
Jan. 6, 1957 

My dearest kinfolk: 

Well, how did all of you, the children and ~randchildren and your 
dear selves enjoy 6bristmas? We hope just fine. I find that 
Christmas is a very strenuous holiday ani it should not be so, 
but too much excitement and too many sweets give the children 
colds and then the ~rownup folk get them and everyone g ets so 
tired. :iWe rad such a lot of s.ickness this year in school just 
before ~hristmas, me a sles, chicken pox , mumps, and scarlet fever 
and the children all came to school so sick and we could not reach 
their mothers a s they all seemed to be down town shop ning. One 
mother wro t e a note, np1ease put Janey to bed in the first a id 
room and g ive her an aspirin every _our as I have to go into 
Seattle to shop to -day .fl Well , Janew was very sick and we did 
have to put her to bed as we couldn't e B.ch her mother, but of 
course, we never p, ive the children ~ - or any other medicine 
at school and J aney just had to sweat it out, poor child. 

I g ot my first c old in two years and the first illness I had over 
here, with the exception of spraininp.- my arm which pained .for 
six weeks . _So I was pretty hoarse and af ter I got to Spokane b 
Johnny an:l Kay's I spent the fi r st few days resting and g oing 
to bed ri cht after supper , but I'm g etting stroneer again . Then 
when I ~ ot back to school, half the teachers had likewise be.en 
ill over Christmas and had to g o to the doctors. As you see by 
t he inclosed clipping our school put on quite el aborate pro7,rams . 
We had eve ry one of our six hundred seventy-five chi ldren at the 
Kenmore School on the staq: e at one time or a no the r and that was 
some feat to include every child. 

We left Sat. the 2 2nd for Sp okane and it made me shiver to leave 
the warm moist air to go into the ice and snow thru the Pass , 
but however, the road itself was just damp and was clear or 
snow. There were a few skiiers on the slopes but the snow and 
·::. emperature was not quite cold enough to make the sport successful. 
We nulled into Johnny's and Kay's driveway about five and their 
little house was all li,.hted un an::l we could see t he Christmas 
tree lirr. hts shinino: thru the windows . Out Kay and Johnny came 
a -running and such b ear hugs l Those dear kids. They had just 
done everything possible to make us cosy and seemed so ~:lad to 
h a ve us the re. 

Kay had to s et up each morning a 5;L~5 to g et to thE. hospital 
h y- seven and Johnny would pop up when the a l 2 rm radio went off, 
o·e t her breakfast while s he dressed and take her to work.- She 
v,ot off at three and Johnny brou,zht her home by three-thirty and 
I oot dinnr and she seemed so g l ad t o rest awhile and seemed to 
like what fixed so well . Joh..rmy's deer dressed out 85 pounds 
of meat and we had such lovely tender steaks, roasts and -,o forth. 

Kay had Johnny brina. John and myself to the hospital one afternoon. 
She is in charq; e of the orthopedic f-loor part of the time when 
the head nurse is gone and since she won't be twenty-one until 
Feb . whenever a :raatient has to p. o to sur~ery she cannot sign the 
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r elease but has to e:,o to the s ister or to a he ad nurse on another_ fl oor for their si~nature since hers would not be effective under b·Jen ty-one. She fl tarted to school at five and was skipped to the second .i:,:rade 2.t the end of the year and that is why she finished nurse's training so young . At Sacred Heart they just started lettinf nurse's enter at seventeen inste ad of e i ~hteen when she entered training. She certainly seems efficient and so pleas ant and friendly that all the patients briEhtened up at sio;ht of her a s we passed thru the corridors. The hospital was b eautifully decorated for Christmas, but hospitals---ugh---they make me shudder. But Kay loves nursine; , arrl I love teaching , so it is each to his own ability and likes and disl1kes , it 
aupears , and a nurse can surely make one comfortable when you meed her. 

Christma s Day Rose had us out for dinner after Kay got off and we bad such a rr ood dinner there and such fl ~ood time . And do you know , I did not kno·w Y~y :) layed the pd.an.o , and the first thin ·\ J. know he r e she was sittinP'. on the p iano stool p l aying all~he Christmas son~s while Elsie n l ayed the violin and they_ d id very well to o·ether and Ernie and John went over and sang . Pap~ sat so benign in his big chair and smiled and said, nEverybody comes to Quinn's h ouse1" Some one said, "It would be nice if Ern..rre t and Alice could be here ;'a:rrl a t the mention of Emmet , Papa bri '"'htened r i r-h t up. He is quite well, but of course, 
very for~etful and quite a care for Rose as she worries about him go inrr. out without wraps , working beyond his strength and so forth . But for his ap-e , he is remarkable arrl it is so good he can be v.rhe re he is instead of in a home like poor Uncle Tom hes to be when he wants to be at home so bad , but Edna says she is not stronG enough to take care of him. 

And , E. S always , Alice, you were so sweet to remember to write to us am. when Johnny brouQ·ht in the mail one evening and here was your little note, my I was hapny and so pleased that ·you two dear ones had rem~ered us even. ·whe}? we ~re ~!; our t ravels . ~-/ Well, toward th_e end of the week , .tiJ. d id quite a lot of shopping , bouO"h t two pair of beautiful pumps, a black sati_P.- straw hat and purse to (!'.o with two black dresse<I , I have, and bou-ht a beautiful turquoise blue knit suit with not one of those tight ribb ed skir ts, but a beautiful circu~ knit skirt and it is very lovely, a''"Lofty ;' the nicest make of a knit suit and I shall wear i t to r~ i ve a speech in at P . T . A. the l 7th,-take s quite a 
few nice clothes, all this public re1ation work which I've had to do here. Then I o:ot some friends visited, though we did not acc~t all the dinner , breakfast and luncheon invitations we did las1year . It seerood so nice just to be with Johnny and Kay in t heir hapY)y little home.. We n layed ~~ crabble ''one niP:ht and had such fun. Johnny• s friends , Dick and Barbara, Milt and Joann and others were home for Christmas arrl they all d :ropped in. , 

Johnny and Kay ~ave us a brazier or che.rcoal burner to cook steaks and hamburgers on our new patio ; it is abeautiful big brazier and has wheels to wheel it around . John r ot me a _ beautiful co op er t eakettle from Finland and it is so beautiful I have it setting on a shelf over the firepla ce with my s org eous aftaba . 
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Kay and Johnny had the de arest calico cat and it would retrieve ~ 
and it disappeared while we were there and Kay felt so bad. Johnny 
had it mentioned over the r adio, he went to the Pound , he and 
John searche d the nei3hborhood and still no kitty. Some child 
nru.st have carrie~d it home, which is what we hop ed in preference 
to any ills that mir:ht have befallen,''"li·ttle Sheba. J) .. . ~ ,;]__ ~, 

Weptayed at Johnny's Friday night aft~r Aay and Johr:;ny had left 
for Mos es La}rn when Kay ~ o t off Friday a fternoon. Since she had 
been working s trai 0'ht thru for nine days w- i th n o Sundays nor holidays 
she ~ot off for six days .n Her mother had a nice Christmas turke~ 
dinner for the kids when they got there Friday night and then 
when we re ached there next mo_rninr: about ten-thirty she warmed 
up a nice hot plate of turkey dinner for us which we ate and 
visit ed over until about twelve when we started on our i• ay a o; ain 
fort he Coast . There ·was fo~ here and t here, but the s 
we r e all dry a s summer and when we went thru the mountains in 
the Pass the ~lorious sun was bri~ht a ll a round us a nd the 
Pass wi t h i t s snow-laden trees, blue skies and blue lakes 
was gloriously be autiful. We reached Redmond at four , bought 
twenty dollars worth of groceries in the sune r market, and then 
while f o o: began t o settle around us we drove up to our hill top 
here , built a roarin~ fire in t he firepla ce out of our wonderful 

apuin~ alderwood and turned up the thermostat from fifty-five 
to s e venty. Everything was fine and the house quite warm as 
the ' oil furn2.ce kept it with he a turned low. 

I had a small d inner party New Year's Eve and Deo and Pauline 
were here. We listene d to Lawrence Welk's wond erful TV p ro ~ram 
and w:e.nt out on the porch and rang our''bells of Sarna'.,a t midnie:ht . 

We u a lled at Tom's and Rose was visiting tre re., having; ·come over 
on the train wi t h the children bri~in.'.:'· t hem back here a s they 
would all ra ther t r avel by train in the winter . The.,,. we stopped 
a t Gordqn 1 s in Bellevue, then called on one of our te t' chers .• 
Her husband ·was a colonel in the British Army in Inda and l.Lartha ts 
two cnild r en were born there, but he h as netired now and is wo rking 
in buildin@' and Martha te aches. They a re very inte 1·esting and 
John and t he Colone l had a ~and time topether., just laughed 
and lau ~hed and drank coffee to ~ether. John surely does fit in 
with any company. I wa s afraid be would not enjoy the English -
Colonel, so precise and di gnified, but John came away s aying., 

\\.~ tha t ggx was one g ood ~?and he laughed all the way home a t 
the funny s t or ie s the n g lis h a entleman had told him. 

Yesterrlay John and I went to tGWn and bought a beautif'ul round 
map le dininry room table and six b eautiful Captain's arm chairs, 
imagine havin,Q' six chairs with arms arr,und your dinino: room table. 
The set is e x'"' ctly what I'ye been wanting and the salesman wrote · 
me he thou ~ht he had what wanted and would 1 please come see, 
and THERE IT WASl A little expensive, but John said, rtWh.at's 
the difference , what do we carel" I bou.~ht it at Frede r ick and 
Nelson 's, Seattle ' s nicest s t ore. So you must come and dine off 
this Early Americ an table with us under our beautiful brass hang-
in~ lamp s and beamed ceiling s and walls papered 'W ith a Royal Canadian ~J 
Mounted Po lice nmral. Also we boup;ht another recora of Slim 
Whitman I s beautiful songs, ''Love Song of t he Waterfall," nBeau tiful U 
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Dreamer, n "Rose-Marie, 11 and oh, lovel_y sonp;.,,.. rr'TI1-e Bandera Waltz . " 
John and I sang the l ast witn him and waltzed al l over the house · 
this morning and I thought __ we were about as good a p t ir as that 
h Rp r) y Johnny arrl Kay whom I found wal tzin2: to their radio and 
Johnny packing her over his shoulders like a sack of wheat and 
she having him do~n on the floor and sitting on him. Oh, that 
pair of darlino;s, so handsome and strong and healthy and full 
of life. It does, my heart ;_ood to look,. t them. Johnny is 
indeed blessed, he bas a most wonderful and capable girl and so 
strikin~ly attractive besides. And so I think the ~~inn boys 
in Montana and ,the Johnny Miller Boy in 1-)pokane did all ri ·"ht 
with tyeir selection of mates • .rl.nd s-o did, our little Joann , 
too. er Milt is erfectly marvelous, too . .. 

Hu~ all the sweet ~randchildren for me. We saw the cute picture 
of Joe ts 8.nd .0oris 's litt le d aughters and all of us s a id the older 
one is the ima~e of Joe and the younger the ima~e of Doris. 

The Lees sent us a hug e box of coffee, Hnwaiian j ams , nuts and 
cocoanu t syru from Hawaii and the Meyers sent us a pie ture of 
them lioin,,. on the white sandy beach. Did I tell you we are 
sailinc- to Haw ii, summer after this one , we lan. We made 
reservatlon on the Leilani sailin,...,. from San Francisco this June, 
but , ... 11 the reasonable staterooms were gone , so we will have to 
make our reservntions in summer of 1957 for the summer of 1958. 
In t he rrB an time, we hope to see a nice pair by the -n ame of Alice 
and Emmet over here, and take ourselves on a trip to Montana , too. 
I think we will be at ~heney a ~ain this summer from June to Aueust 
fi r st, then come to Pocatello and Montana and we are p lannin0 
on you two com j ng over here this .~ng, did you lmow that, my 
dea:r:s? 
~-

The best of heal th and Hew Year's wishes for health and 
prosperity, the best there :is for the best peop ile on earth . 

Lots of love from 
John and Alberta 

who love y ou all dearly . 



My darlings : 

Note our new address ---

15918 - 88th N. E . Bothell , 5, Wash . 
January 16 , 19.57 

o sorry you haven ' t heen feelinC" so well, ~""1met , and we do 
hope fo ·r. vour improvement and yours , too , Alice , rest up 
and ,,. et better . You have to be well , what would I do in this 
world ·-ri thou t my dear brother and sister , bmme t :,nd Alice? 
Even thou<"h we are Dpnrt you are both verv close to my heart , 
ahu,ys . 1 said to John , III am going to w1·i te Alice end Emmet 
and tell them ::-;~ y sprin ~ vacation beains March 29th c1nd lasts 
until April 8th, and that J_ want them .i o take the train and 
come over , :, and John said , ttsure', 'Yi ';'.'.. ~ c snd tell Lhem to come , 
we will show them around and let them have a nice ch.-."n'""e , mi0'ht 
to them ,,.ood . n And so , if you will come , I wilt send you fifty 
dollars , .J.:mmet, for a birthday present and I don t bel<eJtve the 
round tri1) fare for both of vou would be much more , thou :-rh I 
me r=i nt to cnll the G. N. and see . •11 e could meet you at Bdmonds 
or Everett depend in"· ~.n which we decide and then we ' d have you 
1rri th us for awhj_le . his nla ce will not seem like home until 
you both put your seal of ap0roval on ito So please let me know 
and )lan to come if you are at al l able .-----
Dennis and wife and children came ou t last Sat . and spent the 
day unexpectedly and the first meal we served on the new round 
m~ple dinin~ room table with its Captain ' s chairs was served to 
them, Bnd so . every visit of loved family End frien6s is adding 
to the h 'Jmelikeness of this -,olace . You Im.ow Ed:--::ar Gues-c said , 
"It takes a lot of livin~ in a house to make a home . n And I 
say it t a es a lot of visits of dearly- beloved people to have 
the house express home-like-hospitality . And t hen , in Au ~-µ.st 
v'e are plan in,:: on doinO'. the narks a fteri summer school in vheney 
and we are com:Lnr. to Montana ' o brine you back here with us -
and so do -olan on coming either one of those times that suits 
you or bet -er still what ~ui · s us b~ 4: imes , in April and in 
A t -J~ tr 

u rJ'.11 s • ---

Yes , I meBnt to tell you thnt Kay and Johnny received the nice 
Christmn s souvenir book . The two a re so busy and h.ave to r;· et 
up so early for Kay tD be on du t-y and Johnny to d r i V ( to Cheney , 
do their housekee9in :,· and mnrketin°'. and Johnny his cons t ant 
studyin0' thc1t they are Dressed for time . Kay passed her State 
Bor~ rd exams which few ,.irls take and pass after they c re nurses , 
as ~hey are such difficult state exams , but begorra the smart 
~irl :pass ed them an now she is an R . N. or re o- istered nurse 
.besides beino: a ·"" raduate nurse . Then our Johnny was on the 
honor roll for the win t. er qu a1..,ter so Lhey are doin°· fine . 

Kay wa s so ~ood about answerinP: all of the , .. ift- g ivers , and 
they reee ived so many o·ifts . We sent out_ about two hundred 
invitat:tons nd announcements and the -ear k i ds sent Christmas 
card s to all of those to whom invitations we=·e sent 1,.,,rhich was 
nice of them. Kay rnrked for ninE- da s s t rai r0ht and was rather 
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tired before she ~wt those few days off a fter Christmas, so 
it may have slipped her mind to write about the- booklet, but 
you may hear yet . 

In the February issue of uThe Grade Teacher" my little story, 
''Little Bri CT'ht Blue Trailer , n c a me out and all the teachers 
pD ss ed the two ma o~a zines around which we have in our s·chool 
librarv and it was read k,o about every room in the school and 
I 'l'o t more c omp liment s on t h e story . Most school~ take these 
marazines , so t here most likely is a copy of it in Bob a nd Deb
bie's school . I wrote the sto ry 1 a counle of years a~o and just 
sent i t in l E1 st summer . I h :sven t received my check or two 
comp limenta ry copies which should arrive about the first of Feb . 

I tore myself anay from TV and the p,ood ~,western son· ·s , the 1 ea:riing 
warm fireDlace and John and th$ evenin?.; Seattle Times '' to dash 
this invitation off to you and soon I must ~o to bed as I 
h ,ve t o b e fresh as a daisy to-morro ni n:ht to ~ive a talk 
before our P . T. A. The snecial te2.chers must present their 
nro-..rams . Mr . ".s bury , head of t he music , Mrs . Sperling , curricula 
export , Mr . Worthey , spee c h correctionist , and myself, the 
Develonmental Readinp Teacher . I ' ve certainly had t he public 
apnearances this year . I t hink next year I•ll insist on a 
s t rai -:;:ht r r ade nnd a ro9m bec ause this is a pretty strenuous 
life all the time , and I have h ad very little time for myself 
and John . · 

Now p lease think abou t comin~ over and give me an answer when 
you can and do ~ake c .·- re of your health , d ear brother of mine . 
Do you ~hink your doc t or thore in Havre is comµetent one? 
You deserve t he best , you know . 

Lots of love to both of you and 
to all t he others , 

Alberta . 



Saturday, just ·before noon . 
~ Feb . 9, 1957 

Dearest Enrrre t : hanks so much for .rour gocxi letter , it war.med 
my he;:irt . I 1 11 just ·write P short letter now o.s irn may drive 
u ·'1 to t he Nicholson Furniture ~112.rehous e this 8fternoon to 1ick 
out a curvod sectL:mEll davenport R S t hey have r:ood prices and 
to 0 quality J..ncl rnaJ-e :-he daven orts to order from tho factory 
in Tacoma. . t ta]rns about three ,r eeks to ret it rr.v_d e nnd 
delivered out here and b;r three weeks we ho·Je to have the ha:r·d-
wooc floors finished and •·Ieitin for the 1Ji r new iece of f'urn - 1 

i t ure . 11/'~ ~ a, ~ ~ ~ ;;t;::,,, ~ ~ .-/..7:~ 
--I~, fl- . 

