




Sa turda~r evening 
June or r a ther July 11, 1931 

My de~rest sister Alice, 

I w s just deli~hted when I c~me in from the rasnberr . bushes 

in the back yard and found your letter in the -)ost box ;-.bout .. noon . I 

w~she~ the d~st and rqspberry sta ins ofr my hands and sat down in my 

big wing chair nd read . You ' ve been having some rain I should say. 

It must have been almost a cloudburst. The week before the Fourth we 

had quite n rain here, · lso. we were out to the 0ottage and it rained 

all day Saturday, cleared up and w.-.• s nice for Sund y, and then r ined 

n.11 night nd it w s just pouring at six when the larm went off. John 

sqid you'd better 11 come in to town with me this morning so there 

wa~ra me~ry scr·mble around there and we left in a big hurry without 

br~fru::t, on.ly ~1- cup of coffee apiece and cocoa for the childr en . 

By the time John depot ited H(.! .. zel, her d'-ughter .i!ilaine, Clar, Virginia, 

nd Eunice at the Hagen's and me here, he was a half hour lat to work . 

Ve went out to the cottage later and got our suitcases 4nd groceries 

about the middle of the week~ and then it cleared up and was just beautiful, 

We rented the cottage for the Fourth and fifth. Ve get three dollars 

day for it, which includes the bout , wood for the fir eplace, and oil 

for the kero sene stove. 

I ,ias very busy over the Fourth with a houseful of company. rluth 

and r ~nk were here from Grandview and they brought - nether cou1le with 

them, George Young and Florence McC 11 who are engaged. ~he is a little 

C nadian girl a I ju.s_t loved her · he nd her , ist r were born in 

Alberta nd her little sister ' s name is Albert. I had plenty ot room 

with the sleeping porch which John has p·:tpered so be _rntifully with 

p ink blossoms ~nd great big storks(imagiue that, just like him to select 

that sort of :paper) st nding on one lee". in ponds of water , and my newly 

furni 0 hed side room, nd my own room. We were all at bre kfa t ~at

urd~y morning when a nice new Chevrolet coupe drove up in front and here 

were Grace and J y having driven over from Seattle,, on the road all 

night. They joined us ct brt.kfcst nd visited Lwhile and of course it 

w~s just marvelous having thebi here and then they went out to the valley 

to Iiagen' s .. So the other guest , John Rnd I hf> .. d a nice big dinner here 

and then Elsie and Frank came over, we drove out to iberty Lake, W'lked 

around, the boys played ball, we rode on the merry-gp-rpund, had supper 

at the restaur~nt there, . nd then drove to Newman ~ake to Honeymoon 

By where we spent the evening dancing. Then we 11 drove in here and 

h(; d midninght lunch . ·I as so tired I wa s nlmost ill. The next day 

John worked and all of the rest of the Miller's had a get-together pic

nic at Mat torium Park und the four ~t my house wen t,_, but since I h d.n't 

had a chance to vis:t with .Grace, ~r·nx and Huth drove me out to agen's 

where I s~ent the day, nd ~Fthey went~o the Park. urace and I just 

understand each other so perfectly and we did have a lovely visit . ~race 

is just awfully homesick. She told Jay," Oh, Jay, I don't believe I'll 

pack the rest of my wedding , resents and take them bLck with me this time 

I think I'll leave them here at home . We might move over here some time . " 

And he ' lcjk ed very surprised and said q_uite firmly, "No, Gr ce, you must 

remember Seattle is you~ home now . " and it made ~race cry. I know just 

how she felt. There are q_uite a few thin3s you have to get used to and 

one of them is that your husband comes -before your family . However, 

John nd I had a pretty easy time of adjustment, but then I didn't 

have to leave 11 my frMily d f · an riends and go away s ~race did. 



/ 

vednesday fternoon, July 15. 

How time flies. John's t'Ylother has moved over with .F'rank' s mother 
in Hilly· rd in her big house and they are so happy together . I had 
them over for dinner the other evening, also Elsie and :F'rank , Elsi.c. 1 

un1j nd. her grr.nd.mother . Fr .. nk told John that he had brought a car 
futt of widows over for dinner and Elsie g~ve him a pl yful slap . But 
~ t was. strang~ , everyone of the five women had lost , husband by dec:-tth, 
1nclud.1ng Elsie, al though of course she/ as the exceptio:n1 is not widow 
now . ,le had_ .n ~ wfully nice evening . I had ste,tk cooked with noodles, 
tomatoes, onion; and c rrots, sal~d, e c lloped pot toes, fresh home-
m de white and bro,n bread with nuts ·:nd r~isins, te . , nd coffee, ~nd 
grah m crncker p ie . Did you ever e~t ny? It ' s just lovely . I took 

. f ?urteen (.crr1ham crackers for each :pie , ground them with the ro.,l.ling 
pin, melted a half cup of but er, mixed that, lined a pie tin~ with 
the mixture , by ju 0 t putti!3€ it in the pie tin in am ss and then spread
ing it c,refully over the bottom nd sides with a spoon . I baked thi 
for seven minutes at 4 ~0 degree~or moderat ly hot oven . The crust is 
not firm like rerular pie crust but the filling holds the pie together _ 
fterw.rds . Then I poured pine~pple cream filling into the shell , 

covered it with meringue, over which I sprinkled the crumbs of an extra, 
crushed er cker . The combination of graham er ckers nd butter tastes 
like butterscotch and it's lovely with the ~bove filling. The crust 
c n also be filled with whipped ere~ and fruit, or soft cooked 
cust rd, covered with meringue . Elsie's aunt nd grandmother are just 
wonderful . One does_n' t wonder how Elsie ha s such l-0vely manners · nd 
-ts RO winYiing nd lad~ilike when one sees who r ised her . n d besi d.es 
that she h s a sparkling lrish wft that's most laughter-1.Jrovoking. 

I ' ve been making red currant j_elly, raspberry nd strawberry jelly, 
nd gooseberry jam . How I wish JOU could have some of the lovely fruit. 

We have so m~ny raspberries in the ba ck yard nd it's just agony to pick 
the~ . I wear long stockings on my arms and still I get cratched on the 
t horns which penetrate ~nything . Apricots are selling for sixty-five 
cents a cr~te or a dollar ~nd ~ half _n ~pple box . I ' m getting some 
from Frank in a few dtys and c~nning them . We will certainly be delight
ed to have Nern come over, but he mustn't plan to come tool te, the fruLt 
is nearly all corning in now . Of ; course peaches, pears, plums, and a ple , 
last thru August and September, ~ They ~re selling Valley-raised peaches 
now. You h ven ' t mentioned about our mother or Pearl driving over or 
have they given that up1 If they do come how I wish you could come; too, 
they seemed to think it could be arranged . Rose says you just must come, 
even if you have to com with Uem in the truclc . Perhaps you could get 
some one to take ca re of things for a bit,· lthough I know it isn't so 
easy lwaya to just leave . 

John talks about Mack and Joe so much. He thinks th t Joe is quite 
a strong character, very dyn mic . If you get a good Dicture _of the 
boys . I c~1.n have it tinted and enlc.~rged for you, or if you have any neg· t
i ve already that you'd like treated so just send it. Glen I gen has 
taken u].) aviation and in connection wi h his government work he develops, 
prints, and enlarges Di ctures, using government materi-ls, ~- they are 
.llowed them for practice . Then bena Hagen tints beautifully, that is 
hr line of work. She tinted a cou2le of enlargements I had made of 
us on our honeymoon. nd I have them fr~med and think so much of the~ . 



Since John's mother has rented her home John nd I brought his paintings 

here. I have the enormous forest fire painting in its heavy gilt · frame 

bove my long walnut buffet and it almost fills the space clear to the 

picture molding, then I have~ sunset at sea, his first p·inting and -

in the.side bedroom.a big painting of the plains with a buffalo goring 

n Indian's horse vn th the Indh n falling to the ground, it looks very 

much l~ke Russel's •,vorks •. 1 e took his big :picture of an El~n t e, r ~ 
mountains to the cottage/and it coM~letely fills the sp~to he ceiling 

and is almost as wide as the big fireplace. It surely looks wonderful 

out there and it i~ Ju~t so a,~ropiate. Then John nus p ir of snow

shoes that 1r1e re _going to cro .... on the \T lls. We re making some strip

ed shades for the porch . John painted a siBn for the cotta6 e and he did 

a marvelous job of it, the letters are so big ~nd true and perfect. 

After considering "LookOverAll", "The Outlook", "LookOut", "Rockave Lodge, 

nd"CaveRock Lodge~ we decided on"Bass Point Lod6e', since it is on the 

point. Everybody knows where Bass oint is out there so it will be 

easier to locate when the name is mentioned to anyone. We are going 

out to th cottage to-morrow and are expecting a cou )le out for supper 

in the evening. 

Grace nd Jay have a1:f;-dorable partment from the descri ption, 

green nnd ivory kitchen with electric stove, frig1d ire, a~ ~ b· throom 

in the same colors, and two pair= of £rench doors in the l \ ving room, 

one set of them leading into the dinette. Hazel and her little girl are 

over there visiting her now. John ~ nd I are :Dlan11ing on goines over on 

- three-day trip over Labor Day, _taking adv ntage of excursion rates 

by traino 

Ernest has just heard from Chicago that he passed the test for the 

completion of his course. He worked on it from twelve one ·,a turda..)' 

noon until after sixp.n the evening and he said it v;2.s the world's hard-:

est test! But he made itJ 0 .nd [...,S I wrote you,wha t -vm~ the rem~1..rkable 

thing after cor1pleting a year's work in bout two and a h.lf months. 

They are m iling him e diploma now. He i, going to take the coGchinB 

for the eovernment C.P - • in the fall, the one costing twenty-five doll

ars to take, that is the test. The place of the folkR looks great . They 

h __ ve :?.. lovely big lf-:n:m r~nd keep it vr tered ancl cut. If all continues well 

Papa will have the final payments made on his place out there this f,11. 

I haven't had a minute to do any writine since I returned from 

:MontA-n but I do hope to get caught u~~ so I c J .. n start soon. In my sp'""re 

L1onen ts I h · ve been re~1..c1ing the RuRsi ,n novel, Ann.... arrinen, b~, Tolstoy , 

it's q_ui te dee}_) re .::~ding, in two enormous vo1UI!les, and verJ fine print . 

