
October 19 , 1951 
Dearest hontana brother and sister: 

11 this desolate ?f.Y it has rained , but now the sun has broke thru tn 
r:lory showin."" grem]~atches of blue sky , fri1;ged ~vith. puffy white ~louds. and all the nine needles freshly - washed , are glistening in the sun . Ihere is a 
bre ,ze singing thru the boughs and swaying the big trunk~ back and forth 
in lovely movement visible thru all the big windows . I JU~t made myself. 
a cuf of tea to eat with fresh aprle saucer cake , frost~d with fudge ~op:r:ing , and while I read your letcer I feasted . rhe postman JUS~ had left it in 
the oalvanized post box across the street , I ran and ~ot it , and sat by~my blazing log and bark fire and read it , both the enlosures , i lice's and l'~em' s . 

I'm so rrlad your knee is so much -:')etter and that your foot is impro"" ingi 2rr.met, just keep on· doincr all rir:r:ht won't you? It's wonderful to have the c __ i dren 
r roppinf; in and I know ho'W both of you enjoy the grandchildren , such cute kir.s! I recognized Mack , all right , in the parade . That wa c quite __ an event , the home-comin~ and the floats that won prizee were really good . l especia~ ly liked the c ttle country one with the corral fence , bale of hay , and 

vestern- d~--e'":sed occu 1,ants of the truck . Big Sandy has lots of western and 
school spirit , it alvrays has had ever since I remember what with the good , anus , merican Legion , and other activities . 

like the hearth-fire in the Lavenport Hotel our hearthfire is never allowed 
to go out . First because it is so cheery , second because we have so much 
wood and bark, and third because we need the warmth . The last reason should ho.ve een listed first, I guess . John is still working connecti g the 
oil furnace on 1 is days off . None of the furna'ce men , nor sales seem to 
be a le to hel:1 hii:a out much , so he has to figure it all out himself an he 
i J.kin nr o , ress ut lowly He has to connoc ·t to th oil ta 1k no·u. 

e alrea -Y has all the electrical wiring do1"m for it anci the thermostat and 
then he rill ~et the ducts anc registers done . This is the sunniest 
· ous e I ever sa T in my life , riv ht now that row of t1ind o-tlP on the bale ony 
vith their southern exr osure has the whole ceiling flooded 1rdth stmli. -, ht , 
right d.m·m here into the living room v1hile the balcony is a pool of yello ~1 
light . Then the sun is streaming into kitchen, utility room, and Johnny's 
bedroom abd thru the western window of the living room all at once which 
makes it a ver-r cheerful layout , and I know it is going to be very attractive becau:= e even though unfinished it has a cozy atmosphere. 'l1he lad across 
the street :irou9"ht me two huge bouquets , one of salLon p ink and lemon colored dahlias , and the other of lavcndar crysanthemums. One bouquet is on my 
lace-table-cloth- covered dining table b y the we ctern u indow, and the other n u.n end ta,Jle next to the davenport , y the big front window. 

r o~reve. , there are things qe don't like and ·which John would not do likewise 
ap:ain. lme is that there is no full ba ~ement , ·which fact made the plumb in~ 
haro_er to put in , and sec oncl which if rJe had had one we could have had a 
wood nci. coal burning pipe f urnace as we had in the o ~her house and since 
we have so much wood up here 1;1e wouldn't have had to buy any fuel for at 
least all year . That type of furnace wouldn't have been so hard to put in . 
i not her th inf 1 have never cared too much for oil furnaces . Jvlost houses 
her in toFn hat have them have a :aintish oil odor , they make a residue, 
e1. u. outside you can smell that horrid oily smell . I always noticed it with 
.,ivear' s house next to us . They are probably differ (mt than the kind you 
have oy r there. John misses the room for work benches and so forth . · nd 
he ·wishes he had a nice warm garage under the house . Ve are s po iled be
ca.use ue had such a nice basement and garage in the other house . But there 
will be somebody who will prefer this utility room, and upstairs garage and wor< 1 ench to a basement set-up and maybe some young working couple or 
couple vho don't care to build and make thinf:s ac John does who will want 
this ~· lace and 1Je suited just right . 
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That vdll be just the party to sell out to, early next fall a year 

from now. Once John finishes with that furnace , the rest of the work 
should P:O faster . The lighting , plumb ing , and everything is handy as can 
be . 

After we've travelled around a bit and go back to the other house , John s ays 
he will re - decorate it , install an electric dishwa sher , make the ba sement 
attractive with built - ins and walling , and maybe change the fireplace by 
install ing an heaterola such as we have here because it is rea lly wonderful, 
never smokes , and starts at once, and sends out volumes of heat . 

In this mo~th's Holiday magazine John read that you can live in luxury in 
Chil~ for :·175 a month and s o he thinks he'd like to spend a year there , 
then he rea c" ~rou could live in comfort for fifty a month , I think i n 
centra l America, so he wants to try that , too . 

Did I tell you some nasty nold polecat" shot our dear little Rexxie in the 
hind leg with an air rifle . He limped around for three weeks and since by 
t hen he d i dn't get better , Johnny Boy took him to a vet and sure enoup1' 
under the flouros c ope could be seen a pellet embedded in his leg . So 
on Tuesda _r morning Hhen the vet could take the dog , John took Rexxie to 
the vet hospital and left him there . The doc put him to sleep and took 
out the :rellet and then when we went after Rexxie about four - tbi rtr. y that 
aft ernoon , he was just coming to . The doctor went in to get him and 
.v exxic came staP:gering out , looking sort of bewildered and actually pale . 
Johnny Boy insisted on having it done and paid the bill , ~.?4 50, bec aus e 
you remember wha~-, he said one time , " J:.'.rama , I think more of - ex than I do of 

you , a lmost. 11 

, then, v" c:: he e-e nau,c;hty ve b een -s-h-o-G:t-ing a ir rifle ..., 
in the wood s to the rear , so n ex must either have been a target or g~t 

t1 in the Hay . --Jimmy just knocked at the door and is sitting beside me 
~ devouring a piece of my f resh applesauce ca ke and watching m t pe , he is 

~ 5 four years old and is as sharp as they make Y?ungsters , and g ooq-lookjng0 too . 
__g ~ 11, ex i s so jealous that he lies on the other side of me by the fire an P uts. 

i !bO i vear s just v.rrote and they are g oing ahead fu l l blast on their new 
~ ·ill. 1·1enty- t1'-ro thousand dollar house . I t is made of bric~ , re~wood , and the 
o ront facin~ the ocean is practica lly all glass . It is built crescent
g w shaped faci~g the sea and must be lovely . They sent us pictures of it 

..i ~ under construction. It will be ready by Dec . or Jan . and they have ~o 
~ ~ mc.ny gadgets and a ppointments in it that I wasn't bright enoug~ to f~gure 
;:; them all out , thin,r: s I never even heard the names of before . She said 
~£,-t1er st ocks had made her enough money to build the h?use and she and Fred 
o ,-are so busy tending t o thing s , they scarcely have time.to .eat or sleep , 
~ • 'yet ,the work is all hired done thru a contractor . The inside.of the 
2~01iving room and den is lined with Philippine- ma~o~any panelling , and there 
~ .µ-Pare open beamed ceilings in those two rooms . l'rivate baths for both 
~ w~ edrooms : Iv'.Ir s . Sivear' s sister died t wo weeks ag o , and Fred ' s brother 
1-:, ~ Odied which made her think nit is lat er than we think , n so she ' d better get 

.o ;:r=iher new house d one so she can live in it , and take the trip to Mexico and 
-~ s . thru the deep south on which she has been planning before it is too late . 
~HE 
~ o~It would have be en nice all right if you could have driven over as you 
~w-Pwere s ort of wi sh.fully- thinking you mi ght . The fall doesn ' t seem right 

k~ without your two smiling , l ov ing faces showing up , but it makes me tremble 
~ ©n when I think of you attempting to dr ive so f a r with that c onvalesc ing foot 
0 ~ and leg , Emmet . 
b.O ::tu 

·n w 
i:o (1) I'm o·l ad rou have such a comfortable home and . ...P--verything s o handy and 

t43 that y ou don' t have to g o out andnbuck 'T wood and do the chore s , carry ,rater , 
~ and fe ed the chickens , any more , both of my dear two people , you . 



Wednesday Morning, March 5, 1952. 

Well, my dear Montana pe ople: 

How nice it was to hear from you, yesterday! Though of course , I was 
sorry to hear you'd been ill, Alice. 

It was nice of you , Emmet,to offer to send your Arizona Hwys. on to 
us, but we think you should keep them as they are so beautiful that 
they are nice to have in a collPction. Furthermore, we have so many 
periodicals that I cannot get around toreading them all as it is. 
Tomorrow, I will ma_il the December Holiclay to Stammlers as it has so 
much about New York in it and lovely colored pictures, then when they 
look it over they can pass it on to you. 

It was certainly sad about Ott o Hearst's son. Sometimes life c~n be 
so intensely tragic trat it makes one feel like living with one' fiiig
ers crossed . 

We , too,have been through quite a tragic time the last several days. 
Read the clipping which r · inclose and you will understand the rest 
of what I am going to say. When Maude heard that Bill was hurt the 
neighbors took her out ' to the Vet's hospital wh~re she had ordered 
Bill sent.(You remember you went with us a lit~le over a year ago 
when we went to see him after he had had that other terrible accident 
in a fall similar to this one. That time he wa~ in the hospital about 
ten weeks and this time it will be about the same.) The neighbors 
then brougl!_t Maud~ home and a sked her to stay 1~11 night with them so 
that she wouldn't b~ alone, but she told the~ tqat she liked her own 
bed and pillow and ~o went into her house, alone~ When next day 
the neighbors hadn't seen her and noticing the doors still locked and 
a light burning in. Maude's house called the sh~riff. By that time 
it was seven o'clock in the evening. The sheriff slid do~m the coal 
chute, got irn, andlhe and the neighbors found .Maude in her bed, peaceful 
-appearing with a 1ma.gazine beside her and her bed light out, though 
a light in another room was burning. Then -Billy arrived for the week
end from Ephrata to find the sheriff there, the neighbors, and his 
mother dead and his father seriously ill in the hospital. Friends of 
Maude had been calling her house all day because they had seen word of 
her husband's injury in the morning paper and receiving no answer 
assumed she was at the hospital with Bill. When Bill came out of the 
ether and Maude wasn't there sick as he was he called her with his 
bedside telephone and couldn 7t understand why she didn't answer. Then 
at nine p .ni. the sheriff answere Jd , saying, "Sheriff speaking." 
Bill, then said,~I know something terrible has happened to Maude or 
you wouldn't be there;' So then the sheriff had to tell him that she 
was dead. The s_heriff then called the daughter, Gerry, in Seattle 
because son Billy w~s so broken up he couldn't do it. 

Monday morning, the last day our Johnny was here we went over to 
the funeral home on our way down town as we couldn't go to the Rosary 
Monday night as we were taking Johnny to the train. Johnny didn't 
go in with us to see Maude in the slumber room but waited in the 
car. He said it was just too sad to have to see his friend Billy's 
dead mother the day he had t9 leave his own mother to go into the 
service. 

Vvell, we'd been having a pretty hectic several days what with this 
happening and Johnny's getting ready to go way and friends stopping 
in to see him. Then on Sunday I had the Frank Millers , including 
Joann , and the Lees, and Merlin Smith's folks over. (Merlin is in 
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Japan.)I had a big dinner and we had lots of music and every one 
seemed to like our house and feel so relaxed and cosy. 