Perh. T)S you are in the t roes 'Jf P rin-t -., our tee~ .. ex ,r& c ted 
no .r . do feel for ,, ... o • I just he te to ,..~o ~o the den ist 
anj c f'n s ymp, thize wi tl you in the ex·)e rienc e of h P.ving t o 
tee tb ou :b as I even ·h2 te to m v·e e too th filled . We wi 11 
ho·"',e i t 1,rill not ) 6 too b'"'d and thBt you !":' et your dentures 
so on end. that they a re comfort ble . 

As ;'"OU s a:' , if ~?OU and Alice fe e l u n to coninr over t o bo here 
in .... '1r il f 0r· m~J" s rin: vacation , th2t will be. just wonderful, 
but if . you c ar not mo.ke it the n ue ccre p lann i n on b rin in :-ou 
ba k be re with us next lo te .._Au~--= us t j hen ·we r eturn from visiting 
Bll Y OU fol s i n HontBna . I t sound •. l wonderful to thin ,. of oincJ' 
u •, to .:.ill ~ Water Lake with viu folks in the C,,9ress Hills · and we 
shall looJ~ forwc.:r<-" to it . I wrote to 0henev and have word that 
John and I m9.y be fl q:J_e to sublet a nice 2.1Ja~ tnen t in ~heney 
until Au~·'ust first., -;hen summer school will b e, out . I am taking 
an advnced course in 3ocio lo ·----y ri ·-ht now and do a lesson every 
evenin · t h..B t we do not h8 ve a me c tin n: , t :iLe s a, .ou t three hours 
to read 8_ chanter and write a lesson . 'l1ne re c:. re twenty-six , 
chanters , and t hi:ety lessons . One of the q ues ·'.~ ions is to out
line a who le soci2lo r;-y cour~e for hi r-·h school wo rk . So i t is 
qui -L~ involved . love t he courses in sociolo rry t hou C'h , they 
s11.relv help one to understR.nd humanity and 1hat makes 

· e verybod:T tick, one c an surely underst a nd wh:· ·_ eo·1le do the thinr;s 
they do , k11.owin - t hPt their behPvior stems :?pr insecurit.r and 
frustr Ption in so m,nv c cses . · -~ -

I am 5-nclo sin1' a let t er which I send to the i)ti rents of the 
children Fh om I helD in s -r)ecial 1·e acUnn; when the cliildren are 
ready to ··o on to their clc sse:,s . Did tell y 0u that they 
W'"-t_nt to _g bride me up or sn•'1 e .., d ~me to thl·ee different schoo l 
next year? I ·rather ob jected to t hRt , as l have about a· 
hurd r ed different children now in my· c l ess es and e;oin.--:= about 
from school to school 1r10ul d be difficult for me as I do not drive . 
So I to l d the ryrinci "Jal I thou~ ht I would r !"1 the r tdrn a room 
and ore c1: rade next year . But he said , uwe can not replace you 
in this work you have been doinr.; , you have done so exce~) tiona lly 
well . n So I lau '"~hed and sj/qd , . llNo one is i rrep l aceable and 
besides I onlv intend to teach a year or so after thiff • 11 Then 
b,e l r u , hed Rt me and said , uYou won I t be able to s t o 1 t e ac hinr . " 
So there tre ques t ion is left hanC" ing in the air . 
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But" seriously s 1 e a king , after we c-et the house c om::=i le ted he re 1 
and buy us a nice new station wapon and a deluxe 19-foot 
trailer I'd like to indulr~e John's wishes and take off for 
a while . We haven ' t had a ~ood vac n. tion now since we went 
South that winter and ·we have _ had a pr_etty busy time what with J--"··- 'u ' 
buildincr , sellin a house in S1)ofil3.ne ,~ myself goin" to.~~ ~ ·1 
school . It1 s been interestinrr and sr{Cc ess ful but quite a whirl 
for ·1old people II like ourselves . I was pretty tired over Christ -
mas and o.J fterwards , had larnyxp.; itis quite bad and so wont to 
bed all anuary about seven o t clock everv evening , but I 
finall y (; o t my voice back a.nd am so rested now that I stay 
U""1 -sil ten and el e\ en and ""' et up about six- thir t:r a . m. 

tveather has been a li ttl bad all over the country basn' t it? 
We had two ·weeks of snow here but now it is all :melted and the 
tem~')erat;ure ic· about fifty an;ain with ·warm Southwest wind s blow-
ina- . J ohn has be n pu ttinn- out suet cut tin~s from our me at 
all win!-er , tieing the strin~ to the trees and what a flock 
of birds he h as been feedin:i: ~ Then he '""oe s out to the bee 
hives and watches the busy bees haulin.r. out the dead bees , drones , 
mayb e~ or those i-.rho died in the ·v1 inter , a rd dunr·)in"' ~hem over the 
ed•re of the hives . John lau ,·hs at the way the be e s ~ stru:.:'.:'le 
and hassle with the loads, and finally he a ve them over . John 
stands the re in the sun and the be e s ,-et in his hair snd in his 
ears but Jobn stands still and they do not s tine" him. The re 
is sorre thin rr very elemental about John . He just loves any-
thinr connected with nature . 

One of our t e ache r s who lives in Seat t le kee p s his beL s here 
as we have such wonderful clover and fireweed . He ~ave us 
so much honey, in c ombs ancl j ars , an:l then we boU '"ht ten dollars 
worth from him, used it ourselves and c:ave away abou t seven doll
ars wor th to olir nei ..,.hbo T· s a.rrl friPiids here for Christmas . 

!-
We 11 , my dear brother , the best to you . '"' 

Lov ins;ly , 

/--71 $ ;},,, -:--:r:-
G ,,;- ~"' 

Alice , d e ar , 

We do ho-oe vou are feelin~ better-- tba t darned arthritis-
well , I'll keep a r,> o.od thou ~ht for you . Most likely \.\Joes ·1 g ot 
the ppck.:-. ""e I sent fo1"' the children. As I mailed it I thouf ht 
that I should be sendinp, some thin,,- to Debbi~ an Bo~bie , too , 
but I h ave so little time to browse around , ~1:Jorkinn> J But some 
time I shall find somethin"" and send it on its uay t o t he dear 
children . 

Do you remember, Alice , that lit t le Sandra Constantine , 
be autiful little ·irl with lon,.., black hair whom I said remind-
ed me of .L :rene; She and her mother an4fa tlID r were at our h ouse 
one ni,.... h t · at E . 391 2 , I think., when you arrl Eramet were over . Well , 
I just had word the mother , Sandra I s mother , tba t is1 died and 
wcs buried Tuesdav . And we were at tbeir house this · Ch1')istmas 
and had such a ni;e visit and Mrs . Constontine seemed fine , had 
done so much for Cbristmas . My, itw as a shock to me , Johnnv 
·wrote us -ri ··ht hway / . V 

- • Sad thin """ S hap ":l en . Poor little Sandra and 
~~e Mr . --- I ~ust -·et lu~_c9- , now f?r my mcw- --you re_cei_yed the 

uraae Teacher • too . mos ;,. t. L e:.. t 'X' , o( &~- ; au'~ 



.J.::., 
Doarost Alice one nnuet , 

Mond ff'T bvenin:' 
Feb . 11, 195'( 

Well , our letters crossed in the mails , r.ain as ' I mr.iled ?OU 

!::.. letter and incl~ed clip ·)in r~s on SDtur·day, but FS + reserved 
this Valentine to mail unt:il to - morroH mornino- so you would r et it 
not too far ahead of v2.lontine • s Dc1y., I will-in.close an -
answer to your letter which co.me to-day . 

I t was ocd of vou, .1. lice, ~::;o inclose the letter from Rose . 
She writes a nice 11.r2. rm little letter rloosn I t she? An. 1 how 

ocd it- is tht...t she is able and will in·- to take c EJ.re of 
Papa so ·well . She feels be_d r.bout it , too , as when:), was the1,e 
ands he tallred to me she h2.d tears in her eyes . No ernany 
i-won le live to _ e over ninety a ~ s.:=,a has re:.lly reuched ui te 
an H ~ e, less bis de ar he art . So f r~r ., e has fllw ays ... movm 
me :: nc. c1 id at Chris trnB s and [se emcd so : lac to see me . 

. ~~#~/ 
We dr)ove down to Tom's on Mercer .LsLm , My ., t he:, h -tve a 1Qeaut-
iful house and a rare lor;ation on·the lake , just lovely . hey 
had just bourht 9. new maho0'any s )inne t piano and Cheryl ·was 
talrin - lessons • We visited for nn hour or two Sunc.ny "f ternoon 
ancl left to - et home 1::-efore dark as it uas cold and 1;,rindy and 
rainin~ heavily . _Then wo had f'_ bi.- fire in our fire :_J lace , 
loo _ed at TV and I curled u i in the corner of the· Daven} ort 
anc' rend Don Bl-:.ncliff~1 s ·)oet;ry about Hawaii . The~ ... 2.re auto•""ra:ohed 
co ·ies l ..... ot ·wh:i.le in S ,ok2..ne . Don wrote his no.me in· them 
for me nnc~ John bour··ht them for birthdays . 

Hoi·r I do wlsh you could come over this s 1)r>in-· wh_:le the rnod oden
drons nre in bloom and there [).re e cres c. nd acres of . ·a~T tul ips 
a loom an· daff'od=..ls anrl hyacinths and such , all those beautiful 
bulb flowors 1 John said , ni~Te uill take them on a day 1 s steamer 
tri"1 to Victoria nnii baclt ;J But .L lmow if you are not up to it~ 
i)hys icall~r you can t t . Howeve~- , it is about t vro months until 
Anril 8 ncl ·we shall ho · e v our troubles will be over by then . 
vJe both feel so sorrv that vou have been avinr7 sue :i ab ad time , 
&omet , and send you our best hones an{ 1 .. 1ishes..,and~1ou , too , Alice , 
with tha·~ arthritis . When John had a tooth or two out , those 
little bones wor ed out tho same wa~- and then the -ums hE. alcd . 

It v, as nice Dordv had a ")" ood trip East . I know mr thrilled 
Starir1le rs must h2..ve been n.s they wrote me last ye ecr about all 
the nice thin s they did whj le s be was back there . 

I am not surprsied at Bobb~r t s Dnd Debby ' s ::;ood ~-rades , smart 
little kiddo es ! About that t...T rade Teacher 1·1a --:azine ., ,rou 
vrere ri ·ht nbout its beiff· used all over the States , like 
wise those national education mar,; azines are used in the 
American Education ·)ro r,- rarn in J ana n and Germany . :i. I have written 
stories cnolJ_rticles for them all;'- The Instructor ,~ ~Arrericcn Chila.
hoodvnnd others and was notified that they were sent to these 
f'(:>"~~·ei~"n 'etYt..'l.nt r ies . ....-7tm. T10-ticB , -thi~ is t:1!'1 ie-:z -)-eir.1.'2>i·\re ~ '.. 2..2:i.::rYe , (~ 
as are the others , s ixttI cents a co -)y . \S 

Well , love to you all , includinr· the J oe s and the Mac-ks . 
cf;;~ ,,.,,~ ,. ~~ - ~k- r..r.i. -, - -~ ~) t ... ) ~ 
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Friday Evening · 

Dearest a11ce and ~mmet: 

Keep a stiff upoer lip, Brother .1:1.:mmet. We are hoping and pray
ing for your rapid recovery and lmow that you will be as good 
as new. You have been through a lot, but the Qu.inns and the 
MeAnellys are hearty people and can stand a lot. It is dread
f'ul this surgery business, but if it gets you over all this 

-(-rou ~IE: .t.ettrbi-e and discomfort you have been having it will be worth 
it. 

And you have a pretty good pal there, that Alice girl , watching 
out for you and~ know Mack and Joe are treasures. How good 
to have your loved ones around you when you need theml 

The best to you, dearest brother. 

And Alice: 
1 don't know where else to write to you but to the hospital , 

too, as I don~t know Alta Deem's a ddress. Give her my best 
wishes. I remember with such pleasure the wonderful day 
one . ._lunday long ago when we had chicken dinner and lovely home
made-ice cream at her house with all the Deem's .family there-
they were all udear hearts and gentle peon le, too. 0 How nice 
you can stay there to be near Ennnet , both ·nice for you and 
l!.mmet . 

I wonder if the Deaconess Hospital is the one where Mack stopped 
to see another Dorothy., a nurse, one time there when he was 
riding back to Spokane with us. ..L.t was a huge hosp1tal and. 
a very nice one. We went inside and around and it reminded 
me a little of the big Sacred 11eart Hospital in Spokane, 
though this one in Great Falls · was newer and not quite so 
huge. Very nice and clean and up-to-date, it looked. 

You are very good , Alice , to have written such good letters 
and of course we were most anxious to hear. And to-day your 
card came . John brought it with him down to the school 
when he met me as we were g oing to buy groceries . And I 
was glad to hear ~mmet was up for a li t -tle . Let us hope 
he will improve steadily and be his good strong selr again. 

By now he most likely has received the birthday card and 
letter f'nd little check J. senT, him -cu Ghe aos t-' J..L, ~ _ _i__ 1· L' 

1·1owe:rs, or juices or whatever. 

Our dear Johnny and hay and maybe Kay's sister Linda.,, too, will t 
be driving in to~_morrow noon. ~hey drove down from pokane \ 
to Moses Dake to-night after Kay got through work am will 
leave for here Sat. morning and get here to-morrow noon, 
Johnny wrote . Sunday, Kay and Johnny will be godparents at the 
Christening of Dennis's little son . ~hen Kay and Johnny must 
go back to Suokane ~87f• ~ We are so thrilled at their coming over. 



My dearest Ones: [:.~ 

Sunday Afternoon 
March 10, 1957 

~ J 
How are you? o hope the teeth, are about gone and that you have 
not had the ordeal too severely~ And you, Alice; I hope you 
are feeling better . Spring must be on its way even East of 
the mountains as it is doing all right here. We took a walk 
in our woods , do-wn into the canyons and U _) to the other side 
where from a bluff edge we can look down on the town of Bocc1el-'- ' 
and East to the Cascade Hts., beautifui prospect. 

A chorus of•frogs were singing song~ of springtime for all they 
were worth, a symphony of s ound. Yellow poilen was dusting 
off the pussy willow trees and everything was greening . Soon 
the dogwood trees wii~ be in b~oom, the wiid cherry trees , 
the trilliums and already the .ferns are huge and big. And the 
bitter with the sweet is that the stinging nettles are out 
and my ankles be-tween the place where socks and overalls did 
not meet are stinging- to beat the band. 

You will note.the sample oi our kitchen wallpaper, the lovely 
l: Mounties ~1 We have the end wali up to the big corner windows 

done with this paper and then the window takes over the 
view of alderwoods and Valley and yo\nder hills. ·1·~ IJi'v 

are twenty-t,,w.,£ .J;orse uni ts such as •the one I send only 
the unit haqoluff with an Indian lrneeling on it and 
mountains in the distance. John says, "It doesn't look 
too hprs ez, do es 1 t?" And I said, n Oh, no, I am back in 
Alberta on the plains and I , see Uncle 1'1.arfilhn and the other 
gallant Mounties , Old Fort McLoed, and I am riding on the 
saddle in front of Papa on dear old Tuck. Oh, no, not• 
too many Mounties and Horses--this is my especial part or 
the house I love." And John saiq, all right, Mama, you _ 
can have your Mounties and horses, I still think ·big color£ul 
flowers would have been more artistic , but! got to keep my 
Mama happy." So perhaps, we look like a t~el_b}lr,e.a.u , but 
I love the kitchen. The other walls and ceiling are enamelled 
sunshine yellow, the hardware, brass hanging lamp, and door~knobs 
e.re brass. '11he range hoody-Copper, and the cafe curtains at_ 
the huge windows will be a brown like t~ horses with ifttJ.e 
octagons of iellow and green and brown, c~lonial paper design. 



We sre expe~ting Kay and Johnny next weekend between s -chool 
quarters. ~ hop e they will be here at least three or four _ 
days, and it will deB1'nd~ oj,_ .~0:1-rse, on how mu~ -,,--~ 
Kay has coming~ ,,J~ ~ · ~ - - · I ~ · / 
Dennis, !Jonnie and c . hildren we re he re yesterday and h ad 
Sat. midday dinner with us. They say they love eom!ng out-
here. ~tis like a big iodge in the country arrl they are 
still WaJting f~r ._ our son and daughter to come over to be , < 
godpa renils to 11 ttle Stevie. And ·stevie is walking now. ,!. 

Plunk, plunk, plunk ~ -~goes, looks perfectly square. 
And as you say, Alice ,?.JJt.e d~, he gets into the Ct!pboa rds 
and out ~ome tqe ~ ots and pans. Yes, J. ~--em.ember w~£°ur 
littl~ Johnny heaving pots and pans out and even thr6~ his 
pot tie dOW?]- the stairs at Ella and running and laughing when 
he was about a year and a half. John said to-day, that he 
kept thinking at the wedding that Johnny was still a little 
boy and he .fe lt J..ike say~ng, ti§ton Johnny, is just a little 
boy yet." He hadn't told me tliat until to-day. John covers 
u p his f'eeling~ always by be61'.g jolly, but underneath he 
has the wistful feelinf,s, too. 

