Wednesday, March 13, 1940
Wiell, dear Montana Folks,

Surely were glad to get your letter, Emmet, and do you know
the date we have set toc start is May 13, that is exactly two
months from this morning? Johnny Boy has the days all marked
off on the calendar, already. We moved the date up so that
we can attend the graduation at the school. We remember how
much pleasure we got last time from the school entertainment
and Mack had to be a flower girl. We expect to arrive the after-
noon or evening of the fourteenth, Will tiy to reach Helena
to stay there over nights

The fishing trip surely sounded good to John and he will
bring all his fishing tackle and Johnny will see that the twenty-two
special goes along for prairie dogs. We appreciate your offer
to have Johnuny stay with you and especially sinee school is
out and Joe will be there for company for him, but after
I thought that was all settled Big John began crawfishing around
to me saying, "It would be kind of nice to have the little devil
go all the way with us,though. I'd like to have him along."

And of course I'd miss him, too, so we shall also see about that
when the time comes, just what we'll doo. It's all going to be
lots of fun and we are looking forward to it. - We are hiking al-
ready,getting in trim. I walked down town the other way all the
way, about three and a half miles in forty-five minutes, a good
steady clip. It's a little harder on pavement, too, than on
country grbundy

1 was getting lunch the other day and standing at my sink.:

I looked out my window and who should I see but Rose come flying

down the street, blooming and buxom, on Elsie's wheel, she was
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dressed in red turtle neck sweater, and tight blue overallss
She'd wheeled all the way in town, she had lunch here, then
rode to Florence's over by Manito, visited awhile, then rode
back home. She said she was having one last fling before spring
planting.

I haven't got around to sending Mack his cookies, yet,
but I must do it one of these days. I don't know when I've
had a busier winter, I have a dreadful time trying to keep up
on my reading, there are so many things to do all the time at
once.

John's sister will have been married twenty-five yeurs
Mareh 17, St. Patrick's Day. We are all going out %o her mother-
in-law's who lives on an adjoiming ranch, Bertha's family doesn't
know we are all cominge: They have been invited at the mother's
there for dinner and so when they arrive there we shall all be
there with presents, and cake, etc. Elsie is driving out Sat.
ahead to play at a dance at Worley Sat. Night. Bertha's two
boys and a daughter have the orchestra and they asked Elsie
to play, too, this time.

Bertha's house has just recently been wired for electricity
and since she has no iron we are taking her an electric one
with automatic control and so forthy

Did you, Alice, have‘to dress your little boys till they
were half-grown? Johnny can do it nicely if he ha® to, but
every morning he weedles me into it. And since I want to get
him to school on time as smoothly and calmly as possible I
sueeumb to his coaxing., He said this morning, "Please dress

me, don't you want to be kind, and besides, it's women's work
to dress little boysi" ---Well, how i= everyone, over there?

We can ; .
N fardly wajt 4o S€€s See how we stagger! Iove to all, (Z.itx
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Wednesday morning; April 8.
My dearest Montana Folks,
Put out your "Yelcome Mat", we think theMillers are

coming over to-walk across it, WE'VE had a feeling for some

time, but weren't too sure. The firemen have been able to

leave ftown lately with special permission and they are allowing
them to vacation put of town, so unless'an emérgency happens

we @an take a Hrip. Wé thought we'd go thru Yellostone first,
and then stop at Bozeman on our way out and sesc Mack ond if

| he

he could take the week-end off and it works out that wsa

o

might drive to Big Sandy with us. Then after our visit at
Sendy we'd come home by Glacier, John's vacotion is from

May 21st %o June,?th,

= B .

ere nre four from Frunk's

i

cor and they say one can get gas in Montana and ldaho and

we can take some extira with use JIT you shoulgd hear they

are rationing gas over there you could let us know.

o

We were so happy to get your letter and know the ohickens

- must keep you busy, Alice, We had the nicest-letter from

Mack and was happy to know he has been doing so well,
I'1]l write him one of these days,

T'm glad you liked the piciurcs. We had guite a number
taken, one of John in his business suit colored and one of
me colored and the colored one is so much better than the
black and white of me that I was sorry I had suny black and
white finished like the one I sent you. They projected it
some way it seems and I do not like it as well., Then we had
a whole panel of_picturézfin different poses in the scout

A

suit and one in & white blouse% when we come over 1'll bring
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them.
Frank-is etill in the hosvital. He wrote they were treat-

ing ﬁis’lung by inflation. ZFoor fellow has been in bed about
five monthéAhow. His céusin, a middle—aged woamn made the
trip from Frisco o see him at Mare Lsland, but they wouldn't
let her in and gaid no one byt a brother, sister,or mother could
visidt gim. The least excitement raises his temgérature.
But he writes cheerful lettersy

The sPrintine is so lovely: our violets, daffodils,
and crocuses are all in bloom, Every one is gardening and

cleaning up their yards and bon fire smoke trails upward smell-
ing so pungent with old dead leaves and weeds,

I laughed so at Johnny,and so did John when I +told him,
Johnny and 2 pak went up on the bluff and after awhile I heard
a terrific bellowing and I looked out the window and here came > !
Johnny, bawling to the skies, one rubber boot off in his hand‘”"ﬂ{’*;k”1/
abl soaking wet. He was yelling "I fell in the swamp, but mg
mama will take cure of me." His” two pals were coming along
with him wide-eye#le with wonder at how he eould-make so muoch noisge,

I"guessy I got Lim on 4@ kitchen chiir and began undressing
him and the louder he bawled, then every once inm a while he'd
stick his hand in his pocket and fish out a piece of candy
and put that in his mouth. X would click agzinst his teeth,

and the syrup would run out the corner of the opemyhowling
mouth, and he never offered hi?p&Ls & piece. Thney kept looking
at him and following the course of each piece of candy to his
mouth ¥@& never a piece did he offer them. He just kept cryingi
"L'm all wet and cold, mama, change my clothes. Put me to bed."
He wasn't much of a boy scout then, just a cold wet §hiv§ring
big baby, but he could still eat candy. John told all the fire-
men and they got gquite a kick out of it.




Monday noon, May 6, 1940

My dearest Alice,

So happy to get your recent letter. I have an idea when it
warms up it won't take long for the snow patches to disappear and
the buds to spring oute. Everything has been blossoming and bloom-
ing here for quite a while. The orchard trees across the street
are all pink and white and we must have a hundred tulips in bloom
beside all of John's rock garden flowers., I have a bouquet of
lilacs on the table now. However, it has surely been wet this
spring., I think I can count on one hand the number of suiny days
we've had, just rain, rain, rain, hardly a Monday we could wash
or hang things on the line for housecleaning. The weather bur-~
eau says the heaviest rain in 47 years. But rain or shine my
two men must picnic and I've pieniced and picniced with the rain
running off the end of my nose on to my sandwichs 1t makes me
think of Seattle. But that's why everything is so green and
all in bloom, I guess, quite early this years

We are taking a couple of our good camp beds with us and the
umbrella tent. It was so much fun sleeping that way in the South-
west last year that we thought we might try in on this trip, but
eat most of our meals in cafes, breakfasts and dinners, but lunch
with us noonse. So I hope it will be warm enough. Of course we'll
have heavy clothes and blankets with us so we ought to be 04Kii

But thereeal jurpose of this letter, Alice, my dear, is to
tell you not to try to do too much in readiness for our coming.
You are busy with your little chickens and other things, and
a0 we all should worry if you haven't got your housecleaning
doney I remgmber,las¥ fall when you were here 1 was swamped
with canning and going to the dentist and had a touch of rheumatism
and was about all in., Therefore I've tried not to do more than
I can this spring. I finally have my housecleaning done, though
Joln and Frank helped with woodwork washing, waxing floors, ete.
But I don't seem able to wash and iron and brew and bake and
eclean all on one day any more, Maybe the old grey mare aint what
she used to bel Ehl What? So don't eclean and bake. We can even
sleep on our camp beds and drink fruit juices out of a tin can,
(we're bringing some with us)if we can save you & few steps. 9o
don't worry if we can't eat off the floord

I can hardly believe dearest ones that we shall be on the
road past Missoula this time next Monday coming over to visit
you good folkset Isn't it Just %oo swellll

John says we'll skip Minot and go thru Glendive angling over
to Aberdeen and save some time and mileages We should reach your
place the afternoon or evening of the l4th., We shall try calling
you up from Big Sandywhen we arrive. Pearl and your daddy are
probably staying at the ranch but we'll go by the town house just
in case they happen to be ind

. So_you better get readyNempo,if ens My two Johns ha
d %. 5 s PO,11I you cCalle y TWOo JO s ve
dpodde g'o tﬂl'lelc%@cleestJolh& oes to Aberdeen, also, so that's settled.

: diers f
something for Catherine and ArgysAn%rbe%g%% %gds%ag%?k'L%%gtb 24

the bushels till we see you all, then some mores:
’ ¢ =)



Thursday, June 27, 1940

My dear Folks,

How's everybodys Rec'd your lovely long letter and as al-
ways was glad to héve the news. Also I had the loveliest letter
from Pearl, and I think she was very pleased over her birthday
party. It was a very nice thing for you and Florence to dos!

How is Kade? I wrote her after 1'd reached home to thank
her for the handles., I felt guilty avout not seeing her againe
She is good -hearted and means well and is always so very friend-
ly to us that I wouldﬁ't hurt her feelings for the world, Iritis
can be quite serious, but I hope she is getting along all right.
What did she do with her youngsters while away?

I thought your daddy might like %o reacd Dorothy T.'s article
in case he hasn't already in some other publication. He likes
her views so much. The pieture of the storm John sends along,
the side about Paw sleeping under the tree. He says it reminds
him of the night Emmet came to his rescue when he was holding
the tent down like a water-swept mariner while the wind blew
a gale and the rain fell. So a thief stole the front door %o
your frat house, Mack, also I saw a picture in our paper of a
group of the R.0.T.C. from Bozeman who are stationed at Fort
Wright for a summer session in soldiering, I believe one of the
names was Lee,l

“ Johnny told me the other day he'd been including in his
prayers at night the request that God meke it possible for him
to go to M. Es Quinn's ranch at Big Sandy in the fire truck to
see good old Joe. I asked , "Why a fire truck?" And Johnny said,
n"So I'd get there faster, without spending hours on the road."
And he and Margaret W. have been playing they were driving
over theres Margaret is always the driver while Johnny stands

up in the make-belive car and shoots buffalo, Indians, and anﬂﬂxgeﬁ
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I heard him shout to her, "Now when you see a mail boX with M. E.
Quinn on it turn up the hill, and there'll be the place.”

