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~ __ ,,,,,-7 MILAR'S MOTEL 
7l / HOTEL · MOTEL • HOUSEKEEPING 

Nestled between the Deep Blue Sea 

~ y.P.ines 

~ ~) 1073 LIGHT.HOUSE AVENUE 

~ PACIFIC GROVE, CALIFORNIA 

Ocean Beacli rive , 
Eleven miles from the 
Point Mugu gate . 

November 21 , 1953 , 
G--7~~) ~. 

Dear Alice and Emmet : - l 

Thanks so very much for the letter , Alice , and 
the very nice birthday card , Emmet which was · 
wa itin~ for me when we got back to Sivear's 
from our trip to San Francisco . I could not 
let you know , Alice, when we would be at Poca
tello because so many things happened to delay 
us just before we left . It certainly was a 
hectic time what with getting the brick house 
ready , getting Kingslands settled for the 
winter without us there to help them, and 
grieving over dear Rex. My packing was certain
l y salted down with tears for him. We shall 
never have another dog . There will never be 
one like Rex for me and besides it is too 
hard to part with a faithful little friend like 
Rex was to me nd tbeir lives are short at oest . 

John worked until midnight on cleaning up our t, 
basement evenr night for a week and a half . 
Then the oil tank in . the new house sprung a leak , 
Kingslands called us . John dashed up there and 
sure enough about thirty gallons of oil had poure 

,.d out over the basement . John phoned the oil 
man and had the other two hundred gallons pump

'ed out1 and next day we had to go down and order 
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a new tank to the tune of sixty dollars . The 
store felt it should not . replace the tank be
cause the oil dealers had been putting in some 
substance to remove sludge and it caused an ~ 
electrolysis which beat holes in t anks. They..) ~M 

had been g oing out all over town . However, they 1 

said they might make some allowance , so far it is 
not settled , but John bought a new tank and put 
it in and all of that trouble consumed three days. 
He had been working against time putting in that 
lovely douple cabinet sink in our brick house and 
so then he had to work until midnight for about 
three nights to get the sink in. SoJ as I wrote 
you~on the 26th we just picked up the house and 
shook it into the trailer and started ab out four 
in the afternoon. We were so busy getting ~ 
things fixed for our tenant s that we couldn't 
spend any time getting ready ourselves and I 
was so all in I tried to write a note or two befor e 
leaving and I could not :0J..S.h_ the pen lucky I 
could resort to tne typewriter-:- An~th little 
Rexxie having to be taken it was about too much 
for me. 

But after we wer e on our way we began to get 
organized and rested . Edith and her husband had 
a wonderful p lace in Clarkston and were grand 
to us , likewise the Kis_sanes and Jeff a nd Minnie . 
We slept in a room in Leedice s' house and ate 
delicious meals at Minnie 's. And it should warm 

-your heart-s, - you t,we ettl' ~e opk,~ te he r ow 
much they think of you. Le edice said she had 
wanted to ,vr ite me last spring when you vis ited 
them how much they all liked and enjoyed you. 
Aunt Minnie said you weBe wonderful visitors to 
have, so pleas· nt and ea~y . Uncle Jeff sa id he · 
had not been around· his relatives much and it 
sure r.,,ras wonderful finding Emmet again and know
ing him. So you see , they really do love to 
have you come and do not see you often enough . 

John was certa inly ·sold on Death Valley as a 
winter vacat ion spot . It was so lovely and ba lmy 
there a nd a rock picker's par.adise . 'we a re going 
back there with Johnny the f irst v.reek in January . 



3. MILAR'S MOTEL 
HOTEL · MOTEL . HOUSEKEEPING 

Nestled between the Deep Blue Sea 
and Monterey Pines 

1073 LIGHTHOUSE AVENUE 

PAC:i.fIC GROVE, C4l,IFORN~ 

We arrived at Sivear 1 s Friday eve or the tecona 
week we had left . Ora fried l amb chops and whipped 
up a good supper, tho they had just eaten theirs . 
Then on Sat . afternoon , we drove the fifty miles 
to Mugu and left our telephone number with the gate 
guard for Johnny to call when he returned to the 
base from Oxnard where he was at that time . So 
we drove along the lovely seashore back to Santa 
Barbara which is by far the prettiest of any of the 
towns and some of them are · very nice here . No soone 

>r had we gotten in the house -and started dinner 
than there was a knock at the door ·and here stood 
Johnny grinning and tall , handsome , Chief Art Grey
cloud~ very dignif~ed behind him. So we pulled them 
in , all had a goo9dinner in great merriment , and 
Ora had both boys spend the week end . 

Then on Monday with the boys gone back to the base , 
we left our trailer at Sivear ' 2 and drove up to-
war S. F . A little over halfway we stopped at Monte~ 
ey and Carmel-BY-the-Sea a nd how we loved it there! 
We were there in 1939 , too , you know . It is a haven 
for artists, wrners ana wealthy -pe-o-ple -w±t-h le--ve-ly 
homes . We went thru an art museum and John was 
not impressed; because there was so much of the 
freakish modern art on display at that period . 
Next to our cabin was the famous artist , Paul 
Laur i tz who has shown his pictures all over the 
worl d . JHis wife is Irish and he is Norwegiani and 
as we talked we learned he used to live in Ne son , 
his brother had a meat market there , another brother 
lived in Fernie and he had often been in Spokane , 
the artist,that is,w 
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~ell , they showed us pictures and he invited us 
to see his display of pictures at Carmel in 
a few days , but we were leaving . Then he asked 
us to visit him in his studio in Hollywood 
when we ~et down there. · The King of Norway 
bought a picture of his , Eisenhower has some 
of his work , and Lauritz has won seventy-five 
famous aware/jj ; So that was rather inte r esting . 
We saw many arty people , men , wearing those 
French berets on the sides of their heads , 
blue and other colors . John is a little leery 
of that type of man , but Lauritz was natural 
and wholesome and he paints things naturally as 
they are ,so John took him to his heart • ., 

So we took the two days to go the 362 miles to 
s . F . The first night up there we couldn't 
get our Marina Motel which we liked so much and 

/.W' --<..stayed at the S .F . Motel up the street , but 
, the next morning early we dashed over there ~ 

~/w..e.,_and then there was an apartment vacant so we 
"'lmoved · right in. We phoned our friends , Bill 

and Rosita . You know Bill's father owns the 
yellow cab company with a fleet of six hundred 
Plymouth yellow cabs and Bill drives a cream 
Plymouth , so they must think they are good 
upstanding cars . Well , they sent a cab for us , 
showed us all thru their plant and took us to 
dinner at Veneto' s , an Italian restaurant , heavy 
with atmo9phere, candles in wine bottles, 
red and · elu.e ch-eckea t, le cloths ,- fire place 
glowin , colored glass windows with Italian scen1 
es, and perfectly marvelous food . We ate from 
seven until nine - thirty and were so replete 
with food we didn' t feel hungry for 24 hours 
later . 

Our friends arranged a tour with tne grey-line 
bus company which costs seven and ~half , but 
they do favors for the bus line and so got 
passes for us . That trip ail overs: F . was 
wonderful in a huge glass-topped bus . What an 
entertaining bus driver we did have! He was 
so comical and so informative . That really 
was a delightful trip . Well , after several days 
we came back to S~vears and bl t~~~ ah~e an . 
infection I had p~ck0 ~d 0HPb~g~ ir pink sheet . ~ 

(Please J_O !\. 





Weqnesday Morning, Sept . 3. 

Dear Brother and Sister: 

Thanks for the good letter . Evidently you stayed at ~ck's for the two 
days on which he and Dordy went to Calgary . And~ suppose they went to 
the Stampede, did they?(No, you say they .went to sell the combine.) 
Rip and Olive Anders on were here last night until ·a~most midnight . Thev 
had just got back from Banff and Jasper, Edmonton, Calgary, Crow's Nest 
Pass and had such 1 wonderful trip that I wished I could have been starting 
out this morninf t~cover the same delightful,scenic ground . Rip is the 
brother of Howard Anderson who died about a month ago . 
My , how busy we have been . Last Thursday I had· a lunche~n for Agnes E., · 
Berenice s., Mildred Walker, Marcy, the .Major's cute, vivacious young wife , 
Jeanne L. and myself • . They were all friendly and jolly and seemed to enjoy 
the lunch and our unusual house . · Little Sandra, a neighbor girl, keeps us 
in flowers for our mantel and table this summer . One neighbor brought 
me a dishpan full of almost every vegetable one can think of from her 
garden. Mrs . Logan sent ove~ an apple pie the other day and the blindman 
brought me up a coal scuttle of crabapples . ·_ so the neighbors are very 
nice and generous . 
Saturday I went down to'Wtl and had a pair of sheets , largest size, sent o .· 
Dennis and Connie for their wedding and went to Dodson's Jewelry Stor { .:'orlr • ) 
and had some china sent to Connie . Her pattern is Wheat in the Le .,_ ·t' · 
A dinner plate and a cup and saucer came to $11.t5, pretty ste p , r} i ch 
makes the set come to three or four hundred dollars . But Johnnv said to 
send something nice for him as Dennis is his longest-time friend and 
he thinks Connie is such an outstandingly nice girl~ Connie has all of 
hQ.p sterling =ilve-r . ~night , they will be married . 

y rrangment, I met ~~ Mar y Pease when I was down town and she came home 
with me for the rest . of the day and night . Then Supday I got a big 
dinner and Margaret Greeves , her son, daughter and ·two children came 
in for dinner . I ·bought little · shoes for the two new babies which her 
two daughters had a month apart , and gave them as gifts at dinner . After 
dinner , the eight of ·us, including Mary went driving all over the south hill 
and to Manito to see the exquisite begonias in th.e green house and the 
other outdoor flowers . Then when John's cousins went back to Dudley 
we took Mary to CDA ., called at the nursing home where Mrs . Pease stays 
and then to the mayor's house for Sunday night supper as had been previously-

arranged for us to do . Grace is still the same very pleasant girl . 

Her husband is just a peach of a fellow and he has done so well, though 
he keeps himself so busy he is seldom home. He has a Yakima store, a · 
CDA . store and a Wallace store . Every sununer he has a picnic on CDA . 
L ke for his employees and their families . Grace said this year there 
will be 150 present • . Larry furnishes all the food . · He scouts around 
to find the best chickens available , has them cooked at a restaurant , 
fried , has salad made; ro.lls , coffee , and ice cream and cake • Grace 
says she doesn' t mind how much people eat and enjoy but ~here is always 
so much wasted . She said the children grab a chicken leg, take one bite 
out of it and toss the rest away and take another . I think I'd stop 
feeding the crowd if I were Larry Gardiner and the pains he goes to 
were no more appreciated than that . But my, he is s.o pleasant, jolly 
and well- met . He and Grace are starting out for Yellostone when the 
picnic is over, and are looking forward to a little rest . They rent the 

Boy Scout Camp up the lake for the picnic as the scout camp is closed 
for the season . Larry ' s stores sell automotive parts . 
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Labor day John worked and I wrote letters and got some manuscripts ready 
for mailing . I called on Dick Allen's mother and on the woman, Mrs . 
Mumme~ who gave me the vegetables . She and her husband had just returned 
from a trip to Wallowa Lake near Enterprise, Ore . , coming home by the 
Snake R. and the peach orchard~ and she gave me a bag of nice tree - ripened 
peaches they had picked . We have had two apple boxes f or eating . Peaches 
are plentiful and cheap this year . 

Ms.rgaret Greeves brought in a big cocanut cak~ and a big roaster of 
blackberries from her farm patch and so yesterday I mad b ackberry jam with 
MCP pectin and a blackberry pie . I also made two big peach pies for John 
to take to his firemen to- day . 

Ella Hough is in town staying at the Crest Hotel having her sore knee treat 
I'm expecting her to call and perhaps come up to spend the night to-day . 

I had written her and her sister to drive in from Wallace for my luncheon 
but they weren't able to come that day . 

Ella and Tom we r e over for a couple of days and brought some peaches to 
the folks from venatchee and Ella canned them all up for Rose while she 
was here • . Rose is still busy getting that Spofford house re-conditioned . 
I just talked to her and all is well at home. Ernie went to Seattle for 
a few day~ last week . 

Did I read that little story for teen- agers to you , called' Gift Box ," 
about the cuckoo clock? I sent it away the eleventh of August . to the 
rfohtodist Publishing House and this week back came a nic check for it . 
1 liked_ that . star and it will be fun t_o see it in prin_t. I am anxious 
to see how it is illustrated . 

I wrote an article about the Lake Chelan trip, a humorous one, maybe I 
told you . It is out in the mails now, along with half a dozen other 
things and my precious book is still in New York . The last letter I 
got about it said that the staff thought it interesting and very well 
done- -I still wait the pleasure of the publishers while they decide 
if it is the kind that will be a money- maker for them or not--the ques
tion is not how good a book is , the question is always will it be the 
kind to sell lots of copies and make money for the publisher~ But that's 
natural, publishers are in the business to make money like all other 
business enterprises . -

We were sorry to hear about Fred . My!My! And back to work he went in 
spite of ctoctor's orders . Perhaps he feels if he can't work he might as 
well be dead . 

John, I thought .was working entirely too hard excavating for our garage 
and driveway and so I put a stop to it . I just put my foot down and 
told him life was too short to work like that and I called up so~e contrac
tors . Th~· upshot is that a steamshovel man is coming Mon. , the 8th to 
do the work to the tune of a hundred dollars . He won' t move his equip
ment for less, but that ' s better than John working himself into a stroke . 

r 

.~ 
\ 

So John will be mighty busy next week . Jim Runkel , to whom we gave our 
i vory and green stove ~d to whom we loaned our trailer for the summer 
will come and .help John iay t,he cement garage floor and side and front 
terrace 19 • 

'_$' __ _ 

Spokane Fair started up again, but John .• and I were too busy to go, not 
too interested ~ither~ ~sit is just a j1p-affair to take your money? even 
charge for parking anct is on the flats east of Spokane . The good fair . 

ground~ Were SOld 2Q _re~r~ a~~ !~~~a~~~~~! ~~~:!U~~~e~z~-:~0~~~ OfT!~~ 'tJ:~e~ · ~ 



Dear Alice and Emmet: 

3900 Ocean Drive 
Route 1, Box 500 
Oxnard , California 

We went up to Santa Barbara last Tuesday and sure enough there was 
a we lc ome letter from you in which both of you precious people had 
written . And so now you are ·wood carving , Enunet , well more power to 
you . You are becominf quite a craftsman . Since we have this apartment 
until at l east Dec . 16th you may write us at the above address provided 
you send off your letter by the tenth or eleventh and then unless I 
tell /OU to continue writing us here you may send your mail to Santa 
Bar ar a.r-fter that , but we m1y stay here until the last of Dec . 

The two Johns love it here by the ocean as there is always beach-walking 
to do and wandering among the sand dunes back of the beach housing 
strip here . And it is a wonderful place for Johnny to bring his 
frie nds as we have such a big living area and they love sitting on t he 
leather st ools which are in front of the bar that separates our kitchen 
space from our living room space . There I stand back of the bar like 
a lunch counter woman handing out the ~ats . 

Gre,rcloud loaned us his~adio and record player and about a hundred 
records all indexed in a nice case . I never knew Indians laughed so 
much/ J ohn makes Greycloud laugh out loud . Now that John is rested 

nd on vacation he l ooks ten years younger and is so funny he has 
all the boys ttin st:i.t hesn most of the time . Ot he b c e , too , 
and after bedding Jo;hnny on the daveno , Art in our te:9ee on vrheels, 
which is our trailer,and another boy on sleeping cot in sleeping 
bc!j, John asked me hmrJ" I like l~ving in a navy barracks . 

Th~n on Thanksgiving Day we were Johnny's _guests , J ohn and I , c:-t ,. , ~'·.f" ., : 
F 01nt I··.·Iugu . The boys were allowed to bring two gues. ts by paying/ ·rt-t"·v ~ ..... ~. :;:;)·. 
f .1 . 20 each and what a dinner we did have! The blue j acket boys a!r ;/-"'vi .,r~,.,( 

looked so trim, so sweet, so young,and I thoue;ht as I razed at them · 
what wouldn't their mothers and fathers give to bo able to look in 
upon them as we vvere privileged to do that dayr John kept reciting as 
we dro .re to the base , n Over the river and thru the woods to Uncle Sam' s 
house we go!" So we had our thanksgiving dinner at Uncle Sam' s house . 
We thought the base very nice , lots of lm,ms, beautiful flowers , nice 
barracks and wonderful "Ship ' s Service" building where the boys can just 
buy everything , have their pictures taken , bowl , and have snacks . 
And I c oul d see what Johnny meant when he said that in the Navy everywhere 
you look "you see sailors . n I think John and I were the only parents 
in the gr eat mess hall . There were sweethearts and ,/Jives and children 
and friends . Such lovely food and in what quantities l 'le could eat no more 
than soup the neYt day . 

After the dinner , Johnny , John and I and Art took a drive back ·into the 
hills and canyons . What beautiful ranches we nassfd1 1 UJiiles upon miles 
of white fences inclosing black Angus cattle , hereford~ 1 race horses , 
and endless citrus groves . Some of the ranch me.nsivn.:3 were beautiful 
stucco and tile _ _,, cpanish type_.., a nd others the low- lying,,long ,modern 
ranch houses . TJown here there are such beautiful bright doors , 
all lovely colors - -and the flowers , well , one has to"s;e th;;· to believe . 
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Did I tell you in my l ast letter that Bing Crosby has stables , race 
horse s and nice fields up in this region, he and another man named Ling 
and s o they call the place Bingling, 

W came home from our lovely drive in what i s called nThousand Oaks". 
and "The Hidden Hills , " also a drive around Lake Sherwood and t hen 
we went into Oxnard to see that hilarious musical comedy with Doris 
Day starring as Calamity J ane. Howard Keel sings a wonderful song 
about nTake me Back to the Black Hills . n I think you would enjoy the 
picture , it's beautiful in color a nd photographed up here in Thousand 
Oaks country and the inter ior scenes wer e made in Hollywood . Johnny saw 
those scenes made one day when he was a guest at the studios and he 
thought Doris Day very cute and magnetic . He told us interesting little 
bits about the p icture be ing made which we enjoyed hearing , too . 