I wonder if you would have any inkling if you wil l be able t o 
come over or nmt this s t ring. Do you think yet that . you 
will be up to it1 1 know the teeth business is an aw!ul thing • 
.1.)o you remember what a time Aunt Minnie had1 If you feel at 
all a little beforehand that you will ·be able to come or not, 
could you let us know; because ~ 11· you do come we wan f to be 
free to devote all of- our time to you and let you have a 
nice time. If .you .don~t·f"hink .you can make it on my Spring 
vacation 1f I knew ahead I could P- lan accordingly as John and 
I might go over to the Peninsula or to Victoria even if 
you can't come, but we'd like it better it' you could- go with 
us • At any rate, we are _going to bring you back w1 th us in 
late August, aren't we? · I am tired ~rom working on my .lfile
tension vourses. ~f I ever get educated that will be the 
day. 'l'he.se e4 tra credit-s and s~er school should raise my 
wages to about $S230 next year, i told you l can~t a fford 
to~quit. Mr. B. our principal said - could write my dwn 
ticket ·as to just which one or the t·our schools to teach in 
h~re next year. Well, lots of love to both or you. We do love 



Sunday Morning, March 31. ("151 -

Dear Bro the r "-'mme t, 

When I looked in our mailbox yesterday as~ crossed the 

road in the bright spring sunshine., trere was a letter in 
_;x-

your hand writing. ~ could hardly believe~ and was so 

thrilled that you were able to write us again. An.Cl what a 

good letter you wrote With its bit or/ppetry, which was very 
1 l 

lovely and very appropriate to the occasion of miss in dear 

~ -
ones., and J. must say that it is entire.Ly mutua.L_, as we a.L.l dO 

miss you 1~olks. And wha,t a 1'lare xou cto have ror the romantic! 

You would not be J rish if you did not have. 
, 

Indeed, 1 t 1 s g cod to go on l_!YJ.ng i *l'he world would be 

a desolate place if ~et were no Longer in it. And I can 
~ 

see how you relt that the old landmarks were precious as 
. \.( ) J 

you rode to · Great Falls. When John waa smoked that time > 

and they w~re loading him into the ambulance , he came toJ 

long enough to b.ear some one say., rrwell, it is an easy way 

to go , u so he tb.ougb.t it was curtains !'or h1m, too. And 

he said that b.e thought., "Well., Mama and Johnny are well-taken

care-01·, but 1 cani t use my new camera am go trave.Ling any

more." So we will thank the dear Lord for all of his blessings . 

and lmdnesses to us. How glad we are that you went to JJr. 

Howard_,and most likely you will just be .fine nowJ 

You will both just enjoy your TV more and more. We do 

enjoy ours so much and especiaily the Lfrence Welks' Show 
.I\ 

on i'.:> a turctay ana 1"'1onday n1ght s. l imagine you c an get 1 t 

there, too. We used to see it in Sookane a.LL the time 
.... -

an:l also in California the winter we spent there. 



2. 

Indeed your boys are wonderrul and you both have every right 

to tle J.r:proud'.eo:Bi' t hem. 

I inclos e a 11 ttle letter 1·rom l.,eeaice and you w1.LL 

see that Aunt Minnie and. Unc.le Jeri· have not been very wel.L. 

I don't know wheter or not we will get down to see them this 

Augus·t or not. We certainly are coming to Montana which 

1s the main thing to see you folks and bring you back with 

us f'or a visit. I am going to have a pre-cty I'u.LL sunnner 

at liheney until August 1·1rst, and. J. am hoping J. wil.L not have 

to take the second two wee.ks also, which lasts until august 

lbth, but .L cton' t believe I will have to . l hope to 1·1nish 

and get my degree in Mucation by august second and then 

l will be through with colle ge ror awh1J.e un.Less some time 

.L want to take something spec iaJ. a1'ter s -choo.L evenings at 

the University here. 
l \_ 

Bid l. tell you J-ohn p lans to enro1-.L in ueo.logy and the 
,, 

study or roe.ks and their ident11·1cat1on ,and to take ~'ie.La 

Trips with the nrofessor and his cl.ass ~ast ot: the Mountains 

this sununer, not 1·or credit, but just 1·or tne 1nrormat1on 

and pleasure . Then he w11-1 oe over the re w1 th me. 

My, how we did &njoy our Johnny, ~ay and Linda, such ., 

t:ine young peop le l John and .L ca:rmot get over how nru.ch 

Johnny has grown up anct how mature he ·has b ecome, no-c; ning 

~1Ke nnrriage to mature a person ! anct we a re s o proud or 

Kay ana L1nct a, such lov e.1.y capable, thoughtful g irls 1 a 

nice ramily to be connected with. 

I am mailing under separate cover a novel which is 

re-printed here in paper cover. It was given to me by one 



3. 

of the former Scribes Ulub members, Rita Ha.nsen, a very good 

writer herself. She ~·: as quite entranced with my Canadian 

novel arrl my account of Louis Riel and so gave me this 

book as it pictures the Canadian scene also. It is a . 

little s low in the beginning and you might find it a 

trifle hard to get into where it deals with the early lif'e 

of' the central character in cotland , but I'm very sure 

you will love the story as it gets into the f'oothills and 

speaks of Calgary and so f'orthJ and-the heroine, nThe lady 

from the Red River Shorj~ ; should remind you of Sweet Alice. 

IJ.lhis friend of mine, Rita, died last year in valif'ornia. 

She used to write for the Montreal Star and was always telling 

me to send my novel there to a ' Ganadian publisher. But I 

cannot find a minute to develop it into just_the Canadian 

part, but perhap s next winter J.. can work on it as 1 shall 

not be taking :.&.-:-JrmiCb- correspondence and Ext ens ion work 

then . I am so busy that husba.ni John has taken over the 

dish washing and mos·t of' the cooking . He gets dinner 

practically\e very night and is a real good cook. 

'rh:is coming week .i hope to get -a less on a day done, 

though we are going shouping to-morrow and then one day 

this week we shall ferry across .to the Straits of Juan de Fu.ca 

and do some beach combing and picture-taking. It is vacation 

week and we could have gone over to Spokane and I could have 

attended Inland ~m:oire Institute 'therE\.w hich I would have 

enjoyed, but still it is nice to stay at home in my nice 

house here for awhile and get some blankets washed and 

glory in the sunshine in all the pretty rooms ~ We love you 



4. 
and rejoice that you are getting better. --

I'll pick up this book when 1 come over, so I hope 

you can read it in the meantime and enjoy it as I did.J§~~: 
~ - ~ · 
Becaase you lmow, that we also lmew Calgfary when it was 

a small sprawling town on the windy prairie. We knew a 

pioneer life that people shall never know again. I think 

~apa nru.st think he is back to that li!'e because every 

afternoon about dark he puts on his hat and coat and starts 

down tbe road, saying, "I must go home." And now and then 

he doesn't know Rofise. He says, nWho is that strange 

woman?n Kay says thef reason: for his state of mind is 

that the blood supply is not sufficient for the brain to 

work right and it goes back in memory to youngc1· u.d.ys 

when the mind was young and str ong. 

I am writing Uncle Jeff ani Aunt Minnie and will tell 

them that you have been 111, but that you are now recovering~ 

so keep on in that direction, won't you? 

.a11 o.t· our love, 

Alice, de ar, do hope you are getting some rest. We lrnow 

you a re g raterul in your he art ror the outcome of l!lrnme tr s 

operation. We are all proud of your devotion. 

Lots of love, 



which our dear John, nusoanc;t. 

said, he said to himselr one day, trGranctma and Grandpa-

that sound like HELL, doesn't it? I•m not that old, 

am~, flama. We11, .L cton•t min:l being a grandpa, but I 

don t know how ~ am going to .Like living w1 th a 8randmotner . " 

So you see, in spite of his devotion to me and cooking 

dinner every night and wa1t1ng on me hand and root, he 

wants me to oe eternally young and not a g ranam.otnerl n 

But you know John and his cute joking. He was the one 

who su g es ted getting the beau ti!Ul ma -o .Le rocker in 

wh1ch to rock the grandchild. And h3 said, 11 Won' t it be 

nic _ e havin a 11 tt.Le 1·e11ow r1e1.1ng his .Kiddie car around 

througn the kitchen, into the cten, ano. oacK through tne 

living room/'?" F'rogs are croaking, creeks are running and 
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Dear Sister Alice and 
Dear Brother Emmet: 

~unday Morning, ~ril 14, l95$ 

'l'hanks for your good lett ersagain. How nice it is to hear from 

you and to know you are progressing nicely with ~lice 1 s lov ing 

care, with the children and g rand children all helping with all 

they can do, and Fred and ~earl being so interested. 

I can just see you both w atching Tv and you listening to your 

Irish records. what size is 7our record player; We might find 

s o~ records you like and bring them over to you. I'll guess that 

it is a 45, because you bought the"Roving Kind" that time and that 

is the size it was, if recall correctly. 

Yes, · it was wonderful living in the nice brick house and having 

you folks come visiting through the years. t was a lovely 

house, but this one is even nn.ich nic~r now because it is modern 

to the nth degree, typically Northwestern Seattle typeJ and ~ 

~sand panelled walls, lovely blonde color woo~so restful. I 

inclose the wall paper John put on one of tbs spare bedroom walls 

yesterday and then tbe other three walls in the room are this shade 

of plain camelia in ~ice velvety rubber base p aint which looks 

like an oil paint. Then I meant to say that John's p aintings 

look wonderful on the panelled walls with the cherry-beamed 

ceilings. He re-gilded the frame of the forest fire picture, 

washed all the paintings with ivory flakes and a s pine and oiled 
--\. 

them with linseed oil and they look so fresh, just as if he 

had just done them and everyone who comes marvels and says, 

"Why., Mr. Miller, I . didn't lrn.ow you could paint p ictures1n and 

he just grins a funny little grin as ir to say, troh, that.•" 



2. 

There are times, thouc:"h I am so busy it is not often, that I 

miss the brick house , too1 and the good life we had there and 
.j 

all the connections we had in pokane; we lrn.ew so many people 
' 011-t-

and 1 couldn~t p ick up a paper witb.n:&t!reading of all the 

womens' doings whom~ knew, or some one's childr en getting married 

or an old school fr i end ~now and thenJ dying ) and when~ went down 

town it was like old home week, we lmew practically everyone 

even in as large a city as Spokane as we had lived there so 

long and belonged to so many different organizations. ~hen, as 

you say, it did seem closer to you folks and also to Papa. But 

theri it is not far over here either and we have been back and 
act""" as, :, 1 li.e. sTa..-re 

' -' 
forth just scores of times,.A..but my being so busy with school, 

v 
getting my degree from Gheney, and b'\1.ilding this house has kept 

us from driving over to see you as often. But after . this 

winter now we shall have more freedom to go. this sp ring is still 

plenty hectic and the summer will be busy up to Aueust first as 

am carrying a heavy course and I am doing re gular college 

work right now~ along with my teaching, getting a whole quarterts 

work done by extension and correspondence. One course I am 

taking right at school every Monday evening from three-thirty 

until five-thirty along with twenty-four other teache r s for 

colle ge credit. 

~ince John retired from the fire d ept • .J which . he really 

enjoyed while he was a. Cap tamn
1 

he didn't enjoy the brick house 
k- ~ 

as it seemed as ~f he should be going/land comingAand belonging to 

the fire dept. But over here he has been so happy. He has forty 

acres back of us in which to roam, lovely canyons/ and this section 

owned by the Millers is about the only unoccup ied place· of this 

size around here on this hilltop so it is like a private estate. 



'-'-

3. 

The woods are f'ull of f'erns, beautiful waxy white trilliums now and all 

sorts of blooming white shrubs.Then all over the slopes as we 

look down to the Valley are yellow blooming forsythia bushes, 

flowering pink quince, Jap anese cherry and so forthJ in all the 

beautiful yards. '1'o-day the mountains a re shining up so gleaming 
s 1,a.r p_ - a..s 

white andApeaked over on the Peninsula and~we sat in the corner 

of the ktchen with its huge glass windows that makes us feel as 

if we were in a glass tower and we had ten o'clock coffee and 

some fresh brownies which I baked and I told John that I had been 
'I 

quite cold to the idea of leaving our nice place in pokane and 

all of our friends there when all the time this beautiful place 
f-o 

was lying here waiting for us to build onJ and/\develop; and to admire 

the view. John, is of course>hanpy building as he is so creative 

and it is easier financially to build now than when we built the 

brick house because he can just go down and p ick out what he wants 

an1pay cash for it. We paid as we went along in~pokane, too, 

but we had to save from other things , and it is true we got 

the best building materials for much less in the depression, but 

in spite of the higher costs of materials no~ John gets some discount 

as a builder. 

I Another thing, John didn t like at our place on Seventeenth was that 

the last people who bought Sivear's house put a five-f'oot fence 

between us and themselves to keep their children in and they 

were pretty grabby c.laiming any of our shrubs that were -J a.rtly 1_ 1 Twi> p1P s 't e-.s 
on their lilie . We let them have beautiful white double lilacs,Aan.d 

a rare purple Persian lilac without a word, all of the strawberry 

plants , and do you know they use to pick all the ap r)les off the 
b ~ 

side of the tree where the lims branched above their yard. We 
-'\ 



4. 
didn't mind their having them as we always gave away app les to 

all the neighbors anyway, but it was just that they'd p ic k 

them all before they were ripe and never wait for us to give 

them the ' right. John could not get into the back yard with 

a ear or a trailer as we were fenced o:ff on both sides. John 
-f' t, "11 e- r/r (>r e 

used to say --1. tba t we were there first and had pioneered"'\ and if 

he knew peop le were going to fence him off _from the alley road and 
-8:1~ he would not have sold our two extra lots in tbs first place. 

So you can see, how he likes it so much better here and it is not 

a s if we canf'"l t run over and see our friends often and go other 

plac e s from here) and it only takes about six or seven hours 

longer from here to your p lace than it did from Spokane. I wish 

Ja_y and J~bnny were a little closer, but this way>they are making } 
"\,) 

a good start alone and doing very wel~ and we saw them at Thanks g iving, 

Christmas, they were here for a weekend recently and we will be 

at Cheney this sunnne r so we shall see them weekends, so it isn I t 

too bad. Did I write you that John is going to take one course 
~.... ,, 

at heney, Geology and the identific ation of rocks, so when we 

come to see you, Emmet, he will be able to talk your language~ 

You should see how the children admire that a gate heart you g ave 

me! They admire it more than any piece of jewlery that I wear. 