Johnny had finish~d up at Eastern Friday and though he had only com
pleted eight weeks' work out of twelve, he did such good work there 
and got in the assignments so well that he was given full credit in 
all his subjects instead of just a percentage of them as they had 
planned to do. The instructors, ·and the registrar all shook his 
hand and said, ttGood luck to you, Boy." He will also receive credit 
for a quarter's work for his boot camp work and if he goes to technical 

school in the Navy, he will get another quarter's .credit toward gradu
ation. After Dick and Ed left., Johnny ran around with boys he had 

known in high school, now attending Eastern and also teaching in 
Spokane. They were all so well }Ii.eased with their set-up that Johnny 
made up his mind he'd like~o teach Science and Math and ~hysical 
education and coaching.- ie liked Eastern better than any college of 
the three he's gone too, and the prospect for education as a life 
job got under his skin. He says he'd keep right on with his education 
until he has a iv1aster's or Doctor's degree. In the meantime,he has 
to put in t wo years at least in the Navy and by that time he should 
know for certain if ~is present decision is t he right one. 

When Johnny looked up from saying good-bye to Rex Monday night, 
his eyes were full of tears and they streamed dovm his face though 
he was grinning . Rex gave him a big sloppy lick on the nose. But 
all the rest of the time Johnny's spirits were wonderful and at the 
depot he wa s such a good sport and so gay. We picked up another 
boy who is going with Johnny, and the bov' s mother and took them to 
the depot. John had taken t he day off so we could all be together 
that last day. 

Dick and Ed will be hom.e from Boot in a f ew days. Dick pas sed high 
for storekeeper and after his furlough will go to Jacksonville, 
Fla. to train for commissary in the Naval f ir Depot for which he 
applied~ Ed applied for submarine duty much to the horror of all of 
us and he passed all th€ test s and so will be on submar i ne sea duty 
af'ter his f urlough at home. Johnny arrives in San Diego at four o' · 
clock this afternoon and will be in quarantine for a time s o probably 
won ' t see Dick and Ed at all dovm there. 

They take all sorts oft est s in Boot Camp along with all the train
ing, then one day Johnny will be called to an officer's desk where 
the results of Johnny's tests are laid out before him and the officer 
will g ive him an interview. So whether Johnny goes to technical 
school or not will depend on how he ctoes in his T,e s-cs, what Johnny 
is intersted in, and the availability of a place in what he wants to 
take. He says right now he thinks he would like a place in the 
engineering department of the Navy a ir. 

Mack did have a wonderful opportunity to see practically the world and 
he took advantage of his fine opportunities. He also saw some rugged 
duty, too. However, officers always can see more than the poor tars. 
We know some boys who were in the Navy two and three years and 
scarcely set foot on shore when they went to foreign port. They 
weren't allowed to go ashore. You know the song the sailor boys sing, 

"We joined the navy to see the world, 
And what did we see? 
We saw the sea." 

And Joe was very brilliant and got to study radar which was fine, 
too. So it remains to be seen, what Johnny will do. Anyway, he 
was all f or getting in and getting it done, so he wouldn't have it 
ha nging over him any longer. He'd had enough of waiting . 
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All that we can do is to -hope and pray that the world won't be rocked 
by another and all-out war. If that happens the jig will be u~, but 
I don't think it will happen. 

t;CC"' fq.,) 
· Yesterday, Tuesday, was a pretty sad day. J'ohn and I got up and went 

fi to Maude's funeral ,at a Catholic church out in the Valley and all of '-1 
~ "i my old Friendship G lub members were there. Half of the church was 

t ;_.,-:filled with protestants and there were five Masonic pallbearers and 
\ c. only one Catholic~~u ~e";y6u see, had been a Methodist most of her 

life but became a~atholic several years ago because of Bill and her 
' children. The priest realizing so many Protestants were there, or 

"Non,Catholicsu, as they call them, gave a nice little sermon after 
all of the Latin ritual, and he couldn't ke~p from crying, he broke 
down se-~::t9ral times. He said that we must a. 11 t .ry to help Bill be
cause h~was the one who was going to need it. It was one of the 

1 saddest funerals I ever went to. The masses lasted such a long time 
~) and then we all went to the cemetary, the Holy Cross, north of town 
J .,~ and it seemed terrible to me to have to leave Maude there in her 

casket all alone under that canopy on the hillside in all the cold 
and snowy sleet of a raw March day. And Bill flat on his back. 

· Another priest was at the ho~pital with Bill and going through all of 
the·prayers and burial service with him just as Father Reilly was do
ing at the funeral for Maude. Then Bill was given a strong sedative 
and put to sleep for all day so that he couldn't lie there and grieve. 

We knew them so well and though we hadn't run around so much with 
them lately, all through the years we ·were back and forth at our 
lake cottages to shows; to the Elks' dances, to each other's homes, 
and on short trips. My, I just can't believe 'it. We will have to 
go to the hospital to see Bill quite often, now. 

John and I stopped down town on our way home for just a few minutes 
and bought some bamboo window shades and three big ones for the 
balcony and my! they do all look lovely so airy and light and 
they make such a lacy curtain to separate the balcony from the lving 
room. I inclose the chartreuse draw drape material I am using for 
my new draw drapes. --And do you know it was after twelve, noon, when 
we reached home the funeral and trip to the cemetary had taken so 
long. Then I kept finding things around the house that reminded me 
of Johnny, and so I couldn't keep the tears out of my eyes. Taken 
all in all it was a tearful day. But John was here, good old pillar 
that he is and bright and cheerful thru it all. I came upon a pile 
of my spools of thread leaning like the tower of Pisa and with a hat 
pin stuck up on top of them and that spoke very eloquently of Johnny 
who is always absent-mindedly piling things up like that. 

Irene had a lovely dinner party and cards a week ago to-night for 
her sqaure dancirw: group and she included me and John and the Saad's. 
She had a catress prepare and serve the meal and used a yellow satin 
damask cloth, her new crystal, sterl;ng and china. It was a turkey 
dinner with evervtLing, including fresh, hot bread rolls, and a big 
birthday cake for Howard. Then we all played pinochl . Her house 
looked so lovely it took one's breath away. 

John and I also went to the nFollies of 1952n put on by L.C.H.S. and 
there were certainly a lot of cracks about Mr . Truman. They had a boat 

on wheels that kept going across the stage all the time, rowed by 
sailor~, and the boat was named. H.S.T. It was announced from the stage 

that if Mr. Trumam was re-elected, the M·ssouri Wa_!._4z would be the 
Natioanl Anthem. The Valley folks are fine. Love, Alberta . 

c.:{...~ 



May 30th , 1952 at 9:30 in the morning . 

My dear ones in M:ontana: 
(/ ~} 

Well , at long last , as the king of England said after·his abdication when 
he had a chance to sceak to the people over the radio , I will be able to 
write you a letter . 

First 1 must say ·when John came down to get me after Scribes' Club's 
-Chievement tea yesterday there on the wide dashboard of the car lay your 
letter which he had taken out of the mailbox and brought to me . l· e were 
so glad to hear , Emmet , that you were able to do so much, and my , clim;)
ing around the roof as you did! That sounds as though you must be quite 
a little better . And , how good it was to get the ninety dollars for the 
de.m~ige dm,'n by smoke! 

Nice that learl rent to Helena to the Republican Convention . folitics are 
fascinating• I read everything that I g et my hands on and so know the . 
picture pretty well , I feel . I t hink it unf orturi~te that s o 1ar the 
~epbulican party ~s divided be~ween Taft anrli~senhowe~ , which is weakening . 
However, they will have to decide on one caddidate . My personal belief 
is that Eisnehower will be the next president because he is so -;r idely 
known and admired and de;:Tite people not liking: a military president, still 
if vrn have to live with vmr the rest of our lives we should have a strong 
man admired and respected internationally and one that can cope vdth the 
distressing situation in •!hich Te have been floundering . . Only God in 
heaven Ccm g et us out of it, I' d say . 

There is a fine article about"Ike TT in the Saturday ~venine: -ost of :May 
thir d , also an editorial by the editor of the f ost endorsing n Ike . n 

It is hard t o know what to believe, though , so much propaganda is fed to 
us and so much of it is contradictory . i s Papa said one time , nupon my soul 
I don't know whom to vote fort his election . It isn't a question of 
who is the most honest man . It is a question of wh ich one is the l~t 
~rookedl" ~he said 1 in his dry way and I still think there is a lot- of 
truth in that statement concerning all politics, though in this case 

· both Taft and Eisenhower , as men, seen to have inter,rity . 

Since you asked about Johnny's visit home , I' 11 begin at the beginning and 
tell you. In that ~ast ~ letter I ';r.rote you I. said , 5[~1.2:.~0..~, .- .. ~ ohn .~rnul~ be ~ ;J 411 

home an<;,1 we were goin " r ·:,m town/ well , we- didn't go , because he .. asn t 
·•:tee"iing t 00 \vell . r owev~r ' he uorked all day he~e as •e TV '/ere try in,-~ to 

- get as much done as possible to make the hot:,fe nice 1·rhen J oh~jY can~ • 
.~bout supper time, I noticed John l'il~s as - hite :. s a :::- he~t , s 04 hd~ him &:o to 
bed . He was terribly i_l and feverish . I called Dr. Finney n exu . morning 
and ·went dovm to se e him and ,...~et medicine f 01: John, one o~ the n~iphh or~ 
l- riving me dovm so as I couln o; ~t b':-ck as 0_uicl'"ly as postiib~e . lhe sul1..a ~, 
was owerful but John was very ill indeed, all that day , nip ht :, a nd next dc0 J • 

JJednesdav nie:ht then Luenows took me to the airport to meet the ten p . m. 
plane on.,whi,ch Johnn/was s':1-prosed to come , .although Johnn:( ha~ T_-ritten 
not to plan on him at any time because he didn't vmnt us disappointed . 
,J ell we went to the airr..,ort- "..ncl it vras g lamorous out there . I recalled , 
.. lie~ , how you'd 1,vritten- about goinp.· to Gt . Falls .H.irport in the last 
war and thinking how ;:.~onderful it would be to see lVlack come out of the 
big plane when it landed . I felt the same way . ,~ e all crowded out when we 
saw the plane's lights comin~ across the sky . All day I had been thrilled 
1:1hen I washed sheets and had them billowing in the wind under the blue 
skies and the p ine tree, and every time I looked sk)~vard and thought of 
our darlin2; Johnny coming winging through the air to us all the lonQ_; way 

from San lJie ~~a, But the pl ane l anded and no Johnny . iverybody g ot off, then 



2. 
the pilot, stewardess, and crew, and I couldn't believe it. At 11;40 p , -,'f!J .f;~A·. 
a plane came in from Seattle bearing a beautiful young Hawaiian lady and .,1 , 

her husband with ""''>'>It ·we visited. She was laden dth celophane bags of 
leis and she F:,ave me one and l~irs. Luenow one. She was flying on to 
Gt. Falls in a few moments · to visit her sister, married to a young doctor 
who was presently to g o East to be on lf.layo' s staff. This lad.y was a news
paper woman in Hawaii. My, she v-ra s cultured, charming, femin'e' and pretty. 
So the plane was re-fueled and they left. Then the 11:55 plahe's lights 
crossed the sky and we all crowded out and the plane landed, discharged its 
passengers, and still no Johnny. So Luenow's brought me home and as I came 
in John said, npm so glad you're here, I was afraid you'd be wa iting out 
there al l night. Johnny long-distanced u s from Oakland just after you l.eft 
and I've been trying to page you at the airport but no one would answer the 
phone out there. n Poor John's temperature ·was away up. 

