
ie4nesday, March 13, 1940 

Well, dear Montana Folks, 

Surely wer e glad to get your letter, Emmet, and do you know 

the date we have set t st.art- t s May _ li, that is exactly two 

months from this morning1 .Johnny Boy has the days all marked 

off on the calendar, already. We moved the date up so that 

we can attend the graduation at the school. We remember how 

much pleasure we got last time from the school entertainment 

and Mack had to be a f lower girl. We expect to arrive the after

noon or evening of the fourteenth. Will try to reach Helena 

to stay there over night., 

The fishing trip surely sounded good to John and he will 

bring all his fishing tackle and Johnny will see that the twenty-two 

special goes along for prairie dogs. We appreciate your ofier 

-t.o ave Johnny stay w-i. th you and especi ally sil3.ee school is 

out and Joe will be there for company for him, but af t er. 

I thought that was all settled Big John began crawfishing around 

to me saying, "It would be kind of nice to have the little devil 

go all the way with us,though. I'd like to have him along." 

.And of course I'd miss .him, too, so we shall also see about that 

when the time comes, just what we'll do.t It's all going to be 

lots of fun and we are looking forward to it •. We are hiking al

ready,getting in trim. I walked down town the other way all the 

way, about three and a half miles in forty-five minutes, a good 

steady clip. It's a little harder on pavement, too, than on 

country ground.· 

I was getting lunch the other d.ay and standing at my sink.1 

I .looked out my window . and who should I see but Rose come flying 

down the street, blooming and buxom, on Elsie's wheel, she was 



2. 

dressed in red turtle neck sweater, an d ti ght blue overalls. -

She'd wheeled all the way in town, she had lunch here, then 

rode to Florence's over by Manito, visited awhile, then rode 

back home. She said she was having one las t f ling before spring 

:planting. 

I haven't got around to sending Mack hi _s cookies, yet, 

but I must do it one of these days. I don't know when I've 

had a busier winter, I have a dreadful time trying to keep up 

on my reading, ther e are so many things to do all the time a t 

once. 

John's sister will have been married t wenty-five yeurs 

Marah 17, St. Patrick's Day. We are all going out t o her mother

in-law ' s who lives on an adjoining ranch. t Bertha's family doesn't 

know we are all coming. 1i;: !.They .have been invi te a. a t the mother's

there f or dinner and so when they arrive ther e we shall all be 

ther e with presents, and cake, etc. Elsie is driving out Sat. 

ahea d to play at a dance at Worley Sat. Night. Bertha's two 

boys and a daughter have the orchestra and they asked Elsie 

to play, too, this time. 

Bertha's house has just r ecently been wired for electricity 

and since she has no iron we are taking her an electric one 

with automa tic control and so f orthJ 

Did you, Alice, have to dress your little boys till they 

wer e half-grown? Johnny can do it nicely if he ha ~ to, but 

every morning he weedles me into it. An d since I want to get 

h i m to school on time as smoothly and calmly as pos sible I 

succumb to his co axing. He said this morning, up1ease dress 

me, don't you want to be kin~, and b esi des, it's women's work 

to dress little boysl" --- ell, how i s everyone, over there? 
We can 

iardly wait to see. See how we stagger! Love to all, 
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Monday noon, May 6, 1940 

My dearest .Alice, 

So happy to get your recent letter. I have an idea when it 

warms up it won't take long for the snow patches to disappear and 

the buds to spring out. Everything ha s been blossoming and bloom

ing here for quite a while. The orchard trees across the street 

are all pink and white and we must have a hundred tulips in bloom 
beside all of John's rock garden flowers. I have a bouquet of 
lilacs on the table now. However, it has surely b~en wet this 
spring. I think I can count on one hand the nwnber of su11riy days 

we've had, just ~ain , rain, rain, hardly a Monday we could wash 

or hang things on the line for housecleaning. The wenther bur

eau scLys the heaviest rain in 47 years . But rain or shine my 
two -men must picnic and I've picniced and picniced with the rain 

running off the end of my nose on to my sandwich., It makes me 
think of Seattle. But .that's why everything is so green and 
all in bloom, I guess, g_ui te · early this year.1 

We are taking a couple of our good camp be ds with us and the 

umbrella tent. It was so much fun sleeping that way in the South

west last year that we thought we might try in on this trip, but 

eat most of our meals in cafes, breaJcfasts and dinners, but lunch 

with us noons., So I hope it will be warm enough. Cl)f course we' 11 

have heavy clothes· and blankets with us so we ought to be 0 1 K1• 

But ther,al 1urpose of this letter, Alice, my dear, i~ ~o 

t ell you not to try to do too much in readiness for our coming. 

You are busy with your little chickens and other things, and 
so we all should 1 .orry if you haven't got your housecleaning 
~n.9,. I r m@mber .. last fall when you were here I was swamped 

with canning and going to the dentist and had a touch of rheumatism 

and was about all in. Therefore I've tried not to do more than 
I can this spring. I finally have my housecleaning done, though 

John and Frank helped with woodwork washing , waxing floors, etc. 

But I don't seem able to wash and iron and brew and bake and 
clean all on one day any more. Maybe the old grey mare aint what 
she used to bel Ehl 1 What? So don't clean and bake. e can even 

sleep on our camp beds and drink fruit juices out of a tin can, 

(we're bringing some with us)if we can save you a few steps. So 

don't worry if we can't eat off the floo~! 

I can hardly believe dearest ones that we shall be on the 
road past Missoula this time next Monday coming over to visit 
you good folks-., Isn't it just too swell!1 

John says we'll skip Minot and go thru Glendive angling over 

to Aberdeen and save some time and mileage.1 We should reach your 

place the afternoon or evening of. the 14th. We shall try calling 

you up from Big Sandywhen we arrive. Pearl and your daddy are 

probably staying at the ranch but we'll go by the town house just 

in case they happen to be in. 

. [o you better get readY, Nempo if you can.i My two Johns have 

~f ect}·: Jc{f \~ t ttl e tJ o1hn _go e s
1
'di~o Ab er de en, al so , so that' s settled. 

. c~ es eau so ers for Tommy and a book must get 
something for Catherine and Arry Ann before we star~ 'Love by 
the bushels till we see you all, then some more.i •/ //~-~ 

s-/~-' 



Thurs day, J une 2?, 1940 

My dear Folks, 

How's everybo dy . Re c'd yuur lovely long let t er and as al

way s was gla~ to have the news . Also I ha d the loveliest letter 

from Pearl, and I think she was very pleased over he r birthday 

party. It was a very nice thing f or you and ]lorence to do. 

How is Kade? I wrote her after I I d reached home to thank 

·her fo r the hand.l e so l f elt guilty a ,Jout not seeing her again .. 

She is good -hearted and means well an d is always so very friend

ly to us that I wo lildn't hurt her fee lings f or the world. Iritis 

can be quite serious, but I hope she is getting along all right. 

What did she do with her youngsters while away? 

I thought your daddy might like to read Dorothy T.'s article 

in case he hasn't already in some other publication. He likes 

her views so much. The picture of the storm John sen .s along , 

the side about Paw sleeping under the tree. He ~~3s it r eminds 

him of the night Emme t came to his rescue when he was holding 

the tent down like a water-swept mariner while the wind blew 

a gale and the rain f ell. So a thief stole the front door to 

your frat house, Mack, also I saw a picture in our paper of a 

group of the R.O.T.C. from Bozeman who are stationed at F rt 

Wright f or a srunmer session in soldiering, I believe one of the 

names was Lee. 

· Johnny told me the other day he'd been inc ud.ing in his 

prayers at night the request that God make it possible for him 

to go to M. E.; Quinn's ranch at Big Sandy in the fire truck to 

see good old Joe. I asked , "Why a fire truck?" And Johnny said, . 

"So I'd get there faster, without spending hours on the road." 

And he and Margaret W. have been :playing they were driving 

over there., Margaret is always the driver while Johnny stands 

up in the maJce- elive car and shoots buffalo, Indians, and an 
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I heard him shout to her, "Now when you see a mail box with M. E. 

Quinn on it turn u:p the hill, and ther e'll be the place.n 

When I was rea ding the ~aper this mornine I heard him yell 

at me, "Mama, come qui ck, something' s after me. n I ran out and 

he was as white as a sheet, 'fThere, in the mint bushes, I saw it 

w 
wiggl e., I thre my Beebe gun at him. Maybe it's something escaped 

~.J--~p,d4 from the~" / l~r "-"'r,,_..-1./.., 

I " ~~,t/1,.-,-AJ) 

A new f'amily moved i n , the new white house with the red 

over on the corner this spring. They have two cute little girls. 

The oldest, Sally Sue, Johnny thinks is very nice. He told me 

that she a sked him if he did.n'tthink she wa s the prettie s t gir~ 

in the world. "What did you tell her;"I a sked. "Well, I said, 

'Sally Sue, I haven't seen all the girls in the world, so I 

can't truthfully say, but I think you must be~ of the prettiest, 

and if you want to ,you can be~ girl. J. You see, mama, if I told 

her she was the very prettiest, she'd Quit me, and I can't have 

that ha:p:pen." Dear me, I'm afraid he's going to be a' devil with 

the ladies'like John's brother Frank.1 Mrs. Valker says Margaret 

:pouts around and says she doesn't like Sally Sue, and she won't 

throw the ball for Sally to catch and she whacked Johnny across 

his sunburned back with the ba seball bat for being'too nice to 

Sally Sue.' 

The movies of the rattle snake you brought in Nero are very 

good. Everybody just gasps when they see it coiling • .And the 

pictur es of Johnny riding the Shetland are so cute. The wild 

cowboys look like real western movies heroes riding their horses 

so !erociously down by Eagle Greek. And those that were taken 
t./ 

the dazy---the three boys went to Big Rock show the steep climbing, 

and even in the pictures everyone can see Joe's good care of 

Johnny, helping him down the s .J._e,ep ledges and crevices. 



Aletter just came from Florence Ma~.xvvell. I do wish that 

Frank felt he could stay a f ew days longer so tnat they could 

run a.own and see us. I'd love ta :. squeeze all three of those 

loveable kiddies again. We coul.d. take them to Nat and all have 

the best time. Sometimes a person can really do more things than 

be. ·- thinks he can , stay away a little longer, I mean. I was 

looking at our map of our trip and saw that we couldn't have 

been much more than ahundred miles from Butte Neb. when we were 

at one point in s. Dak. and I thought we should have driven down 

and looked up your birth place, Nern, while we were that close. 

I'll bet you'd have liked that, too~ 

Last night we had the Gormley' s ove · f'mr. .:1.a steak dinner and 

fresh cherry pie for dessert . He's on the Dept. and they just 

~~ ~==--:;.-_ got back from Violet's sister's big ranch over in the Bitter roots 

Their vacation started just before our' s ended. , She had the pret

tiest pictures of places there. Also they have a ranch of thi eir 

own there that she inherited from her parents, and a set o! cute 

cabins with fireplaces in them built for fishermen and hunters 

by the Skalkaho Falls.· They have it all rented out ·and when 

they retire in about four or five years they will spend their 

summers there, anyway. They say it gets forty and fifty below 

there in the winter. But it surely is a beautirul looking coun

try. They are a lovely couple and we are very fond of them, Vio

let and Vern. They have a daughter going to B.Co. lege and three 

years ago their little son aged eight, then died. She watched -
Johnny all the time so longingly and I could see how she ~isses 

her boy, but she is very brave about it. When we go to their 

home she lets Johnny draw on his blackboard and then she leaves 

the pictures the_erntil some other child comes and erases 

It comforts her to have childish pictures on the board • . 