I've been at it for two weeks when could s are it, waitine for the c~r, 

or ;rohn, or wh2.tev r , ~nd ~it night when I should h::,ve been sleeJine;. I 

do love to r...,scl but one can't ret..d the Classics as swiftly \ s modern 

fiction . The nethods of writing and descriJtion are so very different 

from what is kno~n in~iterature of the present. Life wQs not so tense 

qnd hectic when they ~ere written • 

. I've just re-read your letter. How I do enjoy them ~nd I see and 

live everything with ~1 ou c:1,.s I read. Since Joh.vi hc..s been over there 

he loves hearing about 11 the thines you do and ~bout hearine of the 

differnt pl~ces where we were. 

nnday Elsie, Frank, John nd I drove to S nd-point to~ big rLnch 

there, rel!'ltives of Ruth, John'f:: brother's wife and we had the nicest d y. 



They hQve a wonderful big comfortable f~irm house.1 !lnd we h·:1.d such marvelous food . /e didn't leDve there until nine in the evening ~nd it started to rain hard when we were coming home so we could not mqke as good time s usual, but of course the roads were smooth and qll raved, or gr~veled, though in places slippery so we made the ninety miles b,/ midnight . 

Ve have had so much comp ny and h ve gone so much lately that I'm tired out . Ve , ~11 the Miller le.dies are going to .Basie's unt's place at VeraDale to spend the da~, Friday, and Sa turda:~ I think I' 11 go to the place to r.12.ke Elsie a nevi dress. Rose is getting the material this afternoon . She was in and she looked so well, she is getting fatter and stronger all of the time . 

I do hope your mother ' s back is better . I imagine it 10 hard on her to go out to the ranch ~.ncl of course there is ::lways so ·much to do . I keep house for two hereJ and it seems that I slave to beat the b nd and John helps me1 too ;, and then there ' s ·1ots to do . The yard, lawn and flowers take~ lot of time v 

Well bye-bye . Oh, I forgot to tell you I got some new beach p j m~s, white background with cor~l, green, blue and yellow flowers, and white 
organdy ruffles around the neck . They are re lly very pretty . I .. sked John if he didn't think I looked nice in them vnd he sqid thut I look d , too nice and thrtt all the tramps who c me to the door would be wtinting ' \o ste;q me out '' nd I said couldn't he name ny one more thrilling than ramps . Very much love to all of you . Al)erta . 



















Dearest Alice, 

Friday morning , June 10 I s~ 
ten o'clock · 

\/ell, I feel pretty smart this morning with the bab; fed 
and bathed and sleeping sweetly in the spare bedroom which is 
his room now and · m.,1,1 house all spick and span . It looks so nice 
all freshly painted and done over and curtains and windows all 
clean. I'm getting stronger every day now and things are~ 
little easier ~o -get done . SnickleFritz's papa h s gone down 
town to a meet1ne on how to pan gold . The mining associ ~tion is 
hayin~ two classes a da..I on gold panning and -a.re encouraeing 
the unemployed to go out into the hills to the streams anci pan 
e~ld nd John always interested in everything went down to see 
what there is to it . How the Unempl oyed are to get their grub
stake I'm sure I don't knowt 

No danger of you people being bored with the solit· ry life 
is there ? As Papa says in Montan- H---'s a-po pping all the time! 
Chasing calves miles and miles---John savs tell them that the 
next tiMe Emmet chases a calf to send usu a teleer .m and we'll 
have dinner ready Rnd be standing in the front yard with outspread 
arms to re~eive the calf when it runs in followed by Emmet . 

How I wish you could see little Johnny now . He is s t a rting on 
his seventh week and is so good and sweet and just smiles all 
the time and looks f round with those bright alert big. eyes and. 
blinks his eyelids so fast just like John does . John says of 
course he's Betting over tha. t little b,vb~, stuff and doesn't 
cry any more . ---Jchoes of the proud father ! He certainlj has 
beautiful black fluffy silky hair which makes him look a lot 
older than he is . I have cer~'i.inrfr~_xidded b~, everybody. They 
say , "Alberta , what have you sot to say for yourself? When 
blond girl with a decidely blond husband soes to work and has 
a blackheadad baby it looks questionable, to s~~ the le st . " 
It shows no signs of getting lighter or coming out as yet , either, 
even hi.s curling eyelashes are clarlc . But how I would love to 
sleep eight or twelve hours at a stretch . He is supfosed to be 
fed at ten at night and then at two and at six , vvhich is su.vposed 
to give me four hours in between times. But this is the way it 
works out, at nine at night he starts howling for his meal and un
less I weaken and give it to hi~ he cries until ten. Then t 6ne ·a.m. 
he begins his song which unless I weaken again lasts unt .:.. 1 two, then 
he does the same fro~ five until six a . m. ---hungriest child I ever 
saw-- - empties both breasts at · a setting and drinks three or four 
ounces of milk and dextri-maltoRe from his bottle besides, but he 
is a big bnbv and has to be filled out . The doctor says he ' s doing 
fine and he takes care of him for a year and I can call him any 
time I like to ask about the baby. That is included in the fr~~~ 
I paid him . Ho0ever, if the baby gets sick then he tells you to , 
have a bab,, specialist. But it's worth a lot to have the docto~ s 
supervisio~ and I, ri to take him in ever~i month and he ,;a tches his 

diet,etc . 
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You asked if we weren't pleased and ~roud about our baby.--

When I wa8 ln the hospital with all my nice flowers and lots 

of company and th~ nurses were taking care of me and. my baby 

~nd John ?'as b~am1ne and hanclint; out ci ?E1 ru :to all his frien~s, 

1 t was riui te nice but when we broueht J.q_hn Jyi1cl1ael home neither 

one of us,surprisingl~,-wa§ overwhelMed with.pleasure •. 1 was so 

weak and felt so miserable that I could cr~1 Just any minute and 

could.ri' t even lift the baby to change him or nurse him and since 

vrn didn 1 t know how to take care of him he cried. a 6ood de 1, we 

---shocking thing to say, for which I'm heartilJ' ashamed nov1, felt 

like giving hiM to the nei8hbors . John looked. at me across the 

bHby, 8 basket and asked, "Alberta, ~~ ~,o~ t~in~ he is \Wrth the 

one hundred and fifty d .. ollars vre pain for h_m? 

John and I have Rlwa~, s been such wonderful companions and I've 

always been ready t~ go anywhere~any time 1ith.him and now I surely 

clo ~eel it a har~sh1p.not to and"'have been hop1n6 thr: .. t it won't 

spoil our compa~1onsh1p. A few weeks ago a cou~le we know, ~eekins 

called U:P and wanted us to go fishing with them, of course I couldn <\ 
but I insir~tecl on ~Tohn' s eoing and when I watched them pile into 

the front se,t of this couple's roadster with a nice big supper 

all packed and fishi1;g poles1 and. Anna Seekins \•;i th knickers on I 

felt so left out of it and thought of how I'd always gone a.long, 

too, I couldn't keep from crying . They caught a lot of' fish and 

John naid it was so lovely on the la}:e all !:tf'ternoon and evening 

and then they ,... su... e · f t f · .L _-ace with a ro a ring 

fire as the evenine \ as chilly . But I blj_nked b .. ~ck the te~?'.'c

and. cuddled my baby ana. thought what a ttheck" .of a mc ther the 

poor little dependent creature had . You and E~met will think I ' m 

a sreat one with nothing at all to feel blue about . John said 

that he gu~ssed we'd just have to make up our minds to stay home 

a cou_2le of years and give the little fellow a chance to develop . 

But, when I think of Joe at six months and how we carted him over 

the fields and roueh roads, to the mountains , etc . I should think 

after a little I could take the baby out . If John doesn't have 

his vacation until late July or .August I don't see wh~' 1 can't 

take him to the lake, the baby I meRn , to our nJ.ce cottaee , for a week 

People brine up babies in te~ees , tents, log cabins and such, / 

away from all schedules, formulas, and refrigerators . 

But, then I'll see things differently I guess, when I'm entirely 

-well and can sleep again . The baby is becoming more precious every 

day and I' r.1 sure1~, grateful that he's so heal thy and happy . 1Vhen 

I give him his bath he just stretcheR and smiles and kicks his 

dear 11ttle legs and arms and throws out that h~sky chest of his . 

His hair looks so pretty all soaped U.fl rmd lies in flat curls all 

over his head when its wet . John just stands around and admires 

him and laughs at hi0 antics . We can see a chanee every day in 

the 11 ttle fellow and I just know like all parents a.o we' 11 Bet so 

our pride in him makes up for all the sacrifices . 

Now , lioe , it's lovely of you and Joe to want to send the 

baby somethinB else, but don't do it . The little laundry b,- is 

nice and just plenty . Ruth and Frank eave the baby a recorn. book 

when he was in the hospital . It is of pink silk moire and h"'s blue 

flowers p inted on it . - There is one paee for father's notes and 



3 . 

John o;ened one _ of the cigar rings and is going to paste it on 
his page . Since I 've been home there has been some one coming 
in all of the time and they alwayA bring so~ething . Irene 
Andrews e;ave him a lovely "Snapshots of the Baby" book, pink 
trimmed with blue and it has grey paper . Yesterday the lady 
whose husbancl is Aunt Irene's nephew and her dauehter called 
and brought a lovely little blue imported and embroidered 
romper and a silk caD • Grace has some shoes for him, the 
lad~r on the corner gave him some lovely white kid shoes with 
laces and little tassels on the laces . Ethyl sent some blue 
silk shoes, and I had the pink ones, so thrt's four pair of 
shoes and five pPwirs of bootees . John said, "Tell your friends 
that Papa needs shoes now for a while . ' Grace is over here 
for a~ple of weeks . She is making her sisters some clothes t . A. j: 
while she is here . Johnny has certainly been a lucky li~~ ~,__ Jr 
baby . He has more things than he ever can use . eo1jle/ tha t _,7'-<"-' ~ · 
I ' d almost forgotten saw the announcement in the Spokesman · 
and sent him things , then there were so many cards address~d 
to Master John Michael Miller which I'm BOing to paste in his 
book. It was so nice of Kade to send a card . I would like 
to hRve sent her an announcement card but I ran out . El sie 
addresc:ed them and Jolm mailed them one Sunday afternoon . 
John s:1.ys that we can save the things that we don't use for this 
babJ for our next five, but I say NIX! But to tell the truth 
it v, as all :pr ttr, ~ on John o ter t_ e "b· oy was b n 
John came home Juanita invited him over for coffee and cake and 
he was so nervous that he couldn't drink his coffee without 
spillinG itinto the saucer and he couldn't light~ cigarette 
to save his life . He couldn't relax enough to sleep the rest of 
the night . 

You just bet I rP-member how cute and husky little Joe was 
and how very much I enjoyed taking care of him and those b th~I 
-- - Never have I enjoyed -and loved a baby as I did Joe . I know 
Mack was wonderful too, but I wasn ' t with him when he was a baby . 
After lunch. 