Sunday morning ; the l ast of November--To-day , Johnny, John , and I 
and Leo Parres , a boy from Spokane are going to take a picnic a nd go 
to Bji again , a qua±nt, Spanish town with arched s treets back in t he 
hills . It is prnounced 0-Hi. It is a perfectly glorious day like 
in July . I just packed a lunch and the three men had a morning tour 
of the white sandy beach . 

Did I foreet to tell you that I heard from Cora in Haney.,,. B.C. She E,aid 
that.sne lost her Jim l ast spring . He died of cancer . rou remember my 
te..ll?-ng you that we s A.w him in Vancouver when he was d ismissed from the 
hospital . Bye-Bye now and take care of vour dear selves We all send our 
I r-ve to all of you. Alberta . ., • ... 
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Well , a day or two ago , after we got mo ed her e my two Johns lugged 
me of to a doctor in Oxnard , a very nice, young , efficient smart 
youn~ doctor whom I thought must be like John Kissane . Right a~ay 
he named the horrible - sounding organism causing the trouble on my 
neck a nd perscribed for me and so now I · am r.etting better . I really 
was pretty miserable .for a fe ·, da s . It is bad enough to have to pay 

ix and seve dollars a ni0 ht in motels without having to pick up 
erms there, Jtoo. It makes us feel that our trailer i s far safer . 

So when I moved i-a here, I bought Purex , sterilized basin , shower 
fl oor and sink , bought Lysol and used it, too, so as not to get any 
other kind of infection. 

-
1unt Minnie said Don was out of s chool teaching at Arco f or a whole week 
on account of the athlete ' s foot he contracted on his trip east this 
summer . L ice a lso ot it and both had to be doctored e 

I Well , about the sec ond day we were here our lovely calm, nicely 
rolling sea ecame an angry lashin monster that bellowed into a 
driving wind which sent sand a-flying and made a film of sand in 
our patio and little dunes on Ocean drive. It was snug in here tho 
with the ~as wall heater turned on and the wind a-whistling around 
the outdoor corners . I said to John, "It makes me homesick for 
Montana . rr Joh11ny said, "I think the reason you ~ot this good place 
and were lucky to find an apartment vacant is because some people 
aren' t tough enough to live by the ocean." 

The next mor inp- ~he owner wa sweering out the atio a nd he said , 
rrThat storH1 ~-m,:> reall r stin , ut we seldom have them. n 1, 
to-day arid most other days the ocean has been a 1 mb an J ohn res 
·walking the beach and staring at the breakers and watching the 
seagulls fl r rip:ht aiong the crest of the wav s looking f or fish . 
Ba ck of this line of big homes that face the drive are sand dun~s 
with desert growth on them. John walks among the dunes and I fmllow 
dumbly like an Indian squaw and we watch Jack rabbits , birds and 
look at desert flowers . Then all around us back of the sea towns are 
beautiful mountains , so it really is quite beautiful here with lots 
of sea and sky and sun and sand . 

On my b irthday Ora had some couples in after supper a nd we played Canasta 
and she served ice cream , cake a nd coffee, and she broke out a bottle 
of wine at the dinner taole before the guests came and ·she g ot so gay 
dhe said , "Let's not wash the dishes . n But with company coming, John 
and Fred and I washed th.em and by .that time she had g ot over her 
extreme garety . She is quite a woman, but really lots of fun. She 
certainly is hos pitable and good -hearted. 

To-morrow we are r oin~ into the mountains and canyons aga in and taking 
a lunch as it is Sunday. Johnn .r knows all the dr ives around here . 
We we nt close to Bing ' s stables to-day , six miles from here he and 
a friend of his have their race horses and stables. 

I f orgot to say when we were at Monterey at the toll P"ate of the 
17-mile Monte r ey Ocean Dr i ve ~ith i ts famous wind-driven cypress 
treest said to the tollgate ~eeper that we.1 like Bing Crosby were 

from pokane and where was his place on the beach . (Over .) · 



7. 
She said she had not been in the habit of t elli!l[; but 7however~ishe told 
us and so on the drive we came to Pebb le Beach past tne golf odpe and 
down by the sea back of closely fenced red rood ral inP-s r,1e saw his 
600 ; 000 dollar estate w ic h occupies only about two woek ;out of the 
year . ~ · · 1 j .l ,. 'IO 

- I Well , I must ston now. It certainly doesn't seerr1 like Thanlc. P-ivinp or 
holidri.~ '" tir.1 u 1at 1ith flower .. , sunrh ine , an uch .•.a. rmth, peo!)le going 
bathin~ and all the child en barefoot But it ia a r f ine time we are 
ha vinp- ·and · so wonderful to be here with Johnny that we consic.er ourselves 
very lucky . rt was p oo to ,=:; et away from th? re_ular ,routi e and 
John is happy as a lark • . I thought he would ki himself laughing 
at an ape in the S. F. z oo . a 

We shall still ri· et our mail at Sivears as we 
we ek s more then o t o San Diego , Long Beach , and 
then when we come back for that last week I don' 
we s hall be at Santa Barbara or here , yet . 

when I 

.i: 

week , 



Dec . 11 , 1953 
Dear Montana Ones : 

It ' s ri~ht after lunch . John is putting up some hooks i n the trailer to 

hang our clothes abo've the foot of the bed when we retire for the night 
in the days to come ·when we go traveling again . This is one of the windy 

days , tho the wi nd is wartp ~tis blowing sand around . I walked on the 

sh oreline before lunch· and the \TD. ves came up so far a nd high one of them , 

caught me once and engulfed my foot and leg . But oh , that lovely green 

wal l of glistening ·water that . comes rushing toward you! It's sharp crest 

bre~ks and it spreads into a lacy f~inge , recedes and back it comes r08.ring 

ap:ain . There's freshness and beauty , but also power and danger : the drama of 

the sea . We have had a good month of rest here by the fresh ocean and good 

air and sunshine . 
H~~ 

On Wed 1 we start ed for Santa BarbGra . Passed a beautiful white stucco 

store , Sear's , in Ventura , went in and browsed around and the merchandise 

and Ghr istmas decorationsw e e lovely . John was looking for an overload 

s ring in case he might need it for the back of the car in pulling the 

trailer . I bought fresh choc olate map~e buds , those cream-filled sugar 

candies , satin candies and cashev,r nuts and they ·were so ood that I resolved 

I would get some more when we g o up this week end to send to Papa for Christ

mas . Then John bought a huge bag of freshly-roasted or r;opped por~· corn . 

We put all purchas es on the seat b t w~en us an drove up the lovely 

curving · ocean~side highway with its fronds of palms aga inst the sky to 

Santa Barbara . And of course hands dipped often into the various bags . 

When we reached Sivear's(she alvays has a key hidden out for us)we 

went in and found our mail , with your dear letter there , and a note .sa~ ing 

the r had gone Christmas shop.1.) ing . We went thru the long , floor-length 

windows on to the sun-drenched patio and I read all the mail to J ohn and 

there -..,1 as surely a pile of it. 

Then down town into Santa Barbara , we went J and bumped into Bertha's 

sister-in-la·w, Mrs . Lampert , the colonel's wife . Ue asked her to come have 
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lunch with us in a hotel coffee shop and then we' d take her home , but she 

ins isted on taking us hom.e to lunch to their very lovely home . It iq 

full of trea sures Y:hich she and her husband got in his tours of duty in 
~ 

Forto Rico , Th Philij:pines, and on their trip to China , reminds me of 

Vncle Tom's thinf s . 

After lunch we all walked in the yard and admired the banks and 

ban~ s of ~eraniums, pure cala lilies , poinsettas as high as the house 

a nd then she tol d u s to pick s ome fi r:: from he r f i g tree v hich 1r,re di d , 

althou~h t h i s is not their best season. Out of the colonel's garden she 

gave us some r ed a nd gr een ~ef})e rs and_ two b i r, cc -· :, l :.nts . -~J e v i s it ed 

u ith her and Colonel P'red until about four , then drove back t o Sivears . 

Althour:h Ora w nted us to stay for dinner1 ·we thought she'd be tired from 

shopr ing a nd came on home . 

That was a lovely trip home in the da rk of the evening . Jith a 

red aft erglm,.r of the sunset on the sea , the pa lms silhouetted a sainst 

a starlit sky in ·which a quarter moon was riding ; I had the f a ncy "lfvo.. s 

driving a long the shores of the Mediterranean Sea . 

When we reached home we found some more mail which was sent here . 

And a s soon as we had our supper there was a knock at the door and her e ,:;ere 

Arthur Greycloud and Don Goolihan, the Irish lad. We ave them coffee a t 

our snack bar (they had just come from chow)and they liked the hard satin 

ca ndy. Art played , his ~·ecords and the boys talked about a ll the things 
· r·~ J~~ ~-~1~) 

they wer e going to do when they get back to Spokftne .-'l My , there are a lot 

of homesick boys in the service ! I see them wandering thru the towns in 

their trim blues , bevdldered and lonely.-lookingJ and I wish and wish the 

world were a nice place and did not have any military organizations. 

Johnny had the duty . He has had so much of it at nights and ·weekends 

that some weekt he does not get here more tha n once or~wice, but that is 

better than nothing 'and we can sta nd it and so ca n he since he will soon 

be thru , Hurrah and hooray! 
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Well , then1 the next morning the manr. ::rer here ca1 e be· ring a p.· _cl,..:~ge from Joe 

and Doris nd did 1.rc e...Y.§_r love the pictures of the little g irls! They c.re 

just adore- 1
·· le childr n . ! o wonder rou all love them so and are so proud 

of them, you are indeed dou1. ly blessed to have two c et·~ of such darlin :rs , 

Joe's and r-'ln ck' s . J en Johnny came Jc ,_c that evening he .Sc i( , 'They're 

sure c te, hut you 1-cnovr I' v 0 nev r got to see any of those. i ds , either 

ist 

an :i the Navy! n 
,, ) ') . .1~.LJ 

I inclosv a c·ndid shot, Jo_n and I had' a man slip7'; us in San F . and 

ta~ e of us . My neck 'A':-:1.S roall hurting those last fevr d~tYS and I show it, 

but th&t John , doesn't he loo:r debona ir! 

Yes, Tinnie does look to tin:r i'.':;n: 'l little fr'.il , but I marvel hmv 

smart sh stays and how fficient she remains . You know , Leedice was 

certainl:- a cear and dutiful daughter to g ive up that nice house she and 

Don had built ·1nd in which the children gre 1 up for that older du lex . 

She said that she f~lt pretty hew the 11..st ni0"ht she was in that other 

house ha ing; a fee0 at movinp- was cuttinp; her of.,_ from the children, 

but she founn after s h e moved that vr s ·just a mtSiOd , that the children came 

But I 

r peorle with her so s~e c~n keep an eye on them a na enjoy them after 

all th se years of separc.tion . She comes in after school in her sweet and 

o-racious ·way a n~. ~ives each a hug . Unc le Jeff says that if she e~er has ~ 

~ problems sh keeps t11em to herself . She is certainly an extraorcliff rilly 

fine woman, I have .!1. l Hays felt . And I know Uncle Jeff misses his old life 

but movinf~ seems to ha re _een best for them since he is t hru his work and 

the climate i s so much better in Pocatello . 

Mrs . Sivear has invite us up for Set ., Sun., and Hon . She i s taking 

me to th n niv rsity Women's Christmas party Sat . afternoon . n the evening 
th four of us wi_l ;,: o to the East~rn Star installation, Sunday for a picnic 

nd 1 ond q the colone l and his wife are to.kine; us to a s 1ori:r· sbord luncheo 
at .the C rillo Hotal T11,., late aft e:cnoon we vc.,onc b ac .. < to the bas., here to 
bring Jo .nny name 1 tJ supper. ~ 

(over) 
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If Johnny gets a ten-daJ le.1.ve from the 17th to the 27th we shall le2.ve 
for the lmmr cities and for a trip down into 1.1estern Mexico( Somehow 
they don't tell the boys u ntil the vcr. day they go--I' d run the avy 
much different and rru'..ybe more efficiently too , by crackey! ) If he doesn't 
t_ en re s ·111 try to get an apartment right in O.xnar~. over Christmas and 
make two week end trips with Johnny down to L . A . on on e, and to San Diego 
on another to see a football Jl.me in which Johnny 's' beloved Roffler is 
1l~yin~ for the army . 

I wrote to Ernie to fl. dovm and either meet us here or in Death Valley 
and travel with us c few weeks if he c ould get off . He ,.rr·ote so wistfully 
hovv much he envied us and would like t o get awc.. .. ;r from the wet and cold 
and John and I sent him an airmail ri.e;ht away to join us . I v.dsh you 
folks could join us in De a th Va lley, too. _ou could take the train to 
~ -- v 0' n · -· c u , -ou or the::. ... e - e busse s runnins up the 138 
mi . to Death Valley , I believe , tho the,r may be few and.- far between . 
It ·would not be so fIOOd cominP, down by car as I don't blame you for 
not ~antin~ to tra el in winter . k were lucky \re started early as the 
we-:._ther has been like mid-July ever since we left home . 

It is a oity that poor Daddy did not know Joe's connection or even know 
Joe , that just breaks my heart . I don't like being so far from him 
but I am hoping; John will not ·Nant to be so long £ i.i:ray another time . I 
miss the comforts of m, n ice home and my pretty table settings and 
being a ble to cook . Th g·,.s stove in this apart ment won ' t even toast 
bread . But it isa 110n erful or .ortunitJ I am having to see the 
country and we have no colds , nor rheumatism. 

Alice , dear, I do hop e your eyes get better . It is most annoyinh not 
to be up top r . 

(l 

S~eaking of rocks, Tncle Jeff so proudly told us that he had sent Bmmet 
rocks JJ John picked ur a whole box for you everywhere we have been , but the 
other n i P-ht he looked them over and compared them vdth information in his 
rock boofr ·nd now there the rocks lie , 11 over my snack bar . John has 
disc2.rded them as"not worth a darn. " 

Tow I must pack up some thin'"''S for the weekend, all dressup clothes--I 
1 · t em be t-e-F J.c .fl ro _ -it tosY s,.. T J(2hnny · r~n Art .rill be here 
for su;per to-nirrht just precedinb Johnny's three ays o uty an 
and Sunday he has midnip-ht ·watches until four a . m. 

I love ou all very much nd reall r ~et most -a~ full~r lonesome for you 
so fa:."' awa: .:_t this Christmastime . The ~ohns also send theirb est 1·rishes, 

ou knm,r . 

Lovingly, 

c?~~~~ 
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Sunday Morning . V:/ish you could have some of the lemon sherbet , orange 
chiffon cake and fried silver trout I ' ve just fixed this morning here all 
alone while John is work ing . Never can tell who'll drop in Sunday, hence 
the need of cake and sherbet on this lovely sunny day. 
My , what a wonderful day we had yesterday. ,1 e picked up Saad ' s in our 
car though they have two handsome Cadillacs sitting in their double 
rarage and we drove to r end ' Oreille to Irene and H.' s float house . 
~~ e had some of the nice fresh apple pie and cheese I'd brought , the pie 
I got up to make at siR a . m. yesterday morning , and Irene's fresh coffee . 
Then we went fishing i n the cabin cruiser until the boys caught 38 fish , 
beautiful bi~ silvers with fresh pink meat inside their shining skins . 

Then back we cr u ised to the float h~use , .ft ie twenty the f ' sh , 
diced and fried the new boiled potatoes we had, corn, tomatoes, salad, beet 
pickles , mustard pickles , fresh brown read , and Mrs . Saad 's great high 
sunshine cake a.nd coffee . 'v-J e washed the dishes and the '.:,a(.d' s and us drove 
to town to our house where John glued Mr . Saad's glasses together\ which 
had broken on the way in . Then to SattP-'s where they showed us the 
other new mansion they've just finished having built in between the 
house they live in and the Thompsens . They didn't want any of the f ish so 
we stopped then on our way home by the llajor's and left some fish there 
for them. ::.,~inother younr, officer and his sweetheart were there and they 
all insisted we stay av;hile uhich we rlid until eleven , then came home and 
in the box wa~ a letter and a cardf_r~m Johnny . 

Wrom what Johnny says it sounds as if 
Johnny 's attendincr ,-· lasses at the U. of Oklahoma , the teachers are 
so nice and the off icers he likes very much and it is so incredible 
to be treated like a human being again after Boot Camp that lif e is 
a bowl of cherries for him. He said he is living in luxury in 
beaut ifully- l andsc ·ped grounds , uncrov;ded conditions , people bend 
over backwards being friendly , and he is even enjoying t he very warm 
weather so far, at least, which they have there . He wrote the ~irls 
are beautiful and he is getting acquainted so the Major and 1addy told 
me to write Johnny to l ine the girls up anu t hey'd be right down. 
Tch! Tch! 

It makes me ver happy to know he is doine; all ri~ht, is well-ad justed 
and pleased with his set - up . 

John told me this morning that we will start Iron . morn of the 16th of 
June as he has his three ctays preceding his v:cation which starts the 
1 t b so our trip will last longer . 

Take care of yourselves and enjoy your nice stone house and yard, 
won't vou? Johnny stud ies every evening and is in classes all day, 
but they have liverty three :;eekends out of four s o if you care to 
write him, he should have time to answer now. His address is 
John M. Miller A.A . , 735- 49-13 
N. A. T. T. C. Barracks 68 
AN (P) School Class 5D 
Norman, Oklahoma . The A. A. is Airman Apprentice, which I 

wrote you that he now is .. Alberta. 



Sunday Afternoon, May Day 

My Dear Ones: 

A lovely ·sunny .afternoon. I worked cleaning out flower beds this 
morning while a good Swiss steak dinner was bubblin~ in my deep 
well, then I got J hnny fed and off fishing with two pals by twelve 
o•clock. 