Irene and Howard are .leaving for New York and other points 

east July 1st, so we are having them over. for dinner to-morrow 

night. We eat most of our evening meals in the back yard, and 

it's so cosy with a bright fire:;Gi~e-·burning in the rock fire-

place out there, it's always a little cool evenings, flower s 

all around us and the taole and bench there that John made for 

the backyard. , . our gay l awn chairs set out, and the table laid 

with a gay cloth and the colored pottery. I love the summer-

time. That's what I like about the California coast. It's 

always beautiful summer time tu the south there~ 

John picked our red currants and I have been making jelly, 

also I ga,ound up pie cherries and made a lot of the best jam, 

all jelly-like. It's John's favorite·., 

The Hagens ate with u-s las.t a.t nite · Clara tells m-e Grace 

is happy in Minneapolis and is thinking of taking a course in 

designing and dressma~ing at the University there. I don't 

know whether I told you or not but she is a regular artist 

· when it comes to that and has made ciui te a bit of' woney sewing 

for pe.ople. She has already taken different courses in it 

and her instructors always told her she was a genius at it and 

if she wanted to open a speciality shop of any kind they'd give 

her all the support they could. Jay is apparently doing quite 

well again, working in the Table Supply in Colfax. He likes it 

and Clara felt that if he did well again and leaves drink alone 

:they might get together again some time.1 Too bad everybody .can• t 

be happy. Clara's younger brother Ralph is to be married, Sund.ai 
,,, ' •Ar, --~~~ 

/ 

His little gir is so cute, very tiny. Jo,_hn thinks Ralph will 
/\. 

have to keep her in his vest pocket or he'll lose her. Weigrfs 

about ninety pounds, brown eyes, black hair. Well, love galore 
to Alice, Nern, ~ack and Joe from the two Jay's and the A. 

Regards to Allred. 





July 24. Westbrooks were he~~,y are in their early 

sixties, very friendly and entertaining. You remember them 

don't you, Emmet:- They were on our old place from 1906 to 

1908~ I stayed out there with them for awhile and certainly 
did enjoy them when 1 was little. Mrs •. W. was always playing 
the piano for me. She still plays. A few nights after they 

were here we drove out home and they were visiting out there, . 
so she played the pi~o and Elsie, her squeeze-box as she calls 

it. Papa and w •. sat on the steps and talked of e..ld times. Mrs., 

W. said she'd played in an orchestra of eight ~ieces at c0Tt111try 

dances for years around Calgary. He farmed at Foremost, retired 

in 1937, moved into Calgary and he says his home is one of the 
show places of that city nowo He owns seven houses in Calgary 

and a garage in an adjoining town and made a small fortune in
vesting in oil in the fie l fl.s i n e a . He has an income of 
two hundred a month clea ~ They take a · 'big ten-thousand-mile 
trip every few years, and have been all over the U.S., Mexico, 

and Canada. They invited us up to visit them some time •. I t 
was a lot of Iun seeing them again. They stopped at E itch's 

o~ their way down.1 I think they said he is postmaster at 
Simpson, Montana. Tom Westbrook told Papa that Fitch had invest-

on~ hundred thousand dollars in oil, mortgaged everlthing he 
had and lo st it all. So that's why he has nothing in spite of 

his years of conniving and scheming. He's quite a pathetic 

old figure now. 



• 
Elsie and Frank, Florence and Ollie, and John's cousins 

Nina and Clarence;all spent tL~ir vacations in Banff this srun
mer, all went separately, but they were all loud in their praise 
of the place and all said the C.P.R. 1 Hotel there was the grandest 
any of them had ever seen anywhere, a regular palace of about 
seven hundred rooms away up in those mountains and the grandeur 
of it and beauty of furnishings surprised them allc~ 

The folks including Ernie, Tom and Ella were at Boswell for 
several days and the boys surely did catch the most wonderful 
fish and loved it there. They haven't said anything to me 
about going to Montana. I guess they are like Franlc Maxwell, 

find it impossible to stay away from their place for more than 
a few days at a time. I can't understand why Papa thinks he 
has to dig like he does. He could get along very nicely without 
working. But it must be because he's always gone at such a 
pace that he can't let up. The strawberries are beginning again 
now, and pretty soon it will be tomatoes. 

John has been very busy fire-fighting this summer, had more 
fires than usual. I was amused at his telling about the neighbor
hood kids by the station all playing around the engines. They 
even got under the trucks and lay on their bellies, playing Indian, 
They'd come whooping and sliding out from under and John said 
if there's been a call and they'd had to dash to a fire in a 
hurry they'd have run over a dozen kids, so John was in charge 
and had to make them all get out much to their sorrowo 

Johnny is · still heavy on the pop. Jolm made him a big 
batch of Root Beer, and it seemed to me my ice box door was bei~ 
continually opened, Johnny :putting bottle in to cool and ·a~ring 
those out already cold. 1 The supply lasted no time, and JohnJ.i.,; .!.s 
allowance lasts no time, it's spent for pop at once, so John 
says if he doesn't quit he will fizz off one of these days and 
there'll be a few bubbles lying on the floor, the end of Johnny. 

I'm forwarding Aunt Minnie's letter so you can read the 
nice things she says about you, Nem. We were surely glad you 
came with us and it pleased John to have you like gathering 
rocks so well and going snail and fossil-hunting up the river 
with him. 

I'll bet Fred was glad to have Walter visit him. He must 
be .a very successful dentist and th ir trip certainly sounded 
interesting to me~ 

Note the stamp on the envelope. Joe will probably like it 
f or his collect-ion.. John's been reading a lot of books on 
collecting and there is certainly a great deal to it. His 
collections ha been growing to beat the · band. 

We are having an International Convention here the first 
week in Augusto It is a Chief's Convention and all of the 
Spokane firemen and their wives are hosts and hostesses. There 
is to be a ball at Davenport's also two banquets there, and 
a bridge luncheon for the women. The committee women for the 
latter bought the gifts for the bridge party the other day and 
paid sixty-five dollars for · them, so the prizes are lovely and 
they have a lot of them. Love to all of you and write when yon 
can. Johnny still worships j·oe from afar. Alberta., 



August 26, 1940 

Dear Montana Folks, 

Well, how are you all and are 
heard for about six weeks .or more. 
Florence which I enjoyed very much 
three dear kiddies . Every time we 
movies we are overcome afresh with 

you still all on deck? I haven't 
Had a very nice letter from little 

and which made me long to see those 
see them eating those bananaa in our 
their charm s. 

Inclose ind clippings, a snap taken on the edge of our rock-gdged 
pool and pansy bed, a handkerchief I think m~st be your nd which! 
found in my laundry bag upon my arrival home.1 

Do you recall having met Mr . Goudge? Well, at least you know 
Mrs . Goudge---her husband died suddenly this weekend of a blood clot 
on his brain. Also came a letter f'rom Jenny Fitch saying Mr. Fitch 
had did Augrrs~ 14, and was buried August 17, aged 98---another old 
Timer gone. We get pushed closer to the front all the time, with 
the old gua~d disa~pearing one by one. Papa· was ~uite affected by 
Fitch's passing, stirred a lot of early day memories in his mind, I'm 
sure. 

' How is everything with all of you folks, the harvesting, your 
very good ·health, Mack's plans for returning to college, Joe's high 
aims and hopes and so forth and so on~1 Is Alfred with you7 We see 
him mounting the tractor and ri ding away in our movies . The ontana 
and spring vacation pictures are all very good and we re-live the 
trip. We are hoping at least some of you will be over this fall at 
1·rui t time and can view them and see how well you all look.1 Especially 
Joe on the trombone, John wishes for sound effect every time he sees 
Joe playing, it's very fine and natural o,f him. T:P.e radio band concert 
:played one of his practice :pie ce the other day and made me ~uite lone
some to see him. 

Saturday ey~ning we drove to Irene and H9ward's , ~ut our car in 
their garage . ~hey returned rrom ~heir cieaning plan~, hooked on to 
their motor boat on the trailer and off the four of us started for 
Copeland about 7 p.m. We had left Johnny to spend the weekend with 
a little I'riend o:f his as he didn't care to go with us. Ve reached 
il:fred's ranch about eleven. He has had the Andrew home made into 

a very loiLelY, CQ --1e:tely modern ~ome, five beautiful bedrooms. Three 
or them upstairs and we slept so well with the cold mountain air 
coming in thru the casement windows up there. He has a very nice 
housekeeper an older woman, r~. Ellenson, who is such a good cook 
and very loving and kind to his two beautiful curly-haire d children. 
John was delighted after going to bed to hear coyotes howling and 
I think he slept with his head out the window by the bedside all 
night. 

The next morning the boys put their launch on the river and we 
had the grandest ri de up and down the Kootenay, although it made me 
very sad to ride .J y your old place and see it in such utter ruin. 
Farther up the river along by the place where we took the lunch to the 
boys that day long ago, near where Miss Carrol was, we saw a bear . come 
down and get a drink , swim in the river and then began to frisk on a 
log. Suddenly he saw us bearing down on him in our motor boat , John 
photographing him all the while , and myl how he jumped and ran u:p the 
bank into the bushes . Also we saw pheasants, ducks, and cranes. We 
then went back to dil'.U,leri passed the ol d weather-beaten Delbo~ :place, 
and Donohoe' so But ;:irsv when we got out ot the boat at the .Berry 

a1ter our morning boatride we go t into Ho ward's car and drove to the 
McAnelly :place. The first floor is all that's lef t sta~~n~ ~l)h only 
one wall up and the divisions of the rooms marked by two-b~ , also the 
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staircase. The floor is al l covere d with sha tier e d ~la~ter1 I ~ene L 

and I walked from one room to another , saying , ' here's the s11u ccy- , here.::; 
the f ront room, here sat Alice's piano.' ' I wished I cou1d have tu1~ned 
the years back for a little while an d found you all there and the houre 
all lovely and homey a s it once was , as I stood there and looked around. 
All that was left of the bathroom was the toilet and John seeing I 
felt bad tried to ma ·e me laugh by saying to Howard , "era's a good 
toilet I'll sell you cheap for your motor bo a t.n The yard was all clay 
and dried tumble weed , with a dike running nea r wher e the f ront porch 
used to be acro ss the front yard. In fact , the whole Valley is much _ 
dryer , and very dusty since they've drained it and all the trees along 
t he ri ver bank n ear your pl a ce have been cut do wn but the river is 
still pretty farther along . Ho wever , they all s ay$hey are getting 
fi!'ty- f i ve to s 0venty bu sh el s o·f whea t to t he a cr e the r e this sUliimer . 
I thoubht it t oo bad ho·w short-lived so bi g a hou s e wa s . After all 
it was not occupie d. man ~ ye r s efore it was destroyed an all the 
buildings are gone , too 1 

1u t one b~-"rn and the roo-.i ha s fallen in there. 
I'm glad I can ~emb er i + j_ n ~very detail an~r\f:-\ y , arni thou,_)1 it ' s 
chan.-=>e,.1_ fo:"e v e:.." i t '1-:ii ll l i ves on in my memory . It did have an a tmosphere 
though I kno w some of the Glor~· \ri th .hi ch I vier i t was due to t he 
romanti c outlook of my si~teen-year-old mind. 

rfe drove t o the im d.r eu ~Iill pl a ce where Jimmy , his wife and t wo little 
girls live and they like it there so mu ch. They lived in upokane for 
ciui te a while . The old. Chisholm home i s vacant . You knew I sup o se 
tha t old Dan ha d ma r ri ed again an d ha s a thirt een-year old boy . The 
old man had a s troke not long ago and is in a ~bad. \·iay. 

After we ha d dinner , 1 ·1 Jimmy ; =md his famil~ came over, and part of 
us went by bo a t and t he o t her hal f crossed t he f erry in t he car and 
all of us met a t the Ralph Ker r place . They say t he Kerr' s inherited 
some money and they have built a beauti f ul house do wn n ea rer the river 
but in the mo s t beautiful s etting with a nice ce dar grove behind it 
in which t hey have a hammock, fount ains , f lo wer s , benches and every
thing very beautiful . They have their ovm electric l ant and their 
house i s even he a ted by electricity. It wa'so lovely and coo l and clean 
therdwith a beautiful big sleeping :porch o Jening on the cedar grove . 
A bi g fl a t l awn surrounds the house and they ' d ha d their dinner out side . 
Tl-le .Bonn~r' · .chonl · c· ... cal , wi f e and child wer e ,J)i_ere 
for the week- end. rs. Kerr was so glad to have word ~you all 1 
and said , "Isn't it a shame the McAnelly place has f allen into ruin, 
and Mrs . McAnelly had planned tha t house and was so prou d of it?" 
She asked how :Pearly-Girlie was , said your mother al way s called Pearl 
that. She said she 'd :n"ever f orget how swee t and kin Alice \vas and 
ho w she liked to have you vi sit her. It was twenty-three or twenty-fQur 
years since I wa s ther e wi t h you Alice , but ever ything began to come 

a ck, the picture of her aS a nur s e, all her crocheting, and qua~nt old
fashioned things . She has a silver coffee service f rom Norway , spoons 
and all1 over ah n dred years old, vases, and tha t wonderful floor clodc 
Mr . Kerr made. I told .her about your nice sons, and she was happy to 
hear about them. She sho we d me a picture of her nice-looking boy 
and said he had a year .an d. a half of University and is ho ping to go ba ck . 
She told how badl she'd ·wanted a big 1·amily an d had ruined her heal th 
for years trying to raise more than one child.· Said she wants desperate
ly now to a dopt t wo little gi rls , but they live too far from a school . 
She looked very nice and i s quite well, now. ve walked up the anyon 

and looked at the ruins of the old lo g house where the,.-y used to live . 
But oh, the new house is just beauti ful , all 1·rame an€( has a ed roof, 

nice porches, beautiful windows . 
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I told her I'd give you her greetings and tell you what a lovely _place 
.she had. However, Irene and I thought how lonely she must be there in 
the winter. 