When I was reading the paper this morning I heard him yell
at me, "Mama, come quick, something's after me." I ran out and
he was as white as a sheet, "There, in the mint bushes, I saw i¥%
wiggle, 1 thre my Beebe gun at hlm. Haybs it's somethlng escaped
from the zoo," /B.Z Ao ,»: ﬂ”.?fT e iy Bt ff«ifﬂvlf

A new family moved in. the new whlte house w1th the red é&ggwwffw/i
over on the cormer this spring. They have two cute little girls.
The oldest, Sally Sue, Johnny thinks is very nice. He told me
that she asked him if he didn'4 hink she was the prettiest girk
in the worlds, ™What did you tell her?M'Iacked. "Well, I said,
'Sally Sue, I haven't seen all the girls in the worid, so I
can't truthfully say, but I think you must be one of the prettiest,
and if you want to,you can be;gi girl,? You see, mama, if I told
her she was the very prettiest, she'd guit me,‘and I can't have
that happen." Dear me, I'm afraid he's going to be a'devil with
the ladies'like John's brother Fraﬁk;@ Mrs. Walker says Margaret
pouts around and says she doesn't like Sally Sue, and she won't
throw the ball for Sally to catch and she whacked Johnny across
his sunburned back with the baseball bat for being'too nice 1o
Sally Sue.'

The movies of the rattle snake you brpught in Nem are very
good., Everybody Jjust gasps when they see it coiling. And the
pictures of Johnny riding the Shetland are so cute. The wild
cowboys look like real western movies heroes riding their horses
S0 Iercciously down by BEagle Creek. And those that were taken

/1.7

the d&y~¢hq4three boys went to Big Rock show the steep climbing,

and even in the pictures everyone can see Joe's good care of

Johnny, helping him down the sieep ledges and erevices,
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j Kf %;'?3 Aletter just came from Florence Ma.xwell. I do wish that
A EQN’ %, Frank felt he could stay a few days longer so that they could
"H \%.f\\;' run down and see us. 1'd love %o :sgueeze all three of those
if ? j? loveable kiddies again. We could take them to Nat and all have
2{ %'Q&E#: the best ??me. Sometimes a person can really do more things than
-;f %L ;ggjﬁha;thinks he can , stay away a little longer, I mean. 1 was
 ? ?éﬂl f‘ looking at our map of our trip and saw that we couldn't have
&MQiJ is\é been much more than ahundred miles from Butte Neb, when we were
'cf ? % at one point im S. Dak, and I thought we should have driven down
;v%§ti§q§ and looked up your birth place, Nem, while we were that closedl
‘%“’%\f\{x'n be t you'd have liked that, toos
: z; %\ 3 Last night we had the Gormley's over@f@ﬁna steak dinner and
; é ﬁ%\j% fresh cherry pie for dessert. He's on theﬁ?ept. and they just
f>?*‘;_~J&ugot back from Violet's sister's big ranch over in the Bitter roots
5% 1 n:%? Their vacation started just before our's endeds She had the prebt-
§j\l\§\ fi tiest pictures of places there. Al so they have a ranch of threir
A€\3~\\ own there that she inherited from her parents, and a set of cute
5#2?§%§§: cabins with fireplaces in them built for fishermen and hunters
%ﬁ§‘ﬁiq§ by the Skalkaho Falls . They have it a2ll rented out and when
\\'§ é% they retire in about four or five years they will spend their
ssxﬁ » summers there, anyway. They say if gets forty and fifty below
??i%%im there in the winter. But it surely is a beautiful looking coun-
‘Ei;  ; L try. They are a lovely couple and we are very fond of them, Vio-
\\; ‘\A;EE' let and Vern. They have a daughter going to B.College and three
%; %1j1\} years ago their little son aged eEght, tggpjdied. She watched

“ge¥ 0y Johmny all the time so longingly and I could see how she misses
W
Q her boy, but she is very brave about it. When we go to their

2 \
\gxu, \ home she lets Johnny draw on his blackboard and then she leaves
o~ \

\>

3 ) -
X Eygg the pictures thereuntil some other child comes and erases tham+/5ié4é
} \ .‘\x} /:J‘ Y8 ‘
\Q;g§‘vw It comforts her to have childish pictures on the boarde
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Irene and Howard are leaving for New York and other points
east July lst, so we are having them over for dinner to-morrbw
night., We eat most of our evening meals in the back yard, and
it's so cosy with a bright firegmes burning in the rock fire-
place out there, it's always a little cool eveniﬁgs, flowers
all around us and the table and bench there that John made for
the backyard, our gay lawn chairs set out, and the table laid
with a gay cloth and the colored pottery. 1 love the summer-
time. That's what I like about the Galifornia coaste It's
always beautiful summer time in the south therey!

John picked our red currants and I have been making jelly,
also I ground up pie cherries and made a lot of the best jam,
all jelly-like. It's John's favorites

The Hagens ate with us last Sat., nite. Clara tells me Grace
is happy in Minneapolis and is thinking of taking a course in
designing and dressmaXing at the University there. I don't
know whether I told you or not but she is a regular artist
- when it comes to that and has made quite a bit of ioney sewing
for people. She has already taken different courses in it
and her instruetors always told her she was a genius at it and
if she wanted to open a speciality shop of any kind they'd give
her all the support they could. Jay is apparently doing quite
well again, working in the Table Supply in Colfax, He likes it
and Clara felt that if he did well again and leaves drink alone
They might get together again some time, Too bad everybody can't
be happy. Clara‘ngoungep{P:pther Ralph is to be married, Sunday

v itlbeanid o/ cpreorn’

His little gir%(féﬂgb cute, very tiny. John thinks Ralph will
have to keep her in his vest pocket or he'll lose her, Weigqys

about ninety pounds, brown eyes, black hair, Well, love galore
to Alice, Nem, Mack and Joe from the two Jay's and the A.
Regards to Alfred,
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4= my old one. July 24, Westbrooks were nerofy 8re iz o e

> sixties, very friendly and entertaining. You remember them

| don't you, Emmet.,  They were on our old place from 1906 to

? 1908y I stayed out there with them for awhile and certainly

did enjoy them when I was littles Mrse We was always playing
the piano for me. She still plays. A few nights after they
were here we drove out home and they were visiting out therey

so she played the pifio and Elsie, her squeeze-box as she calls
it. Papa and W sat on the steps and talked of eld btimes. Mrs.
W. said she'd played in an orchestra of eight pieces at country
dances for years around Calgary. He farmed at Foremost, retired
in 1937, moved into Calgary and he says his home is one of the
show places of that city now. He owns seven houses in Calgary
and a garage in an adjoining town and made a small fortune in-
vesting in 0il in the fields in Alherta, He has an income of
two hundred a month cleary _They take a big ten-thousand-mile
trip every few years, and have been all over the U.S., Mexico,
gnd Canada. They invited us up to visit them some time. 1%

was a lot of fun seeing them again. They stopped &t Ed Fiteh's

on their way dowm, I think they said he is postmaster at
Simpson, Montana. Tom Westbrook told Papa that Fitch had invest-

one hundred thousand dollars in oil, mortgaged everything he
had and lost it alle. So that's why’he ha% gathing in spfte of

his years of conniving and scheming. He's quite a pathetic
old figure nows
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Elsie and Frank, Florence and Ollie, and John's cousins
Nina and Clarenceeall spent their vacations in Banff this sum-
mer, all went separately, but they were all loud in their praise
of the place and all said the C.P.R. Hotel there was the grandest
any of them had ever seen anywhere, a regular palace of about
seven hundred rooms away up in those mountains and the grandeur
of it and beauty of furnishings surprised them allyl

The folks inecluding Brnie, Tom and Ella were at Boswell for
several days and the boys surely did catch the most wonderful
f%sh and loved it there. _They haven't said anything to me
about going to Montana. I guess they are like Frank Maxwell,
find it impossible to stay away from their place for more than
a few days at a time. I can't understand why Papa thinks he
has to dig like he does. He could get along very nicely without
working., But it must be because he's always gone at such a
pace that he can't let up. The strawberries are beginning again
now, and pretty soon it will be tomatoes.

John has been very busy fire-fighting this summer, had more
fires than usual. I was amused at his telling about the neighbor-
hood kids by the station all playing around the engines. They
even got under the trucks and lay on their bellies, playing lndian,
They'd come whooping and sliding out from under and John said
if there's been a call and they'd had to dash to a fire in a
hurry they'd have run over a dozen kids, so Johmn was in charge
and had to make them all get out much to their sorrow.

Johnny is still heavy on the pop. John made him a big
batch of Root Beer, and it seemed to me my ice box door was being

continually opened, Johnny putting bottle im to cool and taking

those out already colds. The supply lasted no time, and Johniytg
allowance lasts no time, it's spent for pop at once, so John
says if he doesn't quit he will fizz off one of these days and
there'll be a few bubbles lying on the floor, the end of Johnny.

I'm forwarding Aunt Minnie's letter so you can read the
nice things she says about you, Nem, We were surely glad you
came with us and it pleased John to have you like gathering
rocks so well and going snail and fossil-hunting up the river
with him.

I'11 bet Fred was glad to have Walter visit him. He nust
be a very successful dentist and thei trip certainly sounded
interesting to mes!

Note the stamp on the envelope. Joe will probably like it
for his eollections John's been reading a lot of books on
colleeting and there is certainly a great deal to it. His
collections haé-been growing to bea t the band.

We are having an International Convention here the first
week in August. It is a Chief's Convention and all of the
Spokane firemen and their wives are hosts and hostesseses There
is to be a ball at Davenport's also two banguets there, and
a bridge luncheon for the women, The committee women for the
latter bought the gifts for the bridge party the other day and
paid sixty-five dollars for them, so the prizes are lovely and
they have a lot of them. Love to all of you and write when you
can, Johnny still worships joe from afar. Albertas



Avgust 26, 1940

Dear Montana Folks,

Well, how are you all and are you still all on deck? I haven't
heard for about six weeks or more, Had a very nice letter from little
Florence which I enjoyed very much and which made me long to see those
three dear kiddies, Every time we see them eating those bananas in our
movies we are overcome afresh with their charms.