Then I bathed, washed my hair and then spent the precious afternoon 
writing a three-hundred-word essay for the American Legion Auxiliary 
National Contest on the part of teachers, nHow Teachers Influence 
the National Security." It•s open to teachers with a three hundred 
dollar first prize and :fifty-dollar bonds to five districts..,entrants. 

Now it•s after five and my Sunday has gone. Tommy nut John on the 
wire, Tl':ro6lsday, his birthday for a present and we had a nice talk. 

)~,

. John said ~e got five presents, even to Denny Boy, and everybody was 
all smiles around his supper b thday party. He enjoys the children 
and they him. They get in his bed every morning about five and have 

\ a high old time telling stories, 

11, f John was going to Olympia to-day with his cousin, Gordon Stutz and 
family to see Frank. John is laying the forms now. Had a bull-dozer 
dig a bole big enough to throw a whole school building in he wrote. 

1 ' 
The house is fifty-eight or sixty feE.t long and since it is on a 
slight ridge there is a natural driveway for a garage and so double 
garages will be ~n the end of the house in the basement. May I wroteo 
It rained right after the . bull-dozing and made the whole deal pretty 

muddy. 

} 
They say , that the two places 'Where lumber is the highest are in 
Washington D. c. and Seattle. Strange, too, when so nru.ch wood is 
available on the coast, but they cannot keep up with the demand for 
milled lumber. John bou~ht four hundred doll~s worth to start. 

For a mother's day present Johnny is going to drive me to Seattle. 
We shall start Sat. morn at six and get to Tom's s=thrw,+- one. Then 

~ we shall start home about tw~ Sunday afternoon. 

1 ·, John intends to come ho - me for a :few days the last of May. Pauline 
Mrs. S1vear's niece,will ride over and back with him. He~ husband ·-is 

J 
a Pacific Fruit Emnloyee and can never get off weekends, but has 

Monday . off, so she al .,rays has to vacation without him. And when 
.J school is out at ten o'clock June tenth, I 111 prepare to take the 
~ one thirty bus for Seattle. Johnny said he would register o m 

at Cheney Monday, June 13th and so I will not have to come back un-

~

-. til Monday night's train. John will most likely come home around 
the Fourth and so that makes intervals that are not too long • ... 

' we· went with Thompsens and Johhny took Peggy Andrews, all of us 

thoug)l i was funny, still, I :felt as you did, Alice, that it was 
almost too re al and true for comfortable enjoyment. The trailer 

was just too big. But Peggy thought it was a scre am and just laughed 
a~d lau hed. ,,. 

' 

J\J ' 

I must fPed myself and maybe I'll watch TV. I like some programs very , 
much and find them relaxing, but I don't have mu.ch time. Our reception 
on our set is as fine as any I have seen. Lots of love to you both, and 



Sunday Afternoon, five p.m. 

I' 

Re\>ort!ng fr m tho h~ick l -:)uso on the hill in ;Jpo~.mne: ~h't.'L~ ::~ lo-rely 

sunny day l J!J'ohnny 1 :--· atu.t:;5.nh; encl n e, .. s it cuie·., r:.nd s. I c· .. m.e 01t 

on· erf11l. How I love th s ::·ingl 

ke· . Ut) C.t five '·h"1.S :m ·rnin£.,, recd t e no -rs)r:tpe:~ : ) ·d until seven. 

iro nd ~1u t .. w.c1t -~ n the fu--, 1i tu.:1e I frosted t ,1e :--u ;. ·ol f r; o<l e : . e I nv:.de 

w, h d Rn lrie 1 the ·f:tr:;urines , r;;ot Johrmy 1!! i:n~e--·.k ....... t~ did yesto:r·d y•s 

i:ron:tng, r:ot dinner., ?:\sh t:.~d r ,1~:s;hos, mende "'1 the iron1 n/, Lnd then it tins . 

three in ~he •1 fternoon . rk'r inking it woul 'i ")e nice to r:;At u.t ct···~ th.ct 

Chr n-

icle because ,.f the pD.r de 1:"J ictures, ..,.. r''id it 
,/~ l 

It is now flve p . m. t:.nd scon I'll "" e t supp-r , tb.en. lcok ct rrv, 

"This is Your M1sic nand c few ot e t ~1inr.s and then ',)o to b ·d to be fresh 

fol' .. ~chool ,..-.:-, in .:n t. e mo!" : ng . 

Yes terC .:.,y mor 1:tn ; . I <. rooped eve..,'.,yt 1in to .. ,o "G-o tho ,ilnc a .:1nde ~11 · n 

Johnny su~ ,r:es ted f?.C in:"~ aft r } e had rfl.owe,. fhe l t ,ms ·t .... nd cl ·" t\ nf;) .. J tho 1"'l1rn 

wushe , n( f.p .. erl tl cs~ t, o floo .. ·s.) · So J wn tm""' ·J 1,ent but he<. \o 

nark '""··' r.y ~. nt F'ifth n f Dlvision ;j 1st u ~·:lo k fr•or: the .t 1:Jr•s ~.ouse., 
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trail down town. le st-ood r:·o -· aJ.:mos t two l ours and wo. tch ed tb.e p R;.rade 1 

of the .Shrln · l~tounted Po. t .. ~01 . 1rhe flo r; ts were r e a lly lovely ,n1d there 

we;~e qt.ti ce K.J ahov inr: <.h lileos br}ou; .. ·h .: in. (.Johnny s a id 1.;ht.5n he ·t,, .. GS in 

Unlln Walla l est Sundny the 111.:... cs we1:e all in bloom t hs r .. e. J 
7 

) ':1 ,'fl···"''' , j ,-, r1'l' ~ ~ , 

·-

into t he crn.ia. }'ie ~1:rove by the house ~ t Six.th o.nd Pine ard it lo)lted 

very nice, a.11 11r .. _.nted., ond the lawr1 , front and '> &..ck , cut o.w~ t~.rilfu"lled 
k 

e.nd nice r nd ;; reen. I told itbhnny, uTh~·,t•s t~ro Dn ldy and I first brou,rr:ht 

you 1~ome r:rom the hos-·, 1 ta.l . n He 3,nid 1 .~ I w n.s p~('>a tty s 111all on that tr:t '.'.) , 

I ··u r ss • n 1rwenty-three ye ars a::o .;hi s sry ritig J 

rrba t was sad tr a.t t r H .. eze f:.:r·tist get t ing killed. f: t t:.he st.-,,d1um St t. 

ment brolre. 

a diffe :r.i·ent -·' ay and D.11 of us ,_uttin l it on fo :~ .J ac:n r oom a.rid fline !'or the 

mothers on 1:rhu:rsd ~r;f . But I w.s.s ve:ry proud t .. r hap ,y i,h~t r.:ry children did 

thrilled . They told me they enjoyed it so nru.oh thnt we should ht ve 1)ro ... 

eve :ry1:1he :r~ J t--tn ' the c c sE;r.~ent v7 J.ndows o.nd d.001~ were op en to the nice r-·pr1ng 

wnr mth and sunshine -. 

·i ro~ram so Hhe finally told ho:r. 1 to tnke ho:ri laib:r out, and the w'- man d:td, l" 
Mv! 'Mv 
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And, so, the woman went into the emuty first grade room and shut the 

door and the baby still roared and roared thru the walls and halls 

and above poor Lil's rogram. Poor babe must hav e had a pin sticking 

it or some t hing. 

Th r we little brothers and sisters at my program too, but they 

were good and a 1 ttle older. 

Of course, you folks would get all the meaning out of that icture of .. .....,, -
Dennis and his proud .. weeping coach. I can always depend on you to click j 

and give the companionable resnonse it is a pleasure to get . Yes, Dennis 

does look sweet and comforting, and that is the way he always is, sc kind 
and gentle and understanding. He set some wonderful records, second 

highest nationa~ly .when h~vent b ack east summer before last running 

for the huskies and he was Cantain of"mig,hty Washington," as the Uts 

college song calls it. And then going up to Vancouver the Sat. we 

were on the coast .he bf,at the Canadians in a three-mile race; wonderful 

stamina and. endurance. His fpther Dr. Meyer is still at Drake u. in :h 

Des Moines as the Curricula Expert and his mother is a laboratory tech

nician for a doctor there. She used to be a girls ' ~ . s. gym teacher. 

They are looking forward to the time when they can move back to the 

coast where they were raised and where their children and grandchildren 

are. I wrote them jokinE"lY that John would build them a house if they 

ordered one when they came back. They used to say if they had a house 

built they would like John to build it. 

No1MT as to cominfs over to see us--why not ~ometime in the week around 
a-' t,..,r,J. .. ,,tl 1· .~ 'l'~..,,; 

June, first, ands tay over the week end with me and Johnny~ By then, 

my report cards, statistical reports, mee.tings, open house, weighing · 

of children and so forth will be over and there will be just a few 

days left of school. I won't be so busy around that time, and I•d 
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love to have you . So try•to come. Maybe your Danish neighbors can~ 

keep an eye on your place. You could leave a small light burning some

where in the house and that would give the appearance of some one being 

in the house at night. Pauline has a little pilot light burning all 

the time in her house in Seattle. 

She is drivin~ over with John Friday. He will have to wait for her to 

ryet off work and so may not be able to start until six, and they should get 

in here at midnight. I will go to bed and r:;et up when they c·ome as 

Friday evenin~s I usually go to bed about seven. By Fridays the kids 

have had about all of school they can S'tand for one week and so have 

all of us teachers. But the other days a~en't so bad. John will be 

here over Memorial Day and I think he and Pauline will start back on 

Tuesday or ednes ay . I'll have o put up a bed i basement for 

Johnny~and Pauline can have Johnny's room. And then the bed will still 

be un down there for Johnny when you come and you can ha1:e his room. 

Johr..ny says he is going to take off a week and get away from s.chool, 

p~ule and c~~es, and go fishing in the w2~a3 as soon as school is 

out and then he is "9lanning on goinc: 1 to help John. We will put our 

house in the hands of a ·real c state agent when John comes home and 

if there is a prospect of selling soon I shall run an add in the Bothell 

paper for a house for three or four months . If our house does not 

sell ri~ht away, tho, I mi~ht go to summer school at Cheney, as it 

is too lonely around here to stay home without John. But the house 

is in beautiful condition and even tho I see quite a few houses for 

' sale I don'tthink it will take long. I•m looking forward to having 

a semi-country place . It will be quieter. A new house is going up 
~ /" ' 

across the street here a little to the west and we can't drive in our 
( ~'- ~··1. 

back yard any more we are so hemmed in by neic:hbors. "Too close, "says John. 



I loved the two letters, one from each of you. Never, never think 

what you have to 

of such a thing~ 

be "dry and uni!Jl.portantZ Who ever heard 

you for thinkin~ so. You know I lo~e 

all of you very much and that you are Vier~ close to me. 



Well, to report on my recent trip to Seattle : Friday evening after school, 
May 6, Eunice said to me , "These are beautiful moonlight nights, why 
don't you and.~Johnny drive over to-night and then you'll have all day 
Saturday and ~unday over there.?tt 

And so when Johnny got in from Cheney at four o'clock I said, "How 
would you like to start as soon as we can 6et ready?rr It was fine 
with him and so we hustled around and pulled out of here about a quar
ter of six, having had supper and packed and collected bolts and mach
inery that John wanted us to bring. 

It was marvelous driving in the sunset and didn't get dark until we 
reached Moses Lake, then a ~uge moon came up and softened the landscape 
with a silver light and the old Columbia River looked so beautiful 
encased in it's rocky cliffs. Going thru the Pass was thrilling 
with the high, jagged peaks glistening their purest white in the moon
light. The only fly in the ointment was the dozens of deisel trucks, 
"old smok es, n which we ha to nawigate around and which nav gated --~
around us. But the drive was lovely and we had the radio playing Lumber 
jack Dance music. When we reached Mercer Island the lake looked like 

a shimmering body of water from heaven and all the dense foliage on its 
banks looked thick and tropical in the moon's light. 

Around t'he curving lakeside we went and pointed our lights down the 
steep lakeside to Tom's house. Then out of the door crune John who 

had been watching for us while baby-sitting. 1 forgot to say I 
phoned Ella at four to say we were coming. John was shaved and bathed 
and dressed in his sport clothes and all smiles. 

It was a t.JU.arter of twelve and soon Ella and Tom came in from squ,are 
dancing and we visited and then all found beds. 

The next morning we went to our land and it was wonderful what John 
had done. The foundation forms· were ready to pour on Monday, there 

was about a city block of land all bull-dozed and levelled off and 
the huge basement all squared off. and a c ircu~ rtlri ve-way leading 

into it and all gravelled by the county road crew. 

There will be a gentle slope to our 16-foot-high ridge where the 
hou-s be and teps comi" g up to the fr oor rom arj_ veway; 

and the sides and back will all be nice and big and flat, wonderful for 
lawn, g arden and patio . 

The sun was shining, birds were singing in the woods and we walked 
some of the nice bridle trails where John says people ride horseback 
every day. The yards across from us were full of blooming flowers 
and all the hillsides had big bushes of yellow, white and pink bloom. 
And we could see a part of the white Olympic Range to the West on the 

Peninsula. It was all very beautiful and at its best in the springtime 
sunshine. I•m sure we are going to have a very attractive suburban 
place. 

We had a look at the magnificent new school, the rooms all jutting out 
like the sookes of a wheel so we have views in all directions and 
each -room has a door to the outside. Then there is automatic lighting 
so when the sun goes behind a cloud the schoolroom lights come on. 

We went to Pauline•s for l~µch, then drove to the Sound to Golden 
Gardens where Johnny picnicted long ago with Denny at his 8th grade 
nicnic there. .... 



J. 

That time we gave Joh1111,r a train trip to Seattle for his 8th grade grad
uation present and s1·ru::e{school was out here a few days before Denny's 

1 Johnny got to go to Denny's celebration. 

We came back and had supper with Pauline and Leo and looked at Tv and 
heard their wonderful hill-billy records sung by the same singers we 
heard last winter in New Orleans. 

Then Johnny went back to the land and slept his first night on it 
in John's trailer which Kohn had as neat as a pin. It rained hard that 
night and John and I at Pauline's could hear all of her little chickies, 
guineas, ducksJand two young goats making all of their cosy bedtime 
sounds. 

su'a.ar, mor-ning we drove to the land, bU[ Johnny had a.lready aroae and 
hastened to Denny's house where he was simply enchanted by Denny's 
little two year-old daughter. He couldn't get over the wonder of his 

life-long pal Denny having the miracle of that child. Johnny gave ·her 
a silver plush elephant with red velvet eans that he had bought in 

Spokane for her the day before we left. Denny h a lovely wife, 
small, cute, red hair, ereen eyes nd a wonderful little housekeeper 
and cook. She's the only gir~ Denny ever went with and he started 
to go with her at fourteen. 

John and I drove on thru Bellevue. The Stutz•s had . told John they wea,e 
going for a yacht-cruise on the Sound that day so we did not stop at 
their place . We bought ice cream to go with the angel food cake I 
had brought over for .. Jo.hn. However, Ella had already made him one on 
his birthday • . At Tom and Ella's we.had a good roast beef dinner, 

watched all the lovely yachts and boats go gliding by their place ~ 
we-Gathered around the big bon fire Tom and John had where they burned 

up the thick blackberry thicket so they can make a garden.(John has 
already planted some potatoes Pauline gave him for planting , some of 

theirs that do well on the coast.) Then it was two o•clock and time 
for us to go. It's always hard to leave John. He•s -so darned sweet. 

The drive thru the mountains was lovely with the Wash.in ton tane 
Flower, the rhodedendrons, red and pink and huge al about, everything 

is ~m~nth )r two ahead of here, but nmf it•s pretty here, this last 
week has made a big difference in the shrubs and lawns at home . 

At Moses Lake Johnny and I went into 'The Hubu and had hamburgers, 
a basket or French fries, Coffee, and Johnny had a milk shake. The 
cafe was full of air force boys looking so young, so bewildered and 

homesick just as John said they looked the two months he was station
ed at the Air Force Base as acting Fire Chief. 

A dust storm came up· and Johnny said 11· t.he 1·armers didn't turn on 
their irrigation water the fields would beat us to Spokane wnicn they 
just ab?ut did, dust, dust all the way. Hom.e-and to bed at a quarter 
of n111';8, after a wonderful trip--so mucb beauty, of flowers, leaping 

waterfalls, swirling rivers,-rthe lovely .ound ·w1tn the reeling seagulls. 

I talked to John this morning by phone and he is going to try to find , 
a house to rent and if he can somewhere at ~nrnore or Bothell we will 

move over wnen school is out and we will give U] summer school for 
the summer. Johnny and I have arrived at the place where we both 

slop our coffee into our saucers, so we shall quit cracking the books 
~n~ A 11~~1A wh11A_ 
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Besides Johnny says he will give John a hand with the house, so we ~.' 
are hoping we can find a place to live. I feel John should have me over ~ 

there to encourage him, cook for him, and ·watch the project take form. £' 
Great big Johnny should have some physieal labor to balance all this 
poring over ma.thematics and German and Science. 

He and 1 went to the Spokane Education Association banquet in the 
Silver Room of the Spokane Hotel Thursday night and had a marvelous 

dinner and program. Both os us saw fellow students, fellow teachers, 
and teachers and principals we had in school here in Spokane. Lovely 
musical programs, flowers and tiny May poles centering each table. 

As we passed thru the main dining room we saw Walt an:1 Gertrude Hooper 
and Walt's sisters having dinner at just about tne same table where we 
ate with them last winter. 

I wore my new tailored ashes of roses, men's flannel suit, a white nylon :\ ., , 
blouse and. white pique small hat and gloves and felt nqui te dress-up" ~·. \. 

among all those nice-looking and well-dressed people at our banquet. J 
1 'j . .: 

Johnny left early this morning for Walla Walla and will be bacl{ to-night. "'.J. 

His girl friend who is taking nurse's training at Sacred tleart is now 
naving the phase of training that the Vet's Hospital in Walla Walla gives. 