I walked down to the river by way of an old slough and rode back 
in the motor boat with John and Howard and the others drove back by 
car and crossed the Ferry •4 Then we went to .Andrew's for supper. Ire!Be 
put the children to bed and tucked them in. :Myl how they do love her. 
I admired her all day the wa she hand.led them., She gives them all 
the mothering~~ whenever she's with them. ' She let the little 
girl fuss with(~rene's hair for an hour. Peggy was having such a good 
time combing out her pretty aunt's curls. Peggy is five now and George 
four and even though they have lost their mother every one is grand to 
them and they are certainly sweet little kiddies. ilfred just lives 
for them ~nd is so gentle and good to them. Peggy just knows where 

~~-- everyt~·ng ~ and hel· s so much. She asked ilfred iI we eeu 't 
have dinner out of the pretty glass dishes because it was unday and 
there was company so he climbed up and got the dishes from the ¥}gh 
buil;~cins. He washed them, and I wiped them and Peggy and I se 1tlie 
table with them. There is so much peace and harmony there, but I felt 
all day how sad Bernice couldn't be living,enjoying those exquisite 
children, Wilfred, and that lovely new home . I cotld feel her absence 
all the time I was there. All those dishes and glassware I remember 
her so proudly showing me before she was married at a shower we all 
gave her. Then there was her cedar chest of beauti ul linens, most of 
them having been embroidered by her. They are saving it all for Feggy 
so she will have her mother's handwork vvhen shesgrown up. Everyone 
seems to depend on Irene and she goes around so sweet, smiling,and 
efficient in her dear little way helping them all out, advising,and 
all of them worshiping, her needing her, depending on her.: 

We left the Valley about t wenty minutes o.f nine and got back to 
Spokane at tvventy minutes -before mid.Jl!nght . Irene and I slept in the 
·back seat while John and Howard took turns driving •. I really feel quite 
tired to-day. I should take Johnny Boy down town and buy him some school 
shoes and longies but I'll have to do that another day. 

We had an International Fire Chief' s' Convention here the first ; 
week in Au ~ust. Spokane is the smallest city that has ever been priv~
l~ged o have i , · ut the Chief worked oath and nail for it . It ro1~ht 
over ten thousand dollars to Spokane. ~11 the Spokane firemen and their 
wives were the hosts and hostesses and our parties were all at the 
Davenport Hotel •. It was on for four days. Johnny spent that week at 
Grandpa Quinn's and all I did was to go to parties, come home take 
baths, sleep, dress and _go again. Monday wa s a dance, Tuesday was 
a beautiful luncheon, organ concert, and bridge party for all the 
ladies. We were all handed a corsage of roses as we entered, and 
given a lovely chicken luncheon. The prizes cost one hundred twenty
five dollars, and were lace table cloths, pocket books, traveJ_ing cases 
and such things . Then Wednesday twenty-three enormous buses took the 
the seven hundred visiting chiefs and their wives to Coulee Damn. 
We left the D~venport at eight-thirty a.m. John and I were host and 
hostess on one of the buses . At the Dam everyone had a lovely turkey 
dinner. The trip cost 1739 dollars. Then we got back to town at 
seven p.m. and had to rush home, rest, 1n_athe, and .dress and go to the 
formal ball at the Marie Antoinette Room. The next night was the 

formal ban~uet and we ate from seven until ten, seven courses, the 
loveliest food, two dollars a plate, and the loveliest music played 
for all the different states, the appropriate songs, and "Sidewalks 
of New Yorkn for the New Yorkers. There were Ind.ian Chiefs present 
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in all their regalia for the benefit of the Easterners , Indian girls 

handed out cigarettes, chiclets , candy, gum; cigarette lighters and 

eversharp pencils were at every plate as favors , and little Indian 

tep~e incense burners. The ice cream was molded in the shapes of 

roses, lilies, and all sorts of things. The little cakes were 

frosted with a fire chief's head on them, all in all I never saw 

such grand entertaining in my life • .And of·course there were cock

tails all the time in the cocktail room, but I don't indulge so that 

part didn't impress me. However, there were lovely people here, 

and of a very high class, and. I didn't see anything but what was 

entirely proper. John and I just followed the southerners around to 

listen to their accent. They are such smooth, soft-spoken peopl e 

and so very charming. We met some people by the name of illers 

from Florida and were with them a great deal . 1 They have invited us 

to park o-u:r. tr"B;f e in thm: ba<rk ya d when we r e ire ~o we 

made friends with people from Louisiana and California. I don't 

belie I ever; had such~ busy summer. So many people have visited 

f' rom\. out o! town and I've had them for dinner . I also had a neighbor -

hood supper in my back yard one evening last week. Everyone brought 

something, but tu~~ished the main hot Qish for seventeen peo ple 

and made seve 1
apple pies on which we served ice creaip.. 

ell, you probably won 't be able to read all this letter in one 

setting, but I thought you might like to hear of the Bonner trip. 

Also, I meant to say that Chief Miller from ]lorida is a fine singer 

and his people were all theatrical people. He, himself, was trained 

to sing by Al Jolson. Two school teacher, pretty young girls , both 

fine pianists were traveling with the illers and I enjoyed comparing 

teaching notes, education, and methous with those in their part of 

the country. I must take a nap. Write one of these Qays . 

Bless you all and good luck to every one of you. 

Lovingly, alberta. 

nu~nri~~e~ntMtd~~(f~~fi~~iuth~tYt:t ¥Hi ~~meJht~!0 Ro]~ikng~5~u~gft~1 to 

dinner one evening. She said they had a lovely time. His wife was out 

or town and he wa s lonely. 
lice, what was the name OI tne oma11 who h~d the t,o little boys 

who lived up in the hills no w, you remember the cold pancake eFisode at 

her house? 
When Mrs. Ke ~r asked how you all were in ontana I told her that 

I was sur e you'd all been verJ happy over there, in fact that you really 

li~ed it better and . were all more content and nad better health than 

when you lived at Copeland. I told her you'd all made friends and had 

been quite satisfied with the country there, and she was glad that all 

was well with you all.i 

Emmet, I've been ranting to ask you this ~uestion f or some time, 

and really meant to when I talked with you, but it alway..s slipped my 

mind. John and I are making out wills for the first time since we've 

had Johnny and the questian of his guardianship has come up just in 

case anything should happen to us both. John and I both are thoroughly 

a~reed th~t we'd like to have you first of all in such an exigency for 

his guardian. We know you and Alice would be kind to him and we could 

trust him to you. There would be ,I feel confident,enough money from 

the sale of our :property, insurance, etc. to take care of him and see 

him thru college. So if you are willing we shall name you as guardian 

when we fill out the forms. 
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Another case of · tile paraly- , 

sis, Gloria McGregor, , daughter of l 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert McGregor, 
W3218 Alice, was reported yester
day. The little girl was taken ill 
early this week. 

Dearest Alice, 

Sunday, Oct. 13, 1940 
Alice's birthday . 

Well, I exp ect you Montana folks are all to gether in one house 

or another to-day celebrating your birthday . ri te me abo ut it, won't 

you? We were happy to have your l etter an u t o xno w the bi g brother 

arri ve{home safely , sorry : 1 t come , but terribly ha py I 

go t to s e e h~-. , ·1" o . • r -L. ..... .. ~1 -::._ .... ect uord of you all , 

including Mack and Joe. How are both boys no w? 

You see t he ~bo ve cli . __ ii1 _, .. ~~ ~·rnver ,it wa s a light case and the 

doctors are confident she will be entirely .well. They thought she had 

flu , then suddenly she couldn't move her right leg ; they took tests and 

decided it v,'a s paralysis. They ha ve the leg in a cast now to rest the 

muscles and she is doing fine, can move the ankle and toes of the 

a ff ected foot already. _ We were over there for dinner the ni ht she 

had a fever and was comin~ down with it . Edna thought she had a cold 

and so . Johnny didn't go near her , ho ~,ever he was in the same room and 

played with her toys so the doctors said he had a direct exposure any

way and to isolate him for fourteen days . I never realized how much 

he like d school . He cried so hard because he has to stay home . But I 

do all I can to amuse him and it's hard for him to be away from all 

his buddies . However, I'm not afraid for him , he's fine , and we have. 

or ly four days to go now, and I never saw him so 1L~Ill'Y in 11~ :tf'e . 

It ' s a worrder the roof doesn't fly off , he sawa away on his mouth organ, 

sings at the top of his voice , (not too harmoniousl~ jigs , and just now, 

I found the wet di sh rag hanging on my nice white kitchen indirect 

lighting~ dripping down from the ceiling where he had given it 

a heave in his great hurry as he dashed thru the kitchen , so I had to 

stand on a chair take the dish cloth off and hang it out to dry • . It~ 



({;_p1t~ 
{,1 him for walks on the bluff and with his B.B. gun along we play we are 

~'{ l hunting lions in Africa . I wade thru swamps, climb rocky cliffs, and 
J~3 follow pine needle-strewn paths with him for miles.1 And only now .and 

· , then I am aware that I haven't this week' s v1ashing or mending done. \ 
He returns to school Friday the 18, Glo r y., HalleljulahJ:! 

·~ . John and I w:ent to a wedding at the Catholic Church at six o'clock 
\ yesterday morning. John ?ot UP,,. down at the station at twenty minutes 

fl 
of five and IJ thinki ng he d be -nungry before the wedding breakfast was 
served ·was sympathizin"; wit~ ~im and to.my surprise h~ said, rryou don't 
catch me going to even _: a wea.ding mass without my morning coffee, I made 
me two cups before I caGt e hoine . I woke up and dressed a s soon as he 
got here and it seemed funny to be dressing up so fine at- ~alf-past fi 
in the morning• I staggered down the steps with him to the car h§i1~ _ ~ ~ 

·, ) ·~asleep and then when we got to the church the bride and groom vrnr~ 
ing at the al tar. There wa s so much form and routine and John sai they 
surely should stax married after so long and involved a ceremony: Whan 
the wedding was over at about seven we went to t he apartment where the 
pair will live, for the wedding breakfast., She is a graduate nurse and 
will continue with her position at Sacred Heart, the#ore she chose 
an ap~ment quite near to the hospital. The mother and bride's 
cousins served us the loveliest brealffast, fruit cup, chicken a la 
king, hot rolls, mt itimalade, ice cream in wedding bell shape, and 
beautiful three-tiered wedding cake which completely covered a round 
table, it was so huge. There we r e about thirty there for · brehlcf.ast . 

~ The couple left amid a shower of rice for their trip and we stayed ard 

ttlooked at presents and visited _~~i~.;t t le. There wer e the loveliest 
~ oses on all the tables and eve~was so bri ght and new and handsome •. · 

It was still only a q_uarter of nine when we ot home. Jo~ Boy had 
just got himself dressed and was bringing in the milk from the front 
porch in sort of a lost, lonesome way when we drove up. I got him a 
nice hot breakfast, packed a lunch, changed clothes and we three went 

1 
to the lake for the day. 