Inclosedkind clippings, a snap taken on the edge of our rock-gdged
pool and pansy bed, a handkerchief I think must be yourﬁﬂﬁlﬁmlCh I
found in my laundry bag upon my arrival homes

Do you recall having met Mr., Goudge? Well, at least you know
Mrs. Goudge---her husband died suddenly this weekend of a blood clot
on his brain. Also came a letter from Jenny Fitch saying Mr. Fitch
had died August 14, and was buried Amgust 17, aged 78---another oléd
Timer gone, We get pushed closer to the front all the time, with
the old guard disappearing one by one. Papa was quite affected by
Fitch's passing, stirred a lot of early day memories in his mind, 1'm
sure,

How is everything with all of you folks, the harvesting, your
very good health, Mack's plans for returninilto college, Joe's high
aims and hopes and so forth and so on% 1Is fred with youl? We see
him mounting the tractor and riding away in our movies. The lMontana
and spring vacation pictures are all very good and we re-live the
trip., We are hoping at least some of you will be over this fall at
fruit time and can view them and see how well you all looke Especially
Joe on the trombone, John wishes for sound effect every time he sees
Joe playing, it's very fine and natural of him. The radioc band concert
played one of his practice piece the other day and made me gquite lone-
some to see him,

£ _ : Bt o :
their guchosy °IROINE Y2 2797800 1HSRe 2RL.D0¥aTd) Sal tndlEe i o
their motor boat on the trailer and off the four of us started for
Copeland about 7 pe.m. We had left Johnny to spend the weekend with
a little friend of his as he didn't care to go with us. We reached
Wilfred's ranch about eleven, He has had the Andrew home made into

a very lovely.comcletely modern home, five beautiful bedrooms. Three
of them upstairs and we slept so well with the cold mountain air
coming in thru the casement windows up there. HHe has a very nice
housekeeper an older woman,Mrs. Ellenson, who is such a good cook
and very loving and kind to his two beautiful curly-haired children.
John was delighted after going to bed to hear coyotes howling and

I think he slept with his head out the window by the bedside all
night,

The next morning the boys put their launch on the river and we
had the grandest ride up and down the Kootenay, although it made me
very sad to ride by your old place and see it in such utter ruin,
Farther up the river along by the place where we took the lunch to the
boys that day long ago, near where Miss Carrol was, we saw a bear come
down and get a drink, swim in the river and then began to frisk on a
loge. Suddenly he saw us bearing down on him in our motor boat, John
photographing him all the while, and my} how he jumped and ran up the
bank into the bushes. Also we saw pheasants, ducks, and cranes. We

then went back to di§ner passed the old weather-beaten Delbohn place,
and Donohoe's, But first when we got out of the boat at the Ferry
after our morning boatride we got into Howan?s car and drove to the

MeAnelly place. The first floor is all that's left staqgin w;}h only
one wall up and the divisions of the rooms marked by two<b4&Ts, also the
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staircase. The floor is all covered with ghatjered plagter lrene
and I walked from one room o ano%her: sayfng,jﬁerg‘é %ﬁe study , herek

the front room, here sat Alice's piano,” I wished I could have turned
the years back for a little while and found you all there and the house
all lovely and homey as it once was, as I stood there and looked around.
All that was left of +the bathroom was the toilet and John seeing 1

felt bad tried to make me laugh by saying to Howard, "Here's a good
toilef I'1l sell you cheap for your motor boate" The yard was all clay
and dried tumble weed, with a dike running near where the front porch
used to be across the front yard. In fact, the whole Valley is much
dryerc and very dusty since they've drained it and all the trees along
the river bank near your place have been cut down but the river is
still pretty farther along. However, they all saythey are getting
fifty-five to scventy bushels of wheat to the acre there this suumer,

I thought it too bad how short-lived so big a house wase! After all

it was not occupied many years before it was destroyed and all the
buildings_are gone, too, but one barn and the roof has fallen in there.
I'm glad I can fmember 1t in every detail anyway, and though it's
changed forever it still lives on in my memorye. It did have an a‘tmo sphere
though I know some of the glory with which I view it was due to the
romantic outlook of my sixzteen-year-old mind. :

We drove to the Andrew Hill place where Jimmy,his wife and two little
girls live and they like it there so much. They lived in ®pokane for
quite a while, The old Chisholm home is vacant. You knew 1 suppose
that old Dan had married again and has s thirteen-year old boy. The
0ld man had a stroke not long ago and is in a bad way.

After we had dinner,wdimmyiand his family came over, and part of
us went by boat and the other half crossed the ferry in the car and
all of us met at the Ralph Kerr place. They say the Kerr's inherited
some money and they have built a beautiful house down nearer the river
but in the most beautiful setting with a nice cedar grove behind it
in which they have a hammock, fountains, flowers, benches and every-
thing very beautiful., They have their own electric plant and their
house is even hezted by electricity. It wa®so lovely and cool and cleean
therewith a beautiful big sleeping porch opening on the cedar groves.
A big flat lawn surrounds the house and they'd had their dinner outsides

_The Bonner's High-School principal, wife and child were thaere

for the week-end. Mrs. Kerr was so glad to have word ou all,
and said, "Isn't it a shame the McAnelly place has fallen nto ruin,
and Mrs. McAnelly had planned that house and was so proud of ige®
She asked how Pearly-Girlie was, said your mother always called Pearl
that, OShe said she'd never forget how sweet and kind Alice was and
how she liked to have you visit her. It was twenty-three or twenty-four
years since I was there with you Alice, but everything began to come
vack, the picture of her aSa nurse, all her crocheting, and quaknt old-
fashioned things. She has a silver coffee service from Norway, spoons
and allyover a h#ndred years old, vases, and that wonderful floor clok
Mr. Kerr made. I told her about your nice sons, and she was happy to
hear sbout them. She showed me a picture of her nice-looking boy
and said he had a year and a half of University and is hoping to go backe.
She told how badly she'd wanted a big family and had ruined her health
for years trying to raise more than one child, Said she wants desperate-
ly now to adopt two little girls, but they live too far from a school.,
She looked very nice and is quite well, now, ie walked up the Canyon

and looked at the ruins of the old log house where tggy used to live.
But oh, the new house 1s just beautiful, all frame 2a has a red roof,

nice porches, beautiful windows.
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I told her 1'd give you her greetings and tell you what a lovely place
.she had. However, Irene and I thought how lonely she must be there in

the winter,

I walked down to the river by way of an old slough and rode back
in the motor boat with John and Howard and the others drove back by
car and crossed the Ferry. Then we went to Andrew's for supper. Ireme
put the children to bed and tucked them in. My! how they do love her,
I admired her all day the way she handled them, She gives them all
the mothering shgagép}whenever she's with them. She let the little
girl fuss with(IP¥ene'/s hair for an hour. Peggy was having such a good
time combing out her pretty aunt's curls. Peggy is five now and George
four and even though they have lost their mother every cne is grand to
them and they are certainly sweet little kiddies. Wilfred just lives
for them and is so gentle and good to them. Peggy Jjust knows where
everything-is end helps so much, She asked Wilfred if we eouldnlt
have dinner out of the pretty glass dishes because it was Sunday and
there was company so he climbed up and got the dishes from the ﬁh
built=ins. He washed them, and I wiped them and Peggy and I selthe
table with them, There is so much peace and harmony there, but I felt
all day how sad Bernice couldn't be living,enjoying those exquisite
children, Wilfred, and that lovely new home, I could feel her absence
all the time I was there. All those dishes and glassware 1 remember
her so proudly showing me before she was married at a shower we all
gave her. Then there was her cedar chest of beautiful linens, most of
them having been embroidered by her. They are saving it all for Peggy
so she will have her mother's hendwork when sheSgrown up. X&Averyone
seems to depend on Irene and she goes around so sweet, smiling,and
efficient in her dear little way helping them all out, advising,and
all of them worshiping,her needing her, depending on hers

We left the Valley about twenty minutes of nine and got back to
Spokane at twenty minutes before midefntht., Irene and I slept in the
back seat while John and Howard took turns drivinge. I really feel quite
tired to-day. I should take Johnny Boy down town and buy him some scho
shoes and longies but I'1l1l have to do that another daye

We had an International Fire Chiefs' Convention here the first -
week in August., Spokane is the smallest city that has ever been prive-
l&ged to have it, but the Chier worked tooth and nail for ite I% broug
over ten thousand dollars to Spokane. <#11 the Spokane firemen and thei
wives were the hosts and hostesses and our parties were all at the
Davenport Hotels It was on for four days. Johnny spent that week at
Grandpa Quinn's and all I did was to go to parties, come home take
baths, sleep, dress and go again., Monday was a dance, Tuesday was
a beautiful luncheon, organ concert, and bridge party for all the
ladies. We were all handed a corsage of roses as we entered, and
given a lovely chicken luncheon, The prizes cost one hundred twenty-
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five dollars, and were lace table cloths, pocket books, traveling cases

and such things., Then Wednesday twenty-three enormous buses took the
the seven hundred visiting chiefs and their wives to Coulee Damn,
We left the Davenport at eight-thirty a.m. John and I were host and
hostess on one of the buses. At the Dam everyone had a lovely turkey
dinner. The trip cost 1739 dollars. Then we got back to town at
seven p.m, and had to rush home, rest, bathe, and dress and go to the

formal vall at the Marie Antoinette Room. The next night was the
formal banquet and we ate from seven until ten, seven courses, the
loveliest food, two dollers a plate, and the loveliest music played

for all the different states, the appropriate songs, and "Sidewalks
of New York" for the New Yorkers. There were Indian Chiefs present
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in all their regalia for the benefit of the Basterners, Indian girls
handed out cigarettes, chieclets, candy, gumj cigarette lighters and
eversharp pencils were at every plate as favors, and little Indian
tepee incense burners. The lce cream was molded in the shapes of
roses, lilies, and all sorts of things. The little cakes were
frosted with a fire chief's head on them, all in all 1 never saw
sueh grand entertaining in my life., And of course there were cock-
tails all the time in the cocktail room, but I don't indulge so that
part didn't impress me. However, there were lovely people here,

and of & very high class, and. 1 didn't see anything but what was
entirely proper. John and I just followed the southerners around to
listen to their accent, They are such smooth, soft-spoken people
and so very charming. We met some people by the name of Millers
from Florids and were with them a great deals They have invited us
to park our trailer inm their back yard when we retire. “lso we

made friends with people from Louisiana and California., I don't
beli%e I every had such a busy summer., S0 many people have visited
spom' out of town and I've had them for dinner. I also had a neighbor -
hood supper in my back yard one evening last week. Lveryone brought
something, but ;tiuﬁnished the main hot dish for seventeen people

e

and made severd apple pies on which we served ice creapgs!