They say, nwb.at beach did you find that agate on? 0 These children 

lmow al about ships and se ;:i_ fishing, beach combing and such things 

concerning this environment. Well, I must study now--so much to do,-

yellow Early American curtains to make and hang on ring s for the 

kitchen windows)and white-brocaded draperies, draw curtains for 

two bedrooms(! bought the den, living-room, dining-room and.bath-

room curtains already-made--very beautiful ones.) {2ij:1 (_ lk# ~ 1 

/.dL,,_z. e;-~ J 



~~~~/ 
7 .15 Wednesday Eve. A:)ril L~ . 

My dear$: 

First came the letter fro m Elsie with yours inclosed telling 
thatAlice had brought you home from the hos p ital, Emmet, and 
my, how glad ·we are for that1 You really had been nin the woods" 
Enme t, but all the loving care of Alice, the children and Pearl 
and Fred's good moral support, combined with the doctors• skill 
and all of our prayers and hones have aided through the ordeal 
you have just been through. So we can all be very g rateful and 
keep hon ing t hat you will grow strong er an:l harn ier day by day. 
Natur·e is a ··wonderful healer and so with time and pa tience you 
will recover and be better t han ever. I wrote Johnny to-night 
that you had come home, Emme t, and he will be glad , as he has 
been quite concerned and sympathetic for you. 

Well , I •ve be e n bac k in the gro~ve three d a y s now of school and 
it was good to get bac k to work and s ee a ll the p leased and wel
comi ng faces of my 85 chi ldren. It is a matter of g r eat satis
f a ction to me that I have been able to help so many with their 
re ac1i nrs d ifficulties and those that no lone_; er need to c ome to 
me, sw2~rm about me on the walks and come to my room at inter
missions saying, III can re ad arithmetic problems now. I c an read 
social studies, I can ready my health lessons. I can sound out 
al l the words . - Nhen you taur,sht us to read you helned us in all 
of our s tu.dies_>? One boy boue;ht me a dixie CU"I to-day and n roudly 
brou ht it to me with its little wooden spo on with such a wonder
ful look i hi - eyes. I wa.s really touched. 

We had a very nice vacation but although John acted p atient and . 
was his dear funny self, still .l. could see he was faunching at 
the bit to g et back to work on liis big project here and after 
six c ays of a whlrl wind of entertainment and seelng p eoole I 
felt I'd be tter have a day or two to rest, buy groceries, and 
o;et my clothe s in order. Besides all that_,you know I m:n taking 
corresn ondence t-JOr < from Cheney and ever-y minute I g et I ha ve to 
write off a l e sson an _ thf' text book I have has about a thousand 
nages of 1Jr int as fine as the Bible. It is Social and Intellect
ual History of t he United Sta tes and a most fascina t ing book of 
n eople ani how t hey really thought ar1~ lived, far more reve a ling 
than the history we had in school. t de2.ls with the beginning 
of schools, literature, art, the t heater, architecture, sc ience, 
politics, religion---the whole Arre rican p icture am it would 
do p eon l e a lot of g ood to see how history repeats itse lf thru 
time an::l one would be sur·· rised to know tba t what we do and feel 
and live to-day has b een exneri enced over and over a s ·o eo1~ le do 
no t change much basic ~lly. 

It is terrific when we g o to Sp okane as every one wants us t o 
come s e e them and some of t hem get a li ttlet\ ,;mt ou t" when we c an't 
make it. We sl~£1 .... f o~IJJ~ts a t the folks and had four breaI;
f a s ts there, then.i{l"tft at nine a, m. and did not get home until 
eleven when a l l were in bed;-luncheons, dinners , and t hen we had 
a lot of business t o attend to. I had a checkun at my doctor's 
and he said all was fine. J ohn had to get some ·p lumbing fixtures 
an~ . ,see ahDut. all sorts of things We d idn 1 t g,e t out to Bertha's 
a s--·--c ne. c bUn-cry rcrad s we1~e re nor't'ed muctd y. She ... phoned .-Sp -o~_ne 
and said we could mange it she thought if we walked the"- l o.st mi le 



2. 
to her n lace and then the mile back to our car ag ain when we 
left, but John felt that it was not safe to ,..:; o over such mud9-y 
roads from Worley out to her n l a ce when we had to be sure our car 
was in good shane to make the trip back to Seattle shortly. So 

Berthe· was q_ui te disapnointed. 

Rose 'ba.d r,a inted the livi ng room a nice n ink ani had the farmhouse 
lookin ~ very nice. ran a is a lot better but very much mixed u p 
and is so forgetful that it is quite difficult for · the family to 
c onstantly watc h out for him. But t hey are g ocxl to h im _and 
atient which n leased me very much. 

We had Jack Kidder our C. P . A~ fi .zure our income tax and Whewt-.. 
I pay a.rout a t he us and myself, besides forty -five each month 
towards my teachers' r etirement and John's is quite fill item, 
t oo, but then, I su·1p ose we should be g l ad we have it to pey 
and be grateful for the benefits we enjoy..., a nd we are. 

Sundav we went to t le Eoiscopalian Church at Kenmore n r i ncipally 
because John ha s struck u n such a nice friendship with tho pastor, 
Father McGinnis for whom John was mistaken, you know, one night. 
The church i s c erta ::.nly a lot like the Catholic and the narishon
ers e ven call the vicar 11 Fa the r", but it was all very nice and 
ve ry fo rmal ancl had the Easter atmos n he r e wi t h lilies at t he 
a l tar. I s aw s 3me of my gifted children and they looked so 
lovely ,-" ress ed in their Eas ter fine ry an d s ·\oke so nicely to 
me. A.ft r church v.re d ·,ov .,o Belle e :1 ad dinner at Kingens·, 
an c: rur d es ert was Lh most delicious blackber~r tart p ie cov ered 
·with sof t ice cre era . Then we drove to Cousin Gordon' wh ere 
John's brother Fr an k was spendine his birthday. We took h im 
a card -and a c art on of cigarette s an:l Fran k s eemed so p leased 
we had remembered. 

Tben ~s the sun was s hinin~ we cross ed the flo a ting bride e and 
d rove u -n the west side of Lake Wahing ton Blvd., a most glorious 
drive . We went u p Caoitol Hil l and c ::illed on authoress Ruby, 
c ame bac k to our hilltop a nd called on our very nice neif;h -oor/s-' 
Da le arrl Cl ara.Si-rnet, then h ome t o bed. · 

- ~~ " 

Last night / Iues ., whileA J ohnny was j n t he b iz hous e working on 
the Dlumbing and I i n t he cal j n workin g on my co :-·res ~)ondence 
less-ons, a c ar drove u p our dr ive and ~1resently the Tom ~inns 
all c am e tumbl i n o: fir st into t h e big house then u r) the p l a nk 
walk to thP c abin all smilin.) a n d loo :ring so p leased to have us 
back . They c ame bear i n g a box of tha t d elicious Russel S t over 
c a ndy, chocolate c r e am-f i 1lec1 Fas te ·n e ~.__,s, ~rr, rry , how d iffere nt 
t.:1.e;r ·e f :r · rn 3r· ,,.., e:•y store o r dime s to:r e candy, just melt in 
one's mouth . Tommy e;ot tnem at the store ri ,---h t c. cross the street 

from his office, where that candy is made. 

You must do a good job of getting well, Emmet , for s ome nice 
day, J ohn and I are ~o ing to drive to Montana and kidnap y ou a nd 
Alice an.i drive y ou hack to Se a ttle for a nice lon~ visit with 
us. I am going to have a nice chaise lounge for our patio , 
and th ere are lovely woods and b ridle trails to ~ .. '1ander through 
a nd i+- is o most restful a nd beautiful ·'1la ce on our hill top 
·with views in all directi ons. Then when y ou get t oo lonesome for 
the g randchildren maybe y ou could-ta.'ke the train back . Well, bye-bye . 







Sunday nvening 

Here ~is hoping ~et, dearJthat_ you 
arrived sare.1y. J-ohnny had. 1:Jritten that you 
might be over.., and in ·che same ma1..l was your 
.Le=c·te r, a1ice, written to .wnrrnet anct our·sel ves, 
too . J_ telep tionect Torn , then, soon a1'ter six 
as Johnny s a i c1 you nn.g nt ge ·c orI ,::;he bus at 
i1er•c er ls.Land , .bmm_et. .L was ai'raid you migh"t 
not be ab.Le to get throug h oy t e.Lepb.one and 
might ·have quite a wait there where you were 
to get 01·1· l,he ous . ·.mm said he would_ phone 
the rol.Ks in .:,oukane. a.nu c a.Lj_ us back. This 
was all Th~ciay eveni ng, 'that 1S When the 
letters came, too. Wel.L, as i nappenect, 
Tom eould not get the lines, either, so he 
p t1on(;ju. tne rolks early .ri'riaay morning and. 
got ·their· message,. 0hen 1Jhonee1. me here about 
s ix-'tt1irty J:f'riaay :morning and l was up 1 just 
getting ,::;ne corree in the pot. The ro.LKs 
.uad s.a1d y,ou were not ree..i..ing we.L1., .orn:met, and 
so ·c t1ought you had be,::; -ce.L· g u uacK ·Go Hav 1·e 
wnicn you o.ict , ta.king "Gtl e 1.11:a:in weu11e~ctay 
evening. vve w ou.La nave .Loved. 110 nave Jeer1 

you but in. view of your recent operation, 
I was afraid that bus trip and making connec
tions might have been pretty hard on you. 
It is a pretty strenuous bus trip, nearly 
three hundred miles,unless one is up to par . 
I hone the train did not tire you too much. 

Anyway, we felt that we shall see you in the 
near future and so that took the edge off the 
disappointment · of not being able to look u pon 
your dear face just now. And I lmow, Alice 
q.ear, it was a plea~ant surp_risE:-. to have your 



~ ~-~ ,-j_ ' 
·1 ~ '.'I l U<ear· -mm.et h.ome a g a1-n . .1 t is u11- 1.1.<.:u.l ~ 1- vr 

. ~ couples to be ~part when they have been 
~ hap ily married so long . 

Life goes on at ~reat pace here, even is 
gaining ~re momentum as the school year 
draws to a close . Yesterday noon John and 
I attended the E.w. c.E. Alumni luncheon 
down town and it was a very nice afrair, 

~ similar to the one we had at Christmas. 
~ Dr . Stewart , a professor from Cheney was there 

• • ¥ i and talked .about the book he b_.as recently had 
........ . ~ published , neus ter' s Luck. " Certain relatives 

~~ of his lmew · Custe~ and his family backgroul',d 
~~ was such that he lrn.ew a g reat deal about the 

history of Custer's last- stand . ~hen , of 
course , he has done mucr1 researc h ror abuut 

2.. ri r teen year s. And what do you think. names 
we're drawn• J vuu rm.ct 1.,u<::: t .h~JJ,_t rn..unber anct _ 

~ . I 
won -E he u o02· ~) 1-' :iaze -w icn -\,.;as John ' s then, 
2 -l~y boo~., to Keep . Dr . 0tE::wart alil:l)
ographect the bool-r for Jann and we or·vuga1., i L, 

home . I had Dr . 0tewart !"or 1 Soc1.iu. and 
lnce.Lj_e~\.:;ua..t. History or the Un1 tea S-cates, n 

and .Johnny had him 1'or~outh, ..t'as1, anu 
Present," very fine ~ae1n~es . · Dr . Stewart 

t- ~?< 
~1 

is an excellent lecturer . --Coming over 
to the Coast has been quite a rich experience . 
FinRnci ally , it is good, too• I signed my 
contract for next year, the other day at 

i ·~ 
'} ~ 

· a salary of $5140, pretty nice for nine 
months with three summer months off . However, 
in order to receive that it is contingent on 
my attending summer school to ~ gust second, 
ana then after that I shall really have my 
summers off . It's been quite a grind, teachinE 
125 mJn · 1 s 8 rt ay , doing all- the public rel atiot 
. . ·mave _ _l::-;.. ... ~ ;becn doing., and taking two extra 

years of college work besides . But even then , K 
it does not do me up like a ~eekend of housewori 
d o. .e.s , d tJ it II s1,1 re.. I y he.,/ p5 WJ e. ;,, e '('er y w1:1 y, 



318 G. Street., 
Oheney, Wa shington 
June 17, 1957 

My dear Montana folks: 

How are you de a r ones? Fine, I 
ho~e. You may write to us at 

· this a ddress, as this it is. We 
Nave a lovely ap artment he r e. By writing and 
by long distance phoning, we managed to g et it . 
The whole u pstairs of a nice l;l.ome.--The stairway 
is big and wide and the wa11,rpapered with 

beautiful paper; lavendar a n d white lilacs., and 

grey carpet . We have a big liv ing room ac~oss 
the front and a firep lace .--Two bedrooms, a big 
~itchen with dining space, a bath and nice hall. 

,,..... unshine t hru all the big windows . A l a dy p ro-
:f es so r whom- I -had __f_or an.Jns true to in__t.b.e _ _.....,, ___ _ 

_ ,..
11 20 ' s-1- ~d now retired lives d ownstair~ alone . -

rf/fo ~~-~~, 

Johnny and Kay were down yesterday for Father's 
Day , brought John a card and g ift . I had a 
nice dinner and then we took a lovely ride to 
lakes adjacent to Cheney. We've been to his 

p lace , sever~l times , and we drove to Latah 
with Johnny, ~at . and saw his school, nice 
big brick one on a hill facing the green roll
ing Palouse, lots of trees in the town and a 
nice new brick church with tall s pire .- Too 
many things were wrong with the old f armhouse . 
The last straw wa s that lightning struck it 
and blew out the electric motor which pumps 
water , all the lights in the house , and so 
forth . he kids had already papered , I 
mean painted three of the rooms , but they 
said t"fiey wi1.l just chalk that u p to experience 
and rent one of the two houses which mi ght be 

available in to"vtm a s soon as they contact the 
01"1!lers . 



Kay is looking fine. She said s he felt that she had 
known you, Em.met, always, and that you were so warm 
and friendly an d e asy to know. She enjoyed your 
visit very much. And she liked Joe, too, as well as 
Mack and Dordy whom she met .last ..a1Jimroer. ~ ~ 
~ ~-"tp.r-t,(/ ~ ~; ~, 

I showed Ernie the cliuo ing you sent of Joe and he 
t;p.ought Joe's slog ~n, "Win wi t'!:_l Quinn, n ver-y: cl;6ver ... 
~-4.d~~~~ ~~~, Poor Daddy was g lad to see me, gave me a hug and kiss 
and said, "I know y~. YQ.l!.. are my p.§£,:tner." But 
he didn't rem&r!er my name until I told him. Yes, it 
is sad, but a -c't le as t he is not in pa in and he is 
s pry and even witty at times. But that dogl 

Tom1s children are here now and Grandpa still says, 
"People bring their kids here and leave them." 

John 
I think/will like his Geology. There will be field tri 
ps _and he is ~oi~g on~2ne uu_ d qo~m the Snake Ri~er~ 

. soon, leaves at 3 a. m. :For Lewis ton to take the '5 oa t 
at 6 a.m. and takes a loo -mile trip up the river and 

100-mile back, docks at six, then must return to 
Cheney. John says to tell you he just ~oves being 
a C~-~. Glorea McGregor is here and will marry an 
artis t and sculpto~ July 27th and both will go to 
England where she will be an exchange teacher this 
coming year, then go to Rome where her husband had 
received a scholarship to study some time ago and c an 
go when she is free.to go. Frank's Jewel is here at 
school, too and the Hawaiians, Campbell Lee and his mot 
her. (Sorry I run over the line, paper is narr ower¢ 
than what I've been using.) 

Very beautiful here. .all the trees have gro-vm large, 
and oh, so many flowers and new buildings. I love the 
warm, dry weat~er. The coast has a nice climate, but 
the hot dry ai is nice for a change. 

We111 my dears, get
1
welltfast

1
and take c are of your de~ - r se ves. ~ive our ove o al. 

Lovingly, , ~ . .1 /J -1--- (L 1 __ 
(~~~~~, 



Monday Evening, June 3 

Dear Alice and Emmet: 

Lying on the diningroom table w as your letter when I crune from school 
to-day. John had brought it up from the mailbox across the road. 
So glad to hear you have so much pe~ , Emmet, and ·are getting 
along and around so well . It was nic e to hear that Joe saw Kay 
and Johnny and the folks again . ~uite likely Joe has heard about 
Johnny's and Kay's~moving to Latah where Jolumy wil teach the 
eighth grade and where a school board chairman is letting them 
have a farmhouse rent-free for a year just to have some one living 
in the house and doing some interior painting. At the moment 
I don 1 t know where to write Johnny as they have been busy mov-
ing, but I shall be boarjJl.g soon as we are taking them some of our 
used furniture in ou~~~er as they will have a six-room house 
to furnish, all on one floor, and with three bedrooms and a bath-

J. room. hey wanted to be settled by the first of August when the 
baby arrives and Johnny is planning on working at construction 
this summer. I am hoping he can get something near Latah and will 
not have to drive as fu..1· as the Spokane locality da:ly to his wo r l,: . 
Long distanc es f comrru. ting ct~n be c_s tirinc 1- s ·worKL_g . And 
thnt :ru.kes c:i.ui te <.-. Jot of t:Ln e fo-r> Kay to be .lone waiting r·or 
him to come home each day. 

un, it is so ~oveLy here! We sort of hate to leave . The days 
have been pure gold, such a long and lovely sunsh~ny s~ringtime1 

- John is sitting on-the b~c.k-p-a tio cow reading the evening p..a.per. 
It is so nice out there through the sliding glass doors facing the 
big flat expanse of sweet-blooming clover between our house anct ~he 
beautiful green woods which are rilled with t wittering birds . 

,And when it gets a little darker, John can move to the i'ront patio 
and watch the colorful sunsets to the west ana where the house 
gets the last setting warmth of the sun even well into the evening. 
The stars are so bright and visible- in this clean atmosphere 
over here and our ,being so near the sea g i ves us wonderful fresh 
and clean and invigo·rating air to breathe· ·· 

We haven't had time to landscape but the clover is thick and has 
filled in all the ground where the bull dozer contoured the earth, 
and tbe wild ferns come right to our doors. I Im.ow you would love 
it here, Emmet . ~t remands me of around Red Beer in that the 
alder trees in the woods look something like those cµaking aspens, 
about the -same height~~nct the heavy dew on the clover and grass 
mornings is similar. ·hen it is like Glacier - ark and Kootenay 
Lake, too, with the deep foligge and ferns and wild flowers, 
the lake here at the toot of' the hill and the jagged mountains 
in front and back of us. 

We had thought if we found a congenial prof·essor and his wi.fe 
we might rent the house for a couple of months, but as time has 
gone on we hate to run" the risk • .i.:sverything is so rresh and 
new and such nice hardwood floors and walls and built-ins and new 
furniture we can't stand to think 01· cigarette burns a..s.'l'ld we found 
several in our brick house a1"ter we had rented it. }f1so, we 1..,eally 
do not have time to put away our personal things ka.nct~ it takes a 
lot of that to rent a house so· we shal l just loK up. 



We have nice nei hoers to keep an eye out and the young man teacher 
who keeps his bees here will be out once a week to look at the 
bees and hives~ then this is quite a nice section, S o we are 
not worried. 

We have rente~ ~ nice apar~men t in Chene~y .Long d istance and 
letter, big living room, kitchen1 bath and two nice bedrooms so 
if we go on fishing trips} Kay and Johnny may spend a night with 
us now and then, and John and I are used to sleeping in · big 
double beds alone, so that appealed to us. "e could have stayed 
together at one o!' the halls, but we like the quiet, and young rolks 
have such a good time horsing around in the halls, I•m afraid 
we would not ~ve liked it. We could have got boa1~d and room 
for what it will cost us to rent the apartment and board our
selves but the privacy is worth it and then we can have visitors 
from Spokane and around. 

School is out }/riday, the 8th, and most likely we cannot be 
ready to leave here until Monday or fuesday following. ~urmner 
School does not begin until June 17th, so we have a week- between. 
~hat will give us some time to see Johnny and ~ay and call on other 
relatives and f rienns, because once summer school begins .L 
won•t have much time for visiting. 

I am enjoying this little resp ite away from stuaying. Yesterday, 
Sunday, John and I went to an afternoon Urand Old Opera performance 
of the TV stars at the Civi Auditorium, . then we drove around the ______.. -----+----- ~- ~.....,.......- ---,_...,........-- -R·'=""l-1-1- b~y..---L t-re doun ro J.. l., 

beautiful mansions which look toward the sea and the the white 
ships. We saw the apartment where we visited Grace ana Jay twenty-five 

~years ago, quite handsome, but it made us a little sad to think 
of them parting ai'terwards., and of the swift passage of years. 

Then we drove home, had supper and Tom, Ella and c hild ren drove 
up. I made them ice cream sodas and Jobn showed them our slides 
which we are getting quite a collection of. We are all so bus yJ we 
do not see each other often and we live fifteen miles apart by 
busy thoroughfares. 

Our congratulations to Joe i \cqiite an honor for the whole state 
of Montana.' What .a fine family you do have1 

I'll be so glad to see them a11, and the n~ones we haven•t seen. 
And that little Mike sounds quite ~pecial. When Dennis and eonnie 
and children were here a week ago iSunday .fo1., dinner, I though;~ ~ 
lit t le Mike and this Steven Michael may be something alike. 1 h!s 
is a p lump little dumpling, but such ma~lous coordinat i onl One 
would know he is the off s pring of athJ_e-c1c people. He'd fall and 
bounce ri~ht u p like a rubber b a 1 and though he is onl y 15 months, 
we couldn t believe our eyes, he~e he had climbed almost to the 
top of Jolm's ladder) and still goingJ when we spied him out on the 
back wall. And laughs so enchantingly! ~~-

-~ ' ave to send ou our box numbe r at Cheney. I•ll probably rent 
one so I c an get our mail rig 1.n e co lege without going down 
t own· for it. Well, our darl in._s , we love you an,9, . ?-FAe planning big 
on seein~ you about mid-August~~ c:? ~ ~ , 

Lots dI' love, 
Alberta. ~c,-fJ.. 4 

Take care of thos e hands and feet and so fo r th., now. A. ~ · 



518 G. Street 
Cheney , Wash . 
July 5, 1957 

Travelers : 

Greetin~s l Your nice letter came 
to - day . - What a wonderful idea it 

for all four of you to go back to the 
places of your birth l You cove r ed.J.,qui te a 
lot of ground and we do know that uttle 1 s 
ere very bap~y to have you with them and t o 

take v0u around . 
The words about the Black Hills made me 

think of the trip we took through there with 
you , ~mmet , once u : on a time when Johnny was 
a little boy a.nd tried to crawl through the 
eye of "t4e biggest n~edle on the Needles Hwy . 