Did I tell you John got a good buy on some lake property and bougltt 
four lots this fall~ The next day he sold one of the lots and a part 

f one we had retained from our other property, so now we have three 
on the same bay where our cottage was. We have a fine spo; near the 
beach selected for another cottage and we measured and stepped it off, 
yesterday. We built a big beach fire, had our lunch and spent the 
afternoon riding around the lake. It was an i d.eal fall day .• , 

A week ago to-da~thirty people here. Bertha and her fami:iry 
came in from the rancll and were here for dinner, making fourteen. 
Then in the afternoon all the town relatives c~ e over -and. add= h-a-d
sup~er her~, tho for the evening meal several brought cakes, butter, 
rolls, cheese, etc . · Bertha's daughter atherine had just been married 
and so I wa s having a dinner ior the family and a shower for her with 
other rel&ttves later the same day . I had the tables fixed so nice 
and roses on the bride's table, cute little bride and groom favors, 
nut cups and place cards for everyone •. She got some lovely things and 

· everybody was quite gay . The Mc Grego rs couldn't come as Gloria was 
~sick and all of us thought it was just flu until the doctors decided 
differently on Monday. Monday morning I was picking things up around 

~ here and Johnny asked , "Mommy, may I have a piece of cake?" to which I 

~ answered, "Yes." In great surprise Johnny said, "WHy, ommy, you mus..t 

{"be out of your mind this morning, I •ve already had three pieces. ·" W~ch 
of cours'e, was a great surpise to me as I ~adn' t noticed what was going 
on. He'd been eating left-overs. Well, write us. Love to all , ~ , 



Thursdt:1.y , Nov . 28, 1940 
My dear lice, 

l any tha.tlks to you all f or the nice little Iv t. Rushmore towel 
and the birthday letter. How are you all, and a re you celebra tir.g 
Thanksgiving to-day or did you celebrate it the 2ist? It was gaxl. 
to hear from you again as it seemed ages since we did, but we know 
how busy you always are , how much you have to do and also that I've 
scarcely found~ minute to write ~etters myself this fall . 

G la1g to ni te school in a ddition to other activities has ce ·t
ainly kept me on the jump, t wenty-four se~sions since :Emmet was 
here, but it will be o~r Dec . 12, and I shall be a little freerer. 
One week I've had a nefoorhood boy stay with Johnny for two hours 
two evenings a week at ~twenty-five cents an evening and the alte:tt
nate week John stays with him, and there have been several nights 
when John sat by the cosy warm fire :place po:p ;iing corn, papers am 
magazines scattered around his easy chair when I'd have liked to 
stay home too, but anything once begun must be finished and so I 
keep on. I'm sure I have got a lot of good out of it. Especially 
have I enjoyed the public speaking class in which we must give a 
speech every time and that's been good practice. The class has 
so many interesting members and the talks have been splendid. , It 
was strange the evening that I was going to tell about Mt. RusbmoE 
that very afternoon came yoµ.r little to wel, so I took it along 
wi·th my pamphlets, pictures , and a piece of granite to show the 
class as I talked. Everyone seemed to enjoy hearing about it very 
much and the exhibits made it more inter.e s ting. Some evenings 
we draw our topic uut of a hat aftex w~ get up to the front of 
the room and without even a moment to plan our speech we start 
in and talk and it's surprising how well every one does, just 
as well as if they had prepared. However, it is an advanced class 
in~~g~have a number of salesmen, a dramatic teacher or 
two, anu so on, so we are never bored. 

-1 
The Book Review course has been wonderful, too, and we 've 

had so many grand book reviewed and I have read a great number of 
fine books this fall as a consequence , many of them, non-fiction, 
on the war, "Inside Europe" and so forth . The trouble is I get 
all gooseflesh · ~nd so impressed and wide awak ~ that I have a hard 
time sleeping when I come home, but I have been crazy about it.1 

Then, I think I've told you I've been program chairman for 
the school P.T.A. and have had to plan all the programs , secure 
speakers and entertainers, and introduce them all to the audience 
oefore they begin.. Also I'm membership and pro .~ram chairman for 
the cribes' Club, belong to the Firemen's Auxil~ary , and our 
Friendship Club ·which has been sewing for the Red Cross this fall. 

I had a very nice birthday this year. All the Miller ladies 
came over and brought me gi f ts, they also brought cakes, coffee, 
cream and everything needed for the party. When they vere here I 
sent 'for little Mrs . Walker to come over also , you know how well 
she loves parties . 

Thanksgiving, the 21st, there were twelve here for dinner , 
all the f amily and Archie, also Ethel, a frien of lsie's. 
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I ro a sted a -delicious, tender, seventeeR-l.b. turkey, and 
made all the t rimmings; since it. was Elsie's birthday, too, Ella 
brought in two lovely cakes, a white one, and a chocolate one, -
ea ch a mile high and decorated so beautifully, she's getting 
better and better with her cooking and is quite pro f essional, no~ 

he goes to cooking school every week and with her beautiful elec
tric mixer and new electric range she is just going to town! I 
bought ice cream and Rose brought a big j ar of corn and a big jar 
~of· string beans . I had an enormous glass dish of 
bananas, apples, oranges an gra·:p es, green an d purple for the 
table centerpiece, imi ~tation turkeys made from pine cones walk i:Q,g 
up and down the center of the table, yellow candles) ~nd at each 
place a small chocola te turkey standing up on the place car d. , 

The folks probably told you . tha t Papa had an operation and 
though we wer e all pretty worried for several days he came thru 
it in f ine shap e but the folks a re having an awful time keeping 
him still. I was talking to Rose just know and she said he f el l 
yesterday and hurt himsel! a little. He came in and said he was 
trying to cat ch the hor s e in the co rral; trying to head him off 
he fell down . He said, "I couldn't catch him, the bugger had 
four legs and I only two so he wo n out and I f ell down!" And 
here,he should b e staying around the house talcing it easy J When 
I saw apa in bed in t he ho s1) i t al it came to me with a shock that 
was the first time in all his long life I'd ever seen him laid up 
in bed. That ' s a pretty good health record. He surely hated to f!:P 

but it was a case of living or dying so he couldn ' t get out of it. 
However, he took it very well ru.i the nurses made uite a fuss 
over him, told him wha t pretty hair and co mplexion he a and what 
a nice patient he was and how much t hey thought of their own 
daddie~ and really_, he began to like them all so 1ell he said he 

!!~~!n~:~tc!~eg~i~~m~ fo:h;c!a!h~;:t;!:th:,:0:~:!t!::eJr rn:~;:nty!, - -
When the family wer e he r e Thanksgiving we decided to draw 

names f or Christmas, so that we ea ch woulQ have to buy just one 
gift . We are cutting out Xmas-gift buying mor e an d more, not 
giving to anyone anymore except the few gi f t exchange a in clubs 
and the family here . John's sister's family an d we stopped long ·~o , 
so what do you think of you folks and us and the- folks at the 
ranch not exchanging either1 I just talked to Rose and she felt 
as I did tha t Christma s giving ha s b ecome ~uite a co mmercial 
racket . They take away all t he fr eshness and real meaning of 
Christmas with their ceaseless advertising and when Christmas 
comes we are all so tired of it that we s carcely enjoy it . , I . 
think it's better to r e~er peo ple at other times of the year 
if one feel s like it and one can still think the world of a per
son without gift-giving, so what do you say we sto p it, too? It 
will save so much time and stress and save getting t he w~~ng thing 
for a person , b esides, which usually happens in the end. So Rose 
says for you not to s end the ~uinna nor the illers packages and 
we shall also refrain. 

Glorea McGregor is up and a round but drags her ri ght leg, yet, 
she i s ver " nervous and her paren t s have to be so calm and patient 

with her, but they fe el she will oe all ri ght in time . It'~ to_o bs:l, d. 
Joh:m\y Boy is fine and as f ull of soup e.n9- peanutsJas ever . t,.l:iowh:s 
Joe1 We haven't had a letter from yo u this year, oey, wha st e 
matter, my boy , my boy? Jo lmn;; still talks of you. Well, so long 

everybody. We 'tR~ ~:ttte~ ~~~t~P.to~i,your fin~1:::2f~~l out for~,,_~ 



lors~artri¥ 8~af~~~~hifgc~E 1 t fi!rsti~~irngeio~1~;~,P~fi~Y~s~o~ii~~ 
and the dress is going to be sweet on her. It's piped with blue 
and ha5 blue buttons all down the front. Also I'm making a sold.J.~ 
blue crepe dress for myself the exact sha de o? a soldier blue hat 
I bought the other Jay with a saucy f eather :y;. it. I'll wear the 
outfit to a ppear before my P.T.A. I also bou~ ~utiful new 
formal dress for our Christmas ban~uet and pa:rty~we, the Friendship 
Clu~ give every year at a down town hotel for our husbands. It 
is the pre t tiest dress I ever ha d in my life and John thinks so 
too. It is turg_oise blue taffeta, ve 1.·y heavy. The neck i~ low 
and sg_u,-1.pe with tiny velvet flowers in wine and blue and gol d 
encircling it. The bodice is tight and is shirred all across the 
front ¥with a pointed waistline and the skirt is very full an d t ounhes 
the floor all around. The sleeves are very puffed, short and ha¥e • 
a ti ght band around the upper arm. Well, so long. 

A. 



My dear Montan~ Folks , 

E . 1618 Seventeenth Ave . 
Spokane, -~ashington 

December 17 , 19 ~0 

V ell , now that Hae c is home ,our faL ily circle is 
complete . I h a1Jpene d to look a t the ct-i.,lend.~.,r the 14th 
and thought , "This is the d.ay Alice h s been looking for 
1 a ck to come home . " .An d. I know he ' s glad to be with the 

home folks and to have s ome of moth er ' s good cooking . 

We bought a nice red fir Chri stmas tree l as t ni~ht f~om 

a far er boy 1.·1ho ha d a truckload., selling them from house to 
house . He came from Springdale, and his sister , a ~igh scho ol 
girl \rorks f or one of our neighbors . It s tands in our front 
hall and when Johnny comes home f rom school and daddy from 

do1Nn to'\!m it will be de corated. Then ·,1 e shall ha ve an earl 
supper and go u p to t he school aucli toriurri for the robram 
the scho 1 kiddies are putting on t o-ni ght inste , ... o. of our 
u sual P . T •• meeting . ie will serve punch c~nd :-Jnas cookies 
to the schoo l children and co ffee t o the el~ers . 

morrovv I am goin0 t o bake Ch ~1 stmas co o .. i es and I 
told Johnny Boy when he came home froL school 2.n9- s cru}Jped 
his hands he .cot 1 help me de corate them a nd. he is loo.Ki::g,g 

for1, ··-:ird to it. The snow fla .. es are fluttering cio n this 
a1·ternoon nci it' s lJegin:ning to L ..1 olc real Chri stmassy . 

The salvation army ha .. been singin"' curols all th1"u 
the :· esic~ential sections this winter . The ·other ni 6 ht the, 

sang carols on our corner under the urc li bht and·the 1 so und
ed like an a n 5 el cho ir, the sang an~ pl- ed. their band in
struments s o b :::autifully . Soon the1. e wr:i.s a kno c1

~ i:. t the door 

and there sto o d a IJ ~ etty little las sie, about sixtee.Ll ni th 
her ta.PllJunrine. .I &..sk ed her in thile I got her some cho.n6e 

,h\.., ' .. --~s ve r y :p l easant . 

They Nere singi ~ l., _ .:..1-: Edna ' s. nei ghborhood 12.st week . 

:o _0 .1._ c them a:nd. wi shed they could come n earer . So Bob 
1ent out down the street and e..ske d theL iI ·-...hey' C. come '... nd 
sing .oor his little sick girl . They gladly ...; ame and :played 
and sang i'n front of the McGregor house , riGht on the lavm. 

dn,:, h dci. c.1 o i 5 fire in the f ireplace and went out and. asked 
them in. She had just baked coolcies s.nd she hurried and 

made them hot chocola te anc they 2ut on a real concert be 
fore the f ireplace while Hai ting . They a sked if the ncG-reg

ors vmul d like t o h&.ve th2:.: ;pray for Glorea and so they pray 
and d.na couldn ' -t lceep the tears back . Glorea can't walk 
yet very \·vel l , anc.l when she is in a hurr¥ she either c ·aHls 
or scoots along the floor on her hi· s , but of course, i t'~s 
rather s oon yet since h er illness . Bob gave them a dollar 
for being so k ina_ to Glo rea , nn d it pleased Glor ea so to 

have them there . She plays the _p i ano very nicely herself' . 
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Elsie , Fra:nk , Joann , a nd I.Cother M. were here for Sun-
clay a_inner , and ·we h 2.c such a nice clay . rank Has fascin-
a ted at the big rat tler in our movies thu t Nem brought in 
from the field . Elsie thought the little Maxvrnll 6irls 
vrnre the dearest things and said , "I 1 11 be t they don ' t have 
to be co a ... ed to eat , look ho v, _p lump th.ey c.1.r e.n I'll ws..ger 
they are :pretty thrilled about Chri strnas coming, a long wi Lth 
Tommy . 