Well, you probably won't be able to read all this letter in one
setting, but I thought you might like to hear of the Bonner tripe.
Also, I meant to say that Chief Miller from Florida is a fine singer
and his people were all theatrical people. He, himself, was trained
to sing by Al Jolson., Two school teacher, pretty young girls, both
fine pianists were traveling with the Millers and I enjoyed comparing
teaching notes, education, and methods with those in their part of
the country. I must take a nap. Write one of these dayse
Bless you all and good luck to every one of you.

Lovingly, Alberta.

g re ' ar & Pee
Gu%ﬁri%, Eﬁntﬁ%%d%g(f%%fi%ggu%h%tyggé ﬁ% %gée?hgﬁgpﬁogg%kDgﬁghur8&¥lto
dinner one evening, She said they had a lovely time. His wife was out
of town and he was lonely.

Alice, what was the name of the woman who hcd the two littlie boys
who lived up in the hills mow, you remember the cold pancake episode at
her house?

When Mrs. Kerr asked how you all were in Montana I told her that
I was sure you'd all been very happy over there, in fact that you really
liked it better and were all more content and had better health than
when you lived at Copeland., I told her you'd all made friends and had
been quite satisfied with the country there, and she was glad that all
was well with you alls

BEmmet, I've been wanting to ask you this question for some time,
and really meant to when I talked with you, but it alwags slipped ny
mind, John and I are making out wills for the first time since we've
had Johnny and the questien of his guardianship has come up just in
case anything should happen to us both. John and I both are thoroughly
agreed that we'd like to have you first of all in such an exigency for
his guardian, We know you and Alice would be kind to him and we could
trust him to you. There would be,I feel confident, enough money from
the sale of our property, imsurance, etec. to take care of him and see
him thru colleges So if you are willing we shall name you as guardian

when we f£ill out the forms. —

5



Sunday, Oet. 13, 1940
Alice's birthday.

Dearest Alice,

Well, I expect you Montana folks are all together in one house
or another to-day celebrating your birthday. Write me about it, won't
you? We were happy to have your letter and to know the big brother
arrivefhome safely, sorry you couldin't come, bubt terribly happy I
got to see hiryv nyow, It was nice having direct word of you &ll,
including Mack and Joe, How are both boys now?

You see the abové clippinz., However,it was a light case and the
doctors are confident she will be entirely well. They thought she had
flu, then suddenly she couldn't move her right leg; they took tests and
decided it was paralysis. They have the leg in a cast now to rest the
muscles and she is doing fine, can move the ankle and toés of the
affected foot already. We were over there for dinner the-night she
had a fever and was cominﬁ/ddwn with it. Edna thought she had a cold
and so. Johnny didn't go near her, however he was in the same room and
played with her toys S0 the doctors said he had a direct exposure any-
way and to isolate him for fourteen days. I.never realized how much
he liked school, He cried so hard because he has to stay home. But 1
do all I can to amuse him and it's hard for him to be away from all
his buddies., However, I'm not afraid for him, he's fiﬁe, and we have.
only four days to go now, and I never saw him so peppy in his lifes
It's a wonder the roof doesn't'flyrsff, he saws away on his mouth organ,
sings at the top of his voice,(hot too harmoniouslgy Jigs, and Jjust now,
I found the wet dish rag hanging on my nice white kitchen indirect
lightinggkgy; dripping down from the ceiling where he had given it
a heave in his great hurry as he dashed thru the kitchen, so I had to

stand on a chair take the dish cloth off and hang it out to dry. I t&e
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§‘ him for walks on the bluff and with his B.B. gun along we play we are
hunting lions in Africa. I wade thru swamps, climb rocky eliffs, and

follow pine needle-strewn paths with him for miless And only now and

then I am aware that I haven't this week's washing or mending done.
He returns to school Friday the 18, Gloryy Halleljulahd/

‘John and I went to a wedding at the Catholic Church at six o'clock

yesterday morning. John got up, down at the station at twenty minutes
of Tive and.;,thinking he'd be%hungry before the wedding breakfast was

served was sympathizing with him and to mﬁ surprise he said, "™ou don't
catch me going to ever & wedding mass wit out my morning coffee, I made

j me two cups before I came home., I woke up and dressed &s soon as he
Qx ‘ got here and it seemed funny to be dressing up SO fineat nalf-past five

{ in the morning. 1 staggered down the steps with him to the car ?%iéﬁf‘%ff

Uil asleep and then when we got to the church the bride and groom were. eel
ing at the altars There was so much form and routine and John said they
surely should stay married after so long and involved a ceremony. When
the wedding was over at about seven we went to the apariment where the
pair will live, for the wedding breakfast, 5She is a graduate nurse and
will continue “with her position at Sacred Heart, theﬁ?ore she chose
an apﬁtment quite near to the hospital. The mother and bride's

cougins served us the loveliest brea¥fast, fruit cup, chicken a la
) S N king, hot rolls, makmalade, ice cream in wedding bell shape, and
‘% NS beautiful three-tiered wedding cake which completely covered a round

‘Y ! table, it was so huge. There were about thirty there for breakfast.

\’ The couple left amid a shower of rice for their trip and we stayed and
> looked at presents and visited a, little. There were the loveliest
ﬁ\§§yoses on all the tables and eveFy was so bright and new and handsomes'

It was still only a quarter of nine when we got home, Johnny Boy had
just got himself dressed and was bringing in the milk from the front
> porch in sort of a lost, lonesome way when we drove upe 1 got him a
nice hot breakfast, packed a lunch, changed clothes and we three went
to the lake for the days

Did I tell you John got a good buy on some'lake property and boughtt
four lots this fall? The next day he sold one of the lots and a part
£ one we had retained from our other property, so now we have three
on the same bay where our cottage was. We have a fine spod near the
beach selected for another cottage and we measured and stepped it oIff,
yesterday., We built a big beach fire, had our lunch and spent the
afternoon riding around the lake, It was an ideal fall daye!

A week ago to-day.l had thirty people here. Bertha and her family
came in from the ranch and were here for dinner, making fourteen.
Then in the afternoon all the town relatives came over and all had
supper here, tho for the evening meal several brought cakes, butter,
S rolls, cheese, ete. Bertha's daughter Kgtherine had just been married
and so I was havimg a dinner for the family and a shower for her with
other relatives later the same day. I had the tables fixed so nice
{ and roses on the bride's table, cute little bride and groom favors,
o nut cups and place cards for everyone, She got some lovely things and
everybody was quite gay. The Mc Gregors couldn't come as Gloria was
"\ sick and all of us thought it was just flu until the doctors decided
Qﬁi “differently on Monday. Monday morning I was picking things up around

_here and Johnny asked, "Mommy, may I have a piece of cake?" to which I

&answered, "Wes." In great surprise Johnny said, "WHy, Mommy, you must
f\ : . .
. be out of your mind this morning, I've already had tpree piecess" VWhlGh
of cours‘q6 was a great surpise to me_as I haan't noticed what was going
e

one He'd been eating left-overs, Well, write us. Love to all, L ey



Thursday, Nov. 28, 1940

My dear Alice, , &

Many thanks to you all for the nice little Mt. Rushmore towel
and the birthday letter., How are you all, and are you celebrating
Thanksgiving to-day or did you celebrate it the 2ist? 1t was god
to hear from you again as it seemed ages since we did, but we know
how busy you always are, how much you have to do and also that I1've
scarcely found a minute to write letters myself this fall.

G@ing to nite school in addition to other activities has cert-
ainly kept me on the jump, twenty-four sessions since Emmet was
here, but it will be oygr Dec. 12, and I shall be a little freerer.
One week I've had a neiborhood boy stay with Johnny for two hours
two evenings a week at'twenty-five cents an evening and the alter
nate week John stays with him, and there have been several nights
when John sat by the cosy warm fire place popping corn, papers and
magazines scattered around his easy chair when I'd have liked to
stey home too, but anything once begun must be finished and so I
keep on. I'm sure I have got a lot of good out of it. Especially
have I enjoyed the public speaking class in which we must give a
speech every time and that's been good practice. The class has
so many interesting members and the talks have been splendid. 1t
was strange the evening that I was going to tell about Mt. Rushmoe
that very aftermoon came your little towel, so I took it along
with my pamphlets, pictures, and a piece of granite to show the
elass as I talked. Everyone seemed to enjoy hearing about it vely
much and the exhibits made it more interecsting. Some evenings
we draw our topic out of a hat after we get up to the front of
the room and without even a moment to plan our speech we start
in and talk and it's surprising how well every one does, just
as well as if they had prepared. However, it is an advanced class
in;ﬁRE&%ﬂ°: We have & number of salesmen, a dramatic teacher or
two,4an S0 on, SO we are never boreds

The Book Review course has been wonderful, too, and we've
had so many grand book reviewed and I have read a great number of
fine books this fall as a consequence, many of them, non-fiction,
on the war, "Inside Europe" and so forth., The trouble is I get
all gooseflesh and so impressed and wide awake that 1 have a hard
time sleeping when I come home, but I have been crazy about ite

Then, I think I've told you I've been program chairman for

the scehool P.T.A. and have had to plan all the programs, secure
speakers and entertainers, and introduce them all to the audience
before they begin. Also I'm membership and projram chairman for
the Scribes' Club, belong to the Firemen's Auxiliary, and our
Friendship Club which has been sewing for the Red Cross this fall.

I had a very nice birthday this year. All the Miller ladies
came over and brought me gifts, they also brought cakes, coffee,
cream and everything needed for the party. When they were here 1
sent for little Mrs. Walker to come over also, you know how well
she loves parties.