When she finishes there this summer, she idll visit ner people at Moses 
Lake then go to American Lake Hospital on the coast for another phase 
of training. He likes her and says she is jolly and £riendly and he ~ 
feels very much at ease with her. That is the reason l gave for marry- ·: { 

ing John twenty-six years ago. So Whoops, look out,Johnny Boyl '~ 

I hope Johnny does g et interested in her as a nurse is a good bet as 
a wife. Anybody who can get thru all tnat chemistry and so forth and 

so on must of necessity have a good head on her and be able to do 
tnings. But she, Kay Tull, is crazy over horses. She says she will 

not marry a man who is not als.o crazy over horses, and so Johnny Boy 
says with a twinkle in his eyes, nr guess I must start cultivating 

a friend.ship with horses." 

e o :tne coast for we 1.- end.., I have to w:or ilre,_ 41.r.c:;..w..--..._... .... _ 
the h.ouse, mornings and eveni gs to catch up an~ also witn _tne me~di~, 
washing and ironing. Wednesday and ~esdays, l have meetings this 
conJ,ing week, and on •rnursday I am naving a motbe rs' program.,ana 

subduing an.a. training excitable seven-year-olcf5 ta!ces .some ~o'ing. Only 
rrmtee=n ctays -nio"re- df school, mat witn a p1cn1c and Memoria.L Day. 

S;hoo.L cJ.os es the tenth. John wil.L be home over _r;J.emorial Day and our 
annivers~ry. Pauline is driving over anct bac~ witn him. 

I don•t know whetner you like all tnis newspaper or not, bu~ l wrote 
:Oer'tna one at the same time and she ~ets tne carbon copy this time. 
Let us near how all of you are and blessings upon every one or you. 
Still no word from you Emmet. l'll have to say wnat Mr. Stammler al
ways writes when 1 cton~t answer right away, "I have conclud:d you have 

have broken your rignt arm." Well, lots 0£ love. Are we going -co 
see you over nere before we move? We hope so. 

Alberta. 

,·'J I 

~-"~1/. 



Dear Folks: 

I was hapr to hear from you and to know you are well, but so disappointed 
neat and 

that you didn't come over this week end. Yard and house, / all in order, 

I worked like msd · 11 week to get all the records, statistics and so 

forth clea red u at school so I would be free to be with you, and lastly 

Johnny took me marketing to the Safeway and we bought a huge box of groc

eries, including strawberries and a nice big sirloin steak, and then your 

letter of Friday evenin said you were not coming a nd gave no reason at 

all. I was SAD. 

And the weather is just perfection this weekend. I had told the teachers 

I would not be to the staff picnic to-day at Eunice's cottage at Spirit 

Lake because I was having company from Montana, so sure was I of your 

being here. But since you didn't come, Johnny is takin~ me out this 

Sunday noon. I am waiting while he showers and g·ets ready. I cannot 
hnw 

say~ thin~s will go the rest of the summer, only that I will be 

on the coast most of the time, and I am telling everyone that we are 

not receiving guests at our new place this surmner or fall, but next 

spring and summer, Oh, YesJ 

John w.:::.s here three days last weekend and Pauline drove over and b ack 
w 

with him. o had a real estate man come up and he is showing the 

house nmv at intervals. If it does not sell this month, we may rent 

the house for a y ear or two, as even if we sell we want nice people 

who will appreciate and take care of the place, so are quite particular. 

Johnny's school is out Wednesday and if he drives over to the coast 

that evening, then I will take the train over Saturday, but he may wait 

i'or me. He is going to help John bu·ild this summer. John said he is 

making Johnny his -partner. John looked wonderful when he ·was home., so 

tanned, and trim as eould be. His tummy is actuall~r flat from working 

on the building. And he was full of happy ~lans and doing ~hat he likes 

to do. 
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We are comin~ back about the middle of next week so that John can take 

a load of his building material over that he needs from our basement. 

So I shall be back and forth until we actually ~et moved. I am saying, 

noh, did you know that I have already moved to Seattle1 I am just conmmting 

tem!)orarily finishing up what has to be done over here. 

Later, in the evening. Well, we had a most lovely time at Spirit L ke. 

Eunice's husband is an army doctor Baxter Hospital an_d they 

bou~ht this $7000 lake place. They have two motor boats and everything 

nice. She had a wonderful buffet dinner for about sixteen of us, baked 

ham, baked beans, hot raised rolls, potato salad, nickles, celery, radishes, 

green onions, cherry and pineapnle cream nies and coffee. The children 

roasted weiners in the outdoor fireplace. ·So that is the windup of 

our school staff and families get-together parties. We will have a 

school picnic Thursday at the park. Johnny enjoyed the day very mueh 

and took the younger children for rides around the lake and helped them 

with their fishing. 

Did I tell you Johnny caue-llt the loveliest trout, rainbows last 1,,reek, 

enough for three me~ls, but came home drenched to the skin last Sat. 

and Sunday as it rained, but he had all those fish just the same. I 

surely missed John today, though,0-t seemed that half of me was missing.) 

I surely managed pretty well here since March 21st, though he has been 

home t i-rice and I over there twd.ce~ J~ny may ~tay here until J_gna_a1_:d~ AA 

(~ ~~~ ~~~/ ~C/~~I 

I come ba.ck next .AWeek as he would like to do some mo re f:shing , take ~-; 
I\ . / 

sleeping bag and so forth and fish the northern lakes around here for 

a few days and that would be a good way to relax. after his taking 

seventeen hours of school work a week and such hard subjects, too, 

analytical geometry, calculus, German, Biology and Teaching Procedures, , 

all of which make a stiff course, besides driving back and forth. 



It was clear and beautiful to-day and the lake and _trees and sky and 

islanas in the lake looked wonderful, everything so cl~an and fresh. 

I love Nature and the out-of-doors, smell of evergreens and wild flowers. 

Do you know, Emmet, I cannot understand why there are no records of 

that interment in the Red Deer cemetary. It seems very careless to 

me that those records are lost, or possibly that those graves were 

sold over ar.:ain. P~a told me l.ots or. tin.es how he bought the lot rigb,t ,-

in the ve y nicest place when that cemetary was opened. In fact, I 
m 

was in that cemetary when we lived up there and I remEjber something 

about it. That grave should be somewhere in there not far from Beatty•s 

headstone and Gates of Brumpton and Gates. Certainly in as short a time 

as fifty years that grave should still be there and there should be 

a record of it. There is definitely something wrong if it cannot be 

found and if I ever go up there I shall see what possible expl~nation 

the officials hgve for such a thing happening. The last time I was 

there it was on a Wednesday and all the offices wer e closed. That Wednes

day closing in Canada always throws me, several times it has interfered 

with us attendin~ to things we had intended to do while in Canada. But 

that's their custom and there is nothing to be done about it but to 

arrive on other days but Wednesdays. 

I wish I we .,,.., e free and we could all go up together but this summer I 

am pretty busy. 

Well, I awakened at twenty of five this morning and did my week•s ironing 

and mending so I must retire now though it•s only eir.ht o'clock. Had 

you come over I could have had Mrs. Kramer next door, West, do my ironing 

as I did when Joe and Doris were here. 

Well, my dear Alice and Emmet enjoy yourselves and do go fishing, beoause . 

it is fun and relaxing and you get next to Mother Nature. Lots of love r o<:)~ · ~ .At_ --L. -~ 
to all the Montana kinfolk. Alberta. ~ 7t>-,,IV ~~~ C>_. ,~z 



Dear Emmet and Alice: 

Route 2, Box 106A 

Bothell, Washington 

June 28, 1955 

Well, how are my dearies? I don't believe I have written you since 

the aftern0on that school was out a little over two weEks ago. If 

I have and~ repeat anything, nlease forgive it. 

That evening, Friday the tenth I just f nished slicking everything up, 

making a ryotato salad and a chocolate cake for Johnny to eat in my absence, 

packing my bag and so forth when Johnny brou~ht Joann Miller over and 

Kin~slands dronned in, so we had a nice little visit. Next morning 

Jo t hnny brought me to the train in the midst of the big Shrine Convention 

enjoying themselves with their donkeys, and caliopes in the down town 

streets. It was such fun to sit back and relax on the train after my 

busy closing of school, and ·watch the scenery fly by. At noon I Wt. nt 

in to the diner and had lunch and when I came back a missionary lady 

from Egypt,(~hat is she conducts a girls' school in Port Said, her home 

is in Portland and she has spent the last year in touring the u. s. and 

Canada in lecturing of her school and the Christian work they a re doing 

and maybe collectin~ funds)well, anyway, she crossed the aisle and visited 

with me and we compared notes on procedures of teaching, the intelligence 

and abilities of American children versus the Arabic children and she , 
~ 

told me of the country and what a "'layboy Ing Farouk was and how cleverly 

the neople got rid of him and set un a new government. The last she heard 

was that King FarouJr had to go to work and was nenniless. She showed me 
<! •L ~ ..,,.~ 

colored slides with a little viewer and handwork of the ~yptians, very 
,<, 

painstaking,ltextiles and l eather work~ 

When we nassed Wilson Creek, I thou~ht, Alice, of when you used to live 
\ ]} 

there and of the thin~s you had told me of your life in the Big Bend. 
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The country looks much the same, with the exception that the town is per

haps not so thrivin~ because of bi~~er towns and the automobile making 

them more accessible. 

I loved goin~ thru Stevens Pass and u0 in the hiah mountains we saw a 

bear stneding in the trees, gazing at the train going by. 

We went thru Everett, I was on the G. N., and then came windin~ dovm 

alonO' the Sound with the Sunset turning "the ocean blue to ;'?,Old, 11 and 

white shi s gliding along, all nink in the sunset. Then we were going under 

he business district of Seattle, via nnel, and pullin into the King 

Street Station • I came around the platform and there ··w as my John behind 

the iron fence waiting for me and taking my bag and leading me to the escal-

"'" ators that went uu to the street level. We drove to Mercer Island to Tom's . 
bfautiful nlace and had su~ner and spent the night. The next day was Sun

day so we came to our land and there John had a cute little guest cabin 

m~de of new lumber at the rear of his cleared land by the big; grovE of 

trees almost completed. When he could not find any place near to rent 

he decided to nut up this little cabin, thirty feet, by twelve feet, 

two rooms, sink, shower. toilet and clothes closet and did so in about ten 

days. Then We didn't work that day but drove unto Everett and to the 

b aches and had dinner at the Rip Van inkle C e in Everett. It was 

wonderful to be together and talk and make decisions, because every time 

we had seen each other since March there was always a crowd around. We 

slept in our trailer Sun. Eve. and the next three days I was up on the 

roof helping John tar paper it and holding boards and even hammering 

some. So by Wed. Eve. all was inclosed and dry so we could bring some 

things back from Spokane with us to keen house. So we locked up and drove 

to Tom's, had baths, spent the night and after pancakes the next morn left 

for Sookane taking Dennis to visit his Grandma Rose. He was a lamb and 

even slept most of the way over in the warm heat beyond the mts. 
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We reached home about four and at five, Rose, Ernie and ~lsie came all 

smiles to get Denny, then Johnny came home from the lakes with a big 

catch of fish. We fried them and had supper. Then the nhone began to 

ring and we ~ot dinner invitations for almost every evening we were to 

be home. John and Johnny spent the cays building a big haul trailer to 

bring back things we need and some of the building supnlies that he had 

in his basement and cleaning that cluttery cellar. So we worked by 

day and went out every evening, then after a week at home we left 

with the two · cars and trailer with its load. We saw a terrible accident 

past Cheney and a young Seattle man killed in his brand new red and white 

Mercury, going ei~ht to a hundred miles an hour. 

We came straight to our land after a beautiful drive and had supner along 

the way in the valley just east of us here where blueberry farms abound. 

We set up our bed in the little house and Johnny slept in the trailer, 

then the next day I put up cute curtains I had made and out all - the kit

chens;unnlies in the white built-ins that we had left over in our basement 

when we ryut in new ones on 17th. The boys have been working with switch 

boxes, lights, nlumbing and ehinking up the little guest house to make 

it more comfortable for the next few months. John expects to have the 

big house far enough along by September for us to move into it. Mean 

while we cook on the 3-burner gas stove and a two burner plate and elec

trical things, as toaster and so forth. We brought my machine and a 

lot of summer cottons, so I will sew a sun dress, a denim skirt, jacket, 

jumper, aprons, and so forth and some more curtains. 

The Real Estate agent is showing our house in Spokane Rnd wants the fur

niture left in it ~sit looks better that way~ The nei~hbor boy is hired 

to watch and care for the yard. 



If we have to move our furniture, a neighbor here has a snug little 
house on his lot like a shed, where we can store it and lock it up, 

that is if we cannot still put it in the new big house, yet. 
We expect to ~o back to Spokane for a few days again in two or three 

weeks to see how things are. The Scribes' Club is going to ~ive me a 
farewell party then. 

It is very b eautiful here, and we occasionally ge t a thrill seeing the 
the high white peaks of the Olympic Mts. They are so high that the 
clouds often wreathe them. Yesterday, Sunday, the three of us drove in 
John's car down to ~om's house for a little while, then on down to Tacoma 
and at Airerican Lake looked up Johnny's fri~nd, Kay, the ~urse who is 
now taking that phase of her training away from Sacred Heart at the 
Vet• s mental Hosni tal at American Lake. She is a very nice and f riend:J_y 
girl and I like Johnny to have such a wholesome nurse for his friend. 
She is brown-haired, blue-eyed, lovely skin and almost as tall as Johnny. 
Her folks live on a farm at Moses Lake. SHE HAS A HORSE THAT SHE BROKE 
herself and loves dearly. Excuse the capitals, I didn't notice the c ap.ital 
key down. Then we went to Olympia and visited Frank. He has his hou~e 
all done over and has a beautiful turquoise, Ranch wagon, very handsome. 
We are goin?, to get one later on, and John wants a n ick-up, too, now that 
we are country peonle. It•s grand up here on our wooded hilltop and I · 
am so anxious to show you folks the country. There are so many wonder
ful nlaces to ~o here and I oearly love the Sound ano the ships. 
I am going to sign up for some corresnondence work from Cheney. Felt a 
terr ific let-down after the rush of school and would have loved going 
to summer school, but did feel I must Ret over here arid take care of my 
two dear men who are so glad to have me around · and apureciate everything 
I do. John had lost fifteen pounds, but looks trim and-lithe and quite 



young ad he is very hap~y with his project here. I went to see the School 

Supt. a I am to have a third grade. The new school is gorgeous wJth 

its automatic lighting and coral doors, outsie, and blue on the inside 

and everythin~ shining new. There will be three third grades, all grades 

up to the siKth but twelve teachers, oms and aprincipal as there are 

so many children now, several grades of each group are necessary. 

Write us a letter andtry out our new mailbox. Elsie just did and 

there were two letters from her in the box this morning along with 

all the shopning newspaper from othell, Kenmore, and so on. (What is 

the name of that man who lives here who used to work f•~ you~ I have 

forgotsen t~tilit. Frank gave us two chickens yesterday and I am stewing 

them and the boys just came in and had broth and crackers. Now I 

will ~et dinner. 

When we were gone yesterday, Pauline and Leo were here. We found their 

note. They wrote they will come up' again to-day. 

We hear the whistles blowing here and airplanes fly over to the big 

air base at SandPoint by the u. 
We are ten miles from the u. Campus and twelve from down town. Joann is 

takin~ summer school at the U here. We will bring her out here one day 

soon. 

Now do write us all the news and how you are Alice and Errnnet. 
} 

Lots of love from us all, 

Alberta. 



Dear Em.met and Aliee: 

Sunday Morning, July 10, 1955 -

At the Little Cabana 

12 miles from s~attle Center 

10 miles from University Campus. 

Well, how are my cears1 Fine, I hope and managing to keep above the 

rainy weather, which I presume you have there, too, as I see by the 

pauers that is prevalent all over the Northwest. And in the East 

peo,..,le are suffering from the heat wave. We have hao more rain than 

we like wh5ch makes it hard for lumber and cement trucks to get to 

building nrojeets all over Seattle as we do here, tho we did get in 

a five hundred-dollar order of lumber this week, that's about the 

third big batch John has got. 
.u. 
~ e hopes to get the cement for his 

main forms this week ~if it dries out enough. Pioneering is always 

a little hard but after one aoes thru it and has a nice house to show 

for it, looking back on it mellows the experience, so one always has 

the courarye to start again. 

We shall have a very handsome house when we have it built. Under the 

big corner kitchen windows, are the same big corner basement windows 

taking in the same view. Our house is on a 16ft.-rise off the 

road and the back yard is as flat as a floor, so that makes a nice

looking setting. The windows John is having made by the company that 

made Tom's are of crystal glass, aluminum frames and there are two 

seven feet by four sliding glass ors that o~entpn the back yard 

out of the livin~ room, on the patio that will be. 

The green folia~e here is most beautiful; the ferns are so numerous 

and the whole setting and smell of air makes me think or Kootenay 

Lake, Ennnet, when we first camped there. I exnect to come around 
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the corner of the house and see you, Epnnet, and Gene as the boys I 

used to-know. The woods are filled with birdsong, even when it rains, 

and the ring of hammers, John's and Johnny's makes nru.sic in my heart. 

I think, "A new house is rising, may God bless all who dwell within 

and bring peace and strength to their hearts." 

It was good to ~et your letter, Alice, our first from you at this 

a.dr1 ress. What a shame about Arrie! Do let us know what the outcon1e 

is as we shall be wondering. Will Katherine be coming back to Seattle 

to school this fall? If she does we should be glad to go see her some 

time. 