John brought home a · friend frnm Siimd Point for lunch. He is 
resting on the davenport now. John is washing and the baby's as
leep again . We had a good play with him on the bed after we 
all ate . He kicked around and smiled and looked so bright . 
Oh, I know he's going to be a lot of fun. John still hangs 
out a daily wash for him, but I'll be able to do it soon. 

~ince I've been home I went down town and had my hair marceled 
and another day bought myself a lovely new heavy crepe silk 
jacket . dress , a hat, and a sc~rf , all in one store , the first 
and only things I tried on, they just happened to be very becoming 
and to fit and were exceptionally good bargains so I was tickled 
to death as I tidn't feel eo.ual to running around shopping and 

· they just seemed to be made for me . It was so nice to be able 
to get somethine nifty and slim again . Juanita loves the baby 
so much . Shehsaws, "Don't be so stingv with your baby bring n1m over sot at l can enjoy him~ for~ while~'so I let her . 

































Sunda~, evenin~, U ct. 23 . '.?! i... 

Dearest Alice, 

~ e so ~njoye~ your lovely letter and are dlad that All is 
well vii th ~1 ou. c.Toe-' s , little n ote was cute . And so Mack goes 
hunting alone and certH.inly cioe.sn ' t come .tome empt;y-ha.nded. Johr1 
thqught it was pre~ ty good to get three ducks with his 22. Bless 
~is dear little boy-heart. I can just see him coming in all flush
~d p-1-nk c.nct exci tec1 over his sµccess . If m~, little bo.i' is as swee t 
an&-.a~ uns:;o.~led as your two I'll b i-; hai)py. It was sweet of lack 
to N~i~_mbe.r anci plan t·or your birthday. How I do enjo~, hearin -J' 

what, you arid Nern ~nd the boys are doing. I love you all so dearly. 
And even tho we all can't be to 6ether or see e, ch other often 1 
like to think of you over there and ima~ine the things yuu are doin 
each of you going about your busy routine. J 

Dadd.~1 h2 .. s still been runnine; his free-f o:l':...a.11 jitney. He says 
that ever~ night when he 6 oes hone his car i s filled with ~hatterin 
women all ready and Whitind for him to avoid paJin~ bus tare . The 

____ ,__m ...... en ~k out the window and say, "Well, M.ilte, there's your harem." 
no. Papa has to eo out ctnd take them all home, drop Jing each tit her 

respective stop and. denying himself '=i smoke on his wa~1 home to ma.ke 
it comfortab}..e fo:r· the ladies> and. never a cent is he off~ red to buy 
a gallon of gasJand Trent Road is up-hill all the way hol!le. ~rnest 
tells->v,;i th a twinkle in his eye Rncl a twist to his r1outh.,all the 
things he'd do were he in Papa's shoes. He says, "Pop,· you haven't 
the system at all. You make it too nice for the ladies. I'd either 
close up .,he er r tight and smo"ke them al_ out, or else I'd take -on"i 
all the wi~dows, including windshield , put on a big sheepskin myself 
and just let the wind whistle thr·u and blo\i,, them all to pieces , or 
after work I'd-just mooch off up to a show without being seen and 
leave all the star passengers sitting there." ~o after much .;er 
suasion we have persuaded him not to drive his car during the cool
er we a ther but to stay u~ here with me. After his hard work he is 
realls tuo tired to drive out home anyv•rn.y and then he works when he 
ge ta home, thj_nkin~ he hE s to milk and.. all the . while Tommy is per
fectly willins to do it if he'd let him. Sol think the first of' 
Nov. he'll besin st~~ing her A. He can lie on ~y davenport everu 
evening and listen to the radio, play with John Michael , anrl then 
I' 11 make him a. eup of hot chocolate ever.·J night to try an Cl fatten 
him up. He made the las t payment on his vall~y plrce last month 
and figures thu t he uan c1ui t work next Bummer , nd get by all ri 6ltit, 
makintL= · ,,, 1 i ving on the place, anci I' 11 just be so glad because 
he's · 1 old to_ work the wau' he has been doing this last year. -

Tl sending you s ome more ~3naps of our dehr little boy . · e 
took ther1 the _ last ~unday John w&s home . When he came hor.ie 1·or 
brcakiEs t I had a nice pot ro as t cooked, and vegetables simmering 
all a round it. We just vut the kettle in the car and Johnny's 
basket and set out with him and ourselves for the cottaee. It was . 
the most glorious Sund.a~, with the lake like . glc ss, and the trees, 
and bushes, red, gold, and bronze, with the lovely haze of Indian 
summer over all . Ve warBed up the dinner on the range out there, 
set a little table on the porch and ate while Johnny sat in his 
basket(he sits up so str~ight and strong now) and played and then 
slept in the sun on the beach while I read and John fi shed alone 
the shore . Ve drove home early by w~y of the FootHill road thru 
the glorious deep woods, acro~s country north of lillwood. We 

.r 

" 
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stopped at the place for a little while and then cane .in tovm to 
have Sunfu~ night supper with Florence Sheridan and her family as 
she ha d phoned tha t Morning and invi te d us. We brought ~lsie in 
also ancl flhe anc: Ollie l)layed violin d.nd piano. .Florence's little 
girl played the violin also and. J ck the :piano. \Je came home by 
seven-thirty as I like to have my child in his crib at as ne,rly 
the same time every evening as l can. I put him to bed at six or 
seven of nn evening and he cuddles rit1ht down and 0 oes to sleep. 
I bought him a pink brushed wool suit and he looks good enou8h to 
eat · in it like a strawberri sundae. His cheeks are the color of 
Jonathan apples now. My how he does laugh, just throws bac~ his 
head r-..nd chuckles and chuckles. He adores music and bri6ht colors 
and shacled lamps etc. and they alwa~rs get a jo~ious laugh out of 
him. He just loves and will go to ever~;- body. He seems to have 
such a sweet lova ble little pers onality. John's mother wrote from 
the coast that she dare not even think of him as she gets so hone
sick for him, so I wrote an~ told her we would send her the money 
for a Christmas present to come over and see him and visit us . 
I take ~him out in his buBgy e rer~, day anll all the chil dren on their 
wa, o.r:1e from school sto p to admire and smile at him and everyboc y 
looks at me and thinks I have a tre!!lendous ·family, all of us.2 tn by 
included; filling u p the sidewalk coming along · the street, all sizes, 
shapes and colors, and s ome not any too neat and clean. 

Yes, I know that Johnny and Joan~are the same relation as ;you 
and Neri an<l. I j and I had also thoueht of a po sei ble romance some 
day , bG.t I CT a n 1 t _l)a.re t o t1 ink of h · arryi a a d le · vin -r ie. Isn't 
that the ~other of it?---but that's certainl~ 1tcrossing bridges be
fore I get to themu . 

We sent you three boxes of ap ples ·by freight yesterday , l.m . h.R. 
Delicious , Jonothans, and ·: agners. The ·agners are the kind we al
wa;; s have :put in at Christmas~l be just right about that time 
if you can save therr1 until t . e, as they a.re not q_ui te reacly 
for eating. The Delicious should be just a bout ri~ht when you re
ceive thel!l and the J.onothans next. The day John went out with Bob 
Ile Gree ar to buJ apples the rian was not at home, so John and l 
drove out and 6ot these elsewhere . The 1Jagners we ·bou6ht from 
south of town on the Palouse Highway ~~cl they are clrylana. apples 
ind supllosed to have a better flav o~ than when irriga ted. They ,ere 
lovely when we sent them, so I hone they won't be bruiseti or anything 
like that when ~au receive them. I guess they notif:; ybu do the~ 
not 1.1he"l'j ;··,. :; arrive up town '1 

----~ ,~ing about the price of beef.---Ye 6 et the loveliest sirloin 
ti T-bon tec1.ks for 17 ,1, a pound, about l} inches thick, and so 

tend.er nd ju_· J/J ancl how John does love the~ and. then I sometimes 
mn.ke nir1 French fried IJOtatoes with themi The other cla:; we left 
the b JY with Juanita and. went shoppin6 • We bought one of those 
lo ely all wool blnn.Kets( if 2ou get the Monteomery c· .. tolo gue, like 
t sample inside the cover). It is blue on one .side and blue and 
hite check on the other . He neeg.ed a · new one f or the st1. tion. 

Then vrn 1-rnugbt a lovel~thot point' waffle iron, which cost only 
half what thev used to cost. 1.,ith tt ccPrn a reci ) 8 book, 11 52 icys 
to m, . .Ke VJ affl~ s? \', af f les VJ i th &ra tecl cheese in the batter, waffles 
with stri:ps of bacon cooked in them, waffle s with cocoanut, Whi'i'les 
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with nuts, or cherries, huckleberries, or DineapDle, etc . so 
told John I'd make them all for him in due order . So for two 
nights now when he's been home we ' ve had ~~ffles for supper . ~ince 
John quit smokine he eats twice as much and.. he just looks so 
well and has gained so much . His complexion is pink an~ ~hite 
like the baby ' s . It's rather fun fattenine; UD my two Johns and 
keeping them neat anC:. clean anc het 1 thy . 

I have some books on child.ren ' s cla:nces with music , but theJ are 
bi~ size books, and most of theM ~re tor group lancing. However, 
sor.1etime when I 1 P1 ciovm town I mieht see wh.9. t Grc ham I s have on soJJo 
dancine. No, inde ed , I don't think it foolish to teach Joe music 
and little dances. A child should certainl~ b e t~ucht vhat he has 
an apti tucle for and. the rnore thines the better. It would be nice 
if you could .. teach hi.r1 piano after while. Jackie ~hericlan plays 
the piano so nicely, he is eleven or t welve, and Dorothy has had. 

her father teach her for a iear on the violin(she is eiJht and has 
a £ siz~ ancl since her father is such a splendid violinist they 
have taken adv ~-1 1}t,_\&e of his abili t~/. ..;o I think if Joe has the 
inclina 1Jio~ an~iou Dlay so well it would be nice if you would teach 
hDn. nhild psycholoeists sa~ that nine or ten is the best time 
to start Diano~or even a year or t10 olde; unless>of course the chil~ 
is a genius . Jackie stcrted when he wns six, but · they jus ( han to 
force him to practice and I think ho w~Lsted a lot of v~lut able time 
and. enerc;y b., startine so ~,o~g, he hasn I t much .J!ti:tu e f.or it either 
but.-does it beca use he was taueht, while Dorothy is ribht in her .; 
elor~1 in rmsic and. _ ha s also taken fancy uancing;c:1.nd dF..nt..;eS so beau-