Thanksgiving, the 2lst, there were twelve here for diunner,
all the family and Archie, also Ethel, a friend of Elsie'se.
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I roasted.a delicious, tender, seventeen-lb., turkey, and’
made all the trimmings; since it was Elsie's birthday, too, Ella
brought in two lovely cakes, a white one, and a chocolate one,
each a mile high and decorated so beautifully, she's getting
better and better with her cooking and is quite professional, now
She goes to cooking school every week and with her beautiful elec=
tric mixer and new electric range she is just going to towni I
bought ice cream and Rose brought a big jar of corn and a big jar
of cepnami—one 0f string beans, I had an enormous glass dish of
bananas, apples, oranges and grapes, green and purple for the
table centerpiece, imiAtation turkeys made from pine cones walking
up and down the center of the table, yellow candles,and at each
place a small chocolate turkey standing up on the place cards

The folks probably told you, that Papa had an operation and
though we were all pretty worried for several days he came thru
it in fine shape but the folks are having an awful time keeping
him still. I was talking to Rose just know and she said he fell
yesterday and hurt himself a little. He came in and said he was
trying to tatch the horse in the corral; trying to head him off
he fell down. He said, "I couldn't catch him, the bugger had
four legs and I only two so he won out and I fell down!" And
here,he should be staying around the house taking it easyl When
I saw Papa in bed in the hospital it came to me with a shock that
was the first time in all his long life I'd ever seen him laid up
in bed, That's a pretty good health record. He surely hated to &
but it was a case of living or dying so he couldn't get out of it.
However, he took it very well and the nurses made guite a fuss
over him, told him what pretty hair and complexion he had and what
a nice patient he was and how much they thought of their own
daddies, and really, he began to like them all so well he said he
didn't want to go homel Which shows what & woman's sweet smile
and tender care will do for a man whether he's seventeen or sgzgptylz

When the family were here Thanksgiving we decided to draw
names for Christmas, so that we each would have to buy Jjust one
gift. We are cutting out Xmas-gift buying more and more, not
giving to anyone anymore except the few gift exchanges in clubs
and the family here. John's sister's family and we stopped long £0,
so what do you think of you folks and us and the folks at the
ranch not exchanging either? I just talked to Rose and she felt
as I did that Christmas giving has become quite a commercial
racket, They take away all the freshness and real meaning of
Christmas with their ceaseless advertising and when Christmas
comes we are all so tired of it that we scarcely enjoy ite I
think it's better to réﬁ%%er people at other times of the year
if one feels like it and'one can still think the world of a per-
son without gift-giving, so what do you say we stop it, too? It
will save so much time and stress and save getting the wrong thing
for a person, besides, which usually happens in the ends So Rose
says for you not to send the wuinns nor the Millers packages and
we shall also refrain.

Glorea McGregor is up and around but drags her right leg, yet,
she is very nervous and her parents have to be so calm and patient

:ith he;, bgt tpey feal shq yillfoe all righta%nttime, £tv? t%% ng.
ohnny and a 0 ou} d ubs_as evers
Joe? dWeo a%gni%nﬁad a igt%%r fromsygﬁ %ﬁispgear,sJoey, wﬁat's Yne

matter, my boy, my boy? Johnny still talks of you. Well, so long
everybody. We %33 §ﬁfﬁea E&ﬁ%topﬂogg your finding the way out for«b*@u&tx
s LS Ve ’ Tl nCas ‘
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and the dress is going to be sweet on her. ‘It's piped with blue |
and ha® blue buttons all down the front. Also,I'm making a soldie
blue crepe dress for:-myself the exact shade of)a soldier blue hat

I bought the other day with a saucy feather iy it. I'll wear the
outfit to appear before my P.T.As I also bod? a peautiful new
formal "dress for our Christmas bangquet and pé%ty4we, the Friendship
Club, give every year at a down town hotel for our husbandse It '
is the prettiest dress I ever had in my life and John thinks so

too., It is turgoise blue taffeta, very heavy. The neck is low

and square with tiny velvet flowers in wine and blue and gold
encircling ite. The bodice is tight and is shirred all across the
front‘with a pointed waistline and the skirt is very full and tounhes
the floor all around. The sleeves are very puffed, short and have .
a tight band around the upper arm. Well, so long.

A,
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B, 1618 Seventeenth Ave,
Spokane, ¥Washington

December 17, 1940

My dear Montana Folks,

: Well, now that Mack is home your family ecircle is
complete. I happened to look at the calendar the l4th
and thought, "This is the day Alice has been looking for
Mack to come home." And I know he's glad to be with the
home folks and to have some of mother's good cooking.

We bought a nice red fir Christmas tree last night from
a farmer boy who had a truckload,selling them from house to
house. He came from Springdale,and his sister, a high school
girl works for one of our neighborse It stands in our front
hall and when Johnny comcs home from school and daddy from
down town it will be decorated. Then we shall have an early
supper and go up to the school auditorium for the Program
the sehool kiddies are putting on to-night instead of our
wsual P.T.A. meeting. We will serve punch and imas cookies
to the school children and coffee to the elders.

Ty-morrow I am going to bake Christmas cookies and g
told Johmny Boy when he came home Trom school and serubbed
his hands he could help me dgcorate them and he is looking
forward to it. The snow flakes are fluttering down this
afternoon and it's beginning to look real Christmassye

The salvation army has been singing carols all thru

the residential sections this winter. The other night they
sang carols on our corner under the arec light and they sound-
ed like an angel choirs they sang end played their band in-
struments so beautifully. Soon there was & knock &t the door
and there stood & pretty little lassie, about sixteen, with
her tambourine. I asked her in while I got her some change
gnd she was very pleasant.

They were singing over 1in Edna's neighborhood last weex.
Glorea heard them and wished they could come nearer, S0 Bob
went out down the street and asked them if they'd come and
sing for his little sick girl. They gladly came and played
and sang in front of the MeGregor house, right on the lawn,
Edna had a big fire in the fireplace and went out and asked
them in. She had just baked cookies and she hurried and
made them hot chocolate and they put on a real concert be-
fore the fireplace while waiting. They asked if the McGreg-
ors would like to have them pPay for Glorea and so they pray-
and Edna couldn't keep the tears back., Glorea can't walk
yet very well, and when she is in a hurry she either crawls
or scoots along the floor on her hips, but of course, itls
rather soon yet since her illness. Bob gave them a dollar
for being so kind to Glorea, and it pleased Glorea so %o
have them there. She plays the piano very nicely herself.
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Elsie, Frank, Joann, and Mother M, were here for Sun
day dinmmer, and we had such a nice day. ZFrank was fascin-
ated at the big rattler in our movies that Nem brought in
from the field. Elsie thought the little Maxwell girls
were the dearest things and said, "L'1l bet they don't have
to be coaxed to eat, look how plump they are." I'1ll wager
they are pretty thrilled about Christmas coming, along with
Tommy

Well, my night school is over and it's surely nice ®
have more nights at home., Though I must say I surely enjyed
the classes., One night I was hurrying up supper so as %o

get to school on time and I burned my finger on the stove.

I wes dancing around the room holding it when Johnny came in.
I said, "Oh, Johnny, I just cooked my finger." He looked at
me with a twinkle in his eye and said, "Well, mama, why didn't
you take it off the stove before it was done.?"

Johnny was in an Indian play at school.a few weeks ag0.
John asked him about it and said, "How did your play come outb
to-day, was it good?" Johnny answered, "I couldn't see its I
was in it." Then when John asked if the audience enjoyed it
and could he tell by the expressions on their faces if they were
pleased or not, he said, "I don't know, I was afraid I'd laugh
so I looked at the floor all the time."™ He must have been some
brilliant actor. He came home last Friday saying the teacher
had moved him four timeg that day to different. deskgso he could-
n't have fun. He said, "And do you kmow, mama, she couldn'?
find a place in the room to move me where I didn't have friends?
I just had the best time wherever I went."

Johnny made the nicest doll house for Margaret Walker for
Christmas, It was all his idea and John just helped him the
littlest bit. He even painted it himself and did a fine jobs
So then I spent two days making furniture for it and it surely
is lovely. I made a cute little overstuffed davenport covered
with cretonne, a dressing table with silk flounces and organdy
frills from my scrap bag, and I bought a tiny lamp and some other
things, including a cute little bathroom set, bath, toilet,and
pedestal wash stand.s With the bath set came a pink, naked
baby doll. And now what do you think, I don't know whether
the bathroom idea was so good after all or not? Every time 1
pass that doll house that little naked baby is sitiing on the
toilet ag real as life with the toilet seat up behind it. When

my men folks have gone, one to school, and the other to the station

there dolly sits, left that way either %o sheek or amuse me 1
don't know which and I have to laugh. HNow Margaret being a

nice sweet imnnocent little girl will probably have dolly look-
ing out the window , or in the bed, or on the davenport or
chair, but these two boys of mine never, it must be dolly on the

pofdty or nothing with them!

Did I tell you about the card party and dance we had at

Z 5 %
ogr schoole I had to secure the music so I hiredthe orchestra
with whom Elgie plays and they surely did furnish peppy music and

ggqh@&_an awfully good time. Also we gave door prizes and I
as prize chairman and got eighteen prizes, bought some and
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solicited others from stores. I made a presentation speeeh with
each prize I gave,when the numbers were drawn. And do you know

when John and I were shopping for the prizes, I never sewso many
cute things in all my life and 1 was sO SOIIy I wasn't sending

you & Christmas box. I came home and told Rose by phone that N

I didn't think it was a good idea not to send a Chrisimas box
to Montana and she said, that you folkxs would probably be much

relteved becauseit's slways a worry what to get and hard to shop
where yvou don't have a lot of stores to select from. She said
she still thought it a good idea, and I hope she's right, Of
course the cost of postage is the worst and one can't very well
mail awkward things., Well, anyway, we will send you a lot of
love and best wishes,.

all for anything? What about the bank®?are MeNanara's still run-

Now +that the big store is closed,_is the building used at
ning it? And do the families live there in Big Sandy yet?

How is Kade now> Better, I hope. What about 4lfred Ophus?
I thought he had such a nice pleasant personality. Nice person
to have around.

Papa is fine, seems to be getting stronger all the time.
We are all going out there Christmas Day. KElsie won an eight
pound turkey and the folks will pay the difference and get
a large one for the holiday dinmer. Twilight is settling
down upon us now, Johnny came in and raided the cookie jar and
took an orange and apple too, how he does eatd I swear I don't
know where he puts it all, but I guess that extreme activity
of his consumes it all,and he is growing to beat the band. John ;
says he hopes he doesﬁﬁt get too tall, because men who are too N\
tall are no good, and he's going to put a boulder on Johnny's N
head pretty soon if he doesn't slow up a little, so he won't
shoot up too high.