This letter threatens to go on and on--maybe I had better sinrle 

snace.--Yesterday afternoon, Sat., Johnny showered and dressed and 
to,1k off for Olympia to his Unlce Frank's place. From there he calls 
on Kay at American Lake HosDital and takes her out. Frank has a very 
nice house on his fifteen acres down there and it is nicely furnished. 
He has a robin's egg blue Ranch Wagon, nice launch, Tv, record-
Pl 8yer and radio ~n is itting pretty with a fi ~ov . job at t 
capitol's printing office. Kay will be taking this nursing here until 
8eut. when she goes back to SRcred Heart. They juggle the nurses 
around these days so they learn all types of nursing in the particular 
setting of its kind. Handy for Johnny as he will be going back to Che~y-
such a home boy as he is, loving Snokane and Cheney. When it was pouring 
so hard a few 0pys ago, Johnny said, nrr this keeps up, I think I'll 
go back to Cheney when we go to Spokane again and register." And Daddy 
John's eyes twinkled and he said, "If the rain doesn't stop, I think 
we'll all ~o to Sheney and registerl" 

Then I said, "Now the both of you just cheer up. One of these days 
Daddy and I will be saying, •Do you remiber how much fun we had build-
ing this house, that sunnner that it rained and rained? And Johnny 
was here to help you and now he and ay are married and go horse-back 
ridin~ all the time where they live at Moses Lake, and their children 
all have Shetland nonies and all they do is ride, ride, ride and never 
come to see usl" And Johnny Boy lau'3hed out of the corner of his 
eyes and Daddy said, "That's about it, all ri,~ht." I told ~o~' 
I that Kay's folks have a ranch at Moses Bake and thRt ~efiorks for 
REA(rural elec.). He also has a private · lane which h~lies. Kay 
has thr e onnger sisters. Kay has a nice ridinri- wr~ that she broke 
herse f. She's quite e horsey girl, as the saying goes, notices all 
the horses and stables as she and Johnny go riding around. Maybe 
Johnny will be playin~ second fiddle to a horse, who knows!!Anyway, 
Kay and Johnny are good frierr:s and it gives him a lift to see her 
weekends while he is over here helping his Dad. 

Joflnn is here going to the u. and John and I are goinP: to try to see 
her this afternoon. We haven't been able to rrake connections yet 
but i ffwe do thist afterp.oon, we shall take her to· Crawford ts on the Souna or su·nner o-n1gnt. 



Monday Morning, July 11. 
Dishes w8shed, beds made, hair braided, men ~re down hammering on the 
new house, a little foggy out, but rising. tis warm and maybe a sunny 

day.Now I•.11 go back to where I left off yesterday. John and J. .showered 
and dressed up uretty. We drove along Lake Washington and called on 
Denny's sister Patty, now Mrs. Floyd Seyrnour(their little girl was ~eening.) 

She was glad to see us as we have all been friends of long standing. 
Meyers are coming out from DesMoines in August, so we shall see them then. 

Dr. Meyer is making a name for himself in the Education Dent. at Drake 
u. there and so he intends to stay awhile even tho he likes the Northwest 
much better. They have bought some suburban nroperty back there and 
will build a house. Mrs. Meyer is a laboratory technician for a doctor 
there. She is also a P. E. high school teacher and used to teach in 
Seattle but she likes the Medical line better. We sl}all be looking 
forward to seeing the Meyers when they come. Maybe wrote you we had 
already called on Dennis, his wifejConnieJ and little girl, Lynn. They 
have a nice new house and Denny teaches here, is in the army Reserve, 
has an ice business and works in a super market Sat. and evenings, and 
whenever he runs he sets records and beats all teams. He is very busy 
and hapoy and a sweet boy. 

I . 
From Patty s house we went to onen houses in a housing section where 
the houses~are selling for forty-five thousand dollars, not much bif er 
than the three-bedroom -and-den-house John is building. We also have 
the same kind of doors, windows, beams, and wood panels as the latest 
houses here. 

John has twenty-one rotary-cut Phillippine mahogany doors bought and 
stored in Tom's basement, his glass windows and aluminum frames are 
being made do ow n b9u t three beautif ~ rass hanging 
lamps with etched crystal ·-&~ ~ e~ '4for forty-five dollars for John's 
birthday this spring and they art stored in Pauline' s basement. 

These houses we saw had magnificent views of bake Wash and the mts. 

Then we drove to the u. Campus and called at Blaine Hall where Joann 
lives, but she was out. But it was fun seeing the enormous fraterniy · 
and sorority houses. And John and I went to the Alpha Sigma ·Chi House 
where John_ stayed when he was taking that U course in civilian defense. 

From there we decided to ~o to Uncle Tom's in West Seattle. So we 
drove out there and knocked

1
av-d nretty soon Edna came to the door and 

she s eemed so cordial. Now- I 11 nost you on all the details there-
Two years ago when Uncle Tom grew quite ill with arthritis Edna and 
her husband moved over to Uncle Tom's house. The u~shot is that now 
they have to take care of the two houses. They keep furnaces going 
in both and have a gardener for both plac~s. 

But Uncle Tom grew worse and even became confused as Papa is and it 
Rot to be too dificult for Edna to nurse him. Her nose bled and bled 
until she had to go to the hosnital and stay two months and she lost 
so much blood that she had to have blood transfusions(I forget how 
many.) 

Well, then, Uncle Tom had to be put in a nursing home. He was always 
wanting to go to sea and man his ship, thou~ht he was as good as ever, 
or he wanted to go out to his Bainbrid~e Island Home. He had good 
eyes and read and liked TV, but he is 86 and t'apa will be 89 this fall. 