1 .... J · _ a j us ·t so r c c e· ~ l • 

Did you feel, Alice, that when Mack was born that it had just 
chan .c e cl ~rour whole life t- nc that you han. to mak e ~,r ourse11· over? 
That ' s thew~~ I ' ve felt all ~long ever since the baby joined us . 
It just seems that I can ' t b B goo(1.. encmc(1 and kind enou£,;h tn - help 
ful enough to show mJ a~preciation that such a wonderful little 
humf'n soul has been intrusted to r.iy care. It is the most wond.er 
ful rriiracle to thinL ! n :-:. r•n ilCl' s \rnnderful intellit:;ence an cl 1.)er-

f ect little bor\, , &l l·· ·.his rd.pi cl ~ nc~ bsciutiful o.evelopment from 
da.:/ to daJ . A child is really 'a r~iracle of a Bil t

0
and it seems 

that you have to have one yourself before you realize the import 
of those shopworn words that you've hearcl all ~,our life ana. thought 
that ~ou una.erstoocl before, but reall., cLicln' t . John says he feels 
more re s.;_)O)·i ble, too, ancl just spell boru1ti. He sits in the rocker 
and p.ol· ·· the bab~l so _JendE,rl~, when he begins to eet _slee.[)~' about 

·· su: ,pe , ~~d then he· <rflays with him so gleefull:,/ anc .. little John -
so roue-r1 anc-1 active, scrTttches , ancl liUlls your hair and 

to be ci.ll-f-J1n6 legs and arms, like Joe usec. to. I think 
·tur il?- .his bueG~r shows a :r-eser1blanee to Joe, don't you'? that 

~ ... ~ he wa .: a baby . You'll he so tired. hearin6 me rave ft.bout 
't:"1"11_ .. ehild. But I try _not to brag him up to o_lllexs, anci I know ~rou' d 

e first to agree with ~e about his eood points and that you'd 
y e him , too . You understand hovr it is , because you have two s_plen

~ ~~-·· ~ pecimens yourself, you and Nem . 

ust so much love to you and sood old. Nem , 
· an c: Jo e and l a ck • 



Twilight, St. eb. 18. Jc,3g-

De rest Alic and Nem nd the two d ndy suns, 

The cern came to-d· v nd we're Jlu~ ~11 is w 11 
with ~' ou. H ve v;e been h vint:; cold. we i:" ther here? uever· 1 morn·
ings it h s been from ten to twenty b~low here; the cold~st in -
34 years11 But that seems to h('.ve :passecl now ·nd it w s nice t0-
d y with the sun shining so warm and brieht. John n iled n 
apple box on the bo~s' old Flexible Flyer sled that was out in 
the g r~ge here and h~s be,n takin his little son for sleigh rides, 
h uling him long the middle of the rods. d it looked so 
svveet to see big John pulling little rosy-cheeked John all done 
up in :pink ,:1.nd blue bl·'...nkets u:p nd down the streets11 

v e h cl the baby's pictures tc..k .,n soon af'ter Christm s. The 
r,ho togr phRr took t· rel ve views of him s she said he Vh s such a 
wonderfully ex:prP-ssive little subject and she wanted some for 
baby s Mple :pictures. They were 11 so be · utiful that I h d 
· dreadful time · trying to select four fir. p nel as I felt thtt 
I couldn't fford u.ny more thLn th· t in ~ strip. Beside0 m~1 p nel 
I h( d onlJ two or thrPe singles finished nd I m ;; be f to sand 
you one l· ter wheri i L .iS.r£~necl to me from the B ... b~, Cun test. 
This one I .m sending you1 is only tr(il print nd the photo6rapher 
dilln't like it beciuse tl~re Js c sliGht mov, in it, but the little 
grin is so charact-,ristic of him nl the t ·hinkle in his .e~es so ·------~~--
natur .l th~~ I like it. She wcs going to d stray it an~ I sked 
her if. I couldn't have it, so she Sc id, n·- ell, I su..[.>:pose I' 11 
have to 1 ive it to JOU since you've s~ed for it." Yu c 1 im~Gine 
how sweet he looks with his deep ereat big blue eyes which re partly 
closed here because he srriiles, and his dark brown silk~ h - ir ~nd 
beautiful complexion. Note the dimrles,tou at the corners of his 
mouth. He w~s eight ·nd a half months when hes t for this nd 
now he's ne,rly ten.· He's been wrlking around the .l pen John 
m.::-..de for hiM for some tirrie now, clin1in6 to the pali1.cs. We surely 
have a nircus with him. 

I've bee1 so bus~ sewing and still h~ve a lot to do s I w s 
so far behin , not having been t ... ble to sew before John's mother 
came to relit., v e r1e of sor1e of the housework. I m~ .. r.1.e seven ...... prons, 
two i' or John ' s mo the r , on ~ or HO s c , '"'n e 1· LL' J o hn' s s i st er , ' n d 
the rest for ~Jself. Then two Cresses ~or mys lf one frint for 
summer d the oth~,r· is 0 aJl~r colored. woolen jumper \ i th ere 1 

satin blouse with BM 11 :puffed sl PV es ncl r ter Pan collar. l!JVer~, 

one thinks it ver~: :pretty. Then ..L • ve m ..... de t 1 rn _prett.Y- embroidered 
rompers R.nd I have another one to IT;, ke, c lso a slip for mirnel~ 
and a short silk petticoat, just the skirt that is, to the waist 
line. 

Pap st, yed in L st \leek-end as the we' ther vI s b t~ c:1.nd h~ 
w~~ :r~id he miJht not be ,blt to Jet bdck to work d 0 ain on time 
__ irl ondq.y morning, -nd he s .. med to ... nj oy it. Sunday aft rnoon 

I m· de ~oo d black te ancl we had tee. and ~·pani sh 1~0 cha c 1:e 
that I na<l made in the morninc; and P,· pa .;; .. nd John's mother ~ot 
q_ui te a kick out of our cup of afternoon teci.. John w· s 



workinB ,.nil sow hcd to have a cosv time by ours.,lves. 

Tort and Ernie er P1e in to ect l?c..p~ this afternoon and b7ough~t lovely jersey milk·, ere m, butter, and soP1e etJ8S • NO\? we will h~ve so~e good whipped creart on puddings, fruit etc. it keeps so long this cold weather, that is if we let _it, it's so good that that is hard to do. 

Elsie got her fingers nipped one morninB on going to the bus. But they ,re 11 riaht now. She h,d on kid gloves md by the time she J)'ot to the bus Jrick Frost h, d done its work " :::ihe clio.n'-t have time 0

to rub them in snow as the bus caMe, So they were r ther tender for several fu~s and hn~pered her ·pl~ing on the violin. 

I don't kno\T an~r news. we are all '-m-:.ious f'or s~;rinc to come. Pcpa is ~orking awfully hard, and hasn!t a bit of help. These cold days he has to lift heavy heaters into th cars nnd the cars are all slippery and ~ · ao it will be a relief to him to have the winter over. How J vish he coijld be spending his winters at Long Be~ch, playing horse shoes ~nd h~vina a good time Ls John's Uncle, an old retired farmer does. But 
Pap Sc.1.id, uoh, don't even mention it, that wasn't in .: s~heme of life thG t 1 s ?i.11. 11 .And I don't know whether I think that way or not. EYer~r day that John is home we take long walk over the south hill in the cold, my how I Missed my lons wclks with John, but now tha:t Joh..vi' s P1other is here to take Cc re of the baby we can eo again ncl also now I feel q_u~l to it ~nd I dia.n•t until the last few months. 

Well, it's time to feed Snickie and have~ little su~per ourselves . The lamps are ~11 on, there is c cos~ fire in the he r trola and thru the windows we can see the white outside nc all the trees and shrubs just laden with snO\Af and the li6hts twinkling out fror'1 all the other homes u_p end clown the stre ~nickies' Gr~ .. ndma is puttinc; on his sleepers. 'te und.re·ss him before sul)pcr, as he doesn 't last long after he eats. He sl,eps now until about six in the mornin 7 , so I get more sleep, 1 telJ. 

Well, bye-bye, nd ~uch love to you all, I'll be 
w i ting for the letter you said ~,ou were writing . Does the m[~ilman stop at your place again now? 

.,, 

.Albert. 



],"ond.ay , July 5 , 1937 . 

ice and. Nern , 

How are oc ~ 1~? I enJo ed ·rour lo el - lon _etter , i..li ce 

my dear , and was so ulad to hea~ of the ~onderful op~ortunit 

the t ] aek is having , he e se ve s every bit of it c .. nd it vi.i.l 

all cio him so much ~oo d . ...e is just the .. ind. uho will derive 

the gre test benefits from such ood contacts . f course Joey 

\·10 e misses him , but cheer u.;; , sonn,: , your turn wi..Ll come , too . 

I vi sh I co _- c wave a m -ui c wand. and make 3r· nd cro s for 

ou , lots f coolin: ·ain ten YJU need it and sunshine ,len ou 

need it and fine c·ardens ,0 ain like ., ou nsecl to have when visited 

you, with all th ,t lovel corn , peas , and b ~ans , and ne·r otatoes~ 

But you ,-11 seem to .;et lJy nicely any '.'/atJ , and you have , our fai t_ , 

hope and cour~ 0 e developed to a high uegree . Have ,ou still ~o ' s 

little birl , and how is Flo 'i I do Lo· e s e il.l take· c ·e of her

self . The fried c· iccen and ice cretm sounded ver;y nice . I es ec-

i lly like ;your ice cream . I i.: .. ,s lad , ov. took the tri j to ..ttort 

Benton .nd I sure Jori...n .nd I uould very much have enJo~ ed that 
tri_) N"i th you . 

ell , :.re mc~c1.e our trip to Bo svvell. J:Jl si e cou,idn I t bet '-- 1.-lc. • 

She h::i.cl h call for tuenty girls to lay C!,t Conlee D m and. d. hc.lf 

dozen for Eo sco 1 1 nd hac1 to hu -·.D herself to find_ them · nd et 

them sent do1i n over the week - end. Franx: cttme -b .... ck from e .. ttle , 

said he couldn ' t stand it over on his p·ace and re in sane , all 

he coul tl-iiruc of ras his _it- le- auJI1ter , so e rnnt · us , 

or rather we went in hi·s cL·r , tJ. ru Sand oint , Bonner ' s and 

Creston. I never saw the countr look so beautiful and such 

wonderful ..,-·.:·dens nnd crops . The Kootena V· lley was 5 lorious , 

es:._.ieciall1 the Canadain pLrt rhere it joined Kootena;y La.lee , suc.1 

lovely houses ._.nd oarns and gree11 fi lds . It was rather 1c.r1. d.ri in0 

but as soon as we skirted the l&ie int e mountains it s so cool 

and fresh 1 St.nd fi e minutes after we arrived and we:..e welcomed ·by 

the Cur.;1min6 s we were a_l in swimming , including Hr . Liur1111inus H- o 

went in batning with his bi 6 h._.t on so that he would.n ' t bet sun

burned. 