·well , my night school is over and it I s surely nice m 
ha ve more n i ght s at home . Though I mu s t }Jay I sureli,, en~red 
the classes . One ni ght I was hurrying U "'_ sup~~er so as to 

6 e t to school on time an d. I burne d my finger on the stove . 
I vn s f,_ancing a round the room hol din g it when Jorumy cam e in. 
I said, 110h , Johnny , I j ust cooked my finger . n He l ooked a t 
. e with a t winkle in his eye and said , nwell , mama , why didn't 
you take it off the stove before it was done . ?" 

Johnny wa s in an Indi a n pl · y a t school . a few weeks a·,.o . 
John asked him about i t eun6. said , "Ho w 6.i6. your _play come out 
to - day , was it good?" Johnny an swered. , rrr couldn't see it . I 
was in it . " Then when John asked if the audience enjoyed it 
and could he tell b t he expre s sions on their faces if they 1ere 
please d or not , he said, nr don 1 t know , I vms afrai.d. I ' d laugh 
so I looked at t he floor all the time . " He must h t1v e been some 
brilli ant ac tor . He came home l as t Frida;y saying the teacher 
had move c.l h i m fo ur times tha t iiav to di f 1,e rent des};s_~o he co ul d
n 1 t h hve fun . He said , "And cio you k no w, mama , s1 vouldn' t 
find a place in the room to move me where I di dn r t have fr i en d s'l 
I j ust ha d the best time whereve r I went . 11 

Johnny made the nicest doll house for Margaret ~alcer for 
Christmas . It wa ·s all hi s idea and John just help ed him the 
littlest bit . He even :pai-nted it himself an d did a fine job. 
So then I spent tv19 days making furniture for it and it surely 
i s lovely . I made a cute little overstuffed daven~ort covered 
with cretonne , a c..r essing table with silk flounces and ort3a.n 
frills from my scrap bag , and I bou0 ht a tiny l amp a nd sone other 
things , including c cute little bathroom se t , b a th, toilet , and 
:pedestal wash stand. With the b, th s et cs.m e a pink , n aked 
baby doll . And now what do you think , I don ' t know whether 
the b a throom i dea was so go o d after all or not'l Every time I 
pass tha t doll house that little n a ced baby is sitting on the 
t oilet ~s real as life with the toilet seat up be 1 ind it. fhen 
my men fo lks have gone, one t o school , and t he other to the station 
there dolly sits , left . that wa either to .i.lOn}c or a u se me I 
don't kno·v rhich an d I have to L -" u gh . How 'iarbaret being a 
n ice sweet innocent little girl v1i l l prob ably have dolly look-
ing out the window , or in the bed , or on the ~~venport or 
chair, but these t vo boys of mine never , it must be dolly on the 
·o ty or nothing with them ! 

Did I tell you about the card pa rty and a..ance we ha a t 

our schoo l ~ I had to s ecure the music so I hireq the or chestra 
with whom Elsie plays and they surely c.i d furnish peg.icy music and 
we had an av,fl_J_lly good time . .Al so ,rn gave door rizes an r=:_ 2: 
vas prize chairman and got eighteen prizes , bought some an ti .. 
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solicited o t h ers f ro m s t ores . I made a )resenta tion sp e ech with ~ 
each pri z e I gave wh en the nmnb ers wer e d.r av.n. .And do y JU lcnow 

when John an d I were sho pping f or the ~ri z es, I never so many 
cute t hing s i n all my life and I Nas so sorry I wasn' t :· ending 

y ou a Chri s t r:ta s 1)ox . I came home an d. t o l d Rose by hone tha t 

I didn't think it ,va s a go o d i dea not t o send a Chri s t ma s box 
to ~=ontan a and sh e sai d , tha t T ou f olz: s woul d )ro bably be much 

r-e l reeved becaus ei tr s a.1 .1a \, s a worry wha t to ge t a n d ha r d. to s hop 

wher e you don't hav e a lot of sto r e s to s elect fro m. She said 
she s till thought it a go o d i dee~ , and. I ho p e sher s ri ght. 0. f 

cour s e the cti s t of po s t a ge i s t he wor st and one can't very well 

mail aw::vmrd t}).ings. ell, anyway , ~rn will sen d. you a lot of 

love and b es t wi shes. 

No w t ha t the bi , s to re is cl o sed , i s t he building u s ed a t 
a ll fo r anything? 1/ha t about the ·banlc ~ar e McNanara' s s ti l l run-
n ing it? And do the famili es live there in :Bi g Sandy ye t '? 

How i s Ka de no w; Be t t er, I ho pe. hat abou t 
I t hought he had such a nice plea sant per sonality. 
t o have a round. 

l f r e d o ·-1 hu s? 
Nice er son 

Papa i s f ine, s e ems to be g e tting s tron6er all t he time. 

We are a ll going out the1·e Chr i s tmas Day. El sie won an eight 
pound turkey an d -the f olks v.,rill pay t he d.i ff'er ence an d get 

a l a r g e one f or the holi day dinner. Twili 6ht i s settling 
do wn U.LJ On u s no w. Jo hnny came in an d rai ded. the cook ie j ar and 

took an or..ang e ncl a pple too, how· he do es eat, I sv ea r I don 't 

kno w where he :puts it all , but I guess tha t ex treme a ctivit - - --::-1,,__l~ 
o f hi s consumes it alI,,. an d he i s gro wing to beat the band. John 

says he ho p es he doe s:n' t ge t too t all, be ca u s e men who a re too 

t all ar e no go o d , an d he' s go ing to ut a b ot~l der on Johnny's 

h ead pretty soon i f h e doe sn't slow u p a little, so he won't 
shoot u p too hi gh . 

Well, Jo ey - vrn ey, what ' s the ma tter ? Never a line do vrn 
h ea:.t.· f rom you. How i s ev erything any way and don't you lik e 
us a ny mor e? Do you k no w wha t the. bi g t oe sai ~ t o the little 

toe?---"Look out, there's a bi g h eel behind you~" 

"Junior , wh~t are you doing? Sawing off the ni ano legs . 
Well, tha t' s all r i ght, darling , I t hought you mi 0 ht be into 

s ome mischief . in 

The fire l addies had a third a l a rm fi r e a turday n i ght 

a t a b ee r pa r lor, a partment hou s e, an d s to r e building . Five of 

the f i r emen were hurt an taken to t he ho spital . But none 
s eriou sl y , thank goodne ss . They just 6o t back to the s tation 

at six in t he morning af t e r f i gh t ing tha t fi r e all ni ht and 
Ner e called to a fi re a t the hite Pine Lumber Co . And they 
we r e there until ten . So John came hom e an d slept fro m ten-thir

t y until one when the lv iller s came f o r dinner an d. I had to waken 

him, but a cou-ole of hours of sl e e l) does a lot f or him . 

Well, Emmet, Alice, ~ ack an d Joe, have a good time all this 

Chri s tmas s eason. Be ,~1 ad you r e all to ge t her a d ~rn l J. -- nd 
happy and ma ybe fat ana sassy ! All Of US \Vi sh you tne ga:ppiest 

New Year and a v e r y Mer r y Christmas. Please write to u s an d t ell 

u s all o f y our doing s . te get hungry f or a goo d letter· an d n ew s 

of you . Very lovingly us three, John, Johnny , and Me . -~ 





Sunday ni bht, l4'eb. 16, 1941 

My dea re s t Alice and Emmet, 

Well, holler to Joe about not getting an"' letters 
one day and the next day comes a fine letter Irom you, 

Alice. It wa s good getting the news and hearing about 
everybo dy. Too ba d about 1 a ~k not getting the me dal 
ror his boxing, however, perhaps no w he won't be in-
tere s ~e in j t further which I t 1ink a very good thing. 
To my min d,t-V~Ohurnan being ba -L ting away a t ea ch other 
i s a t erri b_ 0 vra ste of power. :An.d I think prize
f i ghting the most despicable oi sports. Fine physical 
s pecimens of men getting their no ses broken, blinded 

err- i 1 fi , ei: u e e th 1.ncrekB d ou crn an d o ..1. , 

al l to entertain a barbaric auciience, whic;_ :p r a ctiC 3 makes 
me think of the g1_, 1, iator f i 6hts in ancient 1 0 1~1e. 

Shades of Sister Bilkus, Carrie Nation, and Carrie 
Chapman Catt! Rahl Rah! -ahl The r e are_ many who 
mi ght call me that af ter expressing the abo v e opinion, 
as the r e a r e plenty who like to see su~h sports, 
but not for mine. · 

I'm sendin5 Joe' s snaps ba ck, they are ver good, 
especially the one o -' Ma cl{ on the tractor whi ch sho ws 
t he f l a tness of the country and i s a ty ~ical Montand 
scene. It's fine Joe fo r you to go to Hel ena to play. 
I wa s certainly intere s ted in the Itali an Musician and 
his wi f e. 

I meant you to kee the group of the thr ee of us 
at the t able, .Alice, I think Johnny has such an angelic 
expression and John looks sweet in it, too. 

Also I send the pic t ure of eedice's daughter, 
Zsther, and Jimmy the dark boy, an d James, t he fair 
one, a ren't they bri ght looking~ Es ther is a r ine 
musicicn, co poses music an d play s in the a ult c a ss 
of compo s ers. She has won many honor s , already. 
Then there is Arnol d Cummings with t wo of the Kootenay 
Lak e f i sh he caught. I inclose a bi g envelo pe so 
you can return t hen a t your l eisure, the t wo ) i ct u re s , 
Chri s t mas ca r ds , L me an. 

Las t ni ght Irene and Howard took John an c. me on 
the loveliest party f or J anice , lilton' s wi f e who is 
vi sitin~ her ~arent s h ere . fro ~ ~innosot . She's re
turning so on to :Milton, so I rene ::.n {. Ho vii rd a r e showi ng 
her a goo d time . .i 1 ,_ ,L :en ' s aun t \Jent with us. he 
i s small an d r e ~J emb l es I ::i.enc , t:1, ._,unt , I ea.n. They 
took us to the l ant -' j_on · ... : ,h is on the out skirts 
of Coeur d ' 1tl :n I r ; ,n_c e . mhe s i x of us 
had t he lovelie s t dinner se ·ved so b eauti f ully whi le 
an or ch e s t r a o f men i n w hi t e s '-1 tin b 1 o u se s , ·, !, _ :i.1e s 
,n· trou sers ] l aJred beauti ful music. There \! C:v S a 
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roarinb fire in the f i - e _t) l a ce an d vrn clancecl a1 6. ate 
until t - ·el ve o I clock mi dni[;ht, then d.J ·ove -bL. ck to 
Spokane. It was aver • nice respect~ble cro wn that 
c_anc ed there. o many ro r. ci hou Qes 0 e t roHdJ , ou t 
this i s aver~ hi gh class pl a ce. 

I inclo se the invitati ons to our tea which re r a n { 
off on a mimeo ra1)h I di dn 't h ~w e 2..nythj_n 6 to clo with ~ 

the design on its cover, but 1 mo.ue . U_._J the verse s., and 
s ecured the mu sici a n and the head libra ri an to give the 
book review. 

That adverti sement was mo st unusual to n&s the 
as • Cer a inl T 10Ul ttra ~ ·vterrt-· ~ c1'0-ll 

sup _L, o se it help s sales any? I took it a long l as t ni ght 
to shoH Ho\Jarcl ancl Irene a n d they lauGhed about it. 