'T1hisUnursin~ home is only a mile from Pauline's, so we shall go to ' 
~~~ nc e ~om some time. 



4. 
Edna showed us around and there on Uncle Tom's big rolled top desk 
was the urn containing Aunt Amelia's ashes. Nothing would do but he 
have i t rio:ht there, which was sweet I thought. He got comf'ort from 
it. In the desk drawers were packages and packages of' all his cancelled 
checks thru all the years. Everything dated and in order, and the 
p igeon holes were neat as could be with everything in nlace as if it 
were measure. Maybe that seamanship training accounts for that extreme 
order-,liness. 

But it was all a little sad and Edna says it makes her sad to live 
in the big old five-bedroom house. She thinks of the early years 
when her Daody had the house built and how her mother loved it and 
was hapoy there. (And when I visited there in the twenties, · it was 
so different,~everything was still in style and beautifully kept up. 
Things are looking a little old-fashioned, although there a re many 
priceless items from all over the world about.)And Edna as then ·uat 
exquisite, a very uretty girl, and very much elite.She is not as fat 
now as she· wasJ perhaus..-! when you s--aw her on account of her illness. 
She is little-boned and has the prettiest-shaped small very white hands; 
lovely pink and 'White skin, just flawless, and pretty blue eyes and 
those black eyebrows and lashes you mentioned noticing, Alice. It 
came to with quite a shock how fast the years have gone by, because 
when I last saw her she was twenty-five and was goine to be married 
and the bloom and freshness of youth was hers. Unele ~om was riding 
high, Aunt Amelia was still attractive an~beautifully-dressed and set 
such a beautiful table with her lovely chiha and roses. Her roses 
still bloom Rnd there is blue delphinium away over the ~the fence top 
at the back. She took such pride in all the flowers. 

Edna's Tom has been in the Naval Air Force seven years now. He is a 
Lt. Commander, gets seven hundred and fifty dollars a month and can 
retire in thirteen years at forty at three hundred and fifty. He is 
making it his career. At nresent, he ~sat Pensacola l earning helicopter 
flying. His wife is here at her mothers and is expecting a baby. Paul, 
too, is in the Navy and was in Korean duty twice on the Princeton. He 
and his wife are living in San Franciso. Both girls are Seattle girls. 
Uncle Charlie Quinn is -dead. Q __ _j) -/{vJ 11 {· v"-- . r:-1_,,-Ut. · 1 

.,.,~ C,..- ..,f,-lfA' ,,. -f~ --;v,.-,.1 I~ ,,;(,,,(.;~ 
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Edna gave me orange juice and cookies and the menJ had two cans of 
beer. She '·.1anted us to stay for su --,per, but John was taking me to 
Crawford's(such a romantic place and delicious food) so we left 
them and drove down to the Sound and to Crawfords~ Since it was . 
Sunday evening there were a lot of nice family groups having a meal 
there. We had a nice table overlooking the water and ships and red 
sky in the Coral Room. We had baked red King salnon with Spanish 
sauce, a bi~ baked ~otato, string beans, rolls and crisn bread sticks, 
salad, sherbet anrl lots of coffee, and at first the most delicious 
clam chowder served in chowder cups.There were aquariums of trop ical 
fish and oil mura],5on the walls of marine gardens and the drape r i es 
are of lovely colors in fish and shells and seaweed design. We are 
going to take you there some time. When I mentioned it John said, 
"Maybe they can come over next snring when the house is farther along.!> 
sit by our nice fireplace(we•ll never run out of wood here) and we will 
take them all over.I'll most likely go to Cheney to summer school 
next summer. Everybody here s ays t e E u ca tion Dept. of SeRttle u. 
c~n' t c mpare with Cheney because ~ 11 of t r- eney School is geared 
to Educ a t on and(teacher-training. ~e u. here is bog ed down with 
ol tics and. is .so huge that the classes have abo1.1..t thrEe hundred 
-cu en-cs. -'They na"re o-cher gooa departmen~s liere tho, especially 

dent is r y , nharmac~ , mf die ine, and so forth. 
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I hope you are comfortably seated and at your ease reading all of this, because here is some· more. I just put on the coffee and will take John and Johnny cinnamon rolls and rye bread and cheese and coffee for their morning coffee reak.Well, to qet back to going to Uncle Tom1 s ho11se--that evidence of the swift passage of the years made John and ,ie realize that we had better get to ... '"Trailering>; again before too long. And so we· said, not later than two years from now, we intend to get a nice big station wagon and go down to California antbuy a nice de luxe nineteeen or twenty-ft. trailer at the fac.tory • I - e like it here very well by then, we may rent the new house for th winter and just come up here summers, or if we need a change we can sell out and have a permanent home elsewhere but we want to -~ -Itravel aroi nd before we ~et too.old to enjoy it. And so we said ~Alice and l.f mnet can jump in their car and meet us at Death Valley and wherev r else they want to. We will have an air mattress in the station wa~on where two can sleep and the trailer will sleep three. We told Ernie, too, that he should come see us and one of the beds can be his when§ver he i- akes the notione Poor Ernie has been pretty tied down. He told us he would like to see the Southwest. . ~-

We had supper at Tom 1
s Sat. Eve after Johnny went to Olympia. Elsie is snending her two-week vacation there, but was out with Ethel for the -veekend. Tom and Ella are going on a yachting trin given for the R.R. traffic denartment by a big company here who owns the famous John Barrymore yacht. They will cruise the Sound and go around Bainbrid~e ~sland Wed. Eve, and have dinner aboar. Tm s been on tis -yach e fore ands y-s it is very swanky with six beautiful state rooms. 

When John finishes these f omns and et ets his cement noured we will go .7 
to Snokanifor a few days a11 bring b ack more thinr;s · in the" 'haul- trailer; (At the end of this week or next.) John says since I came over earlier and gave UT) goin(:l' to summer school, I should go for the 'JOSt session from the first of Au~ust to the middle and he and Johnny can get along fine here, and so I may if the house is not sold by the.n and every thin~ is going alona all ri~ht here. I always get quite an inspiration there for my school-teaching. I have signed up for Social and Intellectual History of the United States and am taking that now from Cheney by correspondence. Also I have made a nice yello -w sundress and linen bolero, have a white bolero cut out, a rose denim skirt, and then I have material for a plaid jacke°t'" and a nink denim jumper. If the falls are as nice ·as they say they are here, I can wear these new cottons I am making upJ to school this fall. I love my sewing · machine and it is such fun to have some time to use it at last. 

J 

' It was nice for Macks for you to be at their nlace with their children. Did it bring back thoughts of old times? What fun we used to have and how we used to laugh about thin<Ts Alice and Emmet: We shall have _ __L. .I) t2_ get ~or.;ether m~e often. c)- --:7~ ;1 ~ ~~1-J.-O ~~· _ ~~,,/ ~~,~~~~--~~-I told Joh~- i ~1wouldn 1 t be surprised if Mack is governor of Montana someday and his little wife, Dordy, would make a very nice first lady of the State of Montana. And that Joe and his wife are a won-derful counle, too. They will all do . fine, I kn~ a~d you have every .z:;;:::::_-right to be prou9-, of them and the.ir children. ol'--! ~...,.~,· '---J~ c..- ~ ..... ~& a,.. y'\...-"., /,Y-vt..£. ~:: l /-c ~ - y/v(' ,, £~ ... <~/z._./ ... /<:> v· --::V->"'~ ./ - - r ~ ...... ......,........ ... ,<.:' -Johnny had a fine weekend with Kay. Theywent oyster digging in the Bay and had a big oyster feed at Frank's house. ~R,f!0b!8h~~idi~st 0 oPYrfigYi me~nsigfstgr,i~eaigres _,Le ............ .......__ 
~~ 

Ofl,tA.n.Q.~ U::.:1,YlL.:I..G"- ..... lr. 

as we 



Well, my dear·s1, 

Monday Afternoon 
Aug. 8th ,. ,· </ ~5-..!J-

It was wonderful to see your letter wavin~ fr,om Johnny's hand ash e 
stopped hammering long enough to get the maili'rom our big box and bring 
it in to me about 11 this morning, when the postman comes. 

After reading . ~r letter and seeing how busy you have been with co ... m
pany an,-i b 2_by-si ,_ting and helping prepare chickens, and b.;mmet with car
oenterinrs and as.sisting •"'ack and so forth, J. can see why day afttr day 
went by all summer,and nary a letter 1·rom our dear .c{in in Montana. 

We were cteli(l'hted, however·, that you were entertaining 'l'uttle•s a s l 
know you folks enjoy them so much and they are such nice company. Kar1 1 s 
1.s a merry personality, in spite of the dif'f icul ties 1 ife has de 1:' 1 t him. 
You've been keeninG so busy, it•s enough to make a person -~retty tired 
ana so you are for~iven for not gettin~ around to Nriting we had begun 
to think you ha scratched us off your .List.(Gould we have hurt your ree ings'! 

·-- -I do hope Arrie_ ·will steadily imorove_. You know I thou~ht that King4's ( ' , .. -_'.... .) 
hac alrea ~y moved to Big Sandy long ago, perhaps it was just ~talking d ... ¥: 

about_ 1. t that .L heard, and now they are actually going to make the ; 
move: Is KRde any better? She has had a bad time. 

Well , we went home to Snokane about July 17, on .:::>und ay) talrin~ nlsie ' ... l . 
back with us t')s she had been ove r· visitin~ at 1l'om 1 s for 'vwo wueks and 
she and the.L haci been here to call a few -times and we h 'i seen her a-c 
'l'om' s. ~v 11, ·1·0- i brought her u n the evening berore we lL;i't and that 
nip-nt John and literally ~oured. her into a slee , in,o: bag and laia her 
on an .-,r· 

1 
J "' , all of us lau7hing fit to kill. Up brir"ht and e 8rl v 

t e 11.e ~t 'p tiful morn and home by way of the b,_ auteous Stevens Pass 
with its 1•rhite neal s and waterfalls, and thru Wenatchee . At home,John 
loaded un the b:i,.__ haul trailer he had made previously and b ack we 
s t2 rted ~ ~r " , t tle Thursday morn, the 21st, briner ing Dennis with us. 
r~~~~ 
lfo£n•s hurse friend, Aay, happened to b e home visiting at Moses Lake dur-
i~he same interim that we wer·e in Spokane and she called us long 
distance in Spokane, Wed. Eve., to say her folks wanted us to stop on 
our ;,-riy hack and have lunch with them at Moses Lake. Also, Kay was to 
ride bsck with us. And so we did. ':!.hey live in a beautiful new brick 
ranch house, finished in March, and the house is 3 or 4 miles out of 
the town in a circle of nice new houses each with some extra ground. 
-Maybe I told you Aay has a horse which she broke herself and so there 
is ~lenty of room to nqsture the horse. The Dad works for R.E.A. and 
hns his own nrivate Dlane which he flies in his busines~ at the differ
ent towns. The mother's folks were fa~ing peoole from Prosser and we 
mf:: t the p;randparents from Prosser, too, as they were visiting at Kay's. 
The mother and 1 ·ather are both forty, birthdays the same day, Kay is 
nineteen, her sister Lynda, 17 and in H. s. and a little sister seven. 
The father, an .i.rishrnan, Ed 'lull is BIG. He actually towered over our 
big Johnny. The mother is slim and pretty and young-looking. 1hey 
belong to the congregationalist church which is the same one Johnny has 

ft\.emebership in, so - that is fine.We had a lovely luncheon with the vhole 
family there and not in many a day have I met such a charming wonderful 
1·amily, all so apparently thinkin7 so rm.1ch of each other and so well
mannered ~nd so forth. 

Denny, as l said, was with us and he certainly behaved so nicely that_; 
as Johnny Boy . said_,. he was quite an asset to us, sitting at the table 
so quietly and eatin~ every scra , of his food, and when he did talk, 
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talkinR; so cute that everyone said what a cute little boy he was. We 
left their house about wo and came on to Se2.ttle, lovin~ it all the way 
as it ·-as such fun with Kay and Johnny along. I have never seen Johrmy 
Boy so happy. He and Kay were so merry that I said to John their youthful 
joy and bei~ in love rubs off on me ani John and infects us with its 
hap~iness. We've just had a wonderful summer. r.rhe first two weeks 
we were here it rained most of the time and Johnny Boy and I didn 1 t 
know whether we would like it or not, but since then the sun has shone 
and the whole nlace over here is sob rio;ht ar.rl clean and scrubbed 
apr earing that I think it is just about the most wonderful climate 
I've ever exnerienced. 'l'he air is so invigorating and smells so good 
and fresh, fresh, fresh, Every twig and leaf just shines, ther~'s no 
dust on 2ny folia~e. 

The other day, l saw Mt. Baker to the North, like a pink ice creara 
sundae, then the Olympic Ran~e, our western view, showed its jag~ed 
white peaks all day, there wasn't a cloud in the sky. Then that 

evenina we went to see John's cousin's family , Gordon, and 11 down 
the Valley we could see hu~e and pink Mt. Rainier.(It rises. two miles 
up in the ~ir over the other Cascade Mountains, so it surely stands 
aloof and alone in its proud majestic beauty.) We drove slowly so we 
could drink in all that beauty . Then coming home the moon was un big 
and round and yellow and throwin~ a path of gold over the iJaters of 
Lake Washington where bis ships were rid in~ at anchor, having come up 
thru the locks to fresh water to kill the barncales . So I said, "We 
ar"e blessed. So much beauty all in one day 11 f n 

Well, to p;o back to our return trip to Seattle, ·we drove thru the 
dairy country and along by all the blueberry !'arms on our way to 
Bothell, then to !~enrnore, passed the country club and climbed the 
lovely paved and c urvinp; road which leads sently to our hill ton 
nroperty. We had supper and then the <luinns were d1..,ivin~ up after 
Dennis, an:1 tho he had been treated like a King over visiting 
Grandma Rose, he was almost hysterical with joy ,,'hen he sa~r his 
family. He leaped and yelled and slipped and fell and Joh" , Sr., shouted, 
"Cntch that kid . We got him t his far. Don't let him kill ; dms elf now." 
Tom and Ella lau ;hed and Denny huq;r"ed Tommy and:tS1}.erry- 7 ohf it was a 

joyf\ll reunion--Denny had been gone a month ana Just d1dn t know 
how to handle his joy when he got back here . They left and then 
Johnn d J ove off for Ame·eican Lake with Kay . Itts quite a drive down 
there and so it w a s midnish t when he returned. 

You spoke of wondering if I wePe at Cheney--well , when we were in Snokane 
l phoned the girl with whom I rode ll'st summer and she was not f?Oing to 
the post session so r ather than look farther for a ride to and from 
Cheney, I ~ave it un. Besides,~ felt the boys needed me here as they 
work until about nine and nine-thirty on the house eve y evening rive 
day~ a week and they need good nourishing meals, so bHck I came. with 
them. 
Last weekend at three Sat . afternoon, the three of us drove dow~ to . 
American i..ake nicked up Kay and then went on to Fra:lli' s place rive miles 
out from Olympia. we had su··1 Jer with him and then l made _a hu3e .t)~t 

of clam chowder to take un Mt . Rainier the next day . I had made a 1Jotato 
sal"'ci here first . "e had a nice eveninr with TV and the ;roune; folks 
pl~ing Acey Ducey and then Johnny took Kay bac~ to the h~s)ital where 
we ...., icked he1., u c a c: ain the next morning alonn: with two otne~ nurses. 
In Frank's lovely turquoise Ranch Wa .:-on we left with the gir~s soon 
after sixVand drove up Mt. Rainier . Beautiful paved roads, like 

&,:(.,-;,-,., 
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cathedral aisles, up and up and up, waterfalls everywhere,-everything 
shinin~ clean. I never saw such clean and thick andfragrant forests. 
Wild deer lying in ferns, birds, eagles, 0·1posums. lThen we came to 
the cle arin~ where huge Paradise Inn is. n.11 around us whe 1..,e white 
ran~es 01· mountains, a wide open vista with rtt. Rainier above all 
else. It was ten a. m., then;and we ·went into the Inn and looked 
at the huge fireplace with its blazing lor;s. We had hot coffee 
and rolls and then started out on our hike for Paradise Glacier. 
My, what a rugged climb that wasl Up and un and up, we went some 
more, but this time on foot and sometinEs on the~ Whoops;--the fanny. 
We sli1,ped and slid. - .1.he alnine meadows of beautiful wild flowers gave 
way to snow. Parties on horseback passed us, the easy ay to climb, 
but we are the hf arty souls l We went along the skyline trail and 
finally came to the Glacier with its gleaming whi te'snow and its pale 
green ice caves and rictges. We were six thousand feet above sea level 
and l ·mean that literally, as before we started UP the mountain in 
our car we were at sea level, of course, but we were still eight 
thousand feet from the summit. Our mountain-climbing nei~hbors here 
have been to the surnmi t. But that ;·;as climb enough fo all of us and 
I was a 11 tt..Le stiff the next day and so weru the other two nurses 
Kay told us, but it didn it phase J.\.ay who is quite an athletic a;irl 
and a horseback rider. · 

Well., then 1rJe descended the mountain, got in the car anct rode down to 
a rushin~ river and falls and heated up our big kettle of chowder on 
the gasoline stove, made coffee, had the potato salad, slicea cold meats, 
olives, bread and butter, crack rs, coffee, candy bars, and salted nuts • 

We had such fun, took a lot of pictures . ·.1.·he youn~ folks all rode in 
the back seats and John., Frank and I in the front . We sang all the 
old time sonrzs we knew, then the young Deo -le Hould clap after ou1~ sonP-; 
0 nd t_en the~" rnuld sing one for us, we iould cla!) and sinD' another for 
them. Dactcy John said to me later, that he ne\er had such !Un since 
UAunt Ma:?;gie CPUght her ti ts in the wrinr,erl rr Tchl Tchl That John. 

We dropr)ed of1' the two nurses at the hosnital, took Kay back with us 
to Frank's where we ,9,rrived about seven p.m., had sunner, more TV 
then Johnny took Kay back to Are rican Lake., and came b ack to sleep 
at Franks. After the ni~ht there we left Monday morning going thru ~ 
Tacoma. We saw a sign,'-Power House bars for sale, fresh, but imperfect;) 
so we 1-~t into the factory and bought two dollars worth and they we-, e 
lovely, s1.mnly melted in one's mouth, a nice assortment, but some just 
a little too larn.:e or a little too small for the machine wra-.ning . 

We bought r:rroceries and then got ack here about noon where we hed our 
lunch and the boys rr,ot to work on the house. It is so bi~ a trip that 
we could not make it all in one day and so had to S"1end two nights at 
Frank's ulace ~ 

They have been havin,rr S~g__f.ai.r here the las\ week, parades, nira tes 
burnin~ a shin on the Sound, wonderful speed boat races, mardi ~ras 
dancin~ in the streets, somethinR ~oin~ on all the time, but we did 
not take the time to see much of it, but will another year. 

I inclose a snan taken at Pauline's with one of her baby roats. She has 
two mama p:oa ts and yesterday John was ·- ickin('l' cherries which Pauline 
was ~ivinrr us and the two goats climbed un the ladder besid~ him an~ 
ate the cherries off the tree as he nicked . John lau~hed himself sick 
at the antics of ~hose goats . When they thou;:rht John was r:.:ettinq; too 
many cherries, they'd a::fve him a bunt. I took movies of the Derformance. 
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If you care to, you mi~ht save this clinoin~ I send you as I most -
likely will nut it in my scranbook where I nut items with my name 
in them. I v.r.'.:'S hired in January and other teachers at different times, 
but this is the list. You will notice that nearly all the women teachers 
are m2_rried. The John Kidder mentioned is a nephew of our Mrs. Kidder 
in Spokane. She ha.cl told me he was to teach in- this vie ini ty O I kne1,1 
a Roy Wick in hiczh school and am wondering if this is the same fellow. 

The new Kenmore School is the most handsome school I have ever seen in 
all my life. Pauline says it is a duplicate of the new Woodrow Wilson 
School in Seattle. I~ is the last word in modernity .. The doors are 
coral and blue, the floors are covered with asnhait tile blocks, each 

room has an outside d~or, and the windows are almost to the floor. 
There are sinks, blond counters and cupboards,and lavatories in the 
urimary rooms. The sidewalks connecting all the doors are from twelve 
to fifteen feet wide and there a re cement :ol ay areas with diamonrls of 
soil in them where flowers will be nlanted. Ls.,-ms are be-tng put in, 
and all Rrounc1 are the hills and woo'"i_s an4beautiful scenery. 

As you annroach the building where the office is, one entire wall is 
of cedar stained a chocolate brown. Upon this outside -vmll are· 
the words,Kenmore School,in raised white block letters, the shape of 
sails, ea~h letter looking like a white sail . Then tliere are two 
sail boats in -.Jhite sunerimposed upon the wall, and it is just a 
wonderful outlay for a school in a seacoast area . I•ll bet the children 
will think it wonderful. 

We certainly have nice neighbors all around us and never this summer 
have I hem...,d a one of them say anything unkind about another. They 
invite us in fo~r> coffee, tea, and strawberry shortcake, calling John 
and Johnny, as well as myself, to come in the middle of an afternoon, 
so we cross ·I-he road and take twenty minutes off or so . 