The next morning Runkles took me down toll'm for more medicine. vJ e had to 
take John off sulfa the doctor said becuase it was making him so sick and 
cet penicill in. We41, then , back I came about noon and as we drove up, tho 
front door opened and out came big ronzed Johnny, looking won.erfully-fit 
hard '=IS could be and brown as a berry. His eyes looked tired ..... s he .adn't 
slept f or about three nights. I need not tell you folks ho,:J' radiant we 
werP to have that Johnny home. He'd got in on the morning plane and had . 
to pay $1.80 for limousine fare t ·o bring him into town and then came home ~ 
on the bus . When he opened the door old Rex stumhled out of his bed in \ " .~-r:.d'71 
t he Utility room and came waddling in to meet Johnny, so Johnny told me, ~ 
and the dog stared at him as if he just couldn't believe Johnny was home . 
Then when he did realize it, the dog ·vrent completely wild . Daddy called 
from the balcony bedroom which is all inclosed by big wide bamboo partitions 
and poor John was so eroggy he could hardly talk sense to Johnny. Johnny 
took a showe~ got into his .civvies and then came out the door, as I said, 
just as I drove back from town with more medicine and broth for DadQy. 

That afternoon we drew all the shades and drawcurtains. A wind came up and 
sang through the branches of the pine trees. Johnny slept soundly in the 
do1.instairs bedroom, Daddy was comfortable and at peace for the first time, 
and sleeping restfully on the balcony, Rex snoring in his box and I lay 
i.n the semi-darkness on the davenport and r ej niced that my specially-loved 
ones were altogether again under the same roof. It vms one of the happiest 
moments of my whole life. Johnny stayed home with us that evening and told 
us so many things, how Boot Camp life was like an Abbott and Costello 
11rookie n comedy becausee.yerything was confusion_and he only laughed as he 
said every time a Fetty Officer or Chief gave them an order he'd yell, 
"Ger: along there, you g_~!fi~d knotheads} Can't you do anything right?" 

- Johnny said it was something-t of a shock to be so addressed
1 

continuallyr but 
he got used to it and took it with humor. Then he said he was so surprised 
when the ticket agent at the airport called to him in all politenes that 
his plane was ready and addressed him as nMr. Millern that he couldn'_t 
believe it was himself being spoken to after such servile treatment as he'd 
been having in "Boot." 

He said there was a barracks full of HQkies" there and they broke all 
the windows out of their own barracks and the joke was on them because 
the cold winds and r~ins struck and the poor "Okies" almost froze to death 
teking their showers. Johnny and Jack vrere detailed to replace the windows. 
Jbhnny said he found a dagger sticking in the wall 6 It had been thrown 
through the transom and broke that window, so he gave the dagger to the 
man ~'on watch ~) ThenOkies" said to Johnnyn:We<A!.sure glad you' re going to 
get them there windows fixed it's sure been cold taking baths." But the 
joke of it was that it turned out everything was at sixes anrl sevens as usual. 
The chir~ told Johnny and Jack to take the shower door dowr. to the barracks. 
It was a .new door with a glass .in it. But when the boys got it dm\ln there J 
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there were no hinges as the chief said there'd be. So the boys went back 

to get hinges from the chief who said, nyou gd. knotheads go back and get 

the door, then, till we get some hinges. n So the boys brought back the 

door. Then the chief said, "You gd. knotheads, go get the transom now. u 

They did. Then he said, nyou gd. knotheads, take it dovm to the carpenter 

shop and get some glass put in it." So Jack and Johnny took the transom to 

the carpenter shop and the chief in charge there said, nyou gd. knothead :· , 

what are you bringing that thing here for? Dnn' t you knmv we don't cut 

glass in a carpenter shop?n So back they went to the first chief who saic , 

"You gd. knotheads, go back and tell that gd. carpenter chief that they can, 

too, cut glass for the transom. You gd. knotheads speak up to him and 

tell him to get that there glass into the transom in a hurry, but don't . 

t ell him I told you to call him a gd. knothead.rr I guess Johnny's and Jack's 

eyes twinkled at each other all day at such bungling. They didn't get one 

door or transom fixed the whole day long, just carried things back and fort}1 

and the TT Qkies" were still shivering when the chief'A gave up trying to 

have Johnny and Jack accomplish anything because everywhere the boys went tbi~ 

whole day long , they ran into difficulties . However, the teaching(sch ,)ol 

part)of Boot was more efficient and Johnny .got a lot out of that. 

When Johnny was in Portland between planes during the early morning hours~ 

in the lavatory he found a man's wallet on the floor and so turned it in at 

the tiPket desk. Joh,'~f was sitting on a bench and presently a poor, shabby 

old man came up to tl.!e· desk and. a sked if a wallet had been turned in. So 

the ticket agent had him identify it and the old man asked · who'd found it 

and the agent nodded toward Johnny. The old man came to Johnny and just 

trembled and shook when he thanked Johnny, he just couldn't believe that a 

sailor would do such a nice thing!'; My, I was glad Johnny had turned it in. 

~ell, the next day the phone rang and rang and Johnny's friends were all 

phoning him. He spent his days with us. John got better and after a bit 

we all went squirrel-hunting and on little picni~s around the country here, 

though John sat in the car mostly. The weather was sunny and just wonderful. 

I hunted up books on salads and made Johnny all kinds of fruit, vege~table 

and sea'food salads. John's siste:r{brought a hen and I cooked it for broth 

for Daddy...-J ohn who could have no fruit juices, just mjJJ< and ~J1. 
Johnny was so glad to be home, and was so happ~and having lost twenty-two 

pounds in Boot Camp was as trim as could be. I never saw him have so much 

purpose and a new kind of confidence. 

The lilac parade and festival was on when he -was home and John was getting 

better and everything was wonderful. Then the time came to go and the 

evening of the nineteenth we took Johnny to the train. Elsie and Frank 

were there with a big box of nuts and candy bars for him, Ella Hough had 

made a special trip in from \Vallace and was staying at a hotel so that she 

could see Johnny. She'd been up one day and spent it with us and visiting 

with Johnny. She wanted tr give Johnny the St. Christoper scapular to wear 

around his neck to keep him safe. But Ella told me later Johnny told her 

like he just hated to hurt her feelings, but perhaps he'd beet"er not. After 

all, his neck chain with his tag on it said he was protestant and it would 

be confusing to wear the Catholic emblem too, if anything should happen to 

Johnny. Johnny's dog tag says, np. n for protestant, and non for his blood typi 

Johnny went back all alone but. he had won9-~rful morale and thA-t r~Jned us 

all. · Then John went back to work and on1 ~rmed Forces Daynthe F. Dept put 

on a display and the fire flashed and scorched lightly John's cheetk, singed 

the hair on his temple, and took off an eyebrow. With all the excitement 

and strainJJohn then had a relapse. It wa s doctor again, this time penicillin 

shots and back to bed f or another week. So John was sick about three 

·weeks. However, this is his sec and day back now and he looks more rested and 

fresher than he has for quite a while. 1rhe Navy Depot sent him 2 lovely plants 
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I had a card ~rom San Diego saying Johnny had a good trip but d~in't know 
when he'd be sent to Norman, that hew as quartered in~Dut-Going-Unit:' Then 
I didn't hear from him for a week, then came an airmail letter from Okla., 
and he said he'd been shipped out right after writing me that card. The~ 
Norman letter was wonderful. He told us of his trip back by train.~-:He4 - ~~ ' 
sat for a few hours wit~ a priest who had gone to the Mt. St. Mich~ls' 
Scholasticate in Spokan-e for seven years. Johnny having had one cri~_rter at 
Gonzaga had something in common to discuss with him. Then at Fort.land 
a~ old lad r strai~h~ Yrom Ireland took possession of Johnny, and with her 
1 suppose he had a discussion about Irish ancestors " · • .She was his 
companion all the way to Iifiartinez . I can just see Johnny, he's so darned 
sweet to everybody, I know he must have been polite and considerate to her. 
He said she embarrassed him though in s pite of himself with all her silly 
questions , blarney of what a foine broth of a bofi he was, and she kept 
feeding him cand;.,.! He finally got aNay and in t e diner met a man from Red 
Deer and the fact that Red Deer ·was his mother's starting place in thiE \·rorld 
made conversation there. Then Johnny teamed up with a sailor from Japan ana 
there was a lot to listen to there about the Orient . 

Johnny flew from San Diego to Phoen-1 .... , Ariz., Albuquerque 1 New. Hex., 
1\.marillo, Texas and on t o Norman, 1S miles from Oklahoma Gity. In the 
City at the ~us depot there he met Bill Henderson , son of Dr. Henderson here. 
Johnny knew Bill in H.S. here. So Johnny saidtwfierever I go · I meet old 
L. and C. buddies.'' Johnny's quarters are by the g oltr' course4 lt' s very 
pretty and green where he is. The U. of Okla. is at Norman. The base is 
very· nice. The boys wear their whites all the time because it is hot there, 
but pleasant ~; o far . The people are just vrnnderful and s o f rienaly and 
the boys are now treated -.:ith respect in air school ,v-hich is gratifying 
after the belittling ,.1 idress- ing off'gd. knotheadn in Boot Camp . I eople in 
San Diego were horrid to the sailors and tried to (.sl-in'>them out of every 
penny they had in al 1 sorts of n skin games ." Johnny is nmv an Cf_A irman 
itf>prenticd'in the Navy Air Force and he thinks he will study aerography 
which is reading 11eather conditions. He will fly some , of course, go 
up to aet weather readings, but of course one doesn1 t always end up with 
what one cho~es. He may find something he likes better . It was suggested 
by his examiwf officer because of his g ood rating s in bJath., Physics, 
~hemistry, and his ability to type . So John and I feel quite good about 
Johnny's progress and Johnny's O'Wil satisfied, happy state of mind . 

\Je pa id his fare back on the train, and the sixty-eight dollars for the 
the half of the round trip ticket " return tripn which Johnny d idn't use 
from here to San Diego is supposed to be returned to us from St. aul, though 
we were told it would take about three weeks. If you are late getting back 
to Camp you get thrmm in the brig for two weeks, no excuses accepted un
less you happen to come in touch with a sensible officer, and so I in-
sisted he shouldn't run the risk of having a planetlgroundnagain or be out of 
~as on account of that strike. 