Euna McGregor entert&ine d the Audabon ~tory League 
a t her home for a dessert luncheon a n d pro 6 r am and 
she ask ed John and me t o brin~ our travel movies, ~ 

especially the cU -.i.:· f duellings, }L-1.va jo , a n d Uanyon pictures,~ 
and v,e did. John s ho we d then ani I tol d then all about \)· 
t h em a nd they se emed to think the program intere s ting . 1' 
Little Gloria started back to school two Heek s evbo , the 
Spring term , and every one is so 6ood and kind to her 
at school and she is so haJ: py to be back. bhe can walk 
fairly vve1 -, , and the chil dren a l vmy s take her h and 
a n d help her . One of her knees is stiff, but theM have 
ho p e for its complete recove ry to non1a lcy , tho it t akes 
time . We are all s o glad. 

I'm sure Pearl's can(llelight tea was very lovely . 

And the food sounded so good. Women love teas . I think 
they ar e delightful . But John doesn't. Juanita Miller 

invited me to a vea she gave where she presented h er 

seventy ladies came and went all 8fternoon. here wa s 
a background of lovely music , 'beautifu l floHers , and 

' 
dainty food . John called for me and s ince Juanita knows ~ 

him so well she asked him in to h a ve refreshments , a l so . ~\' 
So in he came and I was proud of him , he was so dignified 
and charrning , and met the ladies . But when we were 

coming home he looked a t me and laughed ancL said , "If ' 
you ask me, a tea is a hell of a dead party . Yhat woh en 
enjoy in · rar · ing down a receiving line shakinJ hands so 
daint~xy , then sitting in circles and s i ppinb tea and ~ L 

coffee and eating sandwiches and cakes the size of postage r~ 
stamps is a mystery to me l " But then , he ' s just a . 
mere man, and it's ladies builiness to keep their doings · 1 
a my~:::: . t:e::eb::~:e;~x;em, I ho pe you are feeling \', 
°Qetter_1 . t:;Ln d b~1,.c~reful Th.s2. flu v}!·1· .s ~--. u_ t 1isJvearfah ·o 
leit au.J. "te weCW\. J.Or a ·long 1.,J.me n .se ana. onn 
tor1el~_rne a Iot with tlie-nou s eJorr . Y poor hear I ut-

ater~d1a1l JJver
11

the pJ:ac.e.1 
and I co uld ha rdly brea tne for 

wn1 e . l w1 wr11.,e ~· o soon the letter 1 owe her . 



Dear Alic e and Emmet , 

Thanks f or the good. letter and all the news . dtil l it 

rains . e never experienced such a rainy year in our lives . 

Johnny is b eside himself , even woke up at three the other 

morning and I heard him pattering a round the house in his 

bare feet crying b ecause he heard rain on the roof again 

when he ' d hoped at bedti~e it was clea ring up . lso he looked 

out the window a n c.. couldn't see his bi cy c e . boy had borrowed 

it the ni te -before and since Johnny couldn ' t see it he thou6ht 

the boy had returned it and sorne one had stolen it , because 

it wasn ' t in it s ac customed. place . He couldn ' t bo bc::...ck to 

sleefso I threw a coat over my head and went out in the pour 

ing rain and darkness of thr ee a . m. to look for it • .And it 

m o 1 in0 do,m em "the side n .. H: ·:here the bou lei t it i stead~~~-~~------=a-

of Hher e it should have been} safe oy the oa ck QOor . bo J. 

guided it around and when I cam e in my pajama legs Yrnr e soaked. 

a n d a lso my be droom slipper s so I had to chan 0 e1 and got into 

bed shivering and the next morning hui a sore throt.. t an d. lumbago , 

was in bed all e1ay ye ster a.ay . But litt le Jobnn ' s , "I ama , youi-e 

wonderful to do that for me , " ·was sweet praise just the same . 

I ' m b etter to - day s o a ll three of us nnd Johnny ' s pal , merlin 

are go in6 to the Or"!Jeum to see "Beyond Ben6al" an ani mal and 

travel _picture and the photo Graph er i s also · s here in person 

to tc.1lk . I have t wo 0 00 seoerry pies Lnd a Devil foo d cu.k e to 

my cr·edi t on the k it chen table and Johnny Boy and his pal are 

beaming . 

I wa s very ... roud of my bi & John. He passed third high, 

the f irst man i s only two _p oints above John , a n d the se cond man 

a tenth of a :po int, so it was very clo se . ~ captain will b e chosen 



from the first three , and. even if John doesn't hap .J en to 6et 

the fi~·s t a :o ... ointment it Hon' t be lon6 until he · ets one. Then 

with the raise the first o, the ear and the sixtee~more for 

the capta~n's , u , he'll ~et one hundred , ninety~ Did I tell 

you that befor .. lso it se emed to me as I wrote the L st tL. 

that I ,as ·':,elli ; 2.bot1_t Johnny Pvnd his fish twice , so forgive 

me if I repeat . I write his doings to John ' s sister , also J 

smd. I can ' t alvm:y. rememlier just uhat wrote and to Fhom . 

bout the Canada trip-- -Some time ago I wrote to lr~ . 

Cummings reservinb t;m of her cabins . Irene ana_ Ho·.rd,l"d. are 

going and. are ta.icing rene ' s aunt ~ then they will sto _p at 

Bonner ' s Ferry ana_ pi ck up vilfred a..n his three children. 

The will start the morning of the Fourth and. return 

three will start the morning or tne tnird. 

and. retur t e t rnoon OI the . 0 

hi •IeG \.. n the co .... st as much s usual since he hdl his e:: ... am 

on his mind and .: el t the.-~ t he shoulcl bet home to study . That 

i s 1hy he is taking off two a.a~ s the first week in July , makin6 

him five days to vac~,tion . e are taking our tent , too, Lnd 

thought one of the men and some of the children could. sleep 

in that since the .... ·e v1ill be q_ui te a few to lrnd do\m . 

I u.sked apa if he thought I should write to .rs . Cummings 

to reserve another cabin , they have three there , for you folks 

but he said , "No , if the LOntana boys coi1e they can sleep mo st 

anywhere , ailCl bosid.e.3 I think she ' s renting that to some folks 

from Creston o" 1 ose Sftys she is going , also 
1
and takin6 :Pa a , 

\\. '\ 

Elsie , and Ernieo But .;1.,lsie sa s , no she has to play som ewhere 
' 

Saturda ni te and. a_oesn t t want to go . 

a,1ay and that ' s the way it goes , so 

apa s:::..y s he c[m ' t get 

can ' t tell about them . 

00 they said they ' d take a chan ce on betting bedded somewhere 



They d.on ' t want to make r eserva tion s unless 

s.re sure . 

· e' d just b e ever s o hapJy to ha ve y ou co me an I fe el 

q_ui te s u r e Cummings can !'ix u _p so c e ex tra bee.Ls , they ha ve 

of be dr r oms in their b i g lo g house , a n d. t h en you t hree 

men c t,,n ea t in my cabin with u s three f o r a t leus t t wo meals 

a daJ and then the t hi r meal we s hall r obabl y all ) icnic 

to g e ther . I ca n t ak e en ough di shes a n d foo d a long an d we 

won't g et a ny bolo e,na, either , Iem, we'll ha ve swell big 

sal mo n c .. nd ch ,r to ea tJ anyuay ...,and I' 11 tak e f lour c,,nd fa t 

to f r y t hem . Howa rd is t aking the b i g mo t or o f hi G bo a t to 

u s e on Ray's b i ~ boa t. 

This i s a su 0 ~estion. I thought ~ou may not want to 
. 

sta, u p t he 1· e with u s f ive cia s a n d in thu t case on your 

way over ou co just ~ o thru art iii ll t o C~eston, you'd 

know wether to turn at Bonner's or b efore you 6 et that far 

and \ le coul d be looking ::: or y ou u :p the r e, I think it ' s 

only a bout f i f t y miles from Bonner 1 s . Then if the folks don't 

go to Koot en a Lake y ou ' d _} ro ba,bly feel you had to lea ve b e -1- ore 

we did and y ou ' d h ave y our own ca r to come down he r e with 

whenever ou go t r eady . But i f you fee l y ou can spare I:'.lore 

time and could b e here b .Y the second we ca n tie our tent and 

be dding on prob ably and all go in our ca r and it woul d be fun . 

e leave ea rly the _third. a pa w~ s ,o glad to hea r you mi ~ht 

come and said it would be fine if ,e coul d all b e to~ether a t 

J.J n_ke a gain. o think it ov e r and \iOrk out your plan 

and we'll make a rrang ements accordingly . 

The folks a re still s ellinb ber1 i es . Whenver it ari es out 
_lN 

a little they h a ve th~ty :picker ,_) a.nu J) i ck like ·ury . 'v ell , 

lunch is a bout rea dy and here is hoping we 1111 see you . I'm 

afraid you won't have much of a rest , as you sa ou vvill , Alice 



ice anrl Ernmet and boys , 

July 16 , ack ' s Bi rthdµy . 
1 41 

So glad to re t; ei ve J1 0n£ ice lon0 _ctter , I.:ond.ay . Your 

new truck must be very nice . You di dn ' t say \!hat make or color . 

/ell , hack I should ha ve wished you many r eturns of the 

clc:y sooner s o tha t you would have received them by to - day . 

But manJ' ha:9 ... : retu:'."ns , unyway , for you . 

Hope the rain has stop,_, ecl ancl ·c_1 .t conr_i ttons \. i l l 1Je just 

It h ,s b en ~uite .ot here L ... t ely . But now that Jobn has 

weededJ trimmed n:p the n .. cl: l P:m rouna_ the ::i tc,1en do or and 

cultivatecl all his flowers} it l ooks ora_erly and cool here, 

and ue ' ve been sit ting in our la vm chairs evenings with the 

s prinklers going and ice cubes clinkin6 in our gl asses of 

1mter . 

I inclo se the lace 1mfer recipe uth used. Hov:ever , they 

run c.llover the 1:1an maQe ,,ii th the olL .. - !'ashioned rolle oats 

which is the kin I have on he,n d , out I am 0 oin6 to Ge t soL e 

o f the q_ui ck cooking kind so mine will oe like uth1 s . I maa.e 

these just like this the ot}e~ da~ Tiith L! o on osti but I a dded 

one half cu:p of f lour so the-\ He:;-e all ri ght lJut <iui t e lac 

as I gu ess they are suJposed to be with li t tle o~en }laces 

in them , but as I said before I like them t uicker like Ruth 

!vi. c Grego r ' s • 

Sunday He took :Mother Mi ller and Un cle J usti ce ou t to 

Bertha ' s , some others of the relatives u ere there and we a l l 

_picnicked down on ~ei r beach a t C ' D ' Al ene Lak e • . She had , 
lovely younG b r owned chicken and all the other thin3s and a 

big f r eezer of ice cream . 
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The a_ay after vre got home from Canada alph came home 

from the hospital and s tayed with us f or a ueelc . He 1.·ms in 

bea. most of the time and I kept hot packs on his leg a great 

deal of the time , but he is up and around now and staying 

with his cousin down near Mother H' s . for a few days having 

fun . They go r iving a little and visit around. His bill 
I 

( ~ -1 --JV 
at the hospital for four months wa 6 · a thousand dollars but 

-A 
he thou ·ht that wasn ' t too'bad as it included do cotrs , too , 

I 

and he went to the surgery nine times . 

Monday 1 went to the doctor as the pain in my shoulder 
~ 

blade ha s been norse , and as usual they tell you nothing , gave 

me pills ;-had them sent u p ;-they are as big as uarters and 

bright red., I ' ve a notion to send them ba ck and tell him ~~q. 

doesn't suit my color scheme . owever he said there was some 

infection because the r e vms a little 11us in the kidneys, also 

much :phosphates which show an alkaline condition of f!lY system . 

(What \las Emmet ' s alkaline or a cid?) But he told me too , ora:ges , -
lemons and grape fruit vrnren' t too good for me either as they 

become a lka line in the body and I already have enougho I 

looked u p phosphates in the doc~QP book and it said they came 

from gout or too high-living . Tch! Tchl Yhy Alberta tl And me 

who goes to bed ni ghtly at nine , never smoke nor drink , and 

afraid too eat sweets and pastries an d 6ravies ! Something ' s 

wrong somevihere ! . He said if the pills cio not cure me he will 

put me on an a cid diet . ·-I have the house nice ana_ c"' Ql and 

I ' m not doing too much this hot weather . I ' ve made soce 

jam ,cy esterday~and ironed this morning, but am not going 

to can hardly anything this year . J ohn thinks 1,re can buy 

it from Johnson~ by the case just as cheap and really it ' s 

very good , too •. I sent Mrs . Lawson epher , n lle ti t ar- Spangled_ .oanne:trn . 