They ask us to come nick cherrie~, raspberries, strawberries, lettuce, 
rhubarb, and so forth vJb.ich I us,.ially do and now I have quite a box 
of nice jams. EverythinJ ~rows so easily here that John says he has 
had more fresh fruit and ver;etables this summer than. he ever has in all 
his life . He is nlanning a nice garden, berries and~ruit trees for this 
nice bi~ flat area that is our backyard . Our huge giass slidins doors 
came and they will oT)en out on to a .flat patio le2.ding to the back 
yard from the livincr room. The glass for all of our windows wa-: made in 

Germany, a very fine crystal glass and a factory here made our aluminum 
windo'W" frames to order. Thi s house i s really going to be a beauty . I 
don't think we shall sell it, but take off some winters in the future 
and go South, but keeping this for a permanent home . I am liking it 
better than I ever thou~ht I could . I'm looking forward to gettinJ it 
well enou~h alon~ so we can put up our four nice double beds and· have 
you folks come visit us for as long a.s you care to staye There really 
are wonderful nlaces to take you over here and I am very sure no ?lace 
is more beautiful and lush than this Pu~e\ Sound country when the sun 
shines. I just hold my breath for fear its just a dream. 

We are dri vina: back to Snokane the 17th of Augus t . Scribes Club is 
havin~ a party in my honor on the 19th. And we go to Dick Allen's 
wedding the 20th. I bought a steam iron at Johnny Boy's request for Johnny to give the pair, and I now must pick u1, some.thin,s fqr John 
and myself to give Dick . We shall see a lot of our friends at the 
weddin~ and recention- so I am looking forward to it . Johnny is to be 



'.U 
I~ 

sJ 

' I 

5. 
an usher and wear a Tux. 

Then John will drive b ack t o Seat tle h auling a 
trailer full of ~oods and Johnny and I will s t ay 
home a bout a week packing and John will come back 
and ~et us and ano t her load. So if you can drive over 
between the 19th and 26th of August or so_,wetd be 
so hanny to see you. Harvestin'S , though, that you 
mention may interfere. I'll have t o get the house 
dismantled this trip ove::,as school starts Sen t. 
7th, here with our teache rs' meeting coming on the 
sixth, preceding the openi~ of 8chool. 
We ho~e Joe is feelin~ better. Do tell all the 
folks hello for us and take c are of yourselves. 

Don't take so long to write, a line or so, or a card 
will do. ~ racked my brain to see what I had said 
in my letter that mi~~t h ave hurt your f eelings, but 
could remember nothing that could, as f ar as I could 
see. Dop ~ think I mean anything unkind will 
~ou1 because r-Iove you all very mu.ch and so does 
.John anc1 s o doe s Johnny. LovinP.; ly, ~~"'-' , 





De ar :B'olks: 

Au0U s t 9 , 19.? 'J 

Hi ~ht afte r midday. 

We just h ad the most wonderful iunch, tender, 
breaded veal, French bread, mashed potatoes and cour 
-try gravy, gre at bi~ ears of yellow corn, stewed 
cherries, tea ang coffe ~. """Wish you could h ave 

joined us. "l ~ --f'~ L- ... . 
Johnny and I d r ove do1-rn to Kenmore this morning 
for 7roceries. Eve r ybody is so friendly there 
and tho it is the suburb of a larae city , it has 
the ,, lea s antnes s of a count ry town. There is one 
merchandise store, c al l ed 11 Cou~ty Fa ir," a nd it's 
fun to1• browse a round in it'; J.:hen t here are c afes, 
Su r'1er 1arket, Launderetfe, Cl eaners, Drug Store, -
Oh, just everythina , nost office a nd so on. There 
is al so a bi~ drive-in theater and when~ s aw Montar 
-a Cattle QUE£N WAS PLAYIN -! THE"RE A FEW,(Whoops, 
my canital key stuck) weeks a ~o, I thou~ht of 
Montan q and you. By the way, I see a lot of Montan~ 
c a r licenses, wi'ne color, this y ear aren't they;" 

I just mail'ed you a Sunday P. I., e_ very special 
numb r showin8'. all t he Seaf'a ir events. I thou._ ht 
when I looked at Pauline's and Tom's pcper Sunday 
tha t I would buy two, one for Jeff's and one for 
you. Then this mornin~ when I ~o t to the Drug 
S;y.Qre th1efe was onl y one lef't. I said to Johnny, 

Who wi get the most enjoJ1.!lentv out of this one 
paDer, Uncle Emmet or Uncle eff~and he s a id, 
"Send it to Uncle Emmet," and so I did. 



------~-~-
You asked about the Lees. Toddy wns very successful 
teachin~ L~th gr ade at Grand Coulee this l a st winter. 
His mother and a brother kept house for him and they 
all had a fine winter with everybody friendly to them 
and lovins Toddy's nrusic. Toddy ~ot a $300 raise and 
is goinq back there this winter. Toddy's sister sent 

me a beautiful orchid from a florist in Honululu which 
kind only blooms once in seven years. Mrs. Lee said 
John is to receive a ~rass skirt from her--he will 
surely be a~le to hulu then. --I am h ear ing such inter
estin~ things from my Irish neighbors. This lacly, Conni 
-e Watann was born in Dublin and I love her descriptions 
of the beautiful Irish castles she has been in. er 

ather, Captain Kelly>sailed out of Seattle as did 
her two Ca,,t ain uncles. Itl 1_ bet they knew Uncle Tom. 

Her father and uncles are aea~ now. Not man~peonle 
live to be 89. like Pa a apd Uncle 1 s ~ N 

wonder they are Failing now. ~~s 8r 6J.. d, 'RI.berta 



Sept. ;,, 19,:,.5 

My dears: 

Thanks for the nice big letter awaiting us when w e returned here, after the 
the busiest time imaginable. It was wonderful seeing you if only 1·or a 
short time and I felt so close to you and hap:y havin~ you in our home • 
.l:mt cto remember when you come to Seattle to visit us that we sha11expect 
a lon~er visit. It's too bad you did not come back with us this time as 
I have never seen such lovely weather, crys-cai c~ear days, not a ctrop or 

rain all of AuQ.Ust and Sept. this f'ar, though the dew at nights lrneps every
thing!" resh and clean-looking. 

t5uch a time a s .1 hact s irting out people and tryin~ to r;e t ·9eo ,le who would 
be sare to entrust our house with. Finally, on T'nursday, came a lovely 
cou-:)le with recommendations, references, and who seemed very nice indeed·• 

& is e field representative of the Sylvania Company, . Bruce Bryant. He an. 
his wire and eif.!h-C year olct st~ctious-looking little boy reminded us of the 
major's family whom He liked so much. 'l'hey rented the house at once with 
option to buy. bo i !"lew around., washed and ironed and re-hung all the 
curtains, packed three nights until midnir;ht, waxed the floors, stored some 
things in the basement as the renters · said we might do until we =· an move 
them later, and then John came home, Sat. the 27th and helped me finish up. 

In the mean time Kay had come bac.k with JoL· ,ny when he finish ed. his lovely 
three-, -i ay visit with her an=~- her f'amily at their Mos es take home .. l:ie bought 

her a beautirul rin~ and My, it was lovely havin~ all that shining young 
hen1iness in the ho·1re. John and I are very well n leasect. She seems -co 
be a woncterrul O'irl,, so ca-oable, so racious, and so e ager to Dlease, 
an~' as l told _Y.OU reyiouslY, who would make a bett;~r ·w i f'e than a trained 
nurse? 

Well, Irene Thompsen took us to evening dinner at the r:; or;eous Colmstock 
Arms dininci: room. KinQ;slands had me uu for dinner to our little studio 
house we sold them. Other friends calle 6 us and had us in ror coffee 
and on Sun~ ay at·ternoon we went to another weddin;1:;; , Jack Luenow' s (he was 
the boy 1-rho left for the Navy with Johnny). Bero re John came home .1. had 
sold his aluminum and received ~no3 dollars for it(he thougbt 1 did re a l 
well..) I sold the dining set, but best of all was renting of the house 
so satis1·actorily. · Well, then, after working like mad and wet with 

persniration we were able to pull out Wed. ~ug. ~ls,t two cars and hau+
trailer. ~e haa a ~rand trin over stopping at ~ltensburg for a delicious 

cube steak d inner which reminded me of the dinner put out by Dean at m•eat I1·alls 
the time we took you there, and the nlace was similar to that, also. 

As usual., in sunrrner, Moses Lake country was about 110 degrees, so it was 
heaven to get back to the nice fresh coast with its greenery and sunshine, 

too. The first of Sept., I worked like mad all day, getting tnings stowea 
away in our cabin, and ftnding room for Tv, refrig., the other big dresser, 
ana so ror"th, also John's paintings which do wonders for these lrnotty 
pine walls. lt is all real cute and cosy. 1'he boys are getting the 
partitions in the big house now and John has the big huge main beam 
that runs end to end thru the ceiling, stained a color that looks J.ike 
myshiningred cedar chest. 'lhe cross beams will be shin ing honey-colored. 
on, i.t•s goin.~ to be a dream house, the loveliest one yet. It's taking 
on beautiful character already and. all of' John;s artistry is going into 
it as you know it would. 

Wel l , then, on Friday m0pning Johnny r a n m1:., r
1

own to Bothell to the 
meeting for the thirty-eieht new teachers. 



2. 
Johnny left me the re and there was coffee served f'rom a ctahlia-ctecorated 
tabl_e. nere vl e_re introductions and speeches and then the Supt. and 
the rinc1oal 01 our school, looking lika a counle of conspirator~ 
descended up.on me and very sweetly asked, nwould you consider taking the 
remedial re'"adinO' classes in the -'~enmore school? n My credentials had 
stated that I loved and un~erstood children, so now I shall be working 
in the beautiful library heluing the emotinally immature, the slow 
learners and those who were retarded for one reason or another. ~twill 
take patience and much ingenuity to motivate and help the children to 
adjustment. But~ will not have many pupils and so can g ive them individ
ual attention. I think it will be a fine challeng e and i shall surely ao 
tne very best thaT ~ can. · 

Eve r yone was so friendly, and then when I got over to the .r~en:more School 
I was completely bowled over with its beauty and modernity and its last 
word in eve"7 way. The rooms which have coral doors have beautiful coral 
f'loor-length draw draperies, those that have yellow doors have yellow 
draperies and those that have blue doors have chartreuse c raperies. 11he 
libray, is lovely and thru the long draped windows the lawn slop es down 
a bank to the lovelies t g rove of trees. A dream house and a dream school. 
1'he change and moving and all was worth it. 

To-morrow we have more meetings, luncheon together in the ca!'eteria and. 
meetin~s in the afternoon in our own schools, then on Wed. we begin 
teaching. 

When I got home Fri. from the meetings he re were . the Meyers • You know, 
Dr. Meyer teaches at Drake u, or rather is the curriculla exp ert there 
and ~h€y a:?e buil d i . a house somet · ng like our ou t sid e 0£ Das ines,~._,_ 
or hav i ng it huilt, i mean. He and his wife and Dennis and little girl 
and wife visited us and 1 made cof'fee. IJ.1hen Sat. morning u ·::; ct1..,ove King s
l ands from Spokane with two nieces and v 1stect and l took them t o see the 
new school. 'l1hen Sunday morning here c ame lom and .1:!.;lla and the .Lively 
cnilct ren who were uu and dov-m the ladders and all over the building, John 
said like rats on a ship. With them was J.V1ama ':;_uinn and it n leasect me so 
very much to have her come. Before they left, then came Pauline and a 
friena anct visited. So everybody f in=ts their way nere. '11:h.e Johns Dlanned 
to work over this three-day holiday so they can get the roof on as soon 
as nossible, but others in celebrating the holiday came to see us and that 
worked out nicely. Everybody that comes says the s ame thing, rr W"11at a 
be autirul setting anct view, yet so hancty to eve r ything , too. Why, if you 
haa .1001rect for a place and y) ickect 1 t out instead of inheriting it, you 
could not have found ~nicer s -pot, and or course, that mal~es us all very 
hmY1y anc.~ apnreciati ve. 

Pauline and Leo invited us t o rour o t cJ_ocl-r tur1rny d inner to-day a t 
the ir house ann she thoup:ht she woulct s e r ve it outside in their 
b sau~iru1 yar·u and so we - a re taking that much 01· the holL~ay ofr. 

I did not know Joe's nouse was so far a l ong as >'OU hac not mentioned it 
when y ou were over. Is he building t h e one of 1 r ii;h l-ic ~bowed us the 
lans last s r ring, the modern type with the s1ant roof and islands inside? 

The r most likely have had a nice trin to Glacier and likt:wise Mack and 
his family. Stammlers wrote tha t the summer was so horrible in the East 
what with the hurricane and s~ticky hot we a ther and the climate that is 
changin~ for th worst that t hey mi~ht consider coming to the Northwest 
Coast later on. It seems that when 1)eonle once 0ome west and r e turn to 
the East, they never like it so well~ as formerly. 
Well, my dears, I must get lunch for my two carpenters. We have been 
nlaying our new record by Eddy Arnold, HWhen the whi t e Azaleas are bloominP" , 
'When my blue moon turns to s,~ old a .zain, Roll Along Kentuclcy Moon and a 



nice .rendition of "When y:ou and I wene younn-, Ma ,gie,n which you, said that M m used to ring. The 1.rrord --i.ctures and th:e music are and noignantly nostalgiC.., and 
play it and lore it qnd wish 
sings all of this collection 



~r{p, -~ 
~-0"' Now just a little more. 'l'he rain is corriine; doi-n in 

buckets. My, one day at home in the cabin is nlenty, 
CJ. I 1m glad I teach school. John just came in for hot 

chocolate which I c :=illed him to h·::i_ve. He i-s -s trug- · 
linrr to ~et the hu~e window into i~s frq.me in the 
dinin~ room at the ~~~-house out in front. The alaz. 
ier will nut all th~stal ~l~s~ in the aluminum 
frames that are alre9r'v built in to the house. 
The mortar is solid~ that halted layin~ the hur,e 
bir, rosy fireplace bricks. 'fhe fire·lace is inside 
senaratinr; the den and livin · room, m'1kin"' a hia fin 
nlace in the li vina room and a brick · Tall ,,ri th mr.inteJ 
in the den. Then there is a hu.,.e fire·,lace in the 
basement rie;ht underneath. The double rrararre is 
under the enrl of the house and will hold three cars. 
Whor,r Jr.J;b.-:i t a hotel our house hPs turned out to be l 
This will reall;r be the house that JACK BUILT. 

k d if the train came below the hill--Alice, you as e 
only 8 -,,ur roads---I hone that means yo'hl. folks are 



thinkin('!' of takin~ the train some time • • We cou1d mPet vou do·rn Pt the Kip.g Street Sta.tion where the G.N. comes in, 2nd no trouble at all--Bov --lhen th"' t house. is done, I ho·,e to h,.,ve the com"any; ~ ~Eve"'ybody says :they '..Jj_ll come to see us and I wil1 be ("lad, becnuse e .en thou""h we 'lre makino- good friends here ~he hip;gest o:=ir t of my he8rt is EAST of the Mo1in ains . 
It cheered me ~ onsid~rahly Tu es. on the 15th to h,ve e-ood letters qnd c:::irds and hankies from all my beloved friends and relatives, includin~ vou dear folks. I R'Ot home fro:rr1 teachers' meetin<; in qrn chilly evening and John s,qys, "~owde-r your nose, I'm re" ,r to + a 1.i::e vou to Eula 's B."-r> helo'r 1 hr hill fo' dinneY>.rino tb" :;,,r,::il_l "r """' dinner, ten( e.,....1o·n ste/:lk R t··n , lJ ,,rs c "ch "rtn nl 1 the rest of' the ~oodies an finish~ d with" biue berr ie. We h,.,v bl.ue"err" f rms all 2.round 
our hill. A.n,1 from ~e ·mll a bir.; Herford looked . hlqndly 8t us, re~ind1na me of MontPn". The •l Pce is LC Eul'1, s Bfill.f B:->r ·1acros i· from the Country Club and all the cou~ry clubers ePt steaks there . DELICIOUS. Love 



Saturday, Oct. 8, 1955 
Dear Alice and Emmet: 

Well, a little moisture fell yesterday and some to-day to break our 
nice chain of vDnrlerful sunny days. However the air is soft and warm 
with balmy evenings which were at variance with the sli~htly crisp 
mornin~s and evenings we .found in Spokane last weekend. 

We had no school yesterday as it was Institute and we heard some marvel
ous sneakers and music at the Civic Auditorium and at the Roosevelt 
Hi~h School Auditorium. The whole set-un differed from the Sookane set-
un - as this is definitely big-city over here, and where I could walk 
between buildinos in Spokane I had to take a cab between them here in 
Seattle. 

I've been wantinc:r to tell you that qu i t e some time ago, I went into 
Keener's Butcher Shon in Bothell and trere was that wonderful -'Jicture 
signed Ann Sibley. Oh, it was just lovelyl Johnny liked it, too. 

But do you know a look at that nicture cost me $1 .65 as a.fter I 
admired it I felt I must buy something, so I said, "I •11 take these 
three individual cube steaks and I learned that qt $1.05 a nound that 
came to *~1 .65, whereas at our market in Kenmore I buy cube steak for 
around ei~hty cents a nound and just as good. So the boys arrl I 
here lau~hed and said the extra nrice must be naying .for the beautiful 
nicture. It's a nice attractive shop, thou~h, and the meats are good . 

I thought I'd inclose these clinnings and three of the snaps taken at 
the wedding the day you waited for us, so graciously . In one nicture 
Johnny is ;.._; ith Pat Allen_,Dick' s youna hiP:h-school-age brother, then 
there is the reddinr; nicture and the bride and doom in another Die ture 
in their p.:oirn2'.-away -clothes .Did I tell you that .,,,1 was in the 6th grade 
with the bride's m'lther f11'1.0 have known Mrs. allen since Johnny's Kdgn. 
days? Dron the ,-ptouurbs an6l'- the clipnin~s in an envelope when you write 
me, if you so kindly will. 

Weil, the roof is on the house arrl John has been storin~ some of our 
loi:l.ds.., that he brino-s over., in the :new structure. Ho is p.:ettinr~ in the 
oil tan~ in the yard now and soon th ~la zier will come and put windows 
in all the aluminum frames. We have the bi~ glass sli ~in~ doors for 
the livi~ room already. Buildina here is quite com )licated. E'very
thin~ even outside the city limits here must be inspected and John had 
to -oay for a permit to bujld the house, another to -,-mt in the ojl tank, 
another for the furnace and one, I think, when he nuts in the wiring. 

I just re-read your letter oflSeut. 21 and you are the one to remember 
how many days of school, or Jeeks I had alreadv had. It made me feel 
Q'ood to know you were rirrht there r1 ~· urinp and rerrembering, just as it 
used to nle 0 se me that you cared enou~h to know when John's days on and 
off the fire dent. came. 

It w~s so nice to find the month 's check in my mailbox in the principal's . . 
office last Friday noon as I didn't expect it till the middle of this 
i eek, hut you.,..- see4 it 1or8 s the 30th of Sent. am we teq_ch(- s novr n- et our 
pay in t1 e_ve checks. 

John met me at school w5th his haul trailer and we startec .for SD<?kane 
about three-thirty and thr·u the mountains the autumn l~aveli. Fey,e J¥11 t 
porF,eous, thou~h everythin~ was stiJl ~neen ftd blooming ere on e 

coast. 
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We had dinner at Ellens bur~ around six, then reached Mos LS Lake and 
took a motel anc::I sDent the niP'.ht. Kay's folks sav that we should al-
mys stop with them and they were very hos ii table the time we had 
lunch at their house, but still one is freer to e-e t a olace by hims elf, 
an:1 then we were un and had hot cakes and ham at a restaurant and were 
on our wav around seven. I thouP'.ht of you folks havinp lived in the 
wheat country of the big bend as we drove thru the harvested fields, 
SAO'e brush P-.nri flat country between the mountains and S';okane. 

Peonle here all speak of "the country east of the mountains" and I 
like tbe sound of it. I miss my own old territory quite a bit, and 
esneciallv I did yesterday when I went to Institute and only saw a few 
teachers in that vast thron0' from our Kenmore School and that Fes quite different Els when I went to Institute in SDokane, I nractic ally knew 
teachers and administrators un into the thousands. But this is a chan~e 
an~ it will be all ri~ht to see how thin~s are done in other nlaces for at least a while. 

Johnny is hapn-..r back at Cheney among a, 1 of his SnokRne friends and 
of course Kay is trA ininp at Sacred Heart. I would like to be in 
our hrick house to have hi.m and Kay drop1ina; in for meals and to 
look at TV this winter, but after all, we kept the home there with 
onen hosnitality for quite a while. Johnny is comfortable aT school 
in Hudson Hall and has his meals in the wonderful new dormitory where 
men and women both eat. He is workirrs hours on his Calculus, German 
and Engineering Physics and I don't know what other subject, it slios 
my mind, nerhaps he didn't tell me. And, of course, Kay-ology is 
the main study, I spect1 

Stammlers write rather interestedly of this Seattle reaion. Their weather was terrible in the East this summer w}J.1-1:t with the tail of the 
hurricane and also dry snells. Mr. Stammler wrote that they t houp-ht · 
they'd like Seattle because it was dryer than New York and that was a surnrise to me, but I looked it un in the latest bulletin here and found 
that he was certainly rirht. There it was in black and white that 
Seattle had very slio·htly more rainfall than ChicaQ'.o and eight inches 
less annual rainfall than New York. He is certainly a smart scientist 
and 1mows all about the weather everywhere, talks about the 1:)ressure, 
the humidity, the preci~itation and the mean, all fin:ured out. 

Well, to ro back to our weekend in Snokane. John let me out down town 
and I had m~r ~lasses strairrhtened, did some shop-oine; and went un to 17th 
'Where Johnny had met John and was heln:tng him load the trailer. Our 
tenants, Bruce Bryants, had us in for -tea, coffee and lunch and were 