Ye sterday we had a big achievem~ t tea in that big upstairs room of the 
Press Club which I showe{you. · Along the sides we had tables with all of 
our published material on display . There was a lovely tea table and then 
the room was filled to overflovdng with University women members, Artists 
and Composers of America, Foetry Scribes , Fiction Scribes, the city librarian, 
newspaper people and some of the principals and English teachers of the city. 
Poor little me had to make a great big speech, introduce all of the Scribe 
meml) ers to t he audience and tell what they'd written. My speech was the 
nwork scope of Spokane Fiction Scribes . TT I saw a former English teacher of 
mine in the audience and also the principal of the Hawthorne School and so 
before I - a.oncluded my speech I said, n I cannot close this little talk with
out presenting to you, my principal , Sara Weisman of the old Hawthorne 
School, and also Miss Hunt an English teacher of mine from Lewis and Clark , 
and whatever I know of English some of it is due to their guidance.n 
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They stood and bowed to the audience, and afterwards when they shook my hand 
I was deeply moved to see how touched they were. They are old ladies now and 
they had tears in their eyes, so I hugged them and they hugged me. Oh, it was 
truly a feminine party! Even though I've had several dramatic and public speak 

ing courses, this was really quite an undertaking before all thosfili.ighly
educated and intelligent women, neverthele t;s JL(girded- up my loins')~kd employed 
all the .,~-ricks of talking to the public Pd learned in spite of my qualms 
before hand. And I must have done all right because people came to shake my 
hand and compliment me and the Chronicle photographer photograped me and 
t·T other ladies at the tea table. If I didn't break the camera and the 
J:. ture isn't too horrible(newspaper pictures sometimes are)Pll send you one. 

I had a new havy blu~ faille dress with a gracef ul swirw;in1< skirt for the 
occasion and on one of the white lace lapeis I wore th~finy gold anchor 
navy pin which your ~~ck so kindly sent to his Aunt Albei~a~hen he was going 
to Naval School in New York~ I wore it as a talisman for him and Joe and 
for Johnny, three lovely and wonderful navv lads. And I felt quite happy and 
confident with it pinned over my heart. I had white gloves, and a cute little 
white pique hat and wore black high-heeled strap slippers. 

_..;!}!4,,..,,..r' 
John came and ~ot me afterwards. We stopped at Schalkau's.~nd Juners lovely 
wedding g ifts. () We go to her wedding the night of June J 4t:&\. i~the Frances 
Lester Hotel., ..,6he is marrying a navy Lt. graduating fr ·om Moscow this month. 

~ 
Then since it was our anniversary(the 23rd)4_is it possible?) we went to Elsie 
and F'rank' s for dinner in acceptance of their invitation. Elsie had a 
lovely frted chicken dinner new parslied potatoes with butter, asparagus, 
salad , Strawberry shortcake\ and coffee, and all superbly cooked,{olives, too , 
we had.) After dinner the four of us went f or a ride in our car with the 
radio tuned in to love songs and rode around north by all those quiet 
little streams thru the woods where John and I used to drive in courting days . 
So, altogether, I had a most wonderful day, with your big fat letter, too sand-

wiched in between the big tea-speech-making-party and our anniversary dinner. 

I called Rose to tell her I'd heard from you, just a bit ago, and I asked 
her if she thought Papa was up to making a train trip over to see you and 
that you Montana folks would like her and Papa to come but she thought most 
of the time he was pretty frajj.. The last few days he has been a little 
better, but he just can't remeier anything and asks t h ings over and over. 
When you answer again and agaln, poor Daddy doesn't even say any more as he 
did just a little while back , TT 6h, yes, that 's right. You just told me. n 
He can't even reme1:ier now that you just got thru telling him. He is so 
thin, that I don't~believe his brain gets enough blood to let him reme'6er. 
John's Mother got that way , too, and that's what the doctor said was %he 
matt er ~;e,fv ../!.Jt./lt,-· ; 

The Red Cross. called me to t; ive a pint of blood the morning of June 10th, say
ing they needed it very urgently for Korea. They send big shipments over 
every Tuesday and Thursday and so I will give it, come home and lie down in 
the afternoon and g o to the wedding at night. They gave blood at the Naval 
Depot a few days ago, but John was exempted this time because he'd been so 
ill. What are they doing to our poor boys in Korea that they have need of 
so much bloodl-·I just nearly go wild when I think of Korea. And when one of 
our leading generals declares what a mistake it was to go there at all, I 
can just hardly continue to be a lady about the situation. 

Johnrs vacation is from the nineteenth of June to the third of July. We are 
going to take a quiet, leisurely trip which he needs, up to Nelson and stay 
overnight at the Hume Hotel where I always wanted to stay. I went to school 
with Freda Hume, a daughter of the original o~mer as I think I wrote you 
before. Then we will go down the lake, see Cummings, cr~ss B c. to Vancouver. 
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Irene's widowed, lovely Aunt Annie with the deep dimples lives there now 
with her brother and he has a big house out on Grey's Point overlooking 
the Harbor and Grouse Mountain. Irene brought her ·to cal l on us when Aunt 
:nnie was dovm here visiting just recently and she, hearing that John and 
I would be in Vancouver, asked us to stay with her and her brother. She 
says there are three big extra bedrooms they don't even use, reminds me 
of your extra rooms and how John and I had the luxury of a room apiece 
while staying at your house. So we probably shall accept her invitation for 
a few days. I've had her to parties and dinners many times in our other 
house and she says she is happy she can return some favors. 

Then we shall go around the Oly~pic ·Fenninsulla dovm to Dlympia, see Frank 
on his new oyster farm on the Sound, go to Mt. Rainier Nat'l Park over 
there, to Seattle and home. 

Don't you think you might come over this summer'i You spoke, Emmet, 
of driving your pick-up with a little house on it. You could park it 
under our pin~ trees in the back yard and sleep in our house or in 
"your little housen on the pick-up, or both_,whichever you wanted to do. 
Then we could take a few jaunts here and there around this vicinity with 
our car now and then . 

Dear me, 1,,,.rhat a letterl You' 11 probably need two or three sessions in 
which to read it and a cup of tea or two and a sandwich before you finish 
it. 

John is on duty this Memorial Day. So I had the time to write. I must do 
some ironing now, then make some_ yeast dough cinpamon rolls to take out 
to Irene and Howardts cabin cruiser to-morrow. they've asked us for the 
weekend but John must vrnrk again Sunday , so we'll just go for Saturday . 

My, the flowers and especially the lilacs were exquisite here this spring. 
~jhen Johnny was home the air was just heavy with the fragrance all over. 
When the wind was in the pine$at n-ights with the moon sailing overhead, 
Johnny would come in and close the door behind him, saying, nMy , it's 
wonderful to be up north again among the pines and have the wind rushing thru 
them. California can have its artificiality and its palms t" 

One of the reasons that I think he feels at home in Oklahoma and likes 
it so well is that the plains of Montana which he ah·rays loved have con
ditioned him to that type of country. 

Now the locust trees are filling the air with the fragrance of their 
blooms . Springtime is most heavenly here in Spokane. 

Yes, Johnny went ~o the car races, John wanted to go with him, but had to 
lie in bed .Johnny also went dovm to Cheney and saw Jewel and Glorea , 
called at the folks in the Valley twice, and was out almost every evening 
with girl and boy friends here. He had a most glorious home-coming 
with everybody so wonderful to him that he could hardly belive it after 
Boot Camp Life, the rough talk and roari~that is. He didn't mind t~e 
drilling or any of the other things, s1rct he didn't even get tired. ~o 
his football , lineman work , and Bliste~rust work paid off for him. 

;Jell , you asked for the details, 1 lice.> and here they are. I hadn't written 
for so long I had a lot to s§._J[,. Love to your dear boys , their sweet vd ves , 
the precious grandchildren, The MaXW"ells, .t-' earl,Fred and your very dear 

selves. It's time forfia cup~7nd sandwich now for me, too. 
&-l .ti;..()· Lovingly, 

1 Ulli" .f 1 I 1 ·, / ' . --ff-·~ 

, . , 4l,i;,,,,,1;A1_..,r 
~.,..,i ~ .... , 

/ 
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Friday the thirteenth , dear me! ! f 452. 

Dear Montana folks: 

Yesterday was :our anniversary . Many happy returns, though I am 
late in saying it and also good wishes for Pearl for her birthday . 

I just went across the road in the bright sunshine and found your 
letter and one from Frank with a map he'd drawn within it telling 
us how to reach his oyster and nut farm(hazelnuts)near Olympia . 
And as alv·mys your letter brought me so close to you that I have to 
sit right down and visit . 

I was glad to hear all the news and I'm sure your house will look 
very nice all done over . How nice your little picnic sounded and 
it was strange you came out by Archie McMillan's old place . I'll 
never forget how blue they were about selling their place and how 
they were hoping the deal ·wouldn't go thru . They are the people 
you mean aren't they , the ones who bought part of the Marlowehouse 
and built by Fear 1 in B • Sandy . Or was their name McKenzie, There 
were two families up there and I got them mixed . 
Well , I' 11 go back to this morning . I went out · in the car with 
John on his way to the base and had him drop me off at the folks with 
c big Bettv Crocker orange chiffon cake I'd made for Papa for Father's 
Day . I visited with .i:lsie, Ernie , too , as they were ~,,raiting to be 
picked up to go to work . Daddy took me out and showed me the little 
new red calf without a spot of white on it and he was so proud of it . 
Papa's eyes are so pretty and clear and his skin looks so nice , 
although he is quite thin. However, to-day he was so alert and just 
remembered everything . t{ose says. that is the ylay he is when he is 
feeling rested . 

Ernie is talking about having a sprinkling system put on the acres so 
Papa won't have to wear himself out making irrigation rills. 

Papa asked if you folks were coming over this summer . I told him 
,rou hadn't sa id but that I rather thought you might a little later 
on and he said that he hoped so . He said it was too bad that poor 
Nern got hurt and he'd like to see you to see how ~V'rell you got over 
it . Once a parent always a parent . 1nd Nemmie is Papa's first 
born baby and still ,as always,very precious to him. 

1.foll , then I came in town when Rose did and I bought some odds and 
ends to take on our trip, came home on the bus , had my lunch 
and thought how quiet the house is without those two big masculine 
menfolk of mine both of ,-,~,horn I do love so much . 

Johnny "Writes that it's quite nice after Boot Camp and he still 
can't get over how nice instructors and officers are after the 
cursing ones in Boot training at San Diego(everybody says San Diego 
is one of the hardest boot centers . )He says the Northwest is still 
his favorite spot and that it is really pretty hot in Norman, so much 
so that ice cream melts before you get it to your mouth . They have 
a nice swimming pool on the base and he goes swimming in his leisure 
time . 

As I had planned, I gave my pint of blood Tuesday merning . -qe lie still 
for ten minutes after the drawing and when I got up and caught sight 
of my face in a mirror I was startled at how white it was, but then I 
looked around and tbe others who were there looked prett"'r pale, too . 
Twenty-four had given that morning up to eleven thirty when I got thru . 
John came in to meet me and took me home and then I got lunch and 
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was busy most of the afternoon. Then we had to pick up some folks to 
take to June's wedding and go early so I really didn't have any time 
to rest, but I didn't feel bad. Next day I was a little tired, ·but 
then I'd been to the wedding the night before and was up late and 
had wedding refreshments anc coffee which is not conducive to sound 
sleep. -

The wedding was one of the loveliest I ever attended. June looked 
very beautiful and she is such a lovel!~ efficient girl. Her 
groom was in his Naval Lt. white dres" ~~~~carried his· cap under his 
arm to the altar. They were so in love and so happy as they'd 
w~ited all thru college. He graduated from the Naval Reserve Officer 
Training at IvToscow on Monday and was married on Tues. night. His mother 
and s ister drove out from Detroit or graduation and wedding. My, they 
were lovely and brother, mother, sister all are dark with lovely 
big soft brown eyes. The sister had to fly back to be at her husband's 
graduation from Medical college, the mother took the train to California 
and June and Don drove back in the mother's car to Detroit where they 

will leave the mother's car at her home and take delivery of a new 
car for themselves and then go on to Quantico, Va., where he is to be 
stationed. Alice, if you still happen to have the clipping I sent you 
of June would you inclose it to me as her mother asked me for the one 
from our paper. 