Saturda fternoon, ugust 15 . 

"Y dearest Montana Folks , 

Well , how goes it with the harvest and harvesters? e ar e 
all so happy that you have such a fine crop this year . More 

wealth~ health , and power to each and ~11 of you l If I had a 

glass of pop I ' d make that a toast ! 

John just went dashing oy the window with a wheelbarrow 
full of rocks , he ' s builQing nice rock walls on each side of 
that gash of a driveway in fr~nt getting it fixed U.Q _pretty 
nice at long last o He ' s surely been busy with grass fires 
this smamer , missed so much sleep at nite 011 duty that he 
has had to have his little siesta daily . 

We were all on the bum all of July . irst John had a 
sort of su:--imer flu that had with it very sore throat and 
neck 6lands , so I nursed him thru that , and then dovm Johnny 
came with it , so I was up a lot nights with hini and an ear 
ache with it . The little gathering in his ear broke and 
while he vras still sick he graJbed for a pillow that y·as rest
ing on the end table one evening and in the dark the end 
table fell on his toe where he stood beside the little taole . 

A sharp corner must have struck it just right because it 
swelled up as big as a red _,_.Jlum, the third toe of his le:tt 
foot . That 1,Jas worse tha11 the sickness , but He kept think 
in cr it would '".r et ve.ll Then ar ter takin r)' care of Johnny 
so closely my resistance was weakene(l and bo3..'ore he was 
g_ui te vJell I had to take to bed and then with no mama over 

Johnny keeping him in bed he got u:p and went to :playing . 
Two or three uays later when I recovered enough to pay any 
attention to m son I decided he didn ' t look ri 6 ht and when 
I took his tenpera ture I found he i:ms Dlaying around with 
a fever of 102 , so back to be~ he haQ to go , myself in the 
1·ront room and he in the os.ck bed.1.00m . Then uh.en we vrere 
both able to be up a6ain his toe stil looked te~rible so 
I took him to Dr . \lel ty who felt it vras broken , and advi sea_ 
an X- ay which I htvd taken and sure enough there \'/&.s a break. 

o we keep a stiff shoe on it and give it the hot a:p1.1lications 
and just try the rJest ·.1e can to keeJ the son quiet . It had 
been bro.,::en about three or four weeks before we took him ovm 

and by then it had begun to knit , luckily the .JO si tion was 
good and the swellj.ng had been protecting it . His being in 
bed with the flu hel~ed too as he h~d to be off of it when it 
was the worst . So wasn ' t that a sw 11 way to spend most of 
July and the first fevr days of ·ugust'i Hence • no letters 

got off to you folxs to tell you how much I've been thinking 
·o f you just every day . 

I thought so much of the sunmers I used to s_pend. \'Ii th 
you and the times He had laughing over nonsense . I s2oke of 
it to John anc. he said , n:Jhy , I believe you cire actually hoi.e 
si ck for a trip over the~e to see t ose fol~s , Tiell, never 

nincl one o.i.' these suLm0rs I ' 11 sen6. J'ou c:~nc:. John over on the 
train to S1.;end the whole su mer . " And then I t_.1ouuht of 



Hope you ' re much better , fem . ad to mak e a cou~le of trips to 
the doctor myself - Kidney in1ection see s to have clec1.re u UJ 

and I ' m much better . e all lo st a l o t oI· rnighto J ohn ' s tummy y 2 . is a.s fla.t a.s a 1mshbourd. , and. Johnny ' s lost nis extra little 

~ what you said. one time , Alice , about how one could. take a munm6r 

1 

off like that when you we:· e free , but tlfter one 1./[;S marrie d 
it was different . This my while I ' d be enjoying you folks 
I ' d be missing John so one i s ;_,lvray s torn betneen two _p laces. 

o I 1 m afrai d the entire summe r vvould~rk out , though a shcr.ter 
se_para tion night . But Jobnn vras thrilled ')inJc, sai a. he ' d take 
his gun and shoot :prairie docs all Qay long , ancl I thought ma., be 
he' d try t aking a l! o tsho t at a bohunk on the s i CLe, just to 
sort of mak e things com.vl ete , you knon . 

Since Johnny 1' s ec.Jr bo there< him 2 _)ai n ·ue ' ve had. to kee 
him out of the HL~te- and it' s ev s.11:.ne becLuse he certainly 
is a fine little swi uner and diver, i u ... roved a lot the i e 1 times 
he was a t the la ··es here a:. t er ue 6ot b,·~clc f ro m Cc,nao.a, . 

John i s on duty to-riorrou so I t h ink I' ..1.J. S.Jend. the m,,J
ou t home , Elsie will 1Jrobc1bl take t he son and m 1 self out. 

I think I enjoyed most th1-Lt sun mer- in t1.e .:.ussel l · ce . 
The r e wa i: just sor:ethin 0 f.,bou t it the l."· c tha t time CJ .And the 
even inLJs ·when I walked alone a cross the prai1·ie uehind the 
barn and found t he silky little cactus flouers , rov1in6 so 
clo s e t o the e c..r t};l fL-~t and ro se - colore c1 reflectinb the sky 
at sunoet , the a ir so balmy and the sk~ h:b.gher and bluer as 
it seeas to be over there . Then I used to like the walk 
up from Pearl ' s aero ss that little mead.OH ,1.na_ the di ri in the 
roe,10. uhere ue h _:. a_ to cross the creek . 

It uon't be long no,v until ML. ck will be uoin__; 1k. c.K: to 
school . Ho ther Alice vvill lJe ironing shirts , pressing clothe~ 
and oaking cookies to go a long . Then Joe , you wi 1 oe goin-
to Hif 1l School . /hat Qates do you both start? Here ' s soue 
_pi ece s . I sm, about the st&rs , thought you L1i~ht like to se -. 
The -inecro~t cliR; ing I ' ve saved since Jou wer e here . 

J ohn ' s brother ran over to se e us l ast ue ek end from 
Whidby Island . He ha s received en ap~,ointment in the Ne. v-:; 
on a f l agship . .-.,s a lineo ty:p i st "' nd printer at $239 . 50 , roon , 
Boar d , and clothes 1 - er eonth . He was so thrilled. He uas 
only uai ting f or his birth certifi cr~te .J.'ron New Jorl<: 'before 
beginning , so I hope oy this tiCTe he has re ceive it and all 
is in order . 

~ 
hat about the McN~rnara 1 s? Are the~ still livin a t 

their ranch and do you see them about toun OH are the 
axwel l ' s . Tell Florence I ' m Noing to write her , though it 

may turn out to be a Christmas letter , yet . 
c~~) 

1 
' Florenc e ' s husoan~ is in a Missoula .tlo s Ji tal , ha d his 

{

appendix ren oved , emerg ency case while on tne ro a d . Florence 
called me wondering if she s hould go over and I said iell and 
High water woulcln ' t keep me from going to Jobn i f he vrnre in 
the hospital sor1e where . So she mny leave to - ni te., 

You a re probably going to have a - a ir a 0 a in . tell u e 
about it i f -.: on clo <> Goodness there ' s J ohnny sm:ing do1vm a small 
tree in tha t pine Grove of ours east o ' the house 1i John ;say s 

,, he' CJ like a - -- - in a ski l l et ! l) Love to all . ..f lberta. 







ell , my old sweethearts how ' s everything this fine morning? 
I feel like a mi llion d.olltirs to day , wi -:>h I could. al\'/ay s 
feel such physical well - being and u:pliited.ness as I do to - day . 
Good. heal th is certainly a -wonderful thing . It makes all the 
difference in the ,rorld in one' s outlook and state of hap iness . 

Your card. came this morning , Alice, my darling . I am. so 
very thrilled about your daddy ' s n ew h enna Bui ck with its rc:1a.io o 

fon ' t it oe uond.erful for h• -nd. ·earl to have that nice trip . 
nd I ' r.1 so 6lad they are coming 1rnst and. wi ..L stop ~nd ~e~ 

us. Tell them vrn are surely looki n ·· foruard to their visit . 
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1/e w.ere so 
f air , also that 

pleased to hear of ~our winnin6 prizes at the 
ou hav e a Bui ck . Bet your neu s i lver is nice. 

I had Irene , Honard. , and th~ unt nnie \1i th the beautifL-~l 
dimples here 1or dinner lust nite . Ve enjoy them so much and 
we looked over old Copeland pictures , 1nd she told me there 
VvtvS a rel .tionship betueen the lJhi sholm ' s and her self , the 
unt uid , and I meant to ak Vfhcut it '.'JaS but ·,Jhe suuje c t changed. 

before I had. time. Irene and Howard flew to ~eattle and back 
recently Ior a Heek end and liked it so nuch . 

··.e received the loveliest gi cture crf John ' s brother , .l:l'rank 
thru the mail tl1i s nlornin0 in his of1'i cer' s nav'-vl uniform and ) 
it's so becoming . ie ,.,ants me to take one of the :pictures 
to his little dau0h ter J e1.1el . J.1.y , how he loves her l 

e is at an iedro , btlt leavin~ for southern isl~n d s soon . 

reti.cea_ couple fron 1 ont.ina , uho tried California and 
cli fu1' t like it , 0ame her-e anu. oou 0 11t our tuo lo ts . They 0 are 
goin6 to build a nice bri qk llouse like ours for ..., hoa.e L.nd 
l c rlds ca1e the Jroun~s , so it ~ill really improve t he l ucks 
0 ~ t ldn 0 s he.1.e cvS :fell as 0 ivin ua some nice C .• sh , they 
a re llay in n.1.]_ c 1h. t i s Jeve r a l hundred d.olla::.. s clear ll no fit 

-..,c----=--~~ L e1 ,i ! ::_ G J_ -i__ . _{ C el - _Ei t e f O r t L~1 _ .J~ 8 • .... : ~o J ·• C e ~~L....-11....-~---

sE.hgj~ t1Bt?~l - ··~v o tn~. ~o ui Ci on-' t e ..L .. '"t 1e est _o , so . e 
u ,J -- 1, · - c., l L:e J) Ce,, DO v ' 8811 OUJ: house c.·,nG.. theirs

0 

My roll sticks here , hec e the double line above ! 

Too ~err·i ble for HO ~(s c.1.bou t ill Coll _ns . ow did. his 
wife feel about the 11hole thin · , or uheI·e the~y se a r Lted? 

' m lannin0 on c:>ettin a coui:Jle of new ru 0 s for my li V:b.tS 

and dining rooms , neH flo .0.cod c.r "w curtains :i.or t11e 'vvinu..o rn , 
a cou-Jle of foot stools , ['.., mirror f'or my hall , and: a new arm 
chair , al so some sli J co vern ior r1::i funi ture . o ·,,e shall 
h a ve thin s looking nice . John is all thrilled c.bout building 
a ~a bin at the lake a~ .. 1,in , a small cute one. 

Florence just phoned she is coming to spend the rest of 
the c.ay Hi th me and j_ s ual}dn3 over so I must o as far as 

ockvood Boulev~r d to meet her . 

ell , I hope d~ck has a·brand ye~r and overytning most 
:pleasr·.1t and here ' s to you c~s cLuss _presi c.i.en t , Joe , more 
J!OHGl , to you . 

T e are buying a secornl hand. voo a. clarinet for Johnn 
Bo and he is goinG to t2..~:::e lessons ""t school :cdie in the 
band. John doesn't have much fai tl in his musi.ca nili t 
but I think ,ie 3hould let him have a try i= he 0 m ts it , 
and he does h~ve nice lonJ finers and is ~lenty briuht so 
he may surprise his car_dy Lt that . John takes the cle.rinet 

'11i . 
and 1.valks so crazy , and blows and. blo\JS , sayinc51~1:ow here is 
a frei rht trt-,in 1mttinb on the brakes , > and.. he ma.r:e s the mo st 

. t rt is a clarinet the 
une a rthly s ueazs on the instrumen • 



man used to play in the fireme.n' s ban a_. John used to r>lay one, 
too , but h u.s 1orgotten everythin6 he kneu Jrn ut it nou . 