Well, Joey-woey, what's the matter? Never a line do we
hear from you. How is everything any way and don't you like
us any more? Do you know what the big toe said to the little
toe?---"Look out, there's a big heel behind youl"

"Junior, what are you doing? Sawing'off the piano legs.
Well, that's all right, darling, 1 thought you mizsht be into
some mischief, " %

The fire laddies had & third alarm fire Saturday night
at & beer parlor, apartment house, and store building. Five of
the firemen were hurt and taken to the hospital. But none \
seriously, thank goodness. They just got back %o the station
at six in the morning after fighting that fire all night and Q&i
were called to a fire at the White Pine Lumber Co. And they
were there until ten. So John came home and slept from ten-thir- :
ty until one when the Millers came for dinner and I had to waken Q%\
him, but a couple of hours of sleep does & lot for him,

Well, Emmet, Alice, Mack and Joe, have a good time all this
Christmas season., Be glad you are_all together and well and
happy and maybe fat an sas%y& Al o% ﬁsgwisﬁ ygu t‘eLﬁapp%est
New Year and a very Merry Christmas. Please write to usg and tell
us all of your doings. We get hungry for a good letter and news

of you. Very lovingly us three, John, Johnny, and Me. C?ZZQZZZé;%>






Sunday night, Feb., 16, 1941
My dearest Alice and Emmet,

Well holler to Joe about not fettlng an, letters
one day and the next day comes a fine Ietter from you,

Alice., It was good getting the news and hearing about
everybody. Too bad about Mack not getting the medal
for his boxing, however,perhaps now he won't be in-
terested in it further which I think a very good thing.
To my mind, ¥WO0 human being batting away at each other
is a terrible waste of power., #4And I think prize-
fighting the most despicable of sports, ZFine physical
specimens of men getting their noses broken, blinded
Ifor11fe, their teethhr knocked out and so on @nmd so0 fortih,
all to entertain a barbaric audience, which practic: makes

me think of the gladiator fights in ancient noue,
Shades of Sister Bilkus, Carrie Nation, and Carrie

Chapman Catt! Rah} Rah! Rahl! There ale‘many who
might call me that after expressing the above opinion,
as there are plenty who like to see such sports,

but not for mine,

I'm sending Joe's snaps back, they are very good,
especially the one of Mack on the tractor which shows
the flatness of the country and is a typical Montanmnec
scene., 1t's fine Joe for you to go to Helena to play.
I was certainly interested in the Italian Musician and

his wife,

I meant you to keep the group of the three of us
at the table, Alices I think Johnny has such an angelic
expression and John looks sweet in it, too.

Also I send the picture of Leedice's daughter,
Esther, and Jimmy the dark boy, and James, the fair
one, aren't they bright looking? Esther is a fine
musieian, composes music and plays in the adult class
of composers. She has won many honors, already.

Then there is Arnold Cummings with two of the Kootenay
Lake fish he caught. I inclose a big envelope so

you can return then at your leisure, the two pictures,
Christmas cards, Tomeand: ‘

Last night Irene and Howard took John and me on
the loveliest party for Janice, Milton's wife who is
visiting her parents here from Minnesot®. OShe's re-
turning soon to Milton,so Irene and Howard are showing
her a good time., Also,Iren's aunt went with us. ohe
18 smdll and res emuWes Irene, the aunt, I mean. They

took us to the Plantation which i% on the outskirts
of Coeur d 'Alene for “*w‘,; dance, The six of us
had the loveliest dinner served so beoutliully while
an orchestra of men in white satin blouses, sashes

end trousers played beautiful music. There was &
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roaring fire in the fireplace and we danced and ate
until twelve o'clock midnight, then drove back to
Spokene. It was a very nice respectable crowd that
danced there. So many road houses get rowdy, but
this is a very high class places

I inclose the invitations to our tea which we ran
off on & mimeograph. I didn't have anything to do with
the design on its cover, but I made- u> the verses, and
secured the musician and the head librarian to give the
book review.

That advertisement was most unusual to say the -

least. It certainly would atiract attention bub=dg-—you —

suppose it helps sales any? I took it along last night
to show Howard and Irene and they laughed about it.

7%7

Edna McGregor entertained the Audabon Story lLeague
at her home for a dessert luncheon and program and
she asked John and me to bring our travel movies, .
especially the cliff dwellings, Navajo, and Canyon picturesf\{
and we did. John showed them and I told them all about :
them and they seemed to think the progran interesting. 3\
Little Gloria started back to school two weeks ago, the :
Spring term, and every one is so good and kind to her
at school and she is so happy to be back. - She can walk
fairly well, and the children always take her hand
and help her. One of her knees is stiff, but the; have
hope for its complete recovery to normaley, tho it takes
time., We are all so glad. ES

I'm sure Pearl's candlelight tea was very lovely.

e = —4

And the food sounded so good., Women love teas, I think &3;

they are delightful., But John doesn't. Juanita Miller
invited me to a tea she gave where she presented her

“son Jack's new wifee. 1L was a very lovely arffair and

seventy ladies came and went all afternoon. There was ’

a background of lovely music, beautiful flowers, and S
dainty food. John called for me and since Juanita knows §\
him so well she asked him in to have refreshments, also.

So in he came and I was proud of him,he was so dignified Q§‘§
and charming,and met the ladies. But when we were

coming home he looked at me and laughed and said, "If

you ask me, a tea is a hell of a dead party. What women
enjoy in walkling down a receiving line shaking hands so
deintity, then sitting in circles and sipping tea and ‘
coffee and eating sandwiches and cakes the size of postage'$§
stamps is a mystery to mel" But then, he's just a .
mere man, and it's ladies business to keep their doings

a mystery to the male sexXe %ﬁ/

Well,ﬁdgar bro%hfr, %g@,ﬂ{ hope yo& %ge feel%n
etter,. and be. carefu o flu wis D 1} 8 Y £

, shacfo opreralys AR edu gl 30l o umaTnal
goefhglqu_lrfg a‘f %fo%jv?fﬂ? r?él%oxiénevxfo%. %gy poorbheai flut-
ered al v 114 harel — =
e’whiis. Pt %%c§10a§00£ %ﬁélfet%g§l¥ o%gdhggylor
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Dear Alice and Emme?t,

Thanks for the good letter and all the news, Still it
rains. We never experienced such a rainy year in our lives.
Johnny is beside himself, even woke up at three the other
morning and I heard him pattering around the house in his
bare feet crying because he heard rain on the roof again
when he'd hoped at bedtime it was clearing ub. 4l1so he looked
out the window and couldn't see his bicycte. A boy had borrowed
it the nite before and since Johnny couldn't see it he thought
the boy had returned it and some one had stolen it, because
it wasn't in its accustomed place., He couldn't go back to
slegpso I threw a coat over my head and went out in the pour-

ing rain and darkmess of three a., m. to look for it. And it

Wos 1ying goWn on whe cidewall where the boy lefH st instend — o

of where it should have been)safe by the back door, So *
guided it around and when I came in my pajama legs were soaked
and also my bedroom slippers so I had to changejand got into
bed shivering and the next morning had a sore throat and lumbago,
was in bed all day yesterday. But little Johng}s, "Mama, yod}e
wonderful to do that for me, "™ was sweet praise just the same.
I'm better to-day so all three of us and Johnny's pal, Merlin
are going to the Orpeum to see "Beyond Bengal" an animal and
travel picture and the photographer is also g here in person
to talk., I have two gooseberry pies and a Devil food cake to
my credit on the kitchen table and Johnny Boy and his pal are
beaming,.

1 was very proud of my big John., He passed third high,
the first man is only two points above John, and the second man

a tenth of a poinﬁ,so it was very close. A captain will be chosen
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from the first three, and even if John doesn't happen to get

the first appointment it won't be long until he gets one. Then
with the raise the first of the year and the sixteeqzmore for
the capfain’s wage, he'll get one hundred, ninetys Did I tell
you that before? A4lso it seemed to me as I wrote the last time
that I was telling about Johnny and his fish twice, so forgive
me if I repeat, I write his doings to John's sister, also;
and I can't always remember just what I wrote and %o whom.!
About the Csnada trip---Some time ago L wrote to lMrs.

- Cummings reserving two of her cabins., Irene and Howard are
going and are‘téking Irene's aunt, then they wiik stop at
Bonner's Ferry and pick up Wilfred.and his three children,
They will star£ the morniné of the Fourth and return

Sunday, while we three will start the morning of the third

*

and returp thevadtemnoveon—of
Mw," = A

;@@ﬁﬁﬂ‘ﬁﬂﬁiis.wcck“ﬁn thé‘coasf as much as usual since he had his exam
on his mind and felt that he should get home to study. That
is why he is taking off two days the first week in July, making
him five days to vacation, We are taking our tent, too,and
thought one of the men and some of the children could sleep

- in that since there will be quite a few to bed down,

I asked Papa if he thought I should write to Mrs. Cummings
to reserve another cabin, they have three there, for you folks
but he said, "No, if the Montana boys come they can sleep most
anywhere, and besides I think she's renting that to some folks
from Creston,™ Rose says she is going, also,and taking Papa,
Elsie, and Ernie. But Elsie says,ﬁnotshe has to play somewhere
Saturday nite andldoesn't want to go. <apa says he can't get
away and fhat‘s the way it goes, so I can't tell about them.

So they said they'd take a chance on getting bedded somewhere
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)‘§) %\5. if they go. ' They don't want to make reservations unless
i\‘ they are sure,
: c%b We'd just be ever so happy to have you come and I feel

§
d

quite sure Cummings can fix up some extra beds, they have B

/) e Pl

= § a lot of bedrroms in their big log house, and then you three

men can eat in my cabin with us three for at least two meals ‘ :gl
a day and then the third meal we shall probably all picnic

together., 1 can take enough dishes and food along and we

won't get any bologna, either, #em, we'll have swell big

Wy

§§:§; salmon and char to ea@lanywayjand I'11l take flour and fat

to fry them, Howard is taking the big motor of his boat to

y

use on Ray's big boat,

g . This i8 a suggestion., 1 thought you may not want to
T

§ §
§.4§$;)stay up there with us five da&s and in that case on your

,\A way over you could just go thru Port Hill to Creston, you'd
know wether to turn at Bounner's or before you get that far

and we could be looking for you up there, I think it's §

only about fifty miles from Bonner‘w Then if the folks uon't E\\

go to Kootenay Lake you'd probably feel you had to leave beiore

7 Core k)
| 7&; »

S
M/O

we did and you'd have your own car to come down here with

whenever you got ready. But if you feel you can spare more

bedding on probably and all go in our car and it would be fun,

- ,,.1‘!
Rl
/
A 7;,/

We leave early the third. Papa was so glad to hear you might
come and said it would be fine if we could all be together at

béootenay dzke againe, So think it over and work out your plan

@b?ﬂ/?ﬂ*

and we'll make arrangements accordingly.