Mr newspaper picture wasn't too good. Flashlight pictures always 
ma ke me blink my eyes. It was nice of the tea table and my dress, 
and the other two ladies, but there I am with my eyes shut. I was 
sorry I let them take the picture . But after all I made t he bi g 
speech of the day and the other two women and I have sold the most 
material this year and so they insisted I be in the picture, even 
though I protested how ghastly press camera newspaper pictures are. 
Next time I'll just give them one of my pictures to put in and be 
sure that it will look better before they get it . 

I can't get started packing . · lVIost everything is clean and folded, 
but it's a lways quite a taP<, especially when I'll need all types of 
things and it takes quite ·a few changes for seventeen days. We 
will be in Vancouver, Victoria, on the boats, in the cities on the 
Tviashington Coast, so we will be doing a lot of going. Ti e know a lot 
of people on the coast and will have to try to see most of them. 

Just yet we are not sure whether we'll go by boat from Victoria to 
the Olympic Peninsula, down to see Frank, to I·1t. Rainier and then up 
to Seattle, or whether we' 11 drive dmm from Vancouver to Seattle and 
then to the other places. It depends on the weather and how much 
boat travel has gone up. Last time it cost twenty dollars to 
ferry our boat in the steamship's insides from Victoria to Port Angeles. 

l 

We'll be visiting in Canada, thou~ about a week altogether, so if 
you should care to send me letters at Tom's and Frank's I'm sure we'll 
get them. IT d like to know all is well with you folks along our way. 

John is a lot better . Last night some of the out-of-town guests of 
Schalkaus came up with them to see our studio house and we had ~ 
cinnamon rol ls I'd made, and coffee and Berenice s. brought a three 
layer choc. cake. John showed them that rattle snake and calf-brand-
ing picture and the nice cattle and green Montana land taken when you 
were living at Gt. Falls. They thought it very interesting and liked, 
too, the nice one of Glacier which we took at the same time. -~l e 
-4:~ave Monday for Creston and Nelson, so bye-bye and good luck to all of r~-



Wed . July 9th, 1952 

My dears: 

Tell Joe ·what a fine white head that is that he has mounted and how 
much we enjoyed the snaps of Connie . Doesn't she look adora'~ le, though, 
with that head scarf on , out in the field{ Her feat~ures are very dainty 
and pretty . How you must love and enjoy all of your grandchildren! And 
now a ne·w little one! 

It's hot to- day . I ·washed, tidied the house, drew all the curtains anct J
dare the temperature of 94 degrees outside to make me uncomfortable . 
'fhe hi~h raftere~1 ceilinp- and the well- insulated. v.ralls makes even this 
frame house ver, cool . 

I have so man_r things to d o now to catch u p on, must make s ome jam, 
do some writing , a lot of sewing , as I have quite a few material to make 
up and must also catch up on correspondence . 

I send you a few snaps . Keep the one of ,Johnny if you like, the one in 
his uniform taken inside the last nite he was home . In the one with me 
he is imitating the lumber jacks in Fierce, Ictaho, clowning . John says 
dontt et excited about the picture he took , it was·only a wooden Indian by 

whom he is standing . The one of me is on the new · nscomb Ferry and shows 
the channel at my back leading up to Kaslo. 

When at Pauline's in Seattle I looked at her National Geographies and 
thought vou must be enjoying them. What a wonderful ·country is New Zealand! 

You asked to hear about our trip, well, here goes!!! 
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l~th our car all neatly loaded,~ex reposing joyously and comfortably in 

his box on the back seat, and with a neat package of sandwiches cookies 

and thermos of coffee thrown in for ·g ood measure and to appease'our hunger 

at noon_, off we started on June 16th, though the sky was cloudy and over 

cast and a hint of dampness in the air told us rain might attend u~ on 

our journey. 

First stop, Albertson's on North Division for tvrn big ice cream cones 

at about nine o'clock in the morning . All thru Newnort Sandpoint the 

Bonner country) r~in fell ~and we ate our lunch in the a.a?.. Neverth;less, 

the country ·was fresh anct green. The Kootenay Valley looked wonderful . 

Th~re. is no sign. of Cop~land n~w on the new main highv~ay except a sign 

pointing , "One Mile to Gopelann .n But the mountains looked familiar 

and the Valley as flat and green and lush and the river as winding as 

ever. 
-

'l1he rain increased. At Creston B .c. we got gas and were told the rain 

had been falling for a week. Along ·)y Sanco we saw two g irls at the road

side and thinking they might be in need we slowed down. They were hitch

hiking J'rom Toron-Co to Vancouver and ·wanting desperately to be picked 

up to catch the Ferry from Crawford Bay(where · it now leaves for Balfour). 

There they stood like t ·wo drowned rats, boxes, suitcases, packages , and 

a giant size box of rinso( to do their ·washing enroute, no doubt.) 

"Oh, dear , lf said I, nwe might squeeze you in if it weren't for all your 

luggage." Said they, "We can hoid it on our laps, H their eyes travelling 

over our loaded car. nwell , maybe you have room in the trunk," they hope

fully suggested. But alas, no room there. Also, we were stopping to 

visit Cummings and wouldn't be going to the Ferry anyway, so they smiled 

and said , nThank you very much for stopping, very kind, very kind.n So 

on we ·went feeling sorry for two pretty young girls still waiting in the 

rain with a mountain of luggage . How they had got that far is a marvel 

to me. 

Down the hill, thru the dampness and lushness we went into the Cummings' 

dooryard. The Cummings welcomed us with open arms--six years since our 

last visit They took us on a tour in the drizzling rain of Ray's cabins 

and though they are adequate for fisherman 's cabins, John couldn't help 

lamenting afterwards that it was too bad with all the logs and poles and 

rock Ray could not have made the little shanties picturesque and romantic 

looking. There w s the matchless view of' Goat Creek and those wild dashing 

·waterfalls, visible only thru a little toilet room window in one of· the 

cabins, whereas he could have put that cabin at an an5le \•Tith windows 

across~he thus-slanted front taking in view of lake, c:i:1eek and vmter fall. 

Laughingly, though, when I lamented the loss of such a view , Mrs. 

Cummings said, "Well, everyone has to come to this little toilet and shower 

room, so the view isn't lost after all!" 

We left them all in their big farm kitchen by their vmrm wood fire bestir-

ring themselves to make evening tea. ,-e had brought them all several 

bags of candy which each cached away in his OYITil little nich~ and they 

asked us to come again when we could stay. It was almost six p.m. and 

we wanted to see Ruth and Ray at Cra1;1r.ford Bay before we took the morning 

ferry. The new road goes right past their place now and t~e Ferry.leaves 

above Cra1'":'ord Bay at Kootenay Bay. So at dusk we pulled into their 

place and 1:!he Mc Gregors seemed so glad we had come to stay all night. 

Ruth gave ns a nice roast venison supper, re-heated things as they'd eaten 

earlier. (iWe had stopped at our old place to view the big and rustic ~ 

peeled and oiled log house built in a wide V-shape facing the lake and-~ 

built right close to that high bank, you remember, right next to the lake. 

Beautiful, huge stone chimneys, enormous viev-I windows, big doors, with 
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long metal hinges and inlaid work of carved and polished wood. Pipes had 
been laid from the old spring in the cedan and there were more than one 
bathroom. There were matting rugs on th~ floors, great metal trays of 
hammered copper and other ornaments hanging on the wall an old European 
bat~le axe--oh it is truly a v.ronderful place and all th~t the romantic 
notions of ~ohn and myself could ask for. I couldn't help but contrast 
~he _place -Tith our early' pionee~ing efforts t:qere. The huge clearing 
is Just · lush long green grass, Just open space where our garden, 
~rchard · strawberry bed and house used to be. The Sociology professor 
Mr. Bach, ·wife and friends were due to arrive the next week. They ' 
come roaring up from the States in Cadillacs, have a gala time for awhile 
then back go the guests and the professor writes his learned texts and ' 
books the rest of the summer, and it is doubtless from their sale that he 
has made his money.) 

Well, then, after our venison supper we sat in Ruth's front room which 
was literally lined vdth silver loving cups of all manner and size won 
by eighteen-year-old Rosemarie and seventeen-year-old Percy, the badminton 
champions of B. C. :.nd lovely , attractive, rosy- cheeked young folks they 
are and so gracious and polite! There were deer heads all around the room, 

a fire in the heater, besjrl) which Rex stretched out, ·and the sound of 
rain pelting the window pa n esdnd roof. And I thought, " Out of these back 
woods and primitive log cabin come young people who go to Vancouver, Victor.-

ia, Cranbrook ,<rwho even beat the players who came up to B. c. from Snokane 
and Seattle. However, that is the one main sport on Kootenay Lake and 

Cra'Wford Bay has quite a badminton club house and settlers of all ages 
play badminton. There is a well-to-do colonly of English people there and 
a lot of nice new homes have gone up. There are now about ninety grade 
pupils at Crawford Bay and seventy-five or so high school pupils, pretty 
good for that one little school settlement. vJe slept upstairs under the 
eves 1.:dth the w1ndows open to the cool night and scent of cedar. 

Of course we had oatmeal porridge for breakfast next morning then r:.uth 
went . .rith us to view again that Hlittle cathedral in the pines. !L.A girl 
from ~.)pokane was married there recently, went up for the wedding, espec
ially. Her father is a Sear-Roebuck executive here and they have a summer 
home at Crctrnr :1 Bay now .--Then off we ·went.J and right bef·ore our eyes on 
the way to the new Ferry Landing was .C okanee Glacier, brilliant in the 
rnornin_ sunlight(the rain had stopped). I .think the landing was put where 
it is to show the glorious white glacier in the mountains a cross the lake 
between Balfour , nd l ;::i. slo. :rhere is a beautiful lodge beside the dock 
with v1indm, s taking in the lovel:r view. It reminded us of our ho~se 
here ·with its beamed ceiling and knotty pine, though the balcony is huge, 
.of course with bedroom doors opening off its whole length. Balcony is 
reached t'y a wide knotty pine stair eoing up from one side of the huge 
lodo-e and dining room. Oh, Kootenay Lake is developing, too, and no 
lon~er, the forest f astnes3 that it i.ra c when v:e lived there. 

~-Je drove our car on trie brand new t'erry boat, the \nsc omb, went upst airs 
and out on deck, leaving the usual crowd in~:ide at the tea and. coffee 
bar(we were too f ull of porridge, as yet, to partake.) 