I y , the peo le at Bo swell are still the SR.me lei su1 .. el.,1 cro 1d 

t ey always were , the, certc,inl ,,_ know how to live , t ke everything 

so e·"tsy and have such ood tiLes . They all have be .utiful f_ower 

burdens and lawns 8,ncl -cerrace s no ,v , with oadrninton courts, which 

they al play . I never saw flo ·.rers gr-o·w more be&,utifully nd 

luxuriantly , and. they hc...ve little creeks , tumblin · w .ter Ialls , 

and pools in their ~ardens , rustic sedts und b~id0 es . rank and 

John fished .nd fished and cau !'ht oer:.. ectl rand steelheac .. s 2.nd 

bi O' doll · vnrden tron t. ·_yhi ch uere just J_ike red 1 "ska SL.lr on . 

Frank was ma about the ~ lace and ·" nts to buy enough land to 

build him c, shaclc on the L.Jrn in 11 · c to VL.G tion. I don 1 t 
believe there is a, ore beci.utifc -Jlace in t e world than that 

old lal:esi de . I s- r Hrs . ? j_ tche _l (-:md she hardly looks an 

olcler '"'11'" I met 01 e sons and dauQ ters of t 1e Cu nmin s this time 

and they are surely grancl youn .JeO )le and vond.erful s u rts . 

tr . Hepher h.::.s a very nice .9lace and sue a lovely wife r O se 

hobby is flower _;-..,rdening . She hcLd sucn ('.}., be utiful rock 1--en 

an_d gare John so e s.!..i:ps . He ".lso got ,.., i_:b ... .'rom Ca tain ~llis' s 

;:.,....._;; 
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place ·-n rs . Cummin,O's ~ Mr Hepher h·1.s done beautiful cabinet 
work in hi house an a_ a ll kin C1s o f wood c ·ving . is sta ir, ay is 
stained imitati on oal<: a nd. is ;_ ll Ccvr red like the stair\· ':J S in 
.t!ingland. He has cc. .. ..._, em ent windous :Ii th d.i c.~i1 ond sha ped panes as 
nearly· every one has . The houses a.re all so .uaint-looking. 

r . Hepher asked to be remembered to you and in -uired. ver inte:cest
edly a )out t, ou . 

Gamin? ho ~just the other side of Bonner ' s there w~ s a man 
stand.in[; in t l'le ro au. fla 0 :)'ing us down wit a bi g white handkerc~ ier . 
ie stopped ~nd he said he hsd forgotten tting s in Bonner's and 
tno he ha jt:st come one had to go ri t)lt b .... ck . e talked and 
looked like a Dntchman . ... e sa id. t h e cro p s the::'e were oe tter than 
they ' d ever been and told how he wa an Gld pioneer and so on . 
when we rea~hed tovm I told him our n ame -:11d as _ed nim his . e 
said "B[.yertt . I 2.sked hiL i..:.: he knew you fo..Lks and he s -.. id very 
Yell , asked about ou lice a d yo ~-r fa t.r er . Then he said , nDi d 
you know a 3roung man by t_ e name of' uinn?n and of course I s ,,id. 
he !' .. s my brother . He wanted to know all about ou both a.nd 
how many chil a_ren you h acl , how big they were and ho H f a r alon 
in schoo l. He s a id his son Ado h h qd. worxed at your pl ace . 

When I go b on the ro a c1 ,..,,b ove J our ola_ place , ..B.li ce , I 
r erJem er the t,.,10 visits I ha 1 there so pl8' santl, • They a re 
very bri ht s )ots in my mem1 ry . · The hills and ree11 valie~ 
looked so lo·re :y__ down b elo :1 t h e I~:i s sion ',-.eek service std. tion 

,___----~-- mn rr re·d · e nic e ~1 .1.J. ov_ rm , <- -n . .Lc,1..i U iJ t ' r e 
Sunday , before there wa s ·a :ro a rl o r a service s t tion tht;re . 

I HaL :: ecl cLown the s treet in Bonner ' s to l)UJ some ice cream 
and rn ,caroons , and i. s I pas s , d t he Cc:-f e s I thoutSht 01 tne time , 
Emmet , Elsie , and I hc,d dinner in one an c.. -CJlsie or L-ered. a piece 
01· ~ ie of ever" ,kind they hP,d .- e took our q_ua rt of ice cre.s.rn and. 
sto _) ped by a nice str eam , and a shady _pla,.;e in nice sweet clover 
a n d ate . s I came thru the ·vown I wnd.e r ed jus·c vwer e the .c.,d 
·i ·- xw e 11 p 1 ~,, c e m s • 

The folk s h a ve clea red t Jenty - fi ve hundred doll ,rs on their 
str:.,woe ::...'ries this summe r and will just z.b out f inish UJ t l1is week . 
Next week they will cut ha y f'~nd then -o se and lJa a. c::1, re planni~ on 
a month ' s tri j) to t ·1e North , thru Bo s ,rnll , a nd u p to Fitch ' s and 
Edmonton . But I Hon ' t believ e it until I s e e them lea ve . ~rnie 
uill run the place , Elsie is t oo busy and To is wei 6bm er no J 
Mother I\1iller cam e the ua r ar t e r vre got back from Cc..n a da , ( couldn ' t 
sta na_ it a t Bertha ' s; s a id it He s t oo hot , and H. is too l oud for 
her , is staJ ing v,i th us ) , but s ays s e ' d like to 60 out home and 
be cook while mother is , uay nhich will be very nice , I ' 11 be out 
o cc ,sionally and Jill bring the washing in here to do as it I s 
handier . Frank is pra c ticing up his machine ·.rork ancl may 6 et on 
a new pap er nere , ui t e certainly . If he does he and. his mother 
will move into her house again and it will e a ver nice a r rang
ment for theL bo t h 

I have fou~ teen 1ua rts of strl berry s x .. ce Cc ed , ancl 2.,bou t 
t. ·enty g l P sse s o_ vr.r1o le j .,m m- _e v i t1. cer: • Cannin.; . time a., _ in -

_O \I time f1ies . le sJ ent the Fo urth. _,, t "t11e c~ttav ~_ ... u t ~ . ~n r·-:) ~:1 ~e~s 
there u ho entertLi ne d us . fo c1.I' e '--'o in out tu -mOI.LO W .. l ? ... ~· _1_ e 
1 --n t 8 C, 1 1y 1:->o r ~ 1; t tle Jic:iic_. God bl . <; ou all . r1 te soon . 

i..i::I. "· - Cl, -- - ... ;-y;:_..'.:~ ~ .) - ~~ 



My dear .Ali ce• 

~harsday afternoon 
1/13/38 

I can't t ell you how ver y so r r y I am to have 

heard such sad news about Florence's and Frank's 

little Frankie·. - He was their second child wasn't he? 

Isn't Tammy the older of the two boys? They are 

having real trouble aren't they? It's just too ba d,1 

I could hardly keep the tears back. You' 11 let me 

Jcnow won 't yo u a t wha t you hear fur t h er an a_ I do hop e 

thi ngs wi l l be better wi th t hem? 

J ust esterday afternoon t oward twi l ight vhen 

Jo~nn \!a.J here wi t J ohn.i: y I took a walk and :passed 

by Fl4ence's Uncle's home as John and l do so ften 
-1 ' ,) 

as it lies on the route of our favorite walk and I 

was wondering how she was and if she had ever visited 

her uncle at that particular house.1 

Speaking of unoles, we had a letter from John's 

cousin -in Seattle and he said he .had seen· Unole Tom's 

name in the paper in a write-up as one of those who 

had liberally given money to the :poor at Christmas 

time over there.• 

Inflosed you will find a snap which Leedice sent 

me and whieh I thought you might like to see and then 

will you return it as soon as you can and also her 
~~ 

letter as I haven't even shown it to Dad yet, as it 
1 

came since I last saw him.1 
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I, too, think Aunt Lib, who lives in Kansas City 

looks remarkable for her 84 years. And isn't Uncle 

Jefferson a fine-looking man? I can surely see 

the family resemblance in myself and :Emmet to 

Aunt Irene in the picture. 

Ky little John was in bed for nine whole days 

an-a. when pu~ his clothes on him for the first 

time day before yesterday he could hardly lift 

his feet, said his shoes were too heavy. He went 

down from 57 lbs. to 45 and you _ can even feel the 

loss of weight when you lift him. He very nearly 

had pneumonia. I surely took good care of him, 

just did things for him all da:S_and some nights,.-, 

long to make him well. Toward the end of the week 

l was all in myself and caught some of his colfr. 

I am feeling better now, tho I'm still tired out. 

But his appetite is good again and he has lots 

of ~ep. I wish you could see the looks of this 

house. But I'm so glad to have Johnny well again 

that I let him play to his heart's content. There 

are elec~ric trains, windup trains, guns, books, 

track over every inch of carpet and floor. He has 

switches, water tank, and a whole village that John 

fixed up for him, a service station with pumps, and 

real lights and it is all down under your t eet, but 

I~m fast learning the goose step and can step high wide 

and handsome. 