The folks are still selling berries. Whenver it dries out

time and could be here by the second we can tie our tent and I§

D :
a little they have thsity pickers and pick like fury. Well,

e

lunch is about ready and here is hoping we will see you. Q%

afraid you won't have much of a rest, as you say you will, Alices



July 16, Mack's Blrthd@y
1941

Dear Alice and Emmet and boys;
3o glad to receive your nice long letter, Monday, Your
new truck must be very nices, You didn't say what make or color.
Well, Mack I should have wished you many returns of the
dayjsooneg’so that you would have received them by to-day.

But many happy retufns, anyway, for you.

Hope the rain has stopped and that conditions will be just
lehf for your crop.

It has been quite hot here lately., But now that John has
weeded, trimmed up the back lawn around the kitchen door, and
cultivated all his flowerﬁﬁit looks orderly and cool here,
and we've been sitting in our lawn chairs evenings with the

sprinklers g01ng and ice cubes Cllﬂklnﬁ in our glasses of

e TR — e e e -

water,

I inclose the lace wafer recipe Ruth used. However, they
run allover the pan made with the old-fashioned rolled oats
which is theldlufl.have on hand, but I am going to get some
of the quieck oobking kind so mine will be like Ruth's., I made
these just like this the other day with my slow ocats but I added
one half cup of flour so they were all right but quite lacy
as 1 guess they are supposed to be with little open places
in'them, but as i said before I like them thicker like Ruth
McGregor!s,

Sunday we took Mother Miller and Uncle Justice out to

Bertha's,some 0thers of the relatives were there and we all

pienicked down on %ﬁir beach at C 'D 'Alene ?ake.tShe had
)
lovely young browned chicken and all the other things and a

big freezer of ice cream,
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The day after we got home from Canada Ralph came home
from the hosgpital and stayed with us for a week, He was in
bed most of the time and I kept hot packs on his leg a great
deal of the time, but he is up and around now and staying
with his cousin down near Mother M's, for a few days having
fun, They go driving a little and visit around. His blll ;t; >
at the hospital for four months wag& a thousand dol iggvéﬁécﬁd e
he thought that wasn't toopad as it included docotréjjgoo,
and he went to the surgery nine times, f

Monday I went to the doetor as the pain in my shoulder .
blade has been worse, and as usual they tell you nothlnb,:éave
me pills; had them sent up; they are as big as quarters and
bright red., I've a notion to send them back and tell him ¥ed .
doesn'?® ;Ulb my color scheme. However, he said there was some

— . o e — ——

infection because there was a little pus in the kidneys, also

much phosphates which show an alkaline condition of my system, {?&i
(What was Emmet's alkaline or acid?) But he told ggotoo, orages, ¥7§3

&y
lemons and grape fruit weren't too good for me either as they .:§4§

become alkaline in the body and I already have emough, I
looked up phosphates in the doc®@? book and it said they came
from gout or too high-living. Tchli Tchl Why Albertall And me

who goes to bed nightly at nine, never smoke nor drink, and §
afraid too eat sweets and pastries and gravies) Something's ‘¥Q £
wrong somewhere} He said if the pills do not cure me he will %3\ é
put me on an acid diets—I1 have the house nice and cg@l and \j \§
I'm not doing too much this hot weather; I've made some —;\&ii
jam,(?esterday??and ironed this morning, but am not going .

to can hardly anything this year. John thinks we can buy %\‘
it from Johnson% by the case just as cheap and really it's Q§§

very good, too. I sent Mrs. Lawson Hepher, "The Star-Spangled Bamne#",



Saturday Afternoon,%ﬁugust 16%
My dearest Montana Folks,

Well, how goes it with the harvest and harvesters? We are
all so happy that you have such a fine crop this year. More
wealth, health, and power to each and &all of youd If I had a
glass of pop I'd make that a toasti

John just went dashing by the window with a wheelbarrow
full of rocks, he's building nice rock walls on each side of
that gash of a driveway in front getting it fixed up pretty
nice at long last. He's surely been busy with grass fires
this summer, missed so much sleep at nite on duty that he
has had to have his little siesta daily.

Wie were all on the bum all of July. First John had a
sort of summer flu that had with it very sore throat and
neck glands, so I nursed him thru that, and then down Johuny
came with it, so I was up a lot nights with him and an ear
ache with it. The little gathering in his ear broke and
while he was still sick he graobed for a pillow that was rest-
ing on the end table one evening and in the dark the end
table fell on his toe where he stood beside the little tabled
A sharp corner must have struck it just right because it
swelled up as big as a red plum, the third toe of his left
foot., That was worse than the sickness , but we kept think-
ing it would get well. Then after taking care ef Johnny
so closely my resistance was weakened and before he was
quite well I had to take to bed and then with no mama over
Johnny keeping him in bed he got up and went to playing.

Two or three days later when I recovered enough to pay any
attention to my son I deeided he didn't look right and when

I took his temperature I found he was playing around with

a fever of 102, so back to bed he had to go, myself in the
front room and he in the back bedroom.. Then when we were
both able to be up again his toe still looked terrible so

I took him to Dr. Welty who felt it was broken, and advised
an X-Ray which I had taken and sure enough there was a breaks!
So we keep a stiff shoe on it and give it the hot applications
and just try the best we can to keep the son quiets It had
been broken about three or four weeks before we took him down
and by then it had begun to knit, luckily the position was
good and the swelling had been protecting it. His being in
bed with the flu helped too as he had to be off of it when it
was the worsbts So wasn't that a swekl way to spend most of
July and the first few days of August?  Hence, n0 letters
got off to you folks to tell you how much I've been thinking
‘of you just every daye.

I thought so much of the summers I used to spend with
you and the times we had laughing over nonsense. I spoke of
it to John and he said, "Why, I believe you are actually home-
gsiek for a trip over there to see those folks, well, never
mind one of these summers I'1ll send you and John over on the
train to spend the whole summer," And then I thought of
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Hope you're much better, Nem., Had to make a couple of trips to

the doctor myself. Kidney infection seems to have cleared up

and I'm much betbters We all lost a lot of weights John's tummy

2+ ig asg flat as a washboard, and Johnny's lost his extra little chin, /

=

what you said one time, Alice, about how one could take a sumner
2 off like that when you were free, but after one was married
g it was different., This way while I'd be enjoying you folks \
: I'd be missing John so one is always torn between two places.!
: So I'm afraid the entire summer would;work out, though a shorter
= separation mighte But Johnny was thrilled pink, said he'd take o
his gun and shoot prairie dogs all day long, and 1 thought maybe
he'd try taking a potshot at a bohunk on the side, Just to
sort of make things complete, you know,

Since Johnny's ear bothered him again we've had to keep
him out of the water and it's a shame because he certainly :
ig a fine little swimmer and diver, improved a lot the few times
he was at the lakes here after we got back from Canada,
John is on duty to-morrow so I think I'll spend the day §N$
out home, Elsie will probably take the son and myself outs

I think I enjoyed most that summer in the Russel place,
There was just something about it there that time. And the
evenings when I walked alone across the prairie behind the
barn and found the silky little cactus flowers growing so
close to the earth flat and rose-colored reflecting the sky
at sunset, the air so balmy and the sky higher and bluer as
it seems to be over there, Then I used to like the walk
up from Pearl's across that little meadow and the dip in the : \%\\
road where we had to ¢rosgs the creeky e — N

It won't be long now until Mack will be going back to
school., Mother Alice will be ironing shirts, pressing clothes

and baking cookies to go along. Then Joe, you will be going

to High School, What dates do you both start? IHere's some

pieces:I saw about the stars, thought you might like to sees

The Pinecroft elipping I've saved since you were here. : ‘E

M
John's brother ran over to see us last week end from

Whidby Island, He has received an appointment in the Ravy $§

on a flagship as & lineotypist and printer at $239,50, room,

Board, and clothes, per month, IHe was so thrilled. He was

only waiting for his birth certificate from New York before

beginning, so I hope by this time he has received it and all é§

ig inorders

What about the McNamara's? Are they still living at
their ranch and do you see them about town? How are the
Maxwell's, Tell Florence I'm going to write her, though it
may turn out to be a Christmas letter, yets

Florence's husban/Als in a Missoula Hospital, had his
appendix removed, emergeney case while on the road. Florence
called me wondering if she should go over and I said Hell and
High water wouldn't keep me from going to Johmn if he were in
the hospital some where. So she may leave to-nites

You are probably going to have a fair again, tell me
about it if you do. Goodness there's Johnny sawing dovn a small
tree in that pine grove of ours east of the housed!! John says

® he's like a =--- in a skillet!” Love to all, Alberta.
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Saturday Morning 11:00

Well, my old sweethearts how's everything this fine morning?

I feel like a million dollars to#day, wish I could always

feel such physical well-being and upliftedness as I do to-day.
Good health is certainly a wonderful thing. It makes all the
difference in the world in one's outlook and state of happiness.

Your card came this morning, Alice, my darlings I am so
very thrilled about your daddy's new henna Buick with its radio.
Won't it be wonderful for h¥™nd Pearl +o have that nice trip.

And I'm so glad they are coming west and will stop and see
us. Tell them we are surely looking forward to their visit.
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We were so pleased to hear of your winning prizes at the
fair, also that you havec a Buick, Bet your new silver is nice.
1 had‘Irene, Howard, and thé Aunt A nnie w1th the beaubtiful
dimples here for dinner last nite.. We enjoy them so much and
we looked over o0ld Copeland plctures, and she told me there
as a relationship between the Chisholm®s and her self, the
Aunt did, and I meant to ak what it was but the subject changed
before I had time. Irene and Howard flew to Seattle and back
recently for a week end and liked it so much.