The morning lvas sparkling , fresh, and so beautiful one could hardly stand 
it crossing the channel and looking up towar d Kaslo and dm,m the la~e 
toward Sance and the three white peaks I had to tie a scarf aroune1 1!1Y 
head and nut on John's s.J.ort jacket, the a ir was s o keen. How I do like 
that beautiful roo"tenay Lake! It makes me think of all the times when 
I used to go up to Nelson to school in the old days on the lovely old 
st eamers t hat are no mor e. 
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-Je landed at Balfour anc instead. of takinp· the road to Helson w·e followed 
the lakeside dmm to Kaslo about a distan~e of t h .te,ty miles. Dashing 
streams s~rep~ do~:n the mountains all along the roadside, and the road vras 
narrow, i.nnding and · steep. Kaslo has a tmnerb ;-· et ting but it is practicall-

y a ghost tovm now, though one can see quaint old houses and hotels a
?lenty a1:-d kn?w that it must have been quite a place once. ~ie ate lunch 
t,here amt coLn._ng back .to Balfour we saw a white Daddle-wheeler reduced 
to the low mission of pt ,)11inF c:. 1x:i.,.,-.ge and -r:re were told it was the steamer 
Kaslo, the only remaining one on the lake~ Then on to Nelson on a nice 
paved road passin~ all types of lovely new summer homes, one br them a 
E:?rgeous.,copp;r-ro?fed mansion. Across another ~erry into Felson, gave a 
lift to Scotc1; ladies, two of them, up to the main part of town. To the 
Hume Hotel 1dhich has been enlarged and done over, very nice, but ·we were 
told, alas , at the desk the conven~ion in tovm had e11t;_96ed all t 1 0 rooms, 
but that there • .. as a lovely nev,r brick motel on the Hall Mines Road un the 
side of Old Silver King Mountain. The clerk phoned there to reS2rve-an 
apartment for u~. \:le rtopped for some groceries, then, to prepare our m·m 
supper since we couldn t stay at the Rune and have dinner there. 

The apartment vre had was truly lovely and in a quiet beautiful setting, 
and so we bathed , had supper, dressed up and did the tovm. The evening 
·was lovely. We went dmm to Fairvie w Park and j_t is like an English 
Park. A sign hung over the entrance that no one must stay in there a.fter 
eleven. From there we went to the docks and there vra~~: the sad sir-ht of 
the dear old Nasookin steamer ·which I had seen built and launched--back 
in 1913 ,(the · school children all marched to the shipyards that day for 
the launching;') .,i few years ago she was taken off the 1. err:,r run and used 
for a Navy cac.(et practice ship. ~3he caught fire . The fire vras put out 
and the ship st ill used though badly scorched 11hen she got a-c..1ay from 
her mooring s and broke up on the rocky shore. So now there were parts 
of her piled all around and only her big hull tied to the c:ock vrith the 
name, n1fa.sookin, H ( Ghi .f of all) printed a cross her bow . I thought of . 
her proud goings and comings in rain and shine and h6w she used to slip 
into the dock \· ·nter nights all alight and gleaming with half the to·wn 
dovm at the docks to see her come in; winter and summer, she drew an 
audience • 

. ,e rove around tm,m and savr the place-s i.·1here I used to stay and John 
declared he neve~ saw such steep streets in his life. Most of the 
to mspeople still d o not have cars and no i.,vonder • . rrhe curfe-w boo!_!led 
out at nine o'clock and vrn went in as di the rest of the town . Canada 
is still very i:,rell-behaved, discreet, and so mannerly that I could 
hardly believe that it has b een possible for her to retain those quali
ties in this fast and callow age .. 

Next morning ·we drove out past Bonn j_ngton ~;,alls, 1·rhite foaming ca::,cades , 
viev,red the communal Do kauoor ch-relling~ b ig square houses, farm buildinf. s, 
~:ardens, crossed the Ferr~, at Castel~ar where vro ~ irls aga in asked for 
a rice. On to Trail, then to ri ossland where we sent Johnny a TlOSt card 
and called on lvlarv liummings food who lives there Her tHo daughters had 
just come home from school for lunch. One is an art/s\, a1;d 1.:hat . lovely 
oils and vmter colors she did have around the house. 0he is in hi2;h 
school. They wi l l go to Cummings to spend the summer . !\'Iy, 1Hhat a rugged 
mountain his hway v.re then crossed to get to the Okanogan Valley! 1:ct do 
you know all along that lonely, rou~h, high and narrow road were ~itch
hikers, some 1,,ranting to go all the tray to '>fancouverl Bus connections and 
travel is not as g ood, nor as frequent up there, nor d o people have cars 
2 s they do in the States, so that is perhaps the rea s on. 
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It -... -as quite warm that day so \tie were happy to pull into Sand Beach 

Cabins on_Osoyoo~fake right in the fruit country remindin~ u~ of the 

hot dry hills of. enatcnee and the orchard-f-illed Valley. The breeze 

off the l~ke ,ms lovely for sleeping that night, f resh and cool. -

Next mornu:ig ·we bought chE:rries to eat along the way , thirt:r cents a 

nound! Thing s have certainly gone up in Canada, much hi~her than here 

an~ v-Ta~e s are low:r, Furthermore , t~e rlmerican dollar is discounted 

vfhich is a hard pill ~o swall?w cons~ ering that the reason our money 

7s not as good ~s theirs now is because we have been g ivinc so much of 

it a}ay a1;d to ~ngland , t<:)O• It used to be tae other way aro-µnd that 

the va.nadian dollar was discounted here, but not now. _ 

The forests, mountains, rushing streams, peaks , canyons are simply ma~nifi· 

cen~ all across B. C. We sav; deer, ualore, wild flowers--beauty, be~uty , 

nothing . but grandeur • . . Then ~he ·wide ~raser River Valley, good roads the 

l a st third of the province, 11Tew Westnnnster, then into the huge citv of 

Vancouver. Along t~e ~ing's Highway1 where I went into a china shop~ to 

phone Irene's - unt 11.nnie as r,;as the plan and s he told me how to come to 

get out to Point Grey wher:e she and her brother lived. Since I spent a 

month in Vancouver one summer and have been there several times we had 

not trouble finding th·e place. ivir . Gill is, the bachelor uncl3 has a 

nice bi,g , brmvn , conservative house in a nice section of town.'fhru the 

windows we saw the lovely white liners come and go into the inlet which 

makes Vancouver's beautiful and ideal harbor . Lovely homes are all around 

on the steep hillsides where he lives and the flowers--My! one cannot 

believe how wonderful the flowers are on the coast until seen. Roses, 

such roses, over everything-- the air is heavy with their fragranc e, 

and flowers of every kind , lush and high and thick . ~unt Annie came 

running out to meet us, her dimpies coming and going . We were taken 

in to the lovely vwod- panelled house, shm,m up to a big f ront room along 

stairway and halls papered Hith big fat roses. 'le bathed and dressed. 

lf.tr . Gillis came home from the Vancouver Sun where he works, head of the 

advertising , classified adds . Vhat a fine gentleman he is, very Brit ish, 

a captain ' in two wars, clear blue eyes, with the Gillis good looks like 

Irene has , black hair, and such lovely ways and so polite and entertain

ing. I loved eating · in ·the pane:iled dining room. There ·was quite an 

elegance to it, lovely food, on ~nglish china, and crystal, with decanters 

and brandy set and. such things on the buffet . As we ate we looked thru 

wide windows at the ships and ocean. We certainly had a lovely two days 

and three nights' there. One day he drove us everywhere in his Cadillac 

and took us to a lovely ~nglish tea and meals nouse, a former British 

home on the seacoast, gardens all around it, and my that ·Nas a lovely · 

place to eat . Then he took us thru the huge, walled-in estat~ of McCrae , 

fabulously rick people who gave the home to the vets for a hospital now. 

There was a huge swimming poch:;b~ (a buildin~y itself) greenhouses, 

kitchen gardens, formal flower gardens, laV>ffis, grovet, great pillared 

entrance, domed entrance hall, oil pai~tings of General ~n~ W.irs ~ McCrae 

in the hall , so many parlors, ·dining rooms, a ball room and a big 

bar room in the basement lined with mirrors, an enormous~ mahogany 

bar and a long brass foot rail, and a wine cellar , perfectly enormous 

with cement walls that looked like cribbage boards , each hole a place 

to stick a oottle. ~e saw the enormouse bedroom where King Edward Vlll 

was a guest when he was Pr ince of Wales . The bath3:'oom was huge, whit~-

tiled and what a shower:!=! You stepped into a cylinder made of a series 

of nickle cylinders. h;ter came at you from. ev<=;ry direction , on top ,. all 

around and shot up from the bottom._ John said it was guaranteed to either 

drown the good Pr ince of Wale s or beat him to death . 

We talked to veterans and some of them were lovely and seeing them having 

hP.en 80 long in hospital was very heart-rending to me . 
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One d~y John and I set aside for going to see my dear Mrs . Stevenson with 
whom~ used to stay ~n -Nelson. First we took Aunt Annie marketing then 
brought her home aga~n . I found Mrs . S. 's name in the directory, though 
I had been a pprehensive whether or not she was still living so imagine 
my joy when I saw her name there . I phoned and told her wh~ I was and 
she laughed and said, nvyell! I never did!" So she told us how to get 
there that afternoon . We went to the main part of the city then mailed 
car ds at the post office , saw the church where Philip read the l~sson and 
which he and Elizabeth attended when in Vancouver , went to chinatown 

.where we bought some tea cups and saucers , and gazed and gazed at all the 
lovely oriental objects of art which we saw there . When we came back to 
our car and I just finished unlocking· my side I happened to turn to face 
the street and was I surprised! I sa id , rrwh§ry;-=· James Connon. 11 He ·was sur
prised , too . I knew Cora was going all over the island this summer in her 
Jehovah ' s - Witness 4' eacher -capa city t h.ia ;:; mmite-r and she had said Jim was 
g oing where th~-boys and their vdves were, so I hadn't expected to see him 
and especially~ind h im just like that in that enormous city. He had just 
gotten out of the ho?pital right then where he had been for a second 
operation for cancer and he was pretty totter y . But he was sweet and 
friendly . He surely is a nice fellow . I couldn' t help but think Cora 
should ha ve be en there with him instead of pursuing the s preading of that 
subversive religion. She has dropped everything for it and I think it's 
a pity . They've g iven up their home and he said he was leaving town as 
soon as he went to the store to get a f ew extr a pieces of cloth ing . He 
didn't know where Cora was and he d idn't say where he w as going . I hope 
they get together -1.'lrhen the summer is over . 

Well, then we drove thru Stanley Park on the b ig peninsula , across the 
LionS' Suspension Bridge and over to ~orth Vancouver . vie found Mrs . 
Stevenson's place and she and her son came to the door . She must be 
seventy- three now, but she is more handsome than ever , tall , beautiful 
white hair, beautifully- dressed , a black taff eta govm, and her son Alan 
was simplay lovely . I last saw him forty years ago when hew as four . 
They had us in to their tasteful, flower-filled living room, overlooking 
a beautiful flower garden and grove . i nd what snappy , lively conversation 
we did have . She was alvmys .very bright and still is , just knows everythilf!ij 
and her son is a g ood match -i4'( wits and e~ucation for h~r . H~ is an~ 
English professor, but not at all absent - minded ; he's quick and has a grand 

sense of humor. Presently he began talking a bout badminton . John men
tioned our having stayed at the home of t he B. c. champions a f ew n i ght s 
previously , Rosemarie and Percy McGregor . He was surprised and thought 
that quite a coincidence . He said that he himself was a badminton player . 
His mother then said, · nAlan' s room is full of silver cups which he has · 
won . n Then Alan said , nr presented the Vancouver cups to Percy and Rose, 
I am the manager of the Vancouver badminton club . n So there wa s the 
second coincidence we ' d run into that day , meeting Jim unexpectedly and 
now this . 