3.~ 

I can just see you{Alice, looking around, and 

saying with a twinkle in your eye, in that quietly 

hunr r ous way of yours that I love so muoh, "Now, 

Alberta there aint no sense to having a mess under 

foot. like this, is that any way for white folks to 1 ive?" 
41 

Well~ whet~er it is or not, seems I'll have to put up 
\ 

with it until the child is well enough to go out ag~i~ 

I washed this morning and hung all my clothes 

in the basement as it's raining hard outside. It has 

seemed like spring all winter long, so balmy, and some- -

times windy which makes me thin{ of old Montana. I 

like the wind, especially as it sings so soothingly 

thru these pine trees around the house. That's the 

most soothing sound in the world to me to hear the 

wind in the treeso 
~~~ 

Little Joann Miller has had chicken pax, but 
~, ?'~~ flr.=><: ) 

wasn't at all sick. I'm having them over for dinner 
/{ 

Sunday. Her two weeks of the /x· will be up by then, 

but anyway Johnny has had it. 

Mother M. keeps up pretty good. She was so worried 

over her beloved little Johnny Boy that she didn't 

sleep for about three nights last week and had to go 

to the doctor for more medicine. The Harry Rosenhaupt 
died 

I wrote you o~ last week.· I think that was upsetting 

to her, also. One by one all the old friends and relativef 

are leaving her. How is my dear old brother Nemf- Love 

to him and you, Alice, and the two fine boys. How I ho]e 
( ~ ) 



we can keep our beloved boys, both the big on s 

and little ones. One just can't stand the thought 

of losing one of them, as poor Florence has had to 
~ ! 

do., God bless her. The longer you have them the 

dearer they become and one can't imagine life going 

on without them., 
Write me i soon again. won't you? 

/ 



unday Afternoon, June 25, 1938 

Dearest Alice and Emmet, 

You'd think we wer e away out in the country, it's so desserted 
and quiet around here this aftern9on with everyone gone to the country 
and the lakes for Sunday. I haven't seen a soul all day . I quess 
Johnny Boiy and I a re holding the neighborhood down alone. John's on 
duty. 

I have so much to _ tell you tha t I hardly know where to begin •. 
First I'll te.11 you how much I enjoyed your letter, lice)and :; our 
references to an old letter of mine which ~rou' d just read tellin~ 
of our son's arrival.' Also I thought the to wn folks~1 old meanies to 
call tired farm folk out of bed a t eleven o'clock a t night~order 
chickens. 

About a week and a half ago I ha d a letter from Uncle Jeff and 
Aunt Minnie saying they were coming to Spokane to see me and Boyl was 
I all atwitter l So last Tuesday afternoon about four-thirty I had 
a telephone call and it was Uncle Jef f saying, nHello t is this Alberta? 
Well, this is your Uncle Jeff." They had jus~ arriven in town and 
were at Mission and Division and so John and I drove over there and 
met them.-:: It was just so natural meeting them, just as if I'd known 
them always. Jeff is six fee~l , weighs 190, and Aunt Minnie is 
r a ther small, brown-eyed, and~dark hair turning grey , very pretty . 
So I got in their c~r with them and John led the way home. Between 
the time of -news they iere c-0mi-ng and their arrival Jo,hnny oy go t 
sick and we had the doctor just be1ore they came, so Johnny was in 
bed all the time they were here, so that was too bad, but otherwise 
everything else was ideal. Mrs. ~alker stayed with him while we 
met the folks and also when we took them around town and out to the 
folks. 1 Re's getting better now, it wa s earache and grippe and the 
most painful part of it was over before they came, so that he 
wa s content to lie in bed and color" and look at his books while they 
were here".1 / 

I had just got the back bedroom all fixed up this summer made 
lavendar chintz drapes with gold and green flowers in them !or the 
windows and I died my curtains yellow, and did a lot of other things, 
putting Johnny's crib in the attic. So they ha d the back room, 
and then I had an extra bed in the sunroom, we having bo~ a beautiful 
mulberry-colored studio couch a few weeks ago which make~ either into 
a double or twin beds. 

We have so many lovely flo wers in bloom all around the house and 
Aunt Minnie enjoyed those as she is the gar~er at home. She says 
Jeff~ chief inter est is school, she runs the house, drives the car 
most of the time at home, pays all the bills and looks after things. 
He's so boy~ish and sort of sweet, reminded me of a little boy. He 
tells the best stories so slow and easy and has a hearty laugh some
thing like yours, Nem·o 

They looked up Big Sandy and wanted to come thru there, but thought 
it too far out of the way f or them. They cam e from Aberdeen , ~outh 

akota where they now live,. -passed j:;hru l iles City .i~st1 a-fte:rtthat 
Milwaukee accident, or was i~ ~lendive, where 1~ was. nan 
think ri ght now. Then thru Billings, Butte, and Missoula . 



He has to be back at the teachers' college by July fifteenth 
and they have a lot of territory to cover. They went to uranger 

from here to see Minnie's sister who has been out here a year from 

South Dakota, that's by Pasco, then they were going to Focatello to 

see eeaice their daughter, then to Colorado to see Charlie and maybe 

Al thia, so that will keep them hustling. 1 

They wanted to know all about you folks and I showed them all the 

Co peland pictures, and the Montana pictures. They raved about Mack 

in his boy scout uniform with his flag and the picture with Emmet, 

and thought his wavy hair so beautiful. I told them what blue eyes 

Emmet and Mack had and Uncle Jeff said, "They must be like Lou's. 

She had the bluest eyes I ever saw in my life." How I wish you could 

have met Uncle Jeff, Emmet, he's just a prince. I was just crazy 

about him. He had such a nice, easy, gentle, warm friendly way about 

him, that I know every one must like him. He said he had had a very 

nice letter from you one time and was so pleased to get it. 

John even showed them the picture of Joe in his underwear with the 

dead ~ airie dog and he got such a kiclc out of it. Uncle Jeff was born 

near the end of 1876 and so that makes him sixty-one. He said §rand

mother's name was Mary Mc.Anally before she married grandfather and 

she was his first cousin as we know and that her mother's name-, 

our greatgrandmother, was Mary Roller. There were ten children 

and this is the order of their age. I wrote it down, you may know 

it, but in case you don 't I'm giving it, Elizabeth, now in her eighties~ 

in Kansas City, Althia at Ft. Morgan, Douglas who was frozen to death 

in a blizzard years ago , Irene, almost seventyfive in Des Moines who 

makes a good living for herself running a roomin - ho se near a large 

city hospital and rooming many of the nurses, Ef fie who died before 

mother, Lucinda, our mother, John who died of rhemnatism which enlarged 

his heart, Zona who died when she wa s t wenty, Jeff, and then Charlie, 

the baby~ Charlie's in Colorado, too, I believe they said at Uedar 

Edge or some such name., 

He said it was just thirty-ei ght years ago this sFring that he 

said good-bye to our mother. That she came back to Iowa with yo.u, 

Emmet, Gene, and Cly to say good-bre to her people before going to 

Alberta.1 I told him that when he"saw her then he couldn t know he'd 

never see her again and that the nex t connection would be with her 

daughter thirty-eight years later.· He was just a little younger than 

our Tommy, then, about twenty-three, and now all these years have gone 

by;. 

He wanted to know about your f ather, AliQ~and how many childr en 

he had. Said your father was one of fifteen chilclren.1 Yy, I didn't 

know that before. I showed him the pictures, post card size of your 

mother and father taken on the porch at the Uopeland liouse ~ 

and he thought your mother such a genial-looking w~man, and I told 

him how she used to entertain the table in her home with her good 

stories, and about the hot mush being thrown on one of the cousin's 

toes that she used to tell about and he laughed and recalled that 

he'd heard th~t story told in the family, too. ~hen John told them 

the story your mother used to tel . 8,bout Mr. Dani tch going to confe ssion 

and your mother thought he sai d ~ ·shingi you remem·ber the rest of :tt, 

don't you? 



r~1 
~t~ 
J.~\ \;, 

~ 
'\,I 

Oh,· we had a grand time yarning and sat and sat at the table and 
talked. I had done a lot of baking and so forth before they came and 
we bought ice cream for dessert nearly every meal.and when we didnit 
have that we had strawberries from home , which they surely liked as 
they don I t grow them where they live-. John was home the day they came t 
then he got off the next afternoon and evening and we showed them 
the town, and then the third day he was home too. When they lef't 
John stayed home with Johnny Boy and I rode as far as Cheney with 
them, took them all thru the Normal, introduced them to some of the 
pro!essors there, and then I came back to ~:pokane by bus while they 
went on to r anger. I couldn't keep the tears back when they left, 
I liked them so well, and I told them it was like going back into 
th~ past and finding my mother.I t\' 

1~ t I told them what a grand brother you'd always been to me, »nmet, 
and they said they were sure of it. And wh.at a devoted wife and fine 
children you had, and Jeff was pJ.eased., 

{ 

Uncle Jeff told me he was so glad to .see John and me so happily 
situated and Aunt Minnie told me how fortunate I was to have found 

\ a man like John, and Uncle Jeff , said, "He's one of the mo,st charming 
~ men I ever met. n Wasn't that nice of them?-- Everything they said 

was said in such a sincere manner, that one ~elt t~ey wer~ most ~onest 
about their convictions. John gave Uncle Jef f a lit~le nip of his 
whiskey lTef'ore each m~al an a::N;-§ tne ong drives , and an eye-opene 
in the morning out of the little whiskey glasses you gave us for 
Christmas and he said, "Thai.ks, that pepts me up considerably." He 

~~ had the flu and was a week l te in starting because of it and still 
~ felt a trifle below par.• Bu he said his rest here did him good. 

~ We took some pictures of them while they were here and when theyre 
~ 'it finished I 

1
11 send you some. 

~ '~ They were telling about their son, Gene, who lives in Bloomington, 
~ Illinois. Aunt Minnie was ~~s a f ter him as mother12 are to keep 

1 
clean, and Uncle Jeff said @eA. quite frequently said, ttYou know I f

1 

\1 thought neck and ears was just one word until I was twelve years old. 
~~ ill I heard was •wash you ~andears, wash your neckandears." 

~ We are leaving July third to go to Nelson and K otenay ake 
~ -1 ~ - for five days.! The Jones family are going with us, and perhaps Elsie 
~) nd John's brother, ten of us.· Mrs. Cummings will put us up and the 

· Jones will stay in the tourist Camp at Hepher's by night and fish 
and :play around at Cumming s in the daytime. If you were nearer ho1w 

, nice it would be for us to drive and see you as often as we go to 
Ifootenay Lake• This is our fourth trip u p there just recently-. \ 

"~- J' is a snap of her taken at the nice cabin- where we stayed. She I d grown 
\~ - ~uite heavy. ~, ~: ~ lso the snowy hills were in tne Stevena Fass near Bkxkomish it 1 was on these mountains Gene wa s lci.Lled~, wnere Jonnny B·oJ si lis ~n -Che 

post is just a mile or two from Skykomish. 
fe showed Uncle Jef f the chicken house you built Emm, and he thought 

it neat. Well , bye,bye. Love to you all. ~ / 

• 



Saturday evening, OctoberB.7:30 /~3 

My dear Montana Folks, 

Received your good letter to-day, Alice, and was so 6lad to 

hear f rom ~ou as it se emed such a long t ime since we ha any word. 

You didn 't mention Emmet or Joey-woey this time , but of course they 

are fineo 

Even though I' m quite tired I shall have a little visit vvi th 

you before I go to b ed. Your letter brought you all so vividly to 

my mind that I'm lonesome to see you all . John is on duty and 

John Michael in sleepers arid bathrobe after his oath rolls on the 

floor with his little bla ck pup , cocker spaniel and collie, which 

he named Do _p ey. I can see a big round October moon thru the window 

by the kitchen table while I write . 

I did a big washing to-day and. most of the ironing v·orking until 

seven-thirty this evening, but I canned two ap Jle boxes of Concord 

grapes into juice, j am and jelly , this week , and did several other 

important things and. so di d not get at my washing till to - day , but 

now I won't have t o wash next vrnek so perhaps I'm a day or tv o ahe,ad 

a z ter all, but it was surely a whop per to - day . I'm so glad to have all 

1 my canning done at last, it is such a big chore and tires me out 

more than anything I do . But my fruit r oom looks ovely with its 

shining rows of jams an d jel lies , and clean pa:pe.r on- the shelves. 

I think John -'-bu.ilt ~h me after you l . t · itli ovel y shelves , 

and a screene d ventila tion from outside. -

You spoke of Emmet 's a sking for word of Jennie so I am sending you 

part of Cora's letter which tell s about er,beginning on page seven. 

I think I told you she r inally left Joe who ha s b een a ter rible dru1ik:ard 

all these years and whom her f ather neve r sho uld. h,1,Ve let her ma ry 

in the fir s t pl a ce . She is working in a canning i'actory at l"{o cky · t. 

Ho use . Her t hirteen- year-old daughter lives wi th tl e :-~c:..ther which I 

thln.."lc i a crime , but for some r eason o o t: or he 11011 ' t ~ et J ei 1i e 

t ak e her and :9 erhap s it co s t s t oo much f or Jennie to t ake the ca se 

to court, anyway I don't kno w just wh,:.. t' s the matter . I vms a l way s 

very fond of Jennie. Her son Glen is married , has a very sweet wife 

and. child , and they don't live far f r om Joe so !lay go e s t he ·e g_uite 

often. 

I'm sending you some pictures of Tom and his .·,ife on their honey

moon . We a re all in love wi th Ella and t he more we kno w her the 

better i.ve like her . She can just do everything and vrn think Tom very 

f ortuna te to 3et so f ine a birl. he tries so hard to plea se him 

in every way , does the nicest cooking , works t ·vo days s. week for the 

railro a d a t five or six dollar s a day , makes butter , canned everything 

possible in the garden and fruit ine on t he pla ce, and is just so 

sweet to eYery one , j_ncludinb .L!.irnie, whom she ha s always oeen especially 

kind to , just as you have lice. 

John Mic~el likes school better all the t i~e. His t eacher told 

me it wa s a plea sure to have so nice a boy in her cl ss . She said 

"He ha sn't a bad habit ~? his name 1 and I wi sh all my student were 
as mannerly and ha d so I 1ne an a t t1 tu.de tovmr d their \' ork as ~e ha s . u 

So I guess the l ittle man will do 1 I kno'w I love him so mu_ch it hurts . 



2. 

Cooking school at the Fox starts again nex t week, which reminds 
me of when you and I went together . Also John and. I ar e taking a 
trip down into the Palouse country to-morrow which will also renind 
us of the time you three and ourselves v1ent to ~o scou •· ( The puppy's 
at my feet chewing up John Mi cht=-el' s balloon. hat ·vill Johnny s§.y 
in the morning? He's in bed nowl 

Clyde the Hill Billy hasn't been on f or a long time. ·d he follow 
you back to Montana and if so do you ever hear him? The cowboy and 
range songs tha t I hear over the radio ahrays make me think of your 
country over there. 

I s a id to John this sumrn er v1hen he was so Hell-bent on going to 
Kootenay Lake that I'd rather be going to see you folks for a change, 
but he felt it too long a trip for the short time we'd have over there. 
Perhaps you folks could drive the fi v e or six hundred miles in ten 
hours as you say , but vrn never could. v e never travel more than 
much orer three hundred or so and feel that is too much for any enjoy
ment . We drove to Seattle in one clay last s.J)ring , three hundred thirty 
miles , left here at seven-thirty and reached Seattle at seven whic.h 
was eleven '-- nd. a half hours on the road. Rose and Dad would gladly 
have stopped long before then , and John and I were tired too , to say 
nothing of Johnny who had gotten so re stless he . as ready to fly the 
coop . One always has to stop and though we drove fifty and fifty - five 

miles on paved hi ghways between towns , we went as fast as it is 
possible to travel comfortably without rushing thru at breakneck 
s:peed with no time out f or rest which is no fun in traveling. , John 
said Rose and I stopped at every Servi ce station res~ room b etween
here and Seattle , and how could he make any time , with two such 
women alongi So I know we could never make it from here to your place 
in ten hours . John wanted a little r est anyway and he thought 170 

miles plenty far to go to take it . He took the time off, hiring a 
man to take his place , because he wanted so_I!le good fishing so bad. 
So I was awfully glad he was able to c;et so many . Did I tell you cL 
that Johnny said , "All they have to eat in Canada is fish and :porrigei " 
Because every morning he heard , "Ea t your po rri dge l' . And. then there-
was so many fish caught that we just lived on them and enjoyed thmrn . 1 

I never saw any on P- fall for a place like John and his brother 
have Kootenay Lake • liohn wanted to go up for a week ' s hunting 

this month , but I tol e.. him I didn ' t want to leb.ve Johlmy , and he 
has to go to school , Fr nJc couldn't get off , and then John thought 

the big game foreign hunting lioense vms a little stiff , twenty - five 
dollars . · 

I ' m hoping to run over on the train some time(how I used to love 

those train trip over there and meals on the diner , etc . ) And seeing 
you all waiting for me on the ~latform . 



Saturday afternoon , Dec . 3 , 1938 

My dear Alice and Emmet and boys , 

Greetings f rom al l of us to the folks over there , and how are 
lf " 

you all , fine we do hope , alive and ki eking. 

I receivec a - cute little card from Ka de announcing her baby's 

arrival and I ' m afraid the child will be a young lady before I acknow

lege her arrival with a return car d or gift , which I surely must do o' 
I ' ve been to so many stork ohowers this fall that John says if they 

keep up I shall have to buy gifts wholesale . One I went to wasn' tso 

bad though as I won two gifts playing games there . They served ice 

cream $torks standing on plates carrying the baby in a napkin in the 

stork d mout~ I wa s told that they have giris at the ice cream plants 

who paint the green reeds and orange legs and the baby's Jinlc blanket 

with edible coloring with a paint brush by hand. Just thinlc of all 

that art spent on fixing up for a few bites, and lo where is the 
masterpiece? But they are pretty while they last. 

Rose , Elsie and the Canadian niece .went to a ·baby shower in the 

Valley this sunmer, where sixty were invited and the sho wer took place 

-on the lawn under the trees as there wa s no room in the house for 

l ·~ that many . But just think , sixty gi f ts .for one tiny infant! 

~~ Did I write that I had intended giving a bridal showe~ for Tom's 

) wife and she wouldn't let me, said showers were impositions and no th

ing but begging. I think they are all ri ght for intimate friends r an re a··ti ve S , U t do t'h! S run~tnt-0 the ground · 

~ . \ It was nice of you to write a birthday letter and thank you for 

~ ~ all your good. wishes . I was sorry to hear of Pearl's heart trouole, 

~....., and do hope she is recovering . How is little Florence no.w? Give 

~ · ·,, both my regards . 

• ~ '\ Where did you have Thanksgiving an did you have a nice day;-

t 
~j We had a nice tender 15-t pound turkey_, and the folk~ere, except om 

\) and Ella vho went to her home, but wno is having all of us and her 

· . family , too , at her little new home for Christmas ay • . I was reminded 

~ of the one day all of you had ThanJcsgiving dinner with us here, which 

~ wished could have happened this time . I do miss you all so. fter 

~ 
~ all Emmet is my own brother , the ownest brother or sister that I have.1 

· X And I ' m going to bust a ruffle to get over to see him and all of you 

j \:\ next summer, if I have to come on the Choo-choo train. The trouble 

/ "'
1

: ·~ ~ - is if go ) rTohn wants to come to , and says he'd take the car if he 

\ ' ~, had long e11ou0 h time of'f , but he doesn't have, and so neither come , 

\ , " , b,"?-l we -r !_ ~vill , somehow •1 Why don ' t you ·write me a line along with 

~ ,) • l 41 .S! ome time , Nem? , 

~ ·~ t~ I was proud to hear of the F. F. A. banquet for fathers and sons, 

.~ · and I'm sure there vras a proud father there and also a proud son. 

i It's nice to know Mack is a good leade:dand fine example .1 And I'm gla d 

to hear of Joe's playing a horn . He iJ quite musically inclined, isn't 

~ he? · 