We recelved the loveliest picture of John's brother, frank
thru the mail tHis norning in his officer's naval uniform and
it's so becoming., He wants me to take one of the pictures
to his little daufhter Jewel. My, how he loves her!

2

He is at ban ‘edro, bit leaving for southern islands soon,

A retired couple from Montana, who trled California and
didn't like it, came here and bought our two lots. They "are
going to build a nice brick house like ours for a home and
lanaocape the grounds, so it will really improve:the loocks
of things here as well as giving us some nice-cash, they

are paying all eash. £ i@ ;chral hundred dolla+s clear profit

PR i % B 1 B T Lnu pe rcally fecl cuite fortunate, The nice thing is

7 a [4 on,the fartherest Loty so we == o
/ shhat ey ﬁgV%oﬁﬂﬁlggg%%dce %etueenlour“héﬁge and theirs,
| My roll} sticks here, hece the double line abovel

Too terrible for words about Bill Collins, How did his
wife feel about the whole thing, or where they separated?

I'm planning on getting a couple of new rugs for my livig
and dining rooms, new flomered draw curtains_for the windows,
a couple of foot stools, & mirror for my hall, and a new arm
chair, also some slip covers for my funiture., So we shall
have things looking nice. John is all thrilled about building
a cabin at the lake again, a small cute one,

Florence just phoned she is coming to spend the rest of
the day with me and is walking over so I must go as far as
Rockwood Boulevard to meet her.

Well, I hope Mack has a grand year and everything most
pleasent and here's to you as class president, Joe, more
power: to you. -

We are buying a oeeond hand wood clarinet for Johnny
Boy and he is going to take lessons at school and pe in the
band, John doesn't have much faith in his muBl&&inlllty
but I think we should let him have a try if he wa ts it
and he does have nice long finers and is plenty bright so
he may surprise his daddy at that. John takes the clarinet

and walks so crazy, and blows and blows, saV1ng ow here lSt
a freight train putting on the brakesy and he makes tietﬁgs
unearthly sgueaks on the instrument. 1t is a clarine



man used to play in the firemen's band. John used to play one,
too, but has forgotten everything he knew zbout it now. g

.- We went to a church wedding and lovely wedalnb preakfast,
a few weeks agos 1 had a beautiful new dress and hat to wear,
and felt so stylishy and swellish, The food was divinB,
And the bride and groom SO happy and radiant 1t wes most
fouching.

John ‘has been serv1ng as captaln at his station for the
last few weeks. The first of the year he w1ll probablg have
an opening. -

As usual am very busy. Besides being Scribes! Club
President, I am study club chairman for the P.T.A,, and have
to go uhree Fridays a month mornlnga or the leadership training
that the schogl board has hired a woman doctor from Columbia

University to give here. The Study Club Chairmen from all
over the city are priveleged to attend., Then I have my

Friendship Luncheon Club, and the Firemen ‘Aumiliary, and now

I have been made Cub Scout Mother for the Pack Johnny is

to be in., The Doys will meetl Wwith me here Saturday mornings:

for a little program and 1nstruct10n, and then sometimes we

shall have hikes, and weiner roasts in our back yard fireplace,

I have a lot of Dew1ng on hand, so there is mever an idle moment,

Margaret Walker is with me 0-day, Shels & sweet
k14010, “Her mo uerfhas—gaae'-sﬂ e 0 s PO e Dledhy DGR —-
been wiyning = little money she sayse 4 must Aurry down

and mail this before the post man picks up the mail at five,

T

Love to you nice folks,

L et o gt O



~iittle notice in the papers e————

March 5, 1942,
My dearest Emmet, Alice, anc Joe,

It's a real March dsy out with the winds racing clouds
across a slate sky and the pine trees writhing in the wind,
and how I do love the sound of the rush of wind thru them.
I'm waiting for my son to come home to lunch, it's ten of twelve
now and all is ready. And so am I dressed to go to Scribes
Club and read a story to=day as I1'm on the program. There's
a little brown bird nibbling away on the flat lawn thru the
sun room windows where 1 write. I'm so glad Spring i$ here,

Here are some elippings that might interest you. You
know I've been wondering about Foster Brunton and several

times had a notion %o eall his mother and then here came this

To-morrow night 1 am having a pupil that I.used to have
in the fifth grade at Opportunity, here. She is now one of
the four best noted women acrobatic flyers in the U, S. Isn't

Tome 2 : - 2 2
that wondgrful, She is at the airport here and under her
direction are quite a number of South American flyers who
g Ot
are here to learm about aviation, She is bringing/five of
them with her to-morrow night and also their interpreter a
Z/ ’ E

5 Ao Lo e -
young American 31nge€ who sang over Major Bowesiy fey years

&b
ago., oShe studied singing in Italy and married quite a
well-known Italian there and later he died.s So she is
back in her native Spokane now and has the job of teaching

these young flyers English, So what with hearing sbout

South America and Italy, . first hand John and I shall be in

our glory.
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How have all of you been and what is the news? We havent -
heard for quite a while,

March 9, 1942

I washed to-day, taking it slow and easy and didnot get
wet, “gs T don't care for a return of the severe rheumatism
I suffered from getting so wet last time I did a big washing,
The wind blew and it rained but my clothes got quite dry in
spite of the rain. :

Friday night the flyers were here with 9ean omith and
Catherine Greene Haren and we had a truly wonderful evening.
I had Elsie inytoo)with her accordian and they kept acking
her to play pieces and they sang with her. The, men had won-

derful voices and how they do love musiqythey Just swayed

—

ana vibrated their joy. THere was a 1éwyéy)0a£ig% from Mexico
City with a little mustache and he was very charming and gallant,
Then there was a very dark young man who had spent most of his
life in Spain and is now also fromﬂﬂexico City, his name was
Manuel., Then there was a flyer from Argentine. I understan&(
their govermments are paying them five hundred & month for their
time while they are here learning to be flying instructors.

This Catherine Haren was married to an Italian General who

was a flyer and he was killed flying several years ago so 1
think it was thru him that she learned to fly and it almost
seems a shame because she is a marvelous opera singer and

such & beautiful charming woman, She is not only teaching

the boys English, but is their flying instructor as well.

1 Just can't imagine a woman brave enough and clever enough

to do all that she can do. They sang Spanish, Italian, and
Mexican songs, and good old American ones like Daisy Bell



De

and Side Walks of New York. And were the men ever.charming?
They moved chairs around for me and they bow over your hand

and such lovely compliments as they pay you, 1 was really

gquite overcome with their charm and gayety and I don't know
when we had such é merry evening. They said they'd be s=o

happy to come again. They have been entertained by a number

of wealthy people in Spokane, but Jean said they liked to

visit in the middle class homes too, so that they could see

and know more of America. They said they liked our informality.
.John was'just as charming and gay as they were., He always seems

to fit in with any kind of company and have a gooa tlme.

Wel:3 Irom wellht&do families themselves and appear to be

very well~bred%

Our little pup)y is fine and we love him so. He's just

so sweetb and playful and cuddly.

R L PR AR e

I'm sendiné;{ne of Johnny's composition and since it is
about Montana I thought you'd like to see it. 1 think he liked

B e ns Rt U

your place and Joe's company more than any place he's ever been.
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Monday morning, November 23, 1942,

My dearest Alice, Emmet, and Joe, !

Well, how are you folks, getting all ready for Thanksgiving
I'11 bel, and is the college boy coming home for a few days, let's
hope he is so you ean all be to;etngr%/ We haven't heard from
you for a long time, it seems. But it's probably being very
busy that keeps you from writing and not anything of bad import.)
How is Pearl, better, we hopé%/ Papa is improving a little, 1
guess, but doesn't zet around much, but he enjoys the radio.
Mothsr M, and we three will go out there for Thanksgiving,
Turkey is fifty cents a pound here this year, Rose will
probably roast some of her good chickens, This will be the
first time in years that we haven't had the Day here, but it
would he hard for Papa to come, I think,)

I suppose Joe still travels in and back on the bdus. Have
the folks moved to town yet for the wintef?

It's damp and dark and raining outside and all the plants
are brown and dead., I see that, "The melancholy days are come,
the saddest othe year'"again, My little golden dog just came in
out of the rain and is curled up in his box under the stove, s0
snug and oos%,fast asleep.

o

I made some new blinds for my gitshaqrg:jte& them on the
rollers of the other blinds whieh still have a good spring.!
They are of bright yellow oil cloth with gay pansies sprinkled
all over them, Then I made some dainty new yellow curtains
s0 the kitchen looks quite dressed up. John is entertaining
his camera club here a week from Tuesday so I shall have

everything ready for the men and then go out for the evening

and leave the house to the men,:
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My Friendship Club had a birthda; luncheon for me on

after my birthday and gave me a yellow duck flower pot with &
cactus in it, also some hankies, Then on Sunday night of
my birthday Mrs, Sevear had us over for a nice birthday supper
and evening by their nice fireside, Their lovely flowers
lasted until just a few weeks ago. The pine trees shaded and
probected them from the frost.
A man came ub and wanted to buy Mr. Sevear's place, He
said, ™iell, Sevear, you've got a nice place but I'd cut
down the damn pine treeé?f I bought the place, the very first
things " "The_gg;l, you wouldf said Mr, Sevear, W@Ll, if that'
what you're planning to d% you won't get the chance. I won't
sell it to you thens" So the sale was offs
John's niece Catherine, Bertha's aaughteg had us ovei P————

nice Sunday dinner, yesterday, roast pork and a lot of other

good things. She's a nice little cook and housekeeper and has

a cute baby girl about 18 months, The soldier Ralph, Bertha's

freld

son, was there also from the £iled here,

Friday I had the P.T.A. Study Glub}of which I'm chairman
again this year, here and served tea and cookies and little
erackers with creamed cheese on them, We had a very interesting
meeting, discussing the need of nursery schools for children of
working mothers(defense work) there are more than two thousand
chiliren)litu“e ones, uncared for in 3ookanse while their mothers
work, And among the older children an increase of Juvenile
delinguincy. The problem is quite seriouss The P.T.A.,'s all
over town are working on it. We had for our subject, MSecurity

for the home and family in wapg time.s™ I must make myself some

$¥dohn is still a groceryman, and fie-
lunchs Johnny ook his to-day fman, Love to all of you,/72/
- L=