~\fter we left there we remembered we hadnt t had any lunch though it 
wa s t hree o' clock in the afterno on . VJ'e ' d been there since one and tho 
she served us iced refreshments and cookies we decided to eat ·when we 
saw a nice North Vancouver cafe withit,he sign, nFish and Chips , 11 so in 
we waat and had some . Then we went to Capilano Canyon~took ~ic~ure~ . 
of ourselves by the I ndian statues , walked a cros~ t_he high swing ~ng or~dge , 
marvelled a t f lowers , greenery and totem poles . lt began .to r ain ag~in 

so we drove our car on to the Ferry and cross ed the Oce~n inle~ bac~ i~to 
vancouver proper . e stopped at the Vancouver Sun to pick up ~~ . Gillis 
but he wasn'~ rea4y• We went home , b~thed~dr~$lldS an% lh~~~ tia tible 
ftor AundthRennt~!k:~J. 0~ f~~~o~a~~ddthe fi~:~ ~nd :~co;d ~rt~rd war: and ~aid . . d 
a e an · . t 1 fa liked him an 
so many interesting thing s in such a fine , gen ee A:~~· Annie . 
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He has a ~$art co~diti~n and so must go to bed every night at nine . They 
hav:3 daylight saving time there , so it was really only eight when he went 
to oed so John and I went down the hill the few blocks to the beach 
Beauti~ul_homes ar~ a~l d?1.rfll th~ slope but at the sandy beach peopl; 
were fishing , and in oathing suits , and everywhere where ~each fir~s 
snd the place smelled of crabs , clams and fish but it was most interesting 

with an ~tmosphere peculiar t.a the coast . The coast is really a wonder 
ful section of the co~ntry . Ve had Rex with us and he nosed around at 
all the new smells . i•len stood about talking about the new Social credit 
party up there and the coming election in the United States . The Canadians 

are certainly interested and informed about :mer i can politics • 

. fter a leisurely breakfast in the nice diningroom Sunday morning we 

left , ~hough\ they begged us t? stay Jbut we had a lot to do and ground to 
cover in the rest of our vacation anu could not stay any place too long . 

'Jhat a· quiet. day Su1:day is in_ Canada4 ! , l e drove and drove thru practically 
a nuge and silent city and all alon{; the seacost road down to the States 
and everything was quiet and dec orous . But when we g ot to the border and 
c~os~ed i~ , everything picked up , more advertising , great rush of traffic , 

picnic s in all the parks and on t he beaches, a c i ff erent world . But I 
still like the quiet and order and dignity of ·-:::anada . 

We reached Pauline's place on the edge of Seattle about . four in t~e 
afterno.on . ( We had a perfectly wonderf.ul 11:1-ncheon ~t the '~ster /?:~on 
Chuckanut Drive j ust before v,Je ., ot to Bellingham. Ate wonderful food 
looking thru a glass side wall at the ocean and .all the ·wonderful San 
Juan lslands . The menu had said , HThese oysters slept in the bay below 

last night . ;r ) 

Dinner and the night with Pauline and her husband , (after dinner we had 
driven to Tom' s and got J ohnnyr s -letter and watched T. V. ) . The next morn-

ing 1,re drove thru do~mtov,m Seattle and to the ?erry and crossed to Bremer
ton. : t Bremerton we bou;ht some grocerfes as T:ve intended camping two 

night s at least . Then north to LoFall Ferry whe_:ee we 1 oatcd across to the 

main ?en insula road . · 1ong the seacost past Fort Ange~us , clear to Neah 

Bay where v.re made camp , put up our tent and sleeping bags as there are 

no cabins or hotel there , though some are being built . · 

After supper we uent to the dock and big trarehouse and wat ched salmon , 
ling cod , red snapper , tons 01 fish , being brought in , unloaded , 
iced and loaded into trucks . Hostlv Indians do the labor. There ·were 
2.ome very nice fish.ing boats , regular little homes . Then we saw the 
Indian show house and John said , n1et ' r go in , n and so ·we did . The place 
reeked of fish and ilindians and ·ras sho-.,dng a wild west show where t hey 
killed off a lot of Ind ians in 1N!ld wstcovcred vmg on days . John said , 
tt I wonder what the Indians think of 'this, 1 but the Indians w ere applauding 

and enjoying it so that was his answer . '.Jhen we came out it was dark and 
cold and Indians swarmed all around us , and the fog dampened our clothes . 

My , how good to snuggle down into 1arm sleeping bags ( 

\Je left Neah Bay next morning , taking movies all along the r;pckbound coast . 

The road was lovely on seacoast and thru ~eep' Tain forests as the~ are 
called , moss hang in~- from trees , and so thick you cannot see the light • 
Flowering vines climb up the trees . Then to La Push on the vrest . oc~an 
where we watched fishing some more . The coast guard rescued a fishing 
boat gone on the rocks while we were there . The L . S. T.' S were going thru 

manodtfvers , very interesting . ~\ e boue;ht a five - :eound salmon ~nd _a~e half 
for suPner and half for br eakf ast and never did 1 taste such aelicious 
firm red fish in my life . Fr i ed it in bacon fat with no flour and it was 

pink and f irm and wonderful just with br ead and butter and coffee . John 
cleaned it and cut it in nice thick slices . He paid a dollar and a half 

for it right when it was being unloaded . 
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WHile I was getting supper John went on one of the Indian boats and was 

talkin to the owner . He said there was a tiny rusty stove in the litt le 

galley and so John asked the Indian, nI suppose when you are out at sea 

fishing you cut off a hunk of salmon and cook it and have a meal," 

The Indian said, nNaw, pork chops . n 

We had our tent in the cedar grove ri~ht near the chalet with the fire 

place where we stayed in 1938 when ,Johnny was with us and I thou?-'ht of 

how we almost got caught in the tid~ viralking the beach after supper rieht 

back of the chalet and Daddy got so nervous we weren't going to make it 

back safely. · 

Well, then <;>n around the deep dark peninsula roads , ;!tall th~ pretty 

lakes and little t~wns , to l~.berdeen and Hoquiam thru rain and sunshine . 

'Je didn't go into Copalis Beach this time . We reached Olympia , drove 

thru town and out the Ea~t Bay Drive to ·rank's little farm about ten 

miles out of town . Frank came out saying, '"·Jell, I didn't expect you for 

a coupibe of da: s and so I was just doing my washin • n So in we ·went and 

he took the lid off his washing machine and said, noh, I guess I must have 

left a sack of bull durham in my pocket'and s~re enough he had . The water 

was nll brown and so were his dish towels and T- shirt s. Shades of bacheloP 

ing! 

John and I had a lot of food ·with us and so I brought it in and got supper 

while Frank rinsed,and hung up his brown- stained wash . Then it ·was Tela

vision . My, I don t know whether I like it or not . One gets to be just 

like a sponge , soaking up TV every night until midnight, not getting enough 

sleep and forgetting how to do a single thing to entertain oneself . 

I sent you post cards telling of our trips to the capitol and the lovely 

daily organ concerts there . Once I requested nRamonAn our courting days 

song and the organist played it more beautifully than I've ever heard it 

with the music soaring up into the great capitol dome and all thru the 

marble halls and the lovely mission bell effect rippling forth from the 

organ . 

After we left Frank's we went to Tacoma , drove out to Foint Defiance Park , 

went thru the aquarium, then drove to the new $18 , 000 , 000 bridge , the old 

one broke up, you know . Back to town where we lunched h i gh on a bluff 

overlooking the ocean , by glassed windovrn - frontage , ·rawf'ord' s Seafood 

House, went th:::u the State Historical Societ Museum, on towar~ Seattle 

pa ssing the perfectly. enormous ba~es , of . Camp ,_ or rather ?ort _Lew~s, Camp 

Murray , a nd cChord Field.·. b Boe ing ' s , into 0eattle, out to faulines f or 

supper and the night . 

Next morning, Sunday , Pauline, her husband and ourselves went to the nor~h 

side of Mt . Rainier, by Mud River Dam, and fhite River and how it did rain, 

but we went up to the Yakima side Lookout anyway , bought souvenirs, and 

had fun a-ny way ...;..,.....,~J~- . · 

Monday , we did Seattle , John and I getting lost several times , too big 

and too busy over there . We looked at our land and now that the water 

i~ on it , how the slope is building up with beautiful hom~s . _The property 

is increasin~ in value and there is talk of a company buying it up for 

a nice resid;ntial section a s has happened in all other desirable sections 

recently . 
Monday night to Tom' s for dinner and the night . There was the letter 

from - lice telling of Joe ' s ne·w · daughter . Good news . Tom' s family lively 

and cute . = 1 
Tuesday night to John's cousin Gordon' s home for dinner • .round ourse ves 

roaring back into city center twice before we reached Gordon' s out across 

the floating bridge at Bellevue , went fifty miles out of our way . One gets 
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on a thorough- fare like Roosevelt Way , Aurora Blvd . or Univer s ity vJay 
and one can't o: et of f{it, no left t urns, traf fic to the right of you, 
traffic to the left . of you , vol leying and thunderingl 

We had a g ood baked ham dinner and a Louisiana dish of jambalaya ln 
Gordon's patio and his garden and patio furniture was a s modern and 
distinctive as that in his h ouse . The desert wa s that new parfa it pie 
made with ice cream, gelat i n, ·and fresh raspberries . He has a nice 
f amily , b oy , g irl , swe et wife . Thru his f ront window he ha s a view 
of the big pink Mt. Rainier when the vis ibil ity is good, looms up as 
b i g as ha l f the earth . 

Though we left Gordon's about n i ne- thirty we didn't get back to ~auline's 
until almost midnight having got l ost twice , ending u p down by the de pots 
once and in "nigger townu the other time . Sp okane is a country town 
bes i des that hurr y - mad, crowded Seattle . 

J s it t urned out Pauline could not dr ive back with us as planned a s s he . 
hcd to work at her Cleaners until the evening of the 'i' ourth . ·;e came back 
thru scenic Stevens Pass , Wed ., drin g over rugged , snow- capped mountains , 
past foaming white waterfa ll s , along rivers , and John was thrilled to 
view at quite close range a b i g griz zl y bear feeding on berr ies in and 
out of the bushes in a canyon . I al ways t h ink of Gene when I view the 
f orest ed mountain sides there at Skykomish . 

At Wenatchee we bought cherr ies and a pricots to munch on . The develop
ment of the Coulee di strict a ston ished us . Now with water on the land 
h ous es and f arm build ing s are rising, gardens , orchards , golden wheat and 
green alfalfa fields meet the eye . But af ter the moist and flowering 
c oast with its dens e vegetation BiP- Bend country seemed stifling and hot . 

We came thru Soap Lake ,cr"Wilbur and reached our grocery store on ~erry at 
t wo minutes of six and bought groceries a nd meat . 

I t was ~ood to get home , turn on l i ghts, and in half an hour the water 
was hot e nough for baths . 

The next day I washed , cleaned up the house and made a cake and hot dish 
to take out to the Thompsen's cruiser fotjt he next day , the Fourth . Pauline 
took the ni ght bus f rom Seattle and John got off a t five a.m. to roeet it 
when i t came i n and s o br ought her home f or a waf fl e br eakfast. lhen the 
three of us went out to r- end Oreille and what a nice day/ we d id have on 
that lovely boat . 1--'auline and the boys got 38 silver trout . That was ? r · . 
day . On Satur day I took lauline to -lunch at the new Ridpath Hotel's 

King Cole room and then we shopped . 

Pauline is Mrs . Sivear' s brother' s ~ Y FrencHlike her mother, 
the litt le Frenc h girl Mrs . Sivear's brother married . -,She's about my age 
and viva cious and dr es sy as can be a nd you should see her house , satin 
bows on everything and f eather s sticking out of bouquets;and ornaments 
everY1tilhere . 