where they cut off y2ur }'s calp in the dr-eary 
Black Hills . n I rem~fBer , too, your singing 
that song all the while , Emmet . 

You are re ally doins pretty ·well to take 
nice long trips , 11nimet , and though you do have 
some d i scomfort yet, the cramps will most 
likely disa!1pear . I ~ do lmow that a person 
has to be very c areful of what he eats for 
quite awhile . 

I sent you a card to-day and then when 
I came back from classes , here we r e letters 
from the t wo of you; and J obn was having a 
n8p on the nice big bed in the bedroom off 
our nice living room and I read him your 
letter1 and the ljght _. 9.f travel cs.me into his 
eye ! tis doing him good to be here where he 
can take- it easy . For the first time since 
we have been married , his hands are lily white 

, ~ t..S "" 
and look like a professors ., H~ a~ s p.aJ a 
finge:rf3m~~~ed and black and his dear fine:.}er 



2 . 
nails worn down , but not And he said that 
he has learned more about rocks in t wo weeks in 
this wonderful Dr . Brook ' s cl ass than he l earned 
in f ifty . years fn J:iis 01rm . But that, is , aft~r 
all , ·why peop le go to college . The professors 
a r e very learned . There is an excellent staff here 
and p r actically all of them have doctor ' s degrees . 
John jus t h as the one class while I go from 
seven in the m~rning, that isj I 2.m i n clas s by 
7. Then I go until 9 ; 20 , s t u dy at the library 
until eleven , dash home an d have a b ite of lunch 
with John, and das h back for a cla ss from tw~lve un~ .' 
til two , ri :;h t through the noon h our , then I 
go right to ~nother class f or a Workshop for 
Excep ~ional Children which l asts till five , what 
a d ay / sevent \ een- h our- load , and the limit is 
12 and no mo r e than 11 but the Bo ard of A_peals 
·save me permission to ta ~e s event Eaen hours . I t 
ke c s me b}ls q_S_ Qan be aLmost__t_oo_nru.ch so__.,_ but 
I'm ,_;.et t ing along fine and John is the rgarketer 
and housekeen er . ~ ~ / ~ ~ -::::7~ 
~~ ~~ ~ -~~~-:_~, 
John went on a trip one we e kend to Hell t s Canyo? ,. 
on the Sna ke River, cost t wenty- seven fifty for 
the boat trip alone . A group went from here 
l eaving at three a . m. one Sat . and getting 
back about midnight Sat . nie;ht . It was qui t e 
a grueling trip , and John sat in the ~ row of the 
boat through all the r ap i ds and whirlpools and 
took colored slides ~ .. ri th his wondrous n ew slide 
camera . His class al so goe s on Field trip s and 
examine, all the terrain and rocks in the locale 
with the professor lecturing . Wi s h you could 
be along with him, Emmet , with1 your flair for 
rocks and Geology~ Everyon~ here , too , compliments 
me on the a

0
ate heart you sent me . I am as p roud of 

it as if it wer e f"daroond necklace . 



3. 
We celebrated the Fourth here 

in Cheney as we had to go to 
school to - day , much to a lot 

of the students ' dismay as they 
wanted a four- day holiday, but 
seven- week summer school crowds the 

work of 12 weeks into seven ., so we 
every moment we can g et to cover the 
had invited Johnny and Kay and Elsie 

and Frank do1,.m from Spokane to have mid- day dim-
ner with us at thebeautiful new Louise Anderson 
H 11 and Dining room. So both couples came at 
noon and we went up and had the loveliest dinner in 
such equisite surroundings . -The furniture is modern 
and the upholstering and draperies of most gorgeous 
colors , and the food , oh, my , the food, such . < 

d eli.c inu...sn..ess ~ y. .coked o s.w.eet in a lovely ~~ 
pink linen dress with rhinestone buttons which her ' 
mother had made for her ~and her dimnles came and 
W.el)t and her -rretty white teeth shone . But we all 
felt such tenderness in our hearts for her , she 
is so yo'Jng , twentyene and the baby is due now in 
less than a month . She is so dainty and rather 
small boned , too , (and I wished I could go through 
the ordeal for her .) And Elsie said that Joarm had 
nhoned her the ni,i'.,;ht before and said , "Oh, mother , 
you had better come down before the 20th of .~t 

~ Bnd the doctor says to fly . n · And E1sie said , i!$he '=1' is ~l our little girl) and we are so concerned 
about her having her baby, too , n so Elsie will 
be l rea~:mng soon for Pe tza,luma , nears . F., Calif . -
Frank s ~id, "Now, Elsie ., you go as soon as you 
want to and stay as long as little Joney needs 
you ! 17 These brave young people { 

And Glorea Mc . Gregor will be married to 
her artist friendJ and after her year of teaching 
in EnR:land they will go to Rome where he has an 
artis~ ' s scholarship . Edna _is having a Miller re -



union Sunday a t three at her homeJ and preceding 
that John and I and JolLnny and Kay wil l go to 
Grace Haven ' s daughter ' s weddins at the 
Methodist Church in the Valley . Glorea will 
have a church 1,-rndding , too , J~~lY 27th, finish 
her fifth year of colles e , August second , 
take a week ' s honeymoon to Banf.f , drive by ~ a 
to New York with her husband after that and · 
sail on The United States liner for En~land . 
That is the shin on which Grace Kellev~· and her 

_Prince travelled . My ! My ! Suc h r omantic things 
as young people .set to do these days , distance ' 
and time and place are as naught . 

To - morrow morn , John and I will drive in town 
for some shopp ing and to get the brides- of-this
surnmer7 wedding ~ifts , then have lunch with 
Jobnny_,and Kay . Johnny is working at constructi 
on in °pokane , hard wprk, but construction 
workers get paid well . If this job terminates 
~ w i 1 1 oo.k :ta.r an Qthe ~ J3JJ.ch_ a.n._e_arnes t 

young manf wife and babies are quite a 
responsibility, b~t the t wo , J~ny and~ 
are very hapny . rhey say if tney have a son 
it will be William Mi chael . John ' s father ' s 
n ame was 'rlilliam and Papa ts is Michaelj as you 
lmow, so that wil l t urn out to be for the two 
~r~~ers . They think they will call him 
Michael . Daddy John and Frank have a bet on ---
ten dollars against eight(Jobn s ays for a girl) 

r Frank s ays it wil l b · a boy .) And they asked 
'-:Kay , and she dimpleJ so pretty and said, nr ,m 

sure I can ' t tell you . " 

Now 1o take care of your dear selves and we are 
surely lookin~ forward to seeing our dear Alice 
and Emmet and all the other dear ones , and 
won ' t we all have a l ot to say 1 

I just 
write you 

h ad to steal time from my studies to 
after your nice trip . 

~ Our ~ o~~ 
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Herc I foun0 these f e1r.r sheets of nr1ner> which I brOUfb.t home after 

Johnny's wedd.5-nl? l8st yer~r to wri'te~ you on ano J·ust now CPJJJ.E.- 9cross 
·.L·, 

then, . hTell, be, th o.f you 1 e2_res t ones , ho1- are you? ne.nks Ro 

rnucri for the njce "m:iss you" card , it w s just lke you to send 

it rnc; with a nice letter to -~reet us a day 01· so .~fter ve got 

h me . I wrot.e notes to your children yesterday, but waited until 

to- ,ay to write to you ·when I con d tB.. -e little mor·e time . 

t.Tohn and I ,Tere tal ing over our summe r and both s.o-ree d that it 

w0 s as nice a ~one PS we h~~ ever s~ent . We dirl so en j oy ~oing 

to school in heney , our ni~e a~J.s_-rtrnent and be·ne- near Y\8.y and 

Johnny . Then our tri:9 which to ok us to all the 016 loved Jlaces 

<::nd to see our most loved relatives in Montana and Pocattllo 

and SY)olrnne was just about as nice a tri -.-) a s any one cou d ta_re . 

We id so enjoy your hnuse . I thinl·· it so cosy and homelike 

anc we felt perfectly at 1.ome.J and_, Alice , the food you preyared 

was delicious . I hope you •-jere not too tired because it seems 

to me you were ept in thE: kitchen most of the time . It was 

so n:ice to e i:rith you both aca.in and talk to you and the vi s it 

W[]S so nice an . relaxing , thou~·h 1r.re did a great deal and i·1ent 

just about to all the places there where e used to f!,O . 

And , of course , it was a delight seeinr: the boys ., their nice 
wives and outstandingly nice childr,en . The 1 mrrn :1 elcome 

which the children eave us pleased us very much as we knew the 

~enuine love that was bac~ of it all . The children reflected 

the love an,· e xpec tance of their elders and so we 1m.ew it was 

a 1 stri:d0·ht from t e heart . The boys h2ve done so well and 

an you have eve "Y rir·ht to be proud of them . 

1~le made ver,_r 1?ood time to the ~ 8rk. ~nrou te , we s torrned at the 

Brornln~ Museum an~ John took some ~ictures of the dior~~as such 

as Joe had done . However , the relirious hall i-rhere three of 
the r1 ioramas were housed had been broken into and the glass 

of the rl.iorama of the "Burial" had been broken . While we v.rere 

there _, rn ..,e_1-pert came to renair the clamnr:e with bis b2.g of tools . 
'11,0 ~ ~ · ~ ~--...b-~ ___._v' ~ ~ j %"~ , . . ~ 

We r,eached Two Medicine about two and ate our lunch, your good 

chicken , some potato chips we had bouc:ht ., and bread and butter ) 

at the tab e near which we later set un our tent . A woman 
called "Hi" to us and we noticed 2. tent with an extension to 

it an~ a little stovepipe coming out of the tent . She anrl her 

hus and we ->e al 1. sriiles and we told them we liked their camp ., 
so they said , "Come see it . n 1,ve did 7 ann it was so cute inside . 

They had a little round heatinn: stove in the na1--it of tht- tent 
that W8S their _~itc en 8nc_ then they had~~ cute b edroom with 
rugs on the floor and all the furniture -r1c.s the .fold.in,::; kind . 

I t._was snue a.nd tho the snace waslnot very large , it haci all 
-1. 
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the comforts of home in it . They told us they were from Havre J _ 

Hagllmd, , 1·J" s the name . He was manager for Clack ' s until he 
retired . They had been all over , to ten European countries , 
cost over five thousan~ dollars for the tour , they had been 
to Hong Kong and to HRwaii three times . We thou~ht thev must 

be in their seventies , thoup:h they wer-e h8.il and 
0

hearty'·' and 

~ir.orous . She had been worthy matron in Havre in 1933, she said. 

hen we told them we h~d visited M. E . Quinn in Havre , my brother , 

they s-·1 0J::o of J oe and Do ris and we said Joe was the son and how 
they did }1raise the two young folks ! They said Joe had.., r-·rea:r-

potential for success ancl ~,Tould advance far and that Doris was 

dearly beloved in the star , could ·us t do everythin3; , 11ias so 
ni e and had so much poise . As I 1rote .,,, Doris, J ohn and I were 
Blad to be linked vi th sue fine peo·9le . They s nu _e of Mack and 

ordy also , althoue:h they did not lmow them as well , but said 

they~d heard of the fine work the two had been doine; in the 
lodge;~ been doim there , for the dedication of the new temple , 

I think. These folks were goinp: to stay there at Two Medicine 

until after Labor Day, then they were going to meet another cou"') le 

and take cabins at Many Glaciers for ten c1 ays . They love early 

fall in the Park . 

Well , e.s it turned out , she even brou("ht me over a p&n of nice 

sudsy di h water that was har .ly dirty at ~J_l and said it was 

so soany and nice she hated to throv.r it ou~and we laughed at 

how ~chummy we had become_,. even Jra1:.:!:P.g ~~Q. w~i We went to 
the ' carnp fire sing and lecture together an~ afterwards ~ointed 

out the constellations of stars nn,-- talked about the big dinper 

over Rising Wolf Mountain 9so we had r:. merry time . I forgot to 

say that in the later afternoon, I put on my bathing suit and 

washed my hair in the l ake and I' 11 teJ 1 you it vJas plenty cold 
but nice 2.nd soft and I a-ot my hair so nice and clean and also 

soaped myself off in the col lake water . She laughed and 
laue:hed and said that any one else would have got pneumonia 
in that water strai-ht off the g aciers , but it didn ' t hurt me 
a bit and I felt so glowine_: and invigora.ted after my icy dip . 

I ho!)e you meet them some time , they are certainly friendly 
folks . 

Nex t day , John and I went to Many Glaciers, which is Joe and 
Doris • s favorite 1)lace , they told us . We looked around , then 

hPd lunch at the Lodge and it was served very nicely , but the 

food was not as pood as you and I can coo~ it , Alice , if I 
do say· so myself , thoue:h the ap )le 1ie was pretty nice . 

The second night we stopped at .31)re.gue Creek Camp Ground 
do,.m on :r-icDonald Lake c.nd it ,:.i HS so crowded we could just barely 

squeeze in our tent , but J ohn was too tired to drive farther 

after our driving and hiking all day , so we turned in early, 
and left early the next morning , having lunch in a c. ,fe in 
Libby, then 3:ot to Kay and Johnny's Thursday Eve . ,Johnny had 

been workinz late fnd l9oked tired , and then the baby ',Jas not 
yet able to sleen l,h~ ni:h~ t~rou[sh and they had not been p:etting 
enough sleep . That is a difficult thing about little babi~s , 
thosp hor~ible sleeDless n i ghts. · 
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·rJe sr,en t.t_ the nie::hts at 1 rene' s and Howard • s as they have asked 
us to so many times and they have lots of room and that ,, as not 
far from Johnny and Kay ' s so ·we could be with them in the evening 
when Johnny ·was home . 

I had an a.npointment with the dentist one day, went to see the 
folks another , and on Sunday, we helped Johnny and K2.y get 
started moving with John I s haul-trailer by taking do11,;n a load 
of furniture.., and the Palouse country did. look so golden and 
pretty in ttie late afternoon sunshine . ~atah is a nice little 
town anc1 the child-r-en should be fairly cosy in the litt e 
::-:re-y shakes house they were able to set . This week they hoped 
to ~~et settled to some extent. Johnny Fas goinp- to quit work 
on construction Wednesday nicht and I was e:lad , because it was 
sue hard work , that constant 1 ourin.~ of cement and smoothine: it 
and taking doi,.m forms . He has a schnol meeting Labor Day and 
school be~ins Tuesday for him. 

When we were out seeing Papa it ·as :)retty sad . One can see 
Papa is 9:"ettins -~eaker anc~ ·i-re feel that he won ' t be able to be 
running away too much lon~er as we did not think his strength 
would hold out too lon~ . He was lying ~cross the aven·1ort 
Prm when we came in and of course he didn't know us . Rose said 
he p·oes m,rav ·-:,verv dav trvin<"" to Q'et back to Halifax to see his 
mot~er end ~is si;ter: so-yo~ see~he has forgotten all now but 
his chi dhood . 

Rose was re 0 J 1 y upset and ~o -tired she ahnos t shook at times 
and as you noticed , Emmet , that she did while you were there , 
she could hardly bA_re to let us go and came to the car and kept 
teJ linp: how hare it is and how sorry they fe-el for Pr ria . But I 
just rlon 1 t mow 1,.rhat can )e done other th2.n see it through . It 
is a great care 8nd keeps her there C'.Jnstantly . She can ' t _:et 
f'way at a • But as it is , Pa:pa does1:-<~12£1Bw any one and he 
certainly woul ··: not mind any strane:er,0·.rho came ther')e to take 
cB:r)e of him . But we could see that he has failed even in the 
three -,.1eeks we wer·e away . It is certainly a sad thing , but 
it does ha.ppen to a lot of people . Uncl f--- Tom tried to run away 
z~ ll the time , too , but got more content anr sat in his chair 
an -..e sted when it became hard to set around , so mayb - Pa~1 a will 
do the same . 

Well , we left Monday mo-r>nine_: from Irer:.e' s and had a nice drive 
over . :i~(~d at Ritzville for Hilk shakes and then about 
one or t wo.-t' we hae1 a cube stea'k: lunch at Jerrols' in E11ensburg . 
The leavPs in the Pass 1-,rere berinninrr to turn color as also 
some of then, had done in Glacier Pnr - and they looked beautiful . 
We came up the winding r oad over here and saw our paner boy and 
called to 1im, "Is our house still on Wayside Road?n And he 
lo.urrhed an~ said it ;:as still standing , 1•!§..f~p.'t~t~.m.ps , 
thou~h, away almist three months t And u:9 the driveway we carne 
about five p . m. and there stood the pretty _'.) inl, house in the 
rays of the settin~ sun, though the clover and wild floHers had 
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webs across all the doors 1 But in we C8Jne anrl everythins was I 
beautiful and not a speck of c··us , so snug an ti .:":ht is the house . 
Then , as usual , the nei~hbors r.mne boarine: gifts and gi vin,5 us 
hugs and kisses , es:9ecic:Jly our Irish friend , Connie Watson, 
whose father 1,ras a sea captain buddy of Uncle Tom. She really 
13:a.ve us an Irish welcome and kiss 1- d Joh ... 11. soundly and ~ 
sai , "I ' ve been !)ining R_way for a si.o;ht of the likes of you , 
that I hnve l n She was born in I reland and lived there till she 
was sixteen and still has a bro~u e thick enough to cut with a 
knife . We love her. And so nmrT we have , a JOX of c,..,g_b ap~1les, 

. bo~ of .those p~('etty s~reen- colored ·:)lums , pear~ and a ~)_1les for 
nie.; all h ande d to u s. · 

The next day we ·went dov-m to Kenmore School ancl Mr . Blakely said 
that even had -driven bv our house several times to see if it 
was all riaht , so everyon~ has been - atching out for us . Then 
we ?Jent to my new school and what a beauty it is ! warm tan 
br,-c { anii_ so:rne of the interior walls are finished cedar ~ I can 
see the woods Dn one side, the hie:hway) ancl_ all the 1-;alkways 
through thP other windows . We have a circular gym that is 
the loveliest I ' ve ever seen, mon~metal sinks in all the rooms , 
an a rounrl play shed for p1"'imsry childr·en with covered roof f:illd 
open sides and it. l0oks like a merry- go - round . You ' d have to 
see it to anpreciate its beauty anc1 great utility . 

Then \Jednesday John an I 1A-ent to do",m to""111 Seattle and what a 
shop ·"ina: s'Jree we din have I boutpf1£wo big comfy chartreuse , upholstered 
TV c airs , a rose leather chair and a sreen leather chair , a 
chaise loune:e anrl t wo beautiful turquoise and r-::old table lar1r)s 
fo:r the livino: room . The chaiRe lol nge can e used both inside 
G_nd out , so we shall have it in our den in winter and on the 
p2.tiofiin sum.mer . Some of the furniture has been delivered . 

1
fhe 

T>GS t ,:.Jill come next 1rreek . 

Thursday ; George ann Do rot y Meyer r0ve out with Dennis an -1. Cor1nie 
and their two_ chil .ren an;· also P.~tty ' s i ttle 3:il·l.-, th ,ir other 
er2..ndchild , h .. athie . We hsd such 2 nice time sittine: on the patio 
anri P i th t e kiddies ru-·'\11.inr: -in and out and a _l around and they 
are mi~hty cute , too . Meyers 1-1ere flytng to flfHaPali that 
ni,o;ht after his summer of teach.in,~ in the colle.s e in llensburg . 
They had rented. their :new house in Hawaii ,'°' or· the su:rri.I7ler and 

do v-! nt us to come see therr1 next summer which -.,Je most 1-tkely will 
do but our trin over snd back anct stav there shoul~. not take 
no-re thr-in a mo~th and then perhPps we·· can meet you at Glacier 
and go u -i to Red Deer . I think if we al] went togethe1') it would 
not SP.EM so lonely to you , Emmet and Alice , and we could go over 
some of the old trails an~ it would he nice to see rejuvenated 
Ft . foLoed . lfost likely we could ?:'et cabins at Sylvan L2_ke and 
travel out from there . 

We would _j_l e to have had you crm1e on with us , but after your 
trin to Iowa Rn•"1 ~0uttins u:;; with us during our visit there, we 
c;lid- not like to coax. you as 1.·re did. not lmow if you felt u:p to 
it , Alice . But another time when you can start out mo-re rested , 



an re cn.n e h~ to marn ready for you and receive you mieht 
be better for you . ~fo hE.rl to lRy in quite a su r>ly of n} ocer
cies, startinc" fr·o F' sc1"'atch,, end Jobn hr-is surely ';een cutting 
is way ·:- ou _h t :1e ya:'d with a nm scythe. he bou'""ht • 

. 
LF'st ni ~ht we rlrove dovm to .t!.illa an Tom ' s and both lool?"ed well 
and rested . 'rhey went swimmjn·~ a lot on their 01r1 priv,-.te besch 
and di not 1 ·ork so hn··d on their n1a ce e.s they have been d, ,ints • 

nywa:T , it" is 8.' out comileted and Very nice . 

Cher:.r ca.11 ,lay ver·y nicely J c book of little i·ral tzes 7 on her 
!)iano now and Pll the chi d··en had .,;ro1tm . They asked about 
you f'ol s nnr1 thotFht YOU min;ht havo come back wit 1. us and 
Fhen I mentirined that ~rou w-~re bothererl 1,ith e.rthritis ~ Alice , 
E1-l 0 sa · - , "Oh , I :=nre P :r1 ho to t e t t t . "- I __ .,d to 
lc1ur:·h c nr1 cip_y , ~1 ,·-ell , llice , hnc- a 0001- .o it, too . Ii "But 
this is a .rood one , n said ..t!Jlla , "you tB._ e cod live_ oil and it 
lu ri 1: tes the j oints , " ·well_ , Alice , if you hs.ven 1 t tried 
taJrj_nr- cod liver oil , try it , it min:hi .. help . 

I a:rt1 fryin<:'.~ a chic en . 1..ia1.ljne R.nd Leo e.re co:r1ins ove1· for su ner . 
we ~ot two nice fryers in Spfeways t s l" st ni3ht fo1.., thirty- seven 
cents a ,rnmd r:ind they are so meaty. an1... tender , but no better 
t, ..,n y~Ul"s ·,·ere . 

Pran> ro+-e us that he would bA U"J next weekend to s?_1end the 
·weekend , so bP cJ~ we a1--e in the bus~ routine . Tues -~ ny lJe have ....... 
our te·ch.erp t meetin(:""s and luncheon end tours of the new school , 
t . en ,,1ednes .ay the yAc1.r beglns . 

Well , my two rectrest ones , the one fly in r1y ointment is that 
Jobnn:r and Kay Ftnd thRt dear bP_b:r cannot d::-op in on us P-S often 
ris your de~ r child~·en rfo , but they are not too far anrl most 
likely ·we shall see them three or fo r times this year . 

Do tarn. c 0 .re of yourselves . We love both 0.1 you so very nru.ch 
and we do than r you ar::ain for your> .~1 onderful hos Ji tali ty . 
The e'" e~t thin,'."'; of ~11 uere the lov·1n~ sr,;iilos an~ .rn_-111 w.e ome 
you so r~enuinely r.;ave us -,Je wi 11_ trea~ 1re it alwa:ys in our-· 
hearts . n if you should go to S1ol~pe , come on over he1e . 
You can te ep one us from Bothell or 1:.. nmore and we wil 1 c ome 
down to the Hwy . and lead you up . 

All of our love and best 

wi~ ~ (;_/ _ 
' ~---------

'tP/. ·lr-Z ~ ~ y~ ~ 
~~~ 