~~~ ~ is the new scout leader for this district, now Mack . And the 

~ boys all seem to like him so well and rally ·around him. He has_ twenty

six in his troop . The scout mothers have a nice organization in this 
community too ,~ they invited me as Johnny Boy is a future scput and I 



had a nice time at the a fternoon party. They put on a ban~uet every 

spring for the c:,couts. · 

Since Johnny is in school I belong to the P.T.A. and the F.T.A. 
mothers'club which gave a nice tea the other day in a beautiful big 
home for the mothers and teacher s and lady principal., I ·do love 
people, the more the merrier ·and think it's so nice to meet new 
ones and make new friends all the time. The trouble is there are 
r eally too many things to belong to, one has to draw the line, 
if ;you are going to do what you do vrnll, and not neglect one' s 
family •1 

Our luncheon club has the annual Christmas party for our husbands, 
~e eve. of Dec. 17, big dinner down town at a hote~ and the partyJ 
tree, and Santa afterwards in one of the homes. Remember the trouble 
I had and went to giving that big dinner here that time7 I was worried 
about Johnny's not b~ing well that winter you wee here, we really 
had rather a oa& time with him that year, he wa sn't very well, and 
nervous and fiQ;gety from November until after you went away. But 
you'd never kno w him now. He's changed so and is so strong and 
well and rosy and more calm, tho still lively enough, 8oo dness Knowa.1 
He burst into the house this faj_l after school and yelled, "Mama, 
I know how to spell rain, S-U-N." However, he l{nows better no1w, and 
spells words like rabbit and so on. 1 He rea ds his books like a house 
afire. 

You see by the clipping the j OUngest Henyan boy died. He left 

v r - ec o ely 1 e cu.r ~ -na1re 
girls. Mrs. Henyan died three or four years ago, Neva also:s of T.B. 
Clint had his hand mutilated and lost all the fingers 6n it I think.1 
Blanch and her husband were divorced after having been married I 
don't know ho 1 ; many years with their two children raised amd married. 
And Clint's soiy a young man.J ran into a lady era ssing the street and 
killed her. Did you ever near of so much trouble in such a short 
time in one f amily? 

~ 

John bought skates and boots for himself and Johnny, lovely ones,~ 
and they g@ skating up on the bluff here where we went but found the 
snow too deep when you were here. Right now it isn't freezing and · 
has thawed, but we've had. some clear cold weather with no snow which 
was good for the ice. Johnny is doing pretty well.~ Tho he had one dirty 
tumble on the back of his head which made him turn pale., 

John and I were shop1 ing the day before my birthday and he called { 
my attention to a lady's coat in a store window as we passe d. , said ,. 
he liked it and for us to go in and se~. When ~e saw it on m~, he 
said, "I like it, if you do we' 11 take it. n So :that's how I got my 
new coat for a birthday gift and did less fussing and fuming than i 
I ever did over any garment without trying on dozens, and I think I 

. like it better than any winter coat I ever had. It's black ~ersian 
Lamb(imitation) of course, but one can't tell the difference, looks 
like an expensive fur coat, is v~ry heavy and warm and has beautiful t 
lining, a stand-up collar and big silk frogs to fasten it with. 