• {e u ent to a church \Tec.lo.in6 and lovel weddin ..,. .J reEkfLs t , 
a few ue eks a~o . I hc..d a bc;autiful ne.v ciress anc h i t to wear, 
a n g. felt so st li sh, and swelli sh. The 100 d was di Vib.:e. • 

.d!ld the bride ~ ... n d. groom so hap JY and rRt-iant it \las mo st 
touching . 

John ·has been serving ·i..s cs..1.Jtain at his station for the 
last f~w Tie eks . The first of the year he wil~ probaol~ liave 
an opening. 

As usual am very busy . Besi ~es bein 0crib e s ' Club 
resiuent , I am study club chairman for the E. T •• , and have 

to go three Fri ~ays a month mornin6 Sfor the le~~erHhip training 
that the s chool board has hired a Homan doctor from Columbia 
University to 

6

gi ve her e . The tudy Club Chairmen frori1 al l 
ov~r the city ar e priveleJe d to attend. Then I have my 
Fri endshi_p Luncheon Club , ,~n d the .1:iremen "'uxtliary , and now 

h a ve been ma6.e Cub Scout I\iiother for the L.. ck Jolumy is 
to be in . The bo;y s wil l meet with me here ba tur c~ay mornings · 
ror a little ::_;ro bram and instruction , and then uor:-1eth1es we 
shall have hikes , c-"nd weiner roc.~sts in our oi-:1.ck yarci fire-;lt~ce . 
I have fa lot of seHinb on hand , so there is never a n i cUe rnoCTent . 

:hv~rgaret alker is Tji t h me a Ed n to- a y , s e:! s c.., uvrne t 
K i cld.i e • Iler ffiO ~;1 r= S :-one -o r1-e ra V r: . - .• ua r & 

been v1i :onine a 'little moneJ s e says . I must hurr covm 
anci mail thi s befo:rrn the ..& Ost ma1t :picks U _) the L'ld.il a t f i ve o 

Loye t o you nice folks , 

I 
I 



far ch 5 , 19L12 . 

l y dear e st I nr et , 1 i c e , an{. Jo e , 

It's a real ~trch d~J out wit t e ri n ls r~cin clou~s 

ae;ross a sL,te ,3ky and the i-iine trees wi-i thin~ in -:;he winll , 

and .r10vv I C.o love the sounc' 0 .1. the r ush ol' wind iJ1ru them . 

I'm waitin g f or mir son to eoi,e ione to luncl-: .. , it ' s ten of twelve 

now · nu. all is 1·e:~dy . And. so an I dresr~. to o to .:>cribes 

Club a n d rea d. a stor to - 6.ay as I' u on the )I'O bra.m . The::.. e ' s 

a little oro u n bird. nibblin_; awa y on the f l at .La\Jn -..,hru tne 

sun room winclo1.is -.,Jhere I write . I'm so 0 1 a. S 1rin iS here . 

Here are sone cli pin ~s thc .. t mit.>h c int ei est you . You 

kno\T I ' v c .Jeen 1.1on dering about .Foster Brunton (..<,nd. se -eral 

times h ~,a. a notion to cs.11 his mother ancl then her e came t ~.1i s 

~----~--1-itt e notice in the p per . 

To - narrow ni ght I am having a pu~il thct I .used to ha e 

in the fifth grGne at p~ortunity , h e~e . ~.he i s now one of 

the iour best no tee. nomen ac:co uc.,t i c flyers in tne U . u. Isn't 

that uonLerful:- , e i 3 ut the c;..ir.!!or t ho.ee anC.. un u.e r her 

directi on are q_ui te a nuL bcr of j outh eri can fly e:i.. s w o 
..::t:.r ~ J _..; ,... ~-<--· e._. 

~~e here to learn about avi ation . ~he i s brinbin~ five of 
-1 

the . ·,Ji th her to - morro,r niJht cmt"'i. also their int.erpreter a 
7,,~ .~~vl a,~ ) 

young .1. 1 erican singer Hho san·-· over hajor Bo ·res 
} 

iew yea1 s 

a~o . ~he studied sin0 inn- in Ita ly ~,n clmar1 ied q_uite a 

well - kno\,n I tali an the.r e and later he died. ·o she is 

back in her n cv ti ve S..JO -ane novv c:n u. has tne job o i teachine 

thes~ ~ oung i'lyers En~li sh. o uha t wit 1 hearin E~bou t 

South "' 1eri en and. Ital~ , f'irst hand John and I shall b e in 

our glory . 
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How have all o ou been anc.... \I _at is the nevrn? 'ie havelit · 

hoar - for iUi te a while . 

March 9 , 1942 

I uashed. ~o - day , takinY- it slou L.,na. e[L:.i~ anc . Cll10 t et 

wet, us I &.on't cc.1-'e :.:.or a revurn of the severe 1·heuma·cisr. 

I su..Lfei-·erl i'rom 6 etting so \let last time I id a oig washing . 

The \rind bleu and. it rained ·but my clothes bot q_ni te o..ry in 

s~ite of the rain . 

Fri clay night the fl~/ e:.._·s we_ e here with dean umi th and. 

Catherine Greene Ha.1-·en and He had a truly nonc_erful evening. 

I hnd lsie in too ui th her accorQian and. tney ke_i?t ) 
l • 

·'-I,,. ~lnu 

her to play .Qi e c es and they san .,. Hi th her • The~ 1.1 en ha u_ won-

a lavry er..> Uarlo 8-.> from .ie:xi co 

City with a little mustache and he v~s very cnarming anu Gallant . 

Then the1. e was a very c_ark you_ng mcun \/ho h·,u. spent mo st of· is 

lire in pain and. is now also froriAi_e:;dco City , his naI'le was 

lJ.anuel . Then there vms a flyer from ~i.rbentine . I understand_ 

their c:;overnnents are pa~ring then five hunl red < uonth 1or their 

time while they are here learnin6 to be Ilyin 0 instructors . 

This atherine Haren nas marrie'._ to an Italian General vrho 

was a flyer and he uas killed flyinb rJeveral yecJ..rs 2..6 0 so I 

ti1ink it was thru hirn that she learned. to il ·u anC it almost 

seems a shane because she is a marvelouB opera singer and 

such a beautiful charming 1.Toman . She is not or1ly teaching 

the ooys 3:ngli sh , but is their flying instructor as 1.1ell. 

I just can ' t ima~ine a woman brave enough and clever eJ.1ough 

to i:o all that she can d.o . They s ng 1:p·.nish , Italian , and 

1.. .. exi cc.in sonbs , anc good o d .American ones ike · ai r·y Bell 
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and Side /alks of New York . And wei·e the men ever charming? 

They moved cho .. irs c .. rouncl for me ano_ the;y bow over your hand 

ano_ such lovely compliments as thes pa;y you, I Wc...S really 

q_ui te over cone with their Charm and. 6ayety ancl I don rt know 

when we had such a merry evening . They sai~ they ' d be so 

hL:p.J)y to come again . They have -been ente~ tained by a num-ber 

o:r weal thy r)eo ;,le in S1Jokane , but Jean sai LL the;y liked to 

visit in the nidale class hor.ies too , so that the;; could see 

and. know r ,ore of .America . They said. thej likec1 our in:.ormali ty . 

J ohn was just as charraing c.md c:;a, as the:/ were . He ..-vlHaJ s seems 

to ::;::'it in with any kind of com:gany and have a goo cl time . 

far,ilies t11emselves and appear to be 
, _____ ___.,..,.._-------:~~-=-~---~-". 

·very well - bred. 

Our l i ttle Pll.i:'~)Y is fine Emd \Ye love him so a He ' s just 

so sweet and playf'ul ancl cud.dly . 

I 1m sendin~ 01· Johnny ' s com.,;m si tion ancL since it i s 

about lfontana I thought JOU 1 d like to see it . I t ink: he liked 

your place and Joe ' s company more than any dlace he ' s ever been. 
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Monday mor:ning , November ;23 , 1942. 

My dearest l ice, Emmet, a nd Joe, 

Well , hov, a r e you folks , get t in0 all react.:,r for Th:-i,nk :J6 i ving 

I ' 11 ct; ,,.nn. is t e 1J le3e boy conin:; :1or.1e _ o::e n.. -::e 1 1 ct. vs , 1 a t ' s 

h ::;>e i s c; JO 1J,,:::1 ri.ll rn to,._;3 t '.131~t We haven't hea r d f rom 

y ou for a long time, it s eem s . But it's probably bei ng very 

bu sy tha t lcee:ps you f rom •,1ri tin g anci no t anything of bad. import.) 
-J-,· 

ow is Pearl, bet t er , ~e ope . Pa 2a is trnproving a 1·ttle, I 

Hother M. and we three wi ll go out there for Thanksgi ving . 

Turkey i s fifty cent s a pound here this yea r . ose will 

pro bably ro a st some of her go o d. chick ens . Thi s wi ll be the 

firs t t ime in years t hat ·ve h8.Ven ' t ha d. the a ;1 here , but it 

would. be 113.:l'.'d. for Pa:98. to t;O •. e, I t11ink .! 

I suppose J oe still travel s in a n d ba ck on the bu s . Have 
7-----

the folks moved. to town yet f o r the winter. 

It' s damp and. dn.rk an d r a i ning out s i de and. all the pl ants 

are br own an(l dead. I see tha t , "T:1e melanc. oly c11v s are cot1e , 

the ~.,,a_clest o"".' tp.e yea r "a gain. My l ittle golden dog just cam e i n 

out of t h e rain an d i s curled up in his box under the s tove , so 

snug '"J.110_ /JO sy) fast asl e ep . 

I m'tde soP1e ne1.1 blin1 ... for r\; .ci tc:1en .J .,~te" then on the 

They are of bright yellow oil cloth wi th e,ay pansies sprink.Led 

all over them . T' en I made some dainty n ew y ellow curt ains 

so t h e kitchen looks q_ui te dressed u p .1 J ohn i s entert ainin6 

his camera club here "iee _.ran Tue s cl9.J so I s all h·1ve 

ev erythi ng r eady f or t h e men and t hen go ou t for t he evenin~ 

a n d leav e t he hou s e t o t he men ~ 



cactus in it , also some hankies . Then on Sunday night of 

my birthd.ay Mrs . SeveR.r had. us over for a nice birthday su.Jper 

a n d. evening by their nice firesi de •' Their lovely flowers 

lasted until just a f ew weeks ago . The :pine tree s shaded nd 

:pro tected them from the frost . 

A man came u:p and wanted to buy Mr . Sevear's :place . e 

said, "Well , Sevear , you' ve got a nice place but I'd cut 

down the damn :pine trees~f I bought the place, the very first 
J) ,l 

thing. " "The hell , you would , said Mr . Sevea r, Well) if that ' s --
w. a·t you' re planning to a.°J' you won't get the chance. 

sell it to you then. " So the sale was off . 1 

I won't 

Jol:m' s niece Catheri ne , Bertha's e1aughte::; had us over f or a 

nice Sunday dinner , yesterday , roast po rk and a lot of other 

goo d things . She ' s a nice little cook and housekeeper and has 

a cute baby girl about 18 months . , The sol di er Ralph, Bertha' s 
..P/e(d, 

son , was ther e al so from the~ here . 

Friday I h a d the P.T.A. Study Club 1 of which I'm cha irman 

a 00a in this year, here ana. served tea and cooki es a nd li tt_e 

craclcers with creamed chee s e on them . We had a very interes~ing 

meeting, discussing the need of nursery schools for children of 

worlcin.3 mo thers( de:fense wor:c ) t 1.ere are uo:ee thc-m t,,o t.1ousn,nd 

ohild.ren_, li ttlc o c3__, unc"1.J."e l :E'o1~ i ::.1 S-:>okane while their !!lothers 

work . And amons the older child.:ren an incr13ase of juve:i.1ile 

delin1ui cy . The Jroblem is quite serious.1 The P . T •• ' s all 

over town are working on i t .1 We had for our subject, "Security 

for the home and family in wa I must make my self '"'ome 

is still a groceryman , and fiie) 
Love to all of you, ,-,-

/ / ,1 tJ. -;--f-:_;----, 