Tuesday Eve ., Oct . 23 
My dear Montanians : 

How are you both and all the young ones , and the middle ones;? 
Just a note to send alonr- wi t h t he Conferenc e pro n;ram whic h I 
thou"'ht you mi0'ht l~ke to l ook over and find my name and demon
stration listin~ . It was a most ma~nificent experienc e . The 
only strenu ous thing was that we went late Friday afternoon and 
it was a drivin g rain and dark before we ~ot thru the Pass and 
the same when we r e turned Sat . evening . But the teachers , six 
in the car were a jolly crowd and we stopped for coffee and pie 
at the Summit goinr· over , and for hamburgers and c offee at 
Gle Elum comin,,. home . 

·~ 

~ 
1~ 

~~~ ~) l 
f6f 

The Chin ook Hote l w_ here we stayed in Yakima was a .palace , new fr~ 
1

' 

and Ji.fL had a lovely corner room reserved for the teacher I(~ 
roomed with and the others had the same , room and b a th was - ,. .... 7 /)/ 
eleven dollars , and each steak dinner was ~~2 .58 , hre c?.kfast ~ 
)~l . 30 and so on , but it was nice to have our school adminis -
t ration payin~ expenses , but we had a lot to do to appear on 
the nro"'ram and they apurecia.ted our efforts . In my demonstration , 
the r e were a roomful of t e achers , three principals a nd a Catholic ~ ' 
sister , who had a sweet face, but one I could not read at all ~ 
so I don 1 t know what she thou,,.ht about all t he inventive and 
cre at ive methods I used . Many of the others told me it was 
~ood and they got a lot of help out of it , but she just thanked 
me in her nolite way and said no more . But perhaps they are 
not given t o complimentino: and are more c onstrained . - -All is 
well here and we are c-ettin thins s done mor0 e and more and plan-
nin ~ .. for the time vou will Q,..,i 

0•·~ ~ ,. 



Thursday Evenine: uv 
HPlooweefi or Trick- or-Treat Ni ght . 

· Dear Ones: 

And we exnect the children 1rill soon be thron(~in::!' to our door 
for• a 1:,le~ning and R} thoue:h we ere on a side road , still a 
goodly number do find us . But I have two bi,::_: sacks of suckers, 
s tic __ candy an'"3 gum .~rops so I am Rrmed t 

We hPd Haloween parties to - day at school . ~he roon mothers mede 
very nice cookies and the children 9aid for• 'Dixie cups . We had 
our narty just for the room alone with the ch:ldren servinE' on 
the rPfreshment committee, the game committ.ee and the clean-up 
coyrmittee ·1nd they did ;-i fine job of it c1nd it was [-. nice soci21 
exnerience of their 01i-m doinJ· v-hich is the best c- x :,erienc e they 
can get . 

Thqn,-c:; for your two 9:ood let ters and fort e ti,,,ro ,ictures which 
you sent , Emmet , and I certn.inly do th~nk the colored one of 
Fort McLoed is F1 nice one. You are vei-7 thouo:htful . 

When~ eRd your letters to John rnd the account of your going 
to Helena and c::et tinR" the nice motel lined with ""nottv nine for 
a week ana visitin('!' from there , he said , "That sounds., great and 
it was nice they went and looked nround , that t s my idea of a ~~ood 
time . n Ano i t was nice you were o t Freel and I s for you1') birth ay , 
Alice , even though they did not know it was your birthday . 

1 le ere down to Tom's Sund HY nft rnoon and he had talked to 
the S~1kane folks who s~id ~ht physicDlly , Pa~a is nretty ryood, 
but he is more er.infused thsn ever . We mav ta e a drive over for 
our =hanks f,ivina vacRtion. Johnny and Kay h-=ive ci sked us to come 
to Latah and if we do --re can stop b,r r.ncl see the folks . 
You know thev h::ive been 1,rorkin~ on s-noou8lmie Pr s s all summer and 
just recently t ere 1 •f1 S a hie_- s'lide v.Jh;re men were WOT,kin£ Fhich 

caused ~asual ties amon~ the "' orkers . So the P~\SS was c~osed for 
a month nlton~ether an0 tra.,rnlers used the Ste 1 ens , the vhinook 
and White Pass . The other ray Snoqualr ie Has O'Jened to travel 
in the· morning and close ; nqain by evenlns aq .nother slide 
was thret=<tenine; . That is why we toolr Chinook Pass to 20 to the 
conference 2t Richland. 

There - ere two c ·-· rs of us uho vent from the Bothell District . 
Five of us went in the nfw turquoise i:.,.n 1 white stc tion wagon 
anr- since the sixth an,.:i seventh te· "her could not :"'O n t the l rst 
m:inute thflt made room for John whom I r·skod to ~;o alone; , 
thnu~h naturally he ~aid his oim expenses 1iliile the district 
1)aid for the r f st of us. We left Seattle about two and drove up 
towHrd the Pass. It start f d to r:::in ancl , .. bout four o'clock 1-,-e 
hPd coffee ~na but"-erhorns in the ,_, ilver S _)r,in rr s Lod_e coj_ng 
u~ the mountain . The Pf-'SS had smal patches of sno11 under the 
drinnin~J' evPrC"reens .ut it '·.rr:is cl<?ar anr. the road onl7 moistened 
bv r;)in~ We ~eached YPl-dma OU t six and had ::; e most wonc erful 
~~o-doJlar s~or~~sJo rd dinner in a Jlace thorE c·lled the Corral 
ancl verv nice it 1 -rPs . 'l1hen Fe f1 =~·ave on bv Prossep and r ached 
Richlan~ About ei- t - thirtv . We stayed ai thF verv nice ~otel 

- ' t./ ... l, 



? . 
there called the Desert Inn ¥hich has two lon~ win~s out from the 
main bnj_l :;in'"'' and sort of inclose a nice swiriiriin,, ·Jo0l at the 
renr . ,..,11rniture T,ras 1rrnste !l PW:, driftwood co or-·anc. hrn""inP'S 
h-d TrFstern scenes on them, very swan - snd modern . The rie~_t ay 
while ue te?.che::rs 'ltte:r.ded lectures anri sectiona meetin,~s John 
was ta _en c.roun~ town . y the Fire Cq_~ Eind mrde 1 elcome at t e 
two fi~e stations ~n~ hqd a very nice time . We :id not remQin 
for the nfternrion acklress but left at h-.ro from t e hotel after 
lunc:1 . The snn ,,res b riz}n'?' rlo ,n no it was just like rriid-s11rn er . 
lfone of us nore coBts . hat streal of lcn · do1rm nec,r P2sco is 
ve 1-~_, 1 rri r:rn . 

1 k were ~l~d to have some .ay ,-:ht travel ,nd to see ProssHr, ~unny
s ide R ncl ~r" '"i JY1r1 i_n p·::rl 1-, t. rhe eaves were f Pr rv, ~-e c oJ o ·-·f1 _ 
on th~t side of Rainier as the frosts -ivb th6m ~11 colors· hlle 
0· er ere 1,.rhePe it is SO u2rrn on the CO,· St yel l ow folic . .,.e i s 
about ~ 1- ~re have in thi- fnl rmcl. rn.ost ever,rthjn"' is P.'.reen all 
year round . So it looked very p::·etty co!·in~: u_) into t':1.e 
east f~ide of R· irlier t=ind Chinoo - ? ss ri lon'"''. ei-ican .Ri1,0r c.nd 
1,.,e th0ur::ht of Johnny and Kay hHvirn! c~ent their hone~rmoon there 
last fnll in Se;1tem· 8r , o. year a~jo . -ti;:::, pas·· rc1 hunte,·s now 
-nd then but they ire re loo_ ing for b ir .s as it hn s been t:--o hot 
for dee r-huntinc: • . ~_,f m_,t 1,, ay up we stopped just at u?_rk at a 
que_int f nn c·-1 ed ™1.istling J ,/c 1 s where the tables were pa.inted 
red r:indLthPre .. rerc guns and horns on the Fal s and 2. rocrine; fire 
on th~ hrarth . We sh ved two tcbles to~ether before the fire 
anc} ho a ,Te rv me rrv ;::, nc;; 1-a 7 inner . One ·roung m 'JXl in our 
'; rtv hn toured Eur")o e 1,-:,st -SUYr'!Y'1er and one of the ,:,.romen teachers 
had just te.u<:ht R year in .wn~lt:incl ant~ a year in Hejdelber~ , 
3-ermEin-Y; anr~ they Fe1 e v e 1 y entert·1 inin~ . TrJhen ~,re ,ent outside 
the mountein air smelled so fresh an· frar-:rflnt of ever_-~reens , 
such ( s cedn.r and so forth and the / ,sta~s twinkled down nnd there 
na s fin,-er- nail moon , thrilling , \]ily ~ ) Whoo s ; tuo tricl:::- or- treters 
j ust came d-ressed <:is tramps anr with bie: shon~1in".: ba.:.,.s so I ~ave 
them c mere pittance . 

1.·.TeJ.. , we n:rovejon facinrr t e moon and nll - f us S>='nr<' the son?'S 
of .l..he ~twent i es , "TheLon~ Long Trai , 11 and s,-·m.a-'"' of the 

l thi rt i es and (fort i es :=mr1 l fifties , clc ar U'J the eost side of 
Chinor)_~ P 0 ss r nd 01·n the ·wFst side of the }3e.ss • We ,.,,ot . ome 
at e even and John w s so c h 0 rmed with the youn · hir-h school 
te2che1" , 31:_ year")s of c r~e , snd his travels that 1e invi tec1 him 
ford inner the next day.;, an ~ he cf:'m.e verv ?aY and hH~) Y and 
talkative and entertained us some more . He was born in Vancouver 
B. C., served four years in ths British Navy , two years in the 
American Arrnv , started to an Amer·ican col le•·e hen he ~-1 c1 s t-rv.,enty -

ij • il 
seven , went four years , then tau~ht three years in the Hors- £aven 
Hills ou~ from Sunnyside and just loved it over there Q.n the plains 

nd a.rri the s'"'~e )rush . Then lr st surr1mer he s~ent in Euro_ e , 
and e now is t'eac jns at, Bothe11 w ile <::. tten inc: tqE;,.., ·niversi ty 
Bf~er scJis>ol to ,...et in his fifth year of c oller:.e ~--t'-t>- n~~~ ~ 
-...A~ --/v,_,d_, .,.,,-~-.L ~ ~( 
It was quite a tril1 • I WRS a little ~ired Sunday but fr~sh~ 
c>s a ,"aisy asain hy l"hndey . ~~ ~ ~ ?I;;:; ~ · 

~~~~ .~.,av ~. 