Sunday John came from work a nd the three of us went to ~1orley to John's 
s ister's place to spend the da y on the Coeur d ' Alene beach with most of 
the r elative s t nere . 1-'auline caught s ome perch from a rowboat . I·1onday 
a sister- in-law of hers who lives here in town took us to lunch at the 
Cre scent and we shopped . auline pointed out fussy , frilly, embroidered 
t hin~s to me that I'd ne ver before even noticed, being mor e conservat ive 
in dres s , myself . Everyb ody on the street turns to look a s she goes 
by which sort of embarrass ed John the time s he was along . But m~r how 
v·Je d i d en jo,,r her ! ~he i s a. lot of f un , but r ather exhausting a s all { atin 

peopl es are with t heir demonstrativenes s . 
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Tuesday we took her to I~ianito where she took a roll of colored snaps , 1-.re 
showed her the sights , and took her to the bus in the afternoon . She 
was to reach -'eattle about _mi dn i ght where her husband would meet her , 
he having stayed at home to take care of their bantams , guinea he~s, 
pheasants , gees- e, and ducks which she wishes he'd sell, but which he 
loves so much that he'd rather stay home and take c are of than to e~ o 
travel ing w:ith her . :t'auline had a very _bane.some son, tall, dark , who 
was a flyer . He was killed a year ago l\·iarch and a t times she feels 
pretty 1Jad . Busic or something will cause her to burst out crying and 
we all stop and comfort her as she is :-i rench and really cries . John was 
all vrnrn out when she left, said hew as g lad I 1:rE.. s not as temperamental 
as Faul i ne , though sometimes I t hink I'm pretty emotional myself . 

So _rou see we've been on a merry- go- round . Thanks so much for your two 
b i g letters.t one of ·which I received when we ·were leavin;::-_; / rank's and the 
other when 1- g ot back to Tom's . Your card was here when we arrived . 

Thursda J.Viorning . -'tfter 1)reakfast . John has cone dm·m to the other house 
to fix the front d oor lock a nd to go to the sto1·e to get Crisco so that I 
can make a cherry pie from the fresh cherries v-re picked at Bertha's . 

He came into the house twinkling this morning . He said t ha~ yesterday 
he was inspecting h ose when a mouse jumped out and crawled up his sleeve . 
He ,~a·ve it a slap anc:i knocked 1

' it .for a loop . "Then out oft he hose rolled 
three pink mice . He sa id, nThen I did feel bad , so I ·went e_nd found the 
mama mouse and tried to g ive her artificial res:0iration but she was dead . 
Then I put the bab:r mice in a box together with the deaq mama mouse· and 
sent the dead one and the living baby ones over to the ~avy doctor : JThe 
doctor 1ras much amused , laughed and gave the bab ies some chloroform and 
sent all the dead mice back to John for burial. 

Did I tell you that on the Sunday before we left Bennis andtwo boys drove 
in from Seattle on their way to Blister Rust Camp . Dennis is in the 
army r eserves, commissary dept ., but got excused from drill this summer 
to work in the B. R . He is of course taking R. O. T . C. while he i s in c olle~e 
and vJ"il l ?~raduate before his active service . He and his childhood and only 
sweetheart, Connie ,will be married in September . 

~1 e called on his sister atty when we were in Seattle . Mr . or Dr . Meyer 
is on the staff at Drake u. in Des Moines and his mother works in a 
doctor's lab . there , I may have told you. 

Well b~ e - bye now . The folks are all fine . IT ve talked over the phone 
to q1em several times , thou,fl' h I havenr\.t been out there yet , but will 
have John take me out one of these evenings . Be g ood to yourselves . 
I keep feelin.o; that you' 11 be over r: ometime this summer , later, as 
you always u s ed to d o. Go easy on the f oot and leg , Emmet . 



Jear Montana Ones : 
3unday 1fternoon, July 27, 1952 

HO'w are vou all? I ,;·ms f~lad to r·et the big letter and all the little 
tid-bits of picnics, news of the children, berry- picking and so forth and 
how all of us do hope ::rour knee continues to improve and please, please 
be ca~eful with it, Emmet . I -":,rust the new bab y is still doing well . Both 
bab_r sisters' names are lovely and so is Debb ie's name , sweet . 

I must fly thru this letter because I am even in a bigg'....r hurry than usual . 

First of all I' 11 t ell you that Johnny graduated from his first school and 
qualified for another school in Jacksonville, Florida . That is ·where · his 
verv ,g ood friend Dick 11. llen is and so he and ·we all are hoping he \,Jill 
see Dick there and I a m told he will . They say the higher uu in schools 
you £l'et there are not so many restrictions and everything is not nout of 

ounds" to you which is the case so often othervdse. John y e i'if to 
Flor i a last t·,ee and thou :::ih I had two car s enroute I , ont t have his 
nev.J ac.dress f or a little 1·rhile. The plane had just co1'!le down at Memphis 
·wherir he had lunch . Then they were lookinf for a little lay-off at 
Few(jrleans which he hoped to see , the old F)ench quarter, some southerl) 
homes and so forth. 

Johnny said that much as he appreciated peoplets kind intentions that he 
would rather they would not send him candy or cookies, first because the 
food is wonderful and he has more than he can eat , and second because there 
is no place to kee p anything which is sent to him, so I will pass the little 
1·rnrd on to you to save you· the trouble should you be considerin.r; any such 

thing , ~-l ice, my dear . rl1hanks just the same . .d.lso put a bug in fiordy' s 
and Doris ' s ear . 

Elc:ie dr opped in from playing at Manito for the Miss ouri Picnic and is 
now napring on t he couch as she played last nip:ht at the dovmtovm Canasta 
Club 1:vhj_ch - she d oes every :F'riday and Saturday nights . 

John and I are leaving in the morninE:, to take a 3 - day trip to Lake Chelan , 
e0_1 1 i-distant from Seattle, 180 miles . We will take the boat trip on the 
low}' fin -er of the lake ·which ~)oints deep into the Cascades . The trip 
b "" 1rrater takes all day, round trip, u p to the eno.. a ncl back . Then the - third 
da ,r we will o up thru Oka.no _ an C ountr / to .:--. epublic and dovm aero s the 
Columriia , ferrying below Keller . 

i'Iav":>e we can take a little short trip or t ,;!rn some 3unday sho,, ld you come 
overt his late sum.mer or fall . 

Lie were thinkinv we' d have a neighb or feed and water Rex and let him stay 
here the three ~ays as we can't take him ori the boft since we don't take 
the -car on ake Chelan , just a water trip . I wasn t happy about leaving 
h im, and neither were Rose and Elsie when they heard it. Both had a fit . 
Consequently , Els ie came br now and will take Rexxie Boy home with her to 
the ranch until we ~et back . They are surely wonderful to animals out 
there . 

He was pretty good on the other trip , though we did have to walk him 
early ever? morning and he does c, et the car hairy. However, he doesn't 
lear, i n and out of it any more as he is r ett ing stiff . John lifted him 
in and out , fed him, bedded him doun.,, petted him--all f or Johnny who ~ave 
us strict orders to be g ood to that Yo och . I had to laugh when you spoke 
of ho•r he usednt o sit and slobber~' in anticipation as he rode . dell, 
he drooled into his own b ox as we had him sit in it in the back seat and 
in this new car the breech is too far betw._ en back seat and front for him to 
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span the distance and lean on John' s chair back . -- I just put his bed and 

canned food in .r.ilsie ' s car an6. off they drove , Hex looking back at me 

until I disappeared in the house , want ing me to come, too . 

I h~ve to g ive the u tility room floor anothe coat of tile-red paint to -

11i~~ht . John has the room pc,.in':ed a · clean grey-blue no,,r . Satu:rdo. r he 

c t~arted -.~orking on the patio in front . 

Jiy , we 've been bus.r since coming home . .1.·auline 1·ras here several days . 

Then ·when she'd gone I re-upholstered my co1: swell chair in beige ta"')estr,r 

Kith rose and gold fl owers, quite a li~ht piece of ~ oods and it do~s J 

like quite professional , if I do say so.., myself . I bought a round upholster 

ing needle and it ce rtainly helped at the curves . 

I cut out a trhite f a.ille jacket , hut ha vent had time to sew it. I canned · 

an apple b ox of apricots , jam and sauce . ",Je ·went to the 7alley and. ricked 
1

) u_ht a crate of r aspberries which I canned and jammed w ~,ie g?,thc~ed 

in our bif cro1 of apples at the other house 1 or e i :orts wife , ~~re. , 

and ourselves . I canned twenty-two pint s of ap le sauce . She did som~. a 1d 

the rest is in the basement there f or future use f or pies and such . 

John drove stakes into the ground and tied up the heavy- bloomin~ long

.:)ta lked flowers the r.·e . He fixed the fron+- door lock . One dav I washed 

Karc?T s bathroom, ceiling, v-ralls , woodirnrk .vashed and 1.Jaxed the floor, 

then another day John washed the kitche .. anal the walls and woodwork . 

She keeps the yard up §.2. beaut ifull..,r, wotkin · out in it in her brief, cute 

white shorts that we thought we ' d helP her out so everything vJ"ill be nice 

when the 1.J.ajor returns from Maryland . 

Last Sundav r.•,re drove to Springdale and spent it with Hooperr the sheep 

people. .Je had a lovely ' inner and such a g ood time with tliem . .}·e ·went 

~o a ver:" fine rodeo one night a t the new Ifemorial Stadium, one that the 

i'.:>hriners put on, the best I ever saw, talent from all over, and a lot 

from Bozeman . I thought of Doris having been rodeo Jueen once . 

:,-e saw the movie , nThe Elephant Hunters· ' , said t o be as good as t:iting 

Solomon's Mines , though ~e didn't think so , although it ~as g ood. So 

,rou can seeJthe grass doesn't p;row under our feet . Horard 0 .1_nderson 

vho is a close fire man friend of John's., died and.\YTe ·went to his funeral . 

I ·wrote of g oing to his daughter rs shOi·rer and 1,-reddinp; earlier this year . 

Here ' s a snar oi' 1 : ex and Johnny taken the night J ohni1y left his beloved 

dog . ~Jhat a t ender e:~pression Johnny wears for the dogl I lovA this 

picture of Rex , his bri.e:-ht e_res , cute black n ose and mouth and little 

t on2;ue shmri:ng . 
1:ow I must ·write to Johnny and T" .. hen he sends me his address ··.Jl':.i --h ·Hill 

n:ost likely be here i n a letter vraiting f or me ·when 1:re return ednesda 

n i ~ht I will have a letter reauy to g o and take it down to the P . O. and 

mail it air mail , as :7 haven 't been a ble to 1,1rite him for a11~ost ttro weeks 

~ ow since he ha s been getting ready to go , leaving and arriving in the 

new place . 

The folks are all fine . Rose i s still ha~ting the Sp ford house done and. 

r apa and Ernie ".-ork on the place . '\ 

I inclose -·unt Hinnie' s letter . I just answered it. You need not 

return it . .nren ' t those Kissane children the smartest ones, though , 

John beinP; .:. i rs t in a graduating Medic a.- Class and fr om such a. ·1:-onder:ul 
colle-e as Geo:-ge · .. ~ashinvton of St . Louis! And Jimrhy bein°~ the ~·· 
number one student a t that scholastically- fine colle,..e a"c ·:~ri nell ! 

Our uearest love to you all and be good to yourselves . Loving;ly , ~ . 