friendly ann had everythin~ lookinrr wonderful . Johnny took me out to see the folks and then the three of us snent the ni~ht at Elsie and 
Franks. John and I then left for Seattle Sunday mor~ and had a most 
~or~eous trin over in the sunny autumn warmth enjoyin~ all the fall 
colorin,,. tast of the mountains. We are e:;oinr,' over the 11.i-th and the 21st and those two loads will finish everythin':: but two shelves of jars in 
the fruit cellar which we can -~et next s1ring or summer. 

Did I tell you that John and I called on Uncle Tom one Sunday at the 
Rest Home. He was a darlin1 and still so cood-lookin~ without a wrinkle in his face. We took the ~riRh lady from across the street and he knew 
her captain father and captain uncles, called them all by fir~t names.as he mentioned them. My, how he loved the sea an:i his work. His eyes Just 
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danced when he snoke of it. When I last saw him he was so vi orous 
that it was unbelieveable to me he had become otherwise and he 1r.ras 

little mixed about this and that. He kept sayinr, "If my brother 
, Mike were only here he'd D' et me out of this 1la ce ·"' He said., "You 

know that Mike is a 17 rand lad., but now take Charlie, he never had any 
~ stand- :/' to things. He was a rood shin's enp-ineer, sailed out of New 

Orleans. I helned him ~et his papers. And you know, that Mike is a 
hundred years old, quite a lad." John said it was a little funny, but 
pathetic, too, as the two olrl boys, neither one could heln each other 
now. They have had their day . But just the same, I shed a few tears. 

I talked to Edna by nhone and she said the doctor said it was either 
h r father's life or her o~m • She was in the hosni tal lB st snrine; 
and had fourteen blood transfusions so she comes to see him once a 
week and s metlmes +,akes him for a ride and that is all she can do. 
The rest home is not too far from here so we shall drop in once in a 
whil·o-. -~-

I am the snecial reacinry teacher now ann not only have classes for 
chl ren who have had some difficulty with their reading, but as soon 
as the testina is dnne I am to have a class in readin and other lanr.r:ua e 
arts of the g ifted children~ I am nlso airin ., the individual tests for 
determinin~ the IQ of snecial cases. Everyone is wonderful to me and 
my eleven years of experience stands me in pretty )cod stead as not 
many have much more exnerience than I in our building. I've c so had 
quite a bit of SDecial trainins which is coming in handy. 

Your new 'licku~1 sounds interestinp.-, Emmet, an<i 
~--~C Auditorium I saw a si?n anno:uncinu .a----...,.IP:."-~ 



fovember 18, 1955 
Ny dr-ar bro +-her and siste~e: 

Eo~.-rdy, this rrd.ny, rrdny day1 And the best to you both. And may your 
eye pet gr.riftly, surely better, def'r Alice. I must say, Enunet that wa.s 
the cutest card you sent. It to ok me back to blueberry days on the old 
farm where I fell into the snrin~ and Uncle Charlie told me when I last 
sa1,J him that it didn t t trke you and Gene lonq; to fish me out and there 
you brou~ht me to the house dri~;, inp wet with my yellow hainstrai~ht as 
a strinp; and hanging over my eyes . So thank you so very much and also 
for your- p:ood letter . Thanks for ·u1ling me out of the s1,ring, tool 

It must l)e quiJe a whj_le since I ·v'rrote you. Do.ys travel P S swiftly as 
a hurric ane. So I' 11 p;,o hPck awavs and if my neFs overlans , Jle['"S e 
forp-ive me.We ·:;:et u 11 '1.t seven and dress and toaether 0'et breakfast, 
make the be , tid-v up the house and 1.ro.sh the dishes then John tukes me 
to sch')ol about eip;ht-thirty. Two bio: school buses pas2 our corner but 
they are owerfully noisy 8nd s-o full 0f children the. t I doubt if there 
would bt' 8. seat for me, still I tell John I could ride the bus but he 
ins is ts on takin.~ me and comin,· for me, except on nir-hts v,'hen we have 
aftE·r school meetinrrs then I ride home with e. tef'_cher 11ho lives over 
on the othe~ide of our hill, Mrs . Whitman,from No: 0 th Dakota and I have 
her little irllZoe 1 in my room . Then Rfte~ school there is dinner to 
(l"et and dishes to wrsh, the Seattle Times to rePd , my clothes to ""et 
in order for next day while John 1lays some of our loved records LWe 
can scarcely stand r8dio and TV music , they h2ve such horrible songs 
these days . ) Then r.reekends there's clc aning, Fashing a fe w undies, press
ing, mending, squeezing in an answer to a letter now and then and market
ing . We sto_g~er our visits to Tom, Ella , John's brother at Olympia, 
have dinner with Pauline often on a Friday ni.~ht . We have been to see 
Edna quinn once , and Uncle Tom et the rest h ome twice . There Pre so 
many school activities that they take un many evenings . 

Besides all that we made three weekend trins home to Suokane this fall 
and now have all our thinO's over here . John would call for me Fri ., after 
school) already to ~o . Then we ' d drive thru the beautiful mount oins with 
their brilliant autumn foliacre, re2ch Ellensburg about six, have a 
dinner there at Jerrel' s which we a lways likecl , cubed steak, French 
fries, to Rst , jelly'1

1 
salad , good home-made .:de_ ton~ed ... with so.ft ice _ 

cre am an d coffee . hen we ' d dri ve on u n de r the s tars l istenlng t o 
the car radio . At Moses Lake, t wice we took a motel, and breakfa sted 
at the Turf the next morning which was full of hunters in red ca~s 
and mackinaws after their early mornin.~ bird huntine; . The hot Cf1.kes, 
ham an coffee were delicious and the -,12_ce had quite a wild west air., 
s ,.,urs, sadnles ., and cruns on the w2.lls , lmotty pine finish and stuffed 
-rheasants and ducks looking down r.t us while ue ate . Then we 1d drive 
over the s arre brush borde red h i O'hway into Snokane w i th the bric:h t morning 
sun drt-1winp.: steam from the cooler earth . The last trt n however we did 
not st~y at Mos es Lake 2.s the huce trucks on the highway are disturbers 
of sle ·,p . We reached Elsie_ rnd Frank's about eleven-thirty, visited vn
til one a . m. and ,...ot about as much sleen as if we had slept the night 
on the vay over to Snokane, ste.:yinP; a. t Moses Lake . 

I shoY)ned Sat . , visited with Elsie, Johnny and KGy while John and Joh..nny 
loaded up and then John and I would le,:1ve Sunda;r morning and enjoy the 
lovelv tri")s back to the coast in the warm and brir;ht fall sunshine . 
We had 8. P"lorious. August, Seu tember ~nd Oc to~er here, loyely and warm 
and could sleen WJ.th our doors and windows wide ori en until Nove!l1ber. 
The fi ,.-, st two TTr eks ., about,of that were rainy , but almost tro1Jic a l in 
temperPture . Then suddenly , Nov . 11

1
a cold Fa~e from Canada hit and we 
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woke Arm.is tic e Da,r to snow . I nulled bnck the curtains end said , 
nWhy, J ohn, it sn~we d l" We could hardly believe i t . The n followe d a 
week of cold weather down to ze ro twic e . I forgot to say when I~told 
John it had snowed he ··-,u l led h is h ead back under the covers like a turtle 
and said , nNot i n this country , too . I came over here to get away from 
the D-- - snow l 11 And this week of cold and cnow broke all records for 
all time in the S0~t:; l e re?;jon . When it snows here it iA 2d hecause 
no one is 11renared for it . - John haR chains , but so m.a.ny do not h2ve e.nd 
1rrhen we cf-l.me home l -:1st nigh~ we pRssed so many cHrs that had run into the 
ditch comi n~ u~ this road to the hil ltop . It snowed a~ain last n i rht , 
but this mornins it ·ves i1ouring rain and is qu i te 1;. &.rm. That condition 
caused aJ.l schools out here to close because the t:rEvel is bB.d , but 
John and I s~vinrr that this would be nothing unusuel for S···okcne drove 
merrily to school not hfl ... rin'! over the radio that schools 11-rere closed . 
I naE" i--he only teecher that showed up. The "0rinci ,al CP.me over to do 
som? wnrk in bis office just as John and I we~··e goirn~~ home 2.nd he loun:hed 
and said, "I sun ,ose you two are rir;ht at home in this ~ind of weather . 11 

We a 1 lPUfshed . He , too, is from east of the mts ., J?aised on a far111 
i n Fairfiel d , an d havin3 be0_:n '1rinci ..,al f o r four yoe.rs rt Okono "an . 
He is a ""rEln.,. fellow . I n fact our whole school personnel Hr-e the best 
folks I ever tau"'ht with . 

Then t: few weeks a,P'.O I wf's sent over the weekend to Sunnyside, 1·-Jnsh . as 
a dele~ate to the w~shinston Associ0tion of ~emedial Reqdin~ Education 
ConfePence ,,riJ~h thr-- school district ·navinr-r 11 of mv ex ens es. I hr.d 
a ~rand trin goina in a cnr with our r~~ ing c~nsulbRnt from B~thell 
rm~ three other demonstrP.tion ter-iche,,,s and one man official . WP h"d 
"'r nd me~ls and room acco:modat:i.ons and e lot of ft.m. They Sf id ·~hey 
werr:. takins; me along so I could do dern.onstration te2.ch1nr: '"'t 1 e rnnfer
ence next year. ....v e the;r we·/'>e joking . A "'( -~ r t"he ?_Jrofesqionril s irit 
,.r.--.r~ I118Y. 7el01 , ncl I W"S q_l1ij-e :·nt:::1---·ire .,, ~--ee es, ~ ,...., C! 8IlCl teachin,... 
that I S.f"JW there . One teocher who ,ut on ·1-:he clP~S ~'t"l chryr.~1 r "r

1 -~nr 
,r:.,s frorri NoT'th D2kota and I f1s ed ber if s-hr knr.w Unc e Joff 0 nd of 
cou s she did r.rell. Then I s2..w a -~irl th8-t I i,.rent to H. s. wj_th and 
she is no r renr11nr:' conQul t~nt for Snokane v,-11ey. The neigh )ors here 
rnre very o-0od to Jnhn while I w~.s ri:onc nd brou· ht hiY'1 Rn·, le nie e.nd 

br-ct him over> for meals . 

I have a rn w titlP now . I 'ml the Kenmore Develo~Jmental Readin2: teacher. 
I w0 s n;iven n·neteen children in third srade uho could scarcely rE d at 
a11 . - o I 1,re n t to 1rorR on J...hern, j us ~-. ass1.,unin\ they kne1i1 nothi r;, Emd in 
slx 1-reeks I too t em thru the "")rimers nnd brou~ht them un to second cmd 
thi r,d_ re n_der te~ cbJ.np; 0honic s o.lonr. with it fo-r· c1 eq r life. So then 
He \ave the whole schoo ], Bchievernent tests and my children passed higher 
than the other three thh··d r;rades of normal ree.ders . The )r"inci e.l 
and suiJt . were de io_:hted . • So now the best of' those I hnd1 have been 
~,ut into the other re01.tL-ir third grqdes . I am beinrc· r:ivj_nrr the other 
slow thi:(ld rraders for morninr:; session and in the 2fternoon I will 
hr.iv A cl,, ss es in reP0.inn· or the fourth and fifth r-rades and ow sifted 
clr.ss of re9dinp, in the sixth "'rade the last period in the rlay . Besides 
that I r<'i ve the achievement tests 2nd the In· elliO-"ence tests for the 
scho0l . I have only taun'ht mornj_nrr sessions the le.st three weeks as 
I have snent the efternoons ~ivin,; tes.Ls to childl'.,en -'-o rler,ermine the i r 
ren.rlino; capC1.city rtnd intelli(l'ence quotient . Well , 1rrhenit 'lnaw_d J ohn and 
I S8id we ' d sell out and not sta;r here anothE'r winter , but then that 
ve-ry day , the ~v'incinal cP.lled me into his office 2.nd said ., nNo r lJe p.:_---e 
countinp; on you for next yeDr, too , and since you are Harkin?: un into 
thi s recd in,()" hracvet we don ' t uan t you le a.vino: us . rr So there we are l 
I ,.,.uess tre Fill have to stay 2t least this year· and next . However, when 
our house is done we shall ro~ably enjoy livini::i· in it for awhile and 
besides we 8re 1 l anning on you folks coming ove:· to spend at lfast a month 



3. 
at a time ,ri ·h us in sprina; and fall. And the _ rinci ~ 1 s id to me, 
"Now rhen you ro fe Pl t hat you must sell out and leave, let me have 
first chance' t thct nice new house you are buildin~, won't you? 0 

00 t here i.. a 1ros _ ec ti ve buye r al 'eady. 

We can't say exa.c tly yet what we shall do. I miss my brick house in 
S·,okane rery much. That certainly is nme to me. But s ince John 
retired from the fire ci ent. he is not content to stay t-1ere. I would 
li ~e to live there and a lj_ttle L te -, on when I'm thru te£chinr.: ,,o 
Son. th after Chris T,m s until A-n.ril a s Si ve ars used to do and as several 
of our o ·he r friends do. But th t loaves John cui ea eriod of in
activity 9.nr besides he does not like bein crowded in as we are there 
on 17t . now, with a Ji~ ne w house ric·ht across the street from us and 
a dou le o;arar.re shootino- out two more cars into the street all the time. 
~hen the neighbors in Sivears house shut us in so com'letely th..,_t re 
can't O'et into -'·he 1, ck yard with car or traile r any more , so there 
we a~e a~Qinl Besides t his new house is going to be e ven nicer than the 
brick one on 17th and the ver,r latest in everv way . 

I miss being in Sryokane with a home where Johnny an Kay can run in to 
watch Tv and hiwe snacks. Now he must take her out all the time and 
as her folks do not live in Snokane either thrt mf-lkes it ·1 i f ficul t for 
the two of them . But thev seem to man~o-e fine . Lots of friends -have 
them over end there are :Miller relatives who are ver-: kind to them. 

' .,. 

... 
I had sort of thoucrht Johnny would p·o to the U here, but after he 
became en )a ed to Kay it is only n a tural rhat he would Tant to be nenr 
whe-re she is finishing her nurse's traininr;; . He lik s S_ .. kene better 
than the coast and I su ·"'nose will s, end his whole life in that re r ion 

'( \. 
~ ·~. 

<. s he never wan ts to 0'0 awny from the lo C<:l~le he says . He had enour,:h 
of being away to Florida and California in the navy, he says . He 
mr.:iy come over for part of his Christmc~ S vacation , but the weather is 
so bad and the Passes so difficult I wro +-e him not to try it at Thanks
o:ivin"'. 

WG wi11 buy a turkey _nd\stuff it , nd tam it to Ella and Tom's for 
r:r.hanksc:;ivinrr and ro ast the bird the r e. Frank may come alonr- , too . 
I cannot bake here nor h 2 ve I washin~ facilities until our house is 
. one. I take my 1 rashing to the launderette, excent for the erishables . 

Johnny went hun ,Lin ,.,. e.s weekend with Gunny n ear Colville nd hot to 
eautiful big deer, one .:' or himself and one for· Gunnard Johnson . Gunny 

ran the s econd one un from a holloi· and Johnny sho.1. it in the chest ~s 
it came over the hill . So each bo; nut P deer ta~ on, t hey dressed them 
out and :> ot them to the car, took r hem fron1 ten in the rnornins until 
one to do that . So the deer were hun~ up at Gunny's folks over night, 
then Johnny 8 cme in from Chene;r Mond2-y and tonk them t o a butchers and 
then the mE at wast o r:.o in the Gunnard Johnson locker . Johnny will :t"-
brinp us some steaks t Christmas c.n ~ uill most likely ()' i ve deer meat to ""\ 1 
those who en te rtain him and K:.'ly . He said he will have mocass ins and ··\~l 
p-loves made for Kay from the deer hide . I'm so -·1 rd J ohnny has such o. ~j 

fine r; irl . Everybody lo~;es her . She is te..11 and frienc1ly and wholesome \ 
and has the friendliest smile and the -1rettiest deepest dimples , makes \ 
me think of that Nem Boy,those pretty inundations in the cheeks . She can 
just do ever.ythiw,· and 2.nd is 1Ter.,. enter·')ris in - , take right a hold what
ever s he does. Her mother wrote me how nruch the fmnily liked Johnny --nd 
how n;l .d they were she had found such a fine and e;ood youn;:; man . 

We've been waitinR' for three weeks for the ~lazier to ut the glass in the 
n ew house . Now he has " ro""1ised to come Monday . The cold and rain stop_ ed 
all huilding onerations . We'll be in our cabin quite a SJell yet, I snect . 



I 

-----





Dec. 16, 1955 
My darlin-7 8 1 

Your letter came to-day. wnenever I hear from you I feel very close to you an. impelled to sit ri r-::ht dm·m and Dnswer. 

I can just see Doris ts and Joo' s little a irls in their blue felt skirts, white hlouses and patent leather shoes. They are such dolls, I know bv tbeii , ictures. 

Yes, I did have a lovely~onr- letter from Elsa am Georo-e and they o:ave a day by dPy account of Dordy' s time Fi th them an:1 they really enjoyed her qo very much Rnd were so arateful to Mick for mRking it nossible for Dordy to take the trip. They said rhen they C'ne bacy from the denot the house seemed so em ty but they were living in the haY) , y m mory of her visit. I think the Stammlers are ·v ery 
0'() od ahou t be ·· n <"!'. s ena re ted from their children. I have wondered how thev could take such 2 sensible view of it with George " world a a r for so lon.P: and Do1,.,dy almost a con tire nt eway from them. But they mrlke the .r st of it)and..J in fact.; corrliti.oned their children to be inl enencient by s endinp them so far a :,ray from h0me to colle""e. An:3. the chj]d ren, Dordy and George are self-reliant, too, which is a ("reat achievement for· arents to ~ain in treir children. 

The one th-{ no- I h" ve minded here, as I said before t· as that we could not rmke a horre for Johnny, but be lrs a-otten alon very well, except that it has been very ex1>ensi ve for him pavincr sixty-five a month at the hall for board ano ah)ut fifty a month for g as since he cr,oe s in to se Kay twice a week ani then ahrc.ys ha vino; to t al e her out to e at ins te an of c ominc_:: home f o P snacks and to watch TV re'"'lly counts un. How ver, Kay is a dB.rlinf an:1 tries to keen exn ens c s down. She likes out-door life arrl hiking and John and I nre very hap y the two seem so well-suited I ha ven't enjoyed our record-pl'"'yer over here rrru.ch s I could not stand to "lay the -nieces which remind me of ur brick house, all the perties we h 1 d the re P. rrl even Bina Crosby 1 s H<)waiian records · brinF back a 1 thF tim s Lees Y)layed fo r us fl rrl our company the leis we ("l"ot 1'rom Hr ~..raii and rilso tbe orchic s becnuse of them. But Johnny Hr:riverl over here Wednesd. '" y nirrht aro he n r')lByjno; his western records E1nd rio-ht npay I Y-e8lized what ri difference it made hBvinrr him here as the recoros mBne me sad no lon~er, only hapny ~s could he that we -rere ::ill tor:ether again. 



T ~~, t: 
t1 .,~s. 2

rt· "[ is \,1 or:derful for vour hary iness to have Mack 'nd Joe r-ind their 
families so nra.r you: Yo ~:re blessed indeed . EsneciallyJ when so 
often it is th t the boys .,o- where the ~irls I narents live to-:rn2ke 
their home.· You lmow the old sayinp;, "A P-irl is a dau("'hter all 
of her life, B t )OY is son until he uets iil .rife . 11 

Aside from a certain aMnunt of nost l ~ia for the home an~ frienns 
~md the feyr,ili~r, 1,r/=' are re el v enjoyin0' i-rn ewe "1erience here 
rind I have l)een ver.r an v at scho,l as I bve ..,..,e0_11, <>'Otten results 

l 
d () . n ("" • Th E? ... r in C i -, ".) 1 <'.:) 0 'l_ 1 1 u -1.- m r rl e n=> -n 'r" i C! p t (') (' 0 me 1 a Ck 

-~ . nezt ye .r, he P kf'd me t110 rrinnths Qn>o. But I th·'n ~ r·not ey, ve"r 
~ here will pj nd it u0 , even thou(1'h the new house an(i vit . and 11 

~ elo el., :1ut Fe tht:nJr of it ~s r pood inves t~ent . W1 had Christ-

11\{ ~ mPR offee hour fo-r> ne-w tee_che-rs Et the Sn t. ' s borne 8nd he scid 
1 ti thri t snnn f}ord.rm Stutz w:i l he Pnnroa ched to sel 1 his 1:-incl so 'l 
T e1,.r sch 01 Jil o U") on the c'irner he-unrr our ""rove ri ~ht here 

~ , \ on ., h P h · J 1 toY). Stutz is John 1 s cou~d.n, you no hi . 

~ ~,j t We 0 lso hr.in 2_ ovel r Christ:mE1-s te at our school to me0t t,he rin-

~ \·, {\~ l_ cinfl ' s wife t he ot,he r ni0'.ht . So that is t"o nj ce Christm.8s n2rties l, '\ I hMre " ttended here -efore Y'1ino- to Snokcme, 

YPs, this hB s rePlly been " win er evervtwhere. Hn ·,rever , since 
thPt one cnlr snell in riid-Noveribe"l'· we have hl1d warm tro ,ical 
rf)ins f->'"'"·<) in Pn,.:; it h e"s not been cold . The several bri 7 ht _a.ys 
o-i sunshine ·vrhen we co _ld s el rhe lcn, el, 0 ym,.)i C in Rll their 
whi 1-e o-lor,r were c is - er and c olde r than nhe i • t 

~ 1 4 
th( t o e sne 1 W'·W enou ,h for J ohn . Ho wants no snoW'" r cold 2t 
al l .J so en w f· se 11 out heT'e vr e shall rf' o Sou th for 1-r.i.nte. s . So 

' ' if you ~et r e stlesq, Nem, you will have to rin~ Alice a lon~ a d we 
~~ . ~ c

1
• nn.n hbe to0'e t"he

3
. r H fevr months out of the :,re Rr _ t l E as t s ".:>mewhE re 

~ e sunnv outh . Most 15kely we -Pill come north sum.rrBrs for qu~te 
~ a while anyway . 

~ \ )- ~ Johnny went to DEln,iis ' s hous e t o-ni ·ht to s C' e his lif'e -lonp: nal ! ~ from kinderP-arten ~ays . We walked to the ne io;hbors.J un0er the stars 
'\ ~ ·\ .. t--- a few minutes 80:0, John and I ) '"' nd the-~r treated us to XmEis cookies 1 ~ Christmas ·-1 18 nt . 

J 'v \ Lovely Christmas music hHs 1Jeen v afting thru our school for 1-eeks · 
1
. I have a lovely tree in my room _,i ven bv 8 n· rent . Then next Friday 

'- mornin"" thE' three of us start for S ·okr:ine . We shall s to at Moses 
' ~ Lake enroute for a short time to leave p;ifts at the Tull home. 

l 
It is n-,1in0' to be fun li vin0' in th t lo rely apartment at C 1lms tock 
Arms ~:1artrrents and since ~here is such £ nice lare;e livinp ro om i ~ nd d 1nette a.rd coY11 lete kitchen I expect ·.r e shall have .frienc1s 

' 1\ ~~ i1; quite. a bit '. s we] 1 as "oinc" out . We will have Chris ,mas Day 

i 
1t~j~ s~:: with El sie and Frank an:l ~o to the Valle, folks) Chris tmas 

{ 
1 we come bac:V here,Johnny will sDend the rest of his V P. C c. tion 
the last few nav~ rith the Millers. This sY)rin'"" vThen he does his ~i·· ~~~ student teHchj ng: in Snokane h _e will also boo rd at J·U.J-1.~-~s . He 

~ and JoBnn are like b r other and sister and n9w the~ond of KFy, 
also . Joonn ' 8 hoy friend is an instructor in speech work at San . 
Francisco, a Lt . in the armv since his O'raduHtion arrl a year of 
teachinr.- . He hPs another y 12 ar of service y e t . Bye - bye my dear ~ 