~:~::::;:::;::::o:eR::a:i::~e :::::tl~::sq::t:e::l:: ~: ::r:s::::le Jt-
fatter, her face is almost round. Dr. Welty saw her recently and 
said, her recovery was nothing short of a mi_racle. You did a good nurs-
ing job. too~ on her. AJ_i_e.e:. ?v-~1 ~ ~ ~~~, r~-~~"1-,, 



Sunday J une 11 , 1939 

Dear Alice and Emmet and Boys , 

Well, fb.lks , hou are you all? You ' ve had all 1cinds of 

excitement this spring , haven ' t you , what with two boys ~oing 

to see the King and ueen , band-pluying , · u-1 form- Tea.ring by Joe , 

and Ma ck ' s graduation with all of it .=; di11e1. 11v ..... ctivities , rais

ing ann se~ling chickens and so forth . 

I'm still in rather a daze from all the travelinb we did ) 

all the peo _t>le \'le visited an cL all the thip.6 s v1e saw an.a. d.i d. 

I ' m sending rou a few of the fourteen rolls OL pictures we took . 

The thirteen hundred feet of movies 1vve sent to Hollywood to have 

develo:ped. and. '.78 can hardly wait until they 6et "".Jaclc, we a re so 

anxious to see them·. For ar'ter all the movies are the real thrill 

of picture-trucing. .And the colored movies \rn took of the colored 

natural beauties of the Southwest should be very good. e travel 

ed for thirty-two days, fifty-seven hundred :-.1iles , ap.i.:1roximately 

Ha d very good luck and fine weather nearly all the time , had to 

buy an oil pipe line in Lewiston for a COU.Jle doll :- rs , the one 

we had. cracJced and wa.s loo cing oil , then a shackle bolt broke and 

for another dollar and a half or tw'O vrn had.. th,_ .. t renlu.ced in 

~ho~nix . Then qpuncture on Rf d M:t . ~ass in Colorado .... ,nd a i)Uncture 

in Portland. where we bought a new tire ror ~n emerbency meas-

ure . So in all tha t long d.is c~nce that wasn't oaQ anu our rlyraouth 

~-----~ ailed along a:t fift .miles an hour as a regular s11eed , e::~cei)t 

v1hen we went to very out-of-the-way :places as we dia a _ew ti. es, 

and. the byro ,i,d. vmsn ' t much more tnan a cowtrail . .Ll. few things 

John hs:d. read. of and wc.nted. to see hc:.. cl such trails leading to 

them , but as a rule the ro a Qs were wonderi'ul . 

Uncle Charlie had a very nice , gentle manner about him . 

we liked. him very much. His wi , e is from lest irginia and 

had a decided drawl , ~nd. so uoes the daughter who is the dead 

image of Mack , looks enough like him to be his sister , hair 

exactly the same color and waving c..,,nd. blue eyes , even her sr ile 

is like his . In fact the boy r and. girl both looked so much 

like Mack when they talked , tco , that it m~d.e me ~uite homesick 

for him . Uncle Charlie said he was quite well fixed until the 

drought came on the east side of the Color~do Mts., he ha d. a 

house in tovm , a farm outside , fifty heaa of cattle and fourteen 

hea d. of horses , then it im s so dry for several years that little 

by little they lost ~nd then finally sold out with enough to 

spare to buy this place at Cedaredge where he ha s pigs , alralia , 

berries, bard.en and. so forth , tho the market is not good , they 

have enough to eat anQ ~re gradually fixing up the place he 

bought. They ha ve only been there three years . 

I enjoyed Uncle Charlie very much . He told me lots of thin6 s 

about the family , had many old ~ictures , some I'd. seen and.· 

some I hadn ' t . He certainly did enjoy going to Alberta that 

time , and said. that ir mama hadn't died he would. h _.ve brought 

the grand.parents up there and settleQ on the 1 nd. he'd taken 

in 1 berta . .u.e said they vrnre t7illin6 to 60 . He took t11em to 

Colora do for a year for a change ~nd then intended. going to 

Alberta ui th them . Then cc.1me Papa's letter and. it v,ras a terrib

le shock and Grandmother took it very ha rdo 
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I shov-rnd Uncle Charlie the picture of Mack , Joe , Fmmet , your fath
er , Alice , and Uncle Bert , you recall the one, don ' t you? .lilld 
he said , "There Mack looks exa ctly c~s I remember Eknmet looking 
when I last sav,1 him in .a.lberta . " Then he told how I fell in 
the s pring , seems I was alvays falling in sprin~s and wells 
when I was young , and what smart bo s Emmet ann li-ene rnre to 
fish me out and bring me to the 11ouse looking like a drowned 
rat . He said any other le ss smart children might ha ve left 
me ther e an d ran to the house fo r help , but not they . at the 
house the r est of the fo lk s heara more noise and racket and 
scrambling ano_ then ·we a ll came in • So lucky for me or I 
wouldn ' t be writing this epistle to- ay . 

The daughter i s married a yea r now , as soon as she graduated 
from high school L i.st s1Jring, married a boy n am ed Ronald Ha.i..Jton
stall wno works a round for different farmers . Eve r yboo~ calls 
him Si . And he an d Charlie built them a little cabin at the 
ba ck of their home from qu aking a s p en tree s and it i ~ui te cosy 
an u nice . But she's just twenty now, a n Q a lthough she's hapJy , 
apparently , I think it too bad she didn ' t look a r ound a little 
more , a n d her mother do es , too , but told me s he di u11' t want 
to stand-q,in lier . daught er's way as th t mi ght be a mi~tc.v1<.e , too . 
The boy 1 i s trying to save enough i.10 ney to 2:0 to .u.gri cultura l 
School . His mother says school uork is very easy f or him and 
she ho .J es e Q n~ Uncl e liharle an d my two Johns i d cui te a 
bit of shootin6 Hi th the t,Jenty - two and. Uncl e Charle~ just 
about hit the bull 's eye every time . Still a 300d shot t ho he 
says hia ey e s i ght h~s fa i led. s ome . e s t aJed there two nioht s 
a:na. D. o .. ay , then crossed .1.- e d Mt . :Pass to Ivfe sa Verde Nat r 1 l'arh . 

Th.:.. t is where the Clifr· dvrel lin6 s were and. John v.:as so fascin
ated that he wants to spenc;. a who l e :~mmaer there 30L e time, to 
see i::' he can't unearth some clii'f d'.Jellinrs i:.,11(1 die:; U"' InL-i E~n mur. -
mies . 

These t~well in6 s ue re lo c,L te d UIJ bi,;:) Ce-.,nyons unc..er b i 0 sc.nd.stone 
cli1fs and. my l the laLo.ers He h d. to climiJ to ·et uri to tne 
d.Hellinbs , st ,_, e and hi-::.J1, then 1,;e ' d ·ua.llc a little HCj on the 
cliff and climb :-:mo the1 ti er of lactders !J Yon just looked. up and 
hung on th.J, t' s all, to look back Hould ... lLo st terrify you . The 
rct.nuers took -ps.rties of us thru the_ ~,:.l rm~ to -'0 ... 1em i n t_ e ~c.~rk . 
Ever bod.;y m2,rveled. ct little Jo lL'Ylny 1Jein;.J alJle to n._2z:e it, -but 
I buess he ' s not a ~ireman ' s son for nothing . The ran0 er usually · 
1.fen t behine1 Jomu in ca::::e he 3li1ped. 1ve hc_;~d to crawl thru 
the n cvrroue s t o 1? enings and. there · ·Lo a £'at nw,n in the --)2.r t • iv F 

~' b O d.y WO ul a. Cr au l thru and then 1 in e up to see "Ho \J the ::·<.at ma.n 
vrnuld. make it?n .. ::Jla_ he ' d sur.._..,rise us 2:,ll by ··1ic5Gling thru . And 
he l aughed and. V!LS SO ~00 d-na tured. . 3ai d. he reE.11~ \ ·c.vS ='u. t 
,;,:hen he s t ar t ed on the trip, but no w he Vk"s fs..st b e doming a 
shado'u. 

John and. I both lo st we i t.)ht , too, after we'd been to Grand 

Cc..nyon, e s1rncially . I ne er took such c. strenuou s ~rip , :!e _ 
hiked and clihlb ed. and v1c.lked miles , a n d uas up a t five n eur .LJ 
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~v ~:.y _ morning in the -south est . They callthe -.1liff ct.wellings the 
city of the ~ead. The were built and occu~ied in 7JO . D., 
seven hundred years before Columbus discovered. .Ar.J.erica , and it 
is thought they v;ere all vacated on account of drought on the 
high mesas thrtt they farmed arou_na_. They dwelt in the cJ..i1·ts 
for protectio l{ a0ainst the paches and Navajo s , nomacs very 
fierce who roe.med the :plains . It is thought they merged with 
the Pueblo and Hopi Indians very high class tribes who now 
are descendants of the Cliff Dwellers •. 

The Painted Desert and Nomument valley uere unbelievablJ' 
beautiful , and for almost tHo ue eks vre were e:1,'ay from all 
civilization. We saw no one ·out the Jicturesg_ue Navajos , 
the women with full gathered skirts , anc. both sexes with 
bright bands around their hair to keep it from blowing on 
the plains . They Here pret t y dirty , but looked 1 uaint herding 
their inbred herds of goats and sheep all mixed and they rode 
cute burros , and sometimes little ponies . They won ' t talk to 
you ~tall, the gov . tried to make them go to school , out the 
won ' t do anything they don't want to d.o . They are very much 
like gypsies , and. the sheep they oribinall~· got they stole 
from the Spaniards in the early days whom they 1<:illedo How
ever , one old Navajo wnman shook my hand ~nd ginned a toothless 
grin at me in a trading po st . But John said , "Oh, she just 
thought you vrere another I ndian , you got so sunburned.. n :MY , 
those trading posts 1ere interesting places with men in wide 
southvJestern hats, they a l ways wore them insic1e , Indians lolling 
round st ring at the candy in h cou~~ers , an .aJo -

~nd ~ottery and jewelry everywhere . Ve bought a Navaj o rug 
saddle blanket , some pottery , a tur~uoise and silver ring and 
a lavaliere , the latter anniversary presents for me . ·e di d-
n ' t see a newspaper , nor hear a radio , nor a train for a fortnight 
John ke:pt saying•' ! wonder if Hitler started a good war yet J n 

I 

Grand