' ~ • few Sundays o e;o , J o'w an_ I _ Peke~- a good lunch , ni' le ft here ~ J 
at nine and crossed the Ferry from Edmonds to Kingsto:Q on Bainbridge\ " 

I sla~ • W- r -, ... ove north to the quaintest town , modelled on the -

New J.:.,nn·l~m t yne , ?ort r'arrble . The church 1rri th thE-c tall ,-hi te · 

so ire 1·rns at the hea o.L"' the street Bnd c_._u r.:i.int 1ouses built in the t " -
1 00 ' s lined the street slopinz down to the water from the churc • 

.t1ll EH'e 1D. int ed hi r.e , ha s quG re , smi:: 11 - r_ aned windo ·rs 2.nd 

""'orticoes with white ::-->i l!--1 rs an_ on a co:mriand in[" hill wos a great 

summer hotel wi -:;h ir- vera:r,na.,"" l oo n 9· out at the wRter . We reo.d l 
on 2 p e.que that .,h ·ee Sco t cihman came from :Maine in 1870 a.nd 

sta ~ted thi8 ri J _C"e . I t was ~o c_uainL cine: just immaculate and · 

a 1,i7 umher mjll doFn on the WR.ter_stilJ eens it rroinf~ . de ,-ere l ~i i 
charmed ·,.ri th t e 11Bce , never hc~ve 1 seen its like • white .,ic1--et · ~ 

fences anr1 all , . t ,,qs like ste:, ingbeck into the past , . , 

1
~': 

explorinc the entire Isl2n~ and on the Sc~ttle si e 

Fe c. n o1c1 Inoain E.:rHvt:yard uncJ s:.- the ,:;rave ,nd he~ c stone ~ 

fo_ · w -.m S- ttle 1·=-s named . The ·~,.:r u.-::s gloricus , 

ric,:ht Fin the e veR turnin..., yellow, the i:::iound li e :\ ~J 

sorts of water croft about ~ 

i\t ~'i/inslo1:r we dro,.re on th. nice new mcx:lern ferry boat , the bveq~reen ~ \ 

Str:ite danr hrid coffee and c eke and then went d o.m to the lower deck ~ 

cn0 sat in our car ,:-.rhich W8.s r i -ht in the prow . As ,-e ca.me closer 

an cJ.oser to thi=- Sc'lttle waterfront I tuned i n on th I 
radio 

and what met m;r __ rs , of all thjnrs , 1'Home on the 1ienge1 J ohn 

and I l Puri:hed anci said , '', e shonl _ be 0'et ting, "Sailin~ , s, iling , 

o~. 8r t hA bound in · main~ .1.he Se - tt e s yline looked quite ~ ifferent 

from the vision that the· son:,: brou:i:ht mE' of the roPds "nd ;l E>ins J ~ 
aroun-' Bi_ S:.:-indy , the ol CP~,enter Place , the Russel PlLce and ) 

t e }:issouri River ,. 2nd you ear folks . But th s i _ht v-rr,_s t r ill in~ _-.
1

, ~. 

for 1 thatj and aJ the li:hts sp9rkled a welcome to us and the ~ 

creat Metropolit8.n Area &trose over a.11 creation in front of us . It \j\ _ , 
is fun exnlor in~ this re"" ion -" as I 1,rro te you b efo1 e , Pnd we r re con- D 
tinually havin~ cl.elir:-htful ez eriences . · ~, 

You should see our i tchen now , ~1et . The built-ins are cone and 

the lovely co9~er h ood over the ro.nr:e s 1.:.nes so soft an,.;; inviting y 

in the sunshine of t e < 2.y anr-i the Ian.plight of tcie even1n3: . John 

bv finisr·in,.... u_ th 1, "-- 0 m. _ ex , ~e·"t~n .. Lhrt scc.Jnd b-sin 

in +-here nnrl the built - in counter . The O.f-lVS 11re so nice he likes 

to s _) end 02_1..,t cf e very cJ .y out of doo1·s ., c~ ttin · f' ire~J ace Hood 

f'or the evenin,r,s . I still 1,ml1
~ to school -:incl !rn.so. thr,ou,3 

the 1,.00.s -.·1here the bl· c1-berrj_es fell r·i· e from the vines wlth no 

one h:::ivin.~ time to ni cJ them, more ripen an/ fall a~>.in . My dc.ys 

are fi ·ea. to the hilt nrl almost ;:i_ll the other 1.omen int e 

neir:hbor ood work or• h9ve so much fruit they need no more . 

We ho;e you are feelin'2'.. )etter , A ice • .r!Jlla is quitE sure cod 

liver oil e nc1 th·.:. e;oor vi tan.ins aY'e a cure - all fo:r ever:Tthin.:~ , even 

believes if f r-roa 1-mulr'l E-a the ri -:,ht thj ne:s he would be clE. ar J 

mentally) ~ ain--but I can t go quite tht.:.t far . 

Kny Frote th t thP 'h.- y is so 2 lert. She sf id she hun[" a bri ht -

co ored ho ner on the ·::ill o,-er th c: thi.nette when she 8S Jat ine: 

Nie e.el nnn he s )iec it am l 9.W"'" ed 'lnc ln ur-:hed c.:;.nc · a bere~"' at it 

Rl morning . ( ~h.sn 1 t that cute? ...._S omet .in·'. th~t had not betn t ere 

befo1·e, he noticed ancJ i~ ccntPrtaitied him.) Johnny fbYS he dcl:s 

an~1 snuleR hen Jonny come from Schoo and is tic{'led ,1 over . He's 

three montns no,- an., Jo n and I 2re just Ga- Gl.. to see him. 1."1e lo re you , 



',Jec1nesd8y , ec . 11 , 1,,57 

ear .brmnet Pn Alice : 

I1y , -hn.t n i·hirl1·rind of P life I 1 ve esn livin/J' . I e;ot u·-, at six 
r· . rn . t _is rnornin'"" u -·1e it i:,-.r:1s still --~r17 to ,~;rrin 2. D['c __ ._:-1 e to 
sen K ;7 anrl to write her "'.n0_ Johnn-..r nn no·- ~.)efore I ... c;o t~ bed 
I' 1 an~w r vmr letter . Once scho~l starts in the fall ,.-e don ' t 
'"':et our hrec °th until Pfter 0hristmfls . Gettin sta ted , the oedi ·~-tion 
of nur neu school , 01Jen Enuse , tecchers 1 rece:1tions , educ'J.tional 
mPetin~s , Conference 2_t Richland , then I telked to '1.: 1·ents , n 
hou1· end a h ri ex'1 Pinin~: ter: chin.12" techniques at the :~r .. 14e level 
ri.Petin,.~s , after th0t I hel t:renty- ei.:;ht ::_1ri ~r-i.te C'Jnfe:r·ences with 

;P~ c"" · 1 .n rm m;;r 01m tjme outside of- sc ool , _'">uttine; in about fif -
teen _r,lu,s ancJ Cf?_. Jine.: at the hnmes of c,om.e :9 'rents -~-ho coald not _, 
or would not~- e it to s c hool. The came Thanksgivins and the 
trip to Mos es LRke nd Snokane and no1 r w(~ are rlril ina the children 
for- th0. (Jhristm2s ~1ro~rre:.1 s December 16th anr 17th, gi\;inr: tno 
sessions of it , one for ,arents , one for thP schonl ody . Then 
Christm8_S sho:::->~ing ::u1 the writin1:, of from 125 to 150 c· 1r( s ~nc let
ters· 

L· st Sun ay Denny and his famj y Fef..,e out to s •,1 end the y nnrl for 
dinner Hnr- in the :-1fterno n Dr . Steiner B.n_d his wife Emd Her ert , 
the bee O'·iller drop-,e in ana I served them t-.a Christmas te 0 _

1)before 
the ronrinr fi re 0_f cookies , fruit CD. e , nuts mints , sn~all cheese 
sandwir-hes anr1_ t ea ~ Eerb brou~ht out some su~ar because n s i-rn may 
h-ve told you that in our a sence le.st smr.aner there ·.re,.,e too mnny 
queens '":<nc' too :rruch swarn1Inp, e;oi12j on anc so the E-6S did not ma {e 
enough honey . Added to t flt is all this -.c1rm .:1eather with the 
bees out evey,y day tryin.c; to :;ather nectar , so Herb _nd Jobn hRve 
had to mix un su.,.ar Pnd vTDter ··m-1 set in · _ shalloH coffee c n 

ids r_ronn(1 near - t:hE hives J ohn has been comine; :i.n J aushine; and 
s 0 yi.np: , ''You shoulr=i see those bees ell lined u:0 r.round the ed~es of 
the ·coffP.e li rl s , _rinlrinr- like horses out of a t rol ,.,..h . Tf He 1oves 
those b ,S s.nd the n tural '°ohenomena of their -·,roceedin[S is fascin
P.tin::r, to him. He hPs several bee ooks an--1 has 1 een studyinp them . 

I inclos e note froM J, rs . J.foore ·who i- i ~hed she could hf>.v-e seen you 
0st .-·urnmer , Emmet , r1lso one from Cora 1 J.O mckes [' nice statement 

a)out you , E:rnn.et , a 1,mys h .. vi_ne; bcen ''so reliable ;> and the note from 
Unc e t_Teff ,( just nassinr- ther-1 on for· your r t an-tng . ) Ycru need nnt 
return .- nv bf them . Also I incl'ose r)ictur·es of our ne·-r Arrowhead 
School which we e in the\LTimes . '/ So , you , Alice , c:=.::n see how it 
l ooks , the nei·J school . rr e 1:ic twres, of course:· do not p. how the 
lovely ·-, rm ye _lou of the bricks , the vc_ri - colo-red plastic covering 
of the wa k,,ays , nd the nice stained cedar . 

Ano best of Ei 11 , I snbrni t three snans of MichC1.el for your an~roval . 
These I t like ::>e tn rned P s they a -re- 8.11 1.- e have of the little 1 a • 
We a~ore the one of iim s ittin~ in h i s bathinette nt tiine weeks 
an. as John Sc vs he looks ss if some one fool in-~ 1irri , or ki ding 

~· t - "].,-" . • 
him , such a cute bri-ht litt.le loo , don t you thin{ . Just lie a 
liL,+-,le shy chiprnun {" • He is :::1rettier ~ 2.t four months and sue 1. 

lovel ... , ni~ <.: •-in r 'hi tc 0 kin rn ·n. ;101.m:-- neach heac of sort of r ed fish 
brown· r.iir and on, Lhe loveli ,st 1ip: Jlue eyes ~.n( 1e just l<1u:__hs 
r:ing i c bbors an, kic s . and thou::h ev~r-,rnne ·- ~ --. handin.~· him riround 
Pn e ~c·- re;e y h2.r time to nap,11 stiJ he never ~~ ot cross nt the 
Tu l_ls w1 th fnurtPen for dinner hanks cri iniz Rnr1 fou:r:,tE·en rio:t•e :m 
C1 , :, t _ _, LJ 

u.~-Cllroa~r Rf e-r1rards . Michne , it i s , and ve17 suita le nar1e for 



• 

such fine bpbies as Joe t s 11ri· ke and.~ 
·- ·-·- . ·---1 - J ohnny ' s Nike • 

coulc see nim oftener . 
I only wish 1re 

V 

We do not i.ntend soiri:. over· fa!' Ch ristrnes as Fe have not b.ri-~ affr 
of t P holirl avs in our _orre now O":> el)ou t th:eee years and John 't 

oesn I t li rn ,~o i..n th·r,ou~h th snow of the Pass nd the ;Os s ible snow 
aroun Sr)OkPne and Latah . Likewise , Kr-ty :=md J ohnny s.re hesitant 
a out brin'-' ino; r-:i :,iounf: b:::iby on the trip uhen weather i8 so uncer..tain 
9 t Lis time of ye?tr . Furthe ·mo-rie , since the~r do not have [;_ thermo
stRt they ~r~ ~_frsid their I)i·"leS will free.ze and so Fe mt1y not r~et 
toc-·ethPr P~ G ristrri-:.is ,his Year . I f we stav home ,:is I thin:ue 
shAll , we 8bal invite Tom ' ; up for Cbristm~s dinner ,... 

Meanwht l e , I have m'lde the loveliest eveI'green .·rays John 
brou?' i'lced')r , fir and other rreens up from our canyon and_ TJe hc~re 
a beauty of a tree on our nntio . I slid onen the n-li•ss doors the 
Ot er nip:ht 8.fter 8Chool and ,got such a thrill to think -rre c..:.,ot 
1'1~-t h ct , -f:'l 1. J • f .1 c;re s ·, -,--rr-_ , - -r-, rr-= L-, rrd . The c- i d 1-;-e'if , c 'Je 
,·:iven me lovel".,. holJ~v 8.nc so 1.•lth huge white ~-dne cones , those 
long kin- , you kn01-r, flnll ir.; bo 1 ·s of red .satj_n ribbon , I rrH-de some 
heH.utiful ~1ieces for h·,me anc school decoration . 

:Jhen I 1 - st "'i rot.e ., ,re 1,10.,.·E- goine'. p to S,)oknne from. T:oses La ~e • 
• ve11 , i'e rlrove un on Fri<ay . We gnd unch Rt BePnice ' s Tihen ,.--e 
0 _rrive~ Tohn ' s niece , ;rnu mow . .Lhen v e dro •"0ed in , t Elsie Eille1'"' ' s 
8nd ooor "i-rl r-ic. the flu , then we :::-,ove out to · he foLrn . ElPie ; 
h d t e ~ P.Y off rm, ·as ':., ere , but Rose had .~one t o to11n . ?apa. c.id 
not ..,.no!~T us , but he "·ras AO sueet R.nd thou2:ht he uas "ntert- ining 
fU s js , s Pt on the - " VPn:-,o rt 2nc talked so nicely to us te 1=. in:= 
1.1s_:1.~l ~ out _the n1..,airie fires and ow nervo ~ they made t e famiJ y 
fee} nhen t ,ey s1·Je"0t Pc roe~~ the ,r·· irie s. iJltie n he s aic;_ , tt ~ e s PH 

~ 1 -:i , cou ;le . urn to rl_eath , u ernl o., n re a ful it as . But he •Le so 
~raciouR ~nd t en~d uq for hrinrying 'h5M ·hocolates arid hr nlled 
to the coor- 1,rjt, u~ , t.1e _ovelicst in0l~r mcnner , but it j ust 
n-:.e,.. _,.;:s mJ he, rt . Je 8 tRyed n_bou t ( n hour anc John said , if Let 1 s 

fO to Moses L?are nn see t C baby c·na Jo ,ny ~ncl K·y , there ' s 
nothin"· in ST)okene ny more , 1 so l ~ ,lr "'·re PP.nt ., that afternoon . 
T6o' .. . ... , d ···e ~idn ' t , et to see Rose rmd Ernie , but ·we ha.cl rritt:en 
Ros qo 1.lcl _ i_,1 t ::- t .qfternoon . __ ovri::>ve·r , I ~ues s it H c.S her 

to to\/'m s 31s ie 10 d tbe d.0~v off an - could s tc v 
~ u 

n')1.ura-Ly Fe :-•ni::;e(t vo oe 1..tjr· -i1...u· er,1.Lf. ··t::11 , s ----

"S ·.re con c , es 1eciRlly Rince -~ e c rinot see then flt Christrn-s 
8nc ·.r0 a to r- rve Moses Lako 3nn av morninn> f or Se fJ t 1- e . 1- t e 
11 ir hr- ve a a-re nn V if it ni th therr'J. {'. ,, all the ·Tu 1 relp ti ons --a 
Ve i',~r r· RC i oti S nd , ·Je l ] - re f ::im i y • 

J ohnny is ~etting on2: fi"ne , hut is· a.s _us ~i or mo ·"""e so t1.an I 
am . He , too , w~s yutt"in: on A. Chri~ hn~s "'Jl'l.V c-incl also hn to 

uilr:~ ,~11 the st:;-·1/J'e settincc:; 8-nd props--and ~1~ (1 ecorate . Our ~)c.rents 
here _ o most of t h e a t·ter . 

Emmet , I have co~1 i ed thi s information off tbe naner that our 
mother "Jrote . I am not too sure thRt the day of~ rnothBr ' s ,.- eath 
11Ja8 July ninth , but that is whet Jennie F i tch once told me f'S i t 
h'"'n""'ened a few c., ays i fter the Fourth of July·, ut t e other names 
rnd dptes are -'in ~other ' ~ bandwritin~· on so nre correct . Your 
nlPn~ are all rir;ht about the stone . We have thou.~ht th.Rt July is 
the best time to P-o to Red Deer as that s .ould be the dry season, 
cons ecuentlv vre ;'re ""llann:ing our tri.) to Ifa.1.rnii ·in J une and 1_rhe:_1 
, rE re· ~urn et us r-:::o to Red Deer to~et 1.er We can 1~lEn lB. ter J US L, 

T.:"hE're to meet , end the tir1e . I 1~s.nt to e back here in Au::;:ust as 
Jonny , Kay rin b 0 )y Hill visit us in the :=i.st Dt-;.rt of the sud.mer . 



Dearest Alice and Emmet: 

Friday ~vening 
December 27, 1957 

Well, time marches on and peoule come and go. We h ad a very nice Christ
mas season, but two sober notes amidst the carolling were the deaths of 
Uncle Tom and of our dear little neighbor across the street, Mrs. Davick. 

As you see by the notices which~ send, our Uncle Tom pass ed away on 
Christmas Day. Edna phoned me just as I was retiring for the night. 
The funeral will b e to-morr ow a t three in West Seattle. I asked 
Edna if she would like us to come and she s a i d she certainly would 
as there will vonly be he r self and her husband and her son Paul and his 
wif'e. Young Captain Tom is at Costa Rica w~ re he was transferred just 
recently. Ana all of Uncle Tom's sea cap tain contemporaries, he has 
outlived. And so, to-night I am baking an angel food cake to take to 
the house after the funeral and we shall p ick up a p l ant f or Edna, 
perhaps an az alea, as she s a i d she can pl ant it l a ter outside Uncle 
Tom's bedroom window. Since the body is to be cremated there is 
not much use sending a spray and Edna c an enjoy the flowering plant 
for awhile. She said at first she thought she would l ay him away in 
his nice grey suit, then she rec alled how he loved the sea upon which 
he s1 ent most of' his life and so decided on his blue dress uniform. 
She sai d he is as handsome as ever, smooth ski n and his hair so white 
and pretty. She felt a sense of relief as, like Pap a, he has not 

een n imself for the l a st fe w years. Just think he was still sailing 
the seas and p iloting vess els at 81. It is not given to many 
to hold so res ponsible a position so l a te in life. ~twas t he stroke 
he had three ye ars a go which caused him to fail. 

And little Mrs. Davi~k, a lovely neighbor, wa s buried Monday afternoon, 
just· the ~ay before l..ihristmas Eve, we went to her funeral. She was 65 
and had mothered eleven children, such a nice family, all married and 
so wonderful to their parents. While she was in the hospital, I had 
Mr. Davick ove r nearly eve ry night f or supper for three weeks as he 
came from work, t hen after supper he would leave for the hospital so 
we were quite close to the sadness, although gl a d we could comfort 
him to some extent. A11 the neighbors on our hilltop contributed 
money for a memorial t o her new church as she was such a good churoh
worker. 

But in sp ite of these somber occasions, our Christmas was a good one. 
Our house looked s o be autiful with Christmas greens, c andlelight, 
small twinkling Chr istma s tree lights on our beautifu l t hick Christmas 
tree. I strung a lot of our meny rds on thread around s ome of the 
doors and down the high book c as e and you are right, such stacks and stacks 
of be autiful cards we ~id getl Amon g them yours, Pearl and Fred's and 
the children's, your sons' and their wives•. 

On christmas Eve I was baking mince p ies and cubing bread for turkey 
stuffing and then finished up about ten and s a t with J ohn by the 
fire place to open the present s neath our tree including the huge 
package from Kay and Johnny and the t£leohone rang and yes, you gue ssed 
it--it was our children calling from a tah and t hrill~d to death with 
the big box and numerous present s we had sent them. uh, it was good 
ffig~ffusi£F.t and_ KRytand they s aid Michael was lying there enjoy-

' oo, -out oo young to say hello to us by phone. 



2. 

They were going to drive to Bertha's about thirty miles from Latah tQ 
have Christmas Day on the f arm with her and some of her children. 

Then we opened our box from Johnny and tl::ere was a set of lovely big tv trays 
and nice black hollow leg stands rubber-tipped, ~lovely, so John immediately 
set one up ,~d had a bedtime snack with lovely bristmas carols flooding 
the room. he Christmas music and plays were really marvelous this 
year;we did so enjoy them. And in the box wa s included a most natural 
p icture of Michael and oh, he looked so hugg able and Rig and wide-eyed 
and brig,ht, just as if he were ready to talk to us. ·nd John and 
I have been talking to his picture ever since. ~t is ~just the cutest 
baby picture. And do you know, we thought as you did, Michael does 
ri~~i~¢ resemble John, Sr., quite a little, though he has changed quite 
a bit since wh n e had the nine-weeks picture taken which we sent you. 
This is a ph.otgra er' s p icture in a fra.me and it is simply lovely, 
I just can't ell ~you; (;o see him is to love him:) 

Well, since i took that advanced course in Biology last year I simply 
could not stuff the turkey and let it stand over ni ht as the book 
said bacteria gather in flock~so in order to be sanitary and health:rul 
regarding the stuffing , I had to arise at six-thirty Christmas morn 
and mix up the other ingredients w th the bred cubes and fill the giant 
c avern of that 23-poup.d turkey, !!,Y, said, I, y did John have to buy 
such a manio h bird r rlell, I nra seled" that fowl around all over the 
kitchen anc almos.t broke my tender back, with three loaves of stuffing 
added to the t -renty-three pounds I had quite a time hoisting 

·n bi r d on to that bakin pan d al~ ·ng im into the oven- then 
I got breakfast and called John. So we were sitting at the table 
about nine and John said, nBrr., 1 t' s cold in here. n "IM it.," said I, 
"I wouldn't know, I got so hot rasseling with that big turkey you 
bought. " So he looked at the thermometer and said, "Why., Mama, you 
must be losin , your mind. You forgot to turn the heat on this morning, 
and here I wa s lying in bed till you called me for breakfast waiting 
for the house to warm up." So we had to laugh. I set the table 
in the dining room and used the big damask Holly cloth and all my nice 
china, silver and crystal, which I had not used for four years as it 
has be ·n that long since I cooked a Ohristmas or holiday dinner in 
my own house. And oh, it was such fun. John's brother Frank and 

rdon Stutz from Bellevue dropped in and soon Tom and Ella a nd children 
drove up an:i they were all so dressed up and looked so h andsome and 
said it was the first time they had all been invited out to dinner 
as a fami ly since they were in Seattle. John had to take Mr. Turkey 
from the oven and carve him and dinner was on1and it was really delic,aous,., 
and our home began to seem more and more like a home instead of a big 
rambling n ew house. Of course our own three children would have made 
it perfect but we thought Johnny wise not to attempt so long a drive 
0 1:er the mountains in winter with the baby and he told us he would 
spend a week with us when school is out in May as he gets out earlier-
and then a gain a week the l ast of August so we shall have t he little 
family with us then and can look forward to that. Most likely we 
shall go to Spokane about the end of March or first of April for my 
s pring vacation and then sometime thi R su..rnmer we can see them again. 
That is the otnly fly in our ointment here that we cannot have our 
baby to hold a s often as you do your sweet young folk. 
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The Tom Quinns seemed to have such fun and enjoy verything so much and 
the children seemed quite . ..,rown up and mannerly and brother Tom really 
looked wonderful. His hair is just abou t all white. He wears it in 
a crew or military cut and looks very distinguised. He has bought a 
big beautiful boat and built a fine dock and boat house. John went down 
one Sunday just before Thanksgiving and gav.e him a hand with raising the 
structure. 

Well, the day after Christmas I made some lovely white brocaae draw 
curtai ns for the lovely French blue and pink front bedroom and it is 
the loveliest room. John just got ·t, i ished for Christmas. The 
slidi~g closet doors have a mahoga y~ i~ sh and the big closet is 
all lined 1rd th Tennessee cedar as our big bedroom closet will also be. 
One WfJ.11 is pap ered in beautiful wedgewood blue scrolled pa er with 
delicate pink swags and huge bunches of white flo wers. And we bought 
a lovely wall fixture of crystal and brass with glass prisms dangling 
from it. I have the light limed oak set in the room, similar to the 
one you had in Great Falls and it looks very ele gant in the new setting 
with the antique white heirloom bedspread which matches the broc aded 
dr aw curtains. We s hall not sell this house. 

That evening we h ad Pauline and Leo for dinner and since there was 
so much of everything , including turkey left over we had another 
turkey dinner and we shall be doing likewise f or days to come, have 
h ardly touched the second half of the turkey yet. Wish you could eat 
with us. 

-
To-day we went to tea at Dr. Steiner's home in the University d s~~i~~,~~c~--~ 

just a block from the u. I wrote you before about them and how in
t erestin~ they are. Also we called at the nice home of one of our teachers 
and had coffee a nd Christmas g:oodies and met her son and her sister with 
whom she lives. 

On the Sunday preceding Christmas John and I went to church a t this 
beautiful Unive r sity Congregati onal Chur ch. It was here th.at we 
a ttended tha t wedding , when you were her e, Emmet, and also it was 
here where Johnny and Kay served as best man, no, I mean godparents 
for Dennis' s and Connie's little Steven Michael. Oh, it is a lovely 
church--but there are s o many huge and lovely church,s in Seattle. 
The ap ~ointment s were all s o lavish and rich, and I never saw such 
be autifully-dressed p eople, such lovely h air-dos and furs on the women1 
There were three choirs who s , - an a dult choir in nru.lberry-colored 
robes, a junior choir in navy d white robes, and a child-choir in 
wi ne and white robes, and such s i ~ing and accomp animent, the 9 ipe 
organ was so lovely it broke your heart to listen to _it--the voice of 
h eaven its elf. After the service we took part in the coffee hour in 
the church rooms. The Steiners were there and we vi s i t ed with them. 
The coffee was delicious, silver coffee services, l ace-cover ed tables, 
whi t e candles---al l re ally--big city church. While I think of it-
Irene Thompsen in Spokane had her 1600-doll ar mink co a t stolen off 
a -rack in the h all of the Culmstock Arms whi le she lunched with her 
Nile l adies in the diningrooms. You know we s pent Chris t ma s b efore 
l ast in this lovely hotel apartment house. The item was in the 
paper about Irene's fur coat, however, I imagine she had it insured, 
as they have their thermopane windows and most everythine; they own 
as they could no t do otherwise with so many valuable poss essions. 
(over) 



Well, this is enough, you most likely will have to read this letter 
in parts, it is so long it will wear you out. 

But I do want to say, we- ;Loved your note, E1rarnet, and your card. 4 nd 
also, your no t e, , Alice, when you returned our baby's pictures. You 
h ave the knack of saying the nicest things--how much you liked the 
Holly, that little Michael looked like Grosspa John, that you ani Emmet 
were pleased with the enlarged snap shot of myself--and so on. ery 
gracious of you. And how we do hope you are feeling better, Alice, and 
that in this New Year that old a rthritis will fly out the window. 

Emmet, the cane you made must be beautiful. What nice handwork you do. 
And is~'t it nice Mack and Dordy 1 s house is go ing on apace~ hey will 
love it a-n::t-'we love our new place here which grows nicer by tne minute. 

a.J 
Did I tell you I was in a skit at a school party at Bothell for all 
the combined schools,a teacher's meeting__,a nd our Arrowhe ad group 
won second prize singing nThe Twe±ve Days of Christmastt with actions. 
I never had more fun in my life. twas just the gayest most hilarious 
time I've had in Bothell. It was a lovely Christmas party with nice 
food and decorations. 

My children gave me beautiful presents the last day of school and I 1 ve 
never seen such marvelous Christmas s p irit as we had runong children, 
parents, : teachers and at our lovely program and Christmas parties at 
Arrowhead· School. I'm thrilled to p ieces to be a part of it all. 

~ -- ---- - - - - ~~ - ~- - .---...:.:::::: ~-
ow - enough-, -yoh- know now much I love you all, and do does my dear -

John--he is so dear and funny and we love e ach other ~even more than 
when we were young. A Hap ····y New Ye ar, darling brother an:t sister, 
and the best in he aven am earth to you both, 

John and Alberta. 



Sunday Evening, Dec. 29, 1957. 

Well, my dear ones, 

Here is most likely the last letter I shall be writing to you this 
year. How are you nice people and did you survive all the festivities 
of the Yuletide season. I~ll bet the dear children had a great time. 
I 'spect the boxes o f dollies arrived safely. Hope so, and that the 
little pirls liked them and that Mike's little monkey beat his drum 
all right and that Bob's salamander leaped when the bulb was squee zed. 
Daddy John here picked out the latter two. I b2 ught eight of those 
dolls, n three of which went to you rlittle g ranclau ghters in Montana, 
one to ianne Tull, one to Julie Hunt, Berniee's little g irl, and one 
each to Joanne and Gretchen Daiber two swee t little girls who live on 
lnlayside Road. 

Do hope you are feeling better, ALICE. It's dreadful to think of such 
a nice person not feeling up to par, but it's so nice you and Nem have 
a good companionship as we also do here, and wha t could be nicer? 

We went to Uncle Tom's funeral Sat. afternoon at three in a chapel 
in West Seattle and it was impressive. And though Uncle Tom had 
outlived most of his contemporaries ther~ were quite a few people a t 
the funeral. Tom from Mercer Island and John and I and Edna's son 
Paul a nd a cousin on Edna's mother side · were the closest relat i ons 
the r e. · The minister read Papa's name from the altar as the brother 
in Spokane. It had been cloudy all day, dark clouds, but a s the 
services started bright sunshine slanted in through all the windows 
and later at the house the sea cap tains who were pres ent said, 
"Well, Cap tain Tom remained Fairweather Quinn to the end. It was al ways 
so when he put out to sea, the sun broke forth and now it has for his 
last voyage ! , These men were his pallbe arers and though they were men 
in their fifti es and sixties and younger than Uncle Tom, still they 
lmew him well and many had shinped with him. 

The flowe r s were beautiful and there were two huge wheels, ship's 
wheels, made of flowers from s eafaring associations. 

A very fine baritone sang, Crossing the Bar, that lovely poem by 
Tennyson which everyone loves and here it was so fitting together with 
the building of the sermon around the 107th Psalm, nThey that go down 
to the se a in ships." He s , oke of how Uncle Tom had s pent most of his 
life on the sea and always loved it. Then the singer sang, Faith of 
Our Fathers, and the organ nlayed my favorite hymns, Abide with Me, 
and Lead Kindly Light. 

Uncle Tom looked wonderful, and it seems to me that he was dressed in 
a grey suit after all with nice whi t e shi r t and tie. His chin line 
was still firm and clean, his skin smooth even though he had grown 
qui t e thin. And his pure white hair was a s shini~g and pretty as 
ever. Even at eighty-nine and in death I don t believe there 
was as handsome a man at the funeral a Uncle Tom; those beautiful 
f eatures and black eyebrowso 

I took the angel f ood coconut cake to the hbme afterwards and a nice 
pink aza a plant with a copper foil mat around the pot and the copper 
looked so pretty with the pink blooms. Edna said that she would later 



plant the flower under her .father's bedroom window. The lady next door 
and her daughter had made coffee, and baked a chocolate cake and there 
were fruit cake and cookies and a beautiful centerpiece on the table 
of crysanthemums. The sea captains sat around and s noke of the remark
able man Uncle Tom had been. Never in the annals of the sea had they 
seen his equal, still sailing the sea at 81 and never_ill a day, always 
dressed as if he had come out of a bandbox. Captain Kelly said, •• r remember 
seeing him at his Cap tain's dinners, dressed to perfection in his tailor
m·~de uni.forms, his small moustache waxed into points, presiding with 
such great dignity that the whole ship felt his p resence. And his hinese 
servants were so efficiently trained that they never made a mis-move, 
the serving was precision itself. 

Cantain Kelly seemed to have been with him the mqst and told of 
_ things that hapnened in Shanghai and~ 11 of the Uriental Hotels 

where they had stayed in port. He said Uncle Tom had made .friends all 
round ffhe world, way into the interior in the Orient, had been entertain
ed by rinces and Nabobs and had been given rich gifts. And he was 
always s~ lively and cheerful and singing sea chanties and telling 
comical rish yarns. I could see as these captains spoke of him they 
had genuine affection for him and were quite moved by his passing. 

Well, I would say that he was a product of the wonderful period in which 
he lived at the turn of the Century, and it is not given to every man to 
be so endowed by nature and t o live in a period in Time when adventure 
and romance rode the world as it did when Papa and his brothers were 
young. But they certainly had the physical constitutions, the 
wits and the handsomenes~which helped them to play well their pioneer 
roles. ~t made me sad to think that Papa in his .frail condition of 
old age was unable to come to his brother's funeral. Uncle Tom 
used to think his brother Mike was about perfect and followed him 
all over when they were young. And of course, Edna felt pretty bad 
as she was close to her father always, and her adult life has not 
been a happy one. And so our Christmas was mingled with glad and with 
somber moments, and considerable somber relection on the way of life. 

I have loved being at home for twelve days and not being under pressure, 
doin things more in a leisurely way, however, it will be good to 
get back into the school routine again as we live more regular hours and 
eat less of rich foods and swe e ts. veryone has fed us and we have 
fed many of them, quite a sum total of Christmas goodies. 

Good-bye , I love you all very much. 

With love from 
John and Alberta. 



Crossing the Bar 
by 

Tennyson 

Sunset and evening star, 
And one clear call for mel 

And may there be no moaning of the bar, 
When I put out to sea, 

For such a tide as moving seems asleep , 
·Too full for sound or foam, 

When that which drew from out the boundless deep 
Turns again home. 

Twilight and evening bell, 
And after that the dark l 

And may the r e be no sadness of farewell, 
When I embark; 

For though from out our bourne of Time and Pl ace 
The flood may bear me far, 

I hope to see my p ilot face to f ace 
When I have crossed the bar. 

From the lo?th Psalm--verses 23- 30. 

They that go down to the sea, in ships, that do business in 
grea t waters; 

These see the works of the Lord, and his wonders dJi the deep . 

For he cormnandeth and r a iseth the stormy wind, which 
lifteth up the wave s thereof. 

They mount up to the heaven, they go down again to the 
depths; their soul is melted because of trouble. 

They reel to a:nrl fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and 
are a t their1.. wit'&i'elll.8.:. . -~ 

Then they cry unto the Lord in the i r trouble, and he 
bringeth them out of their distresses. 

He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof 
are still. 

Then are they glad because they be quiet; so he bringeth 
them unto their desired haven. 
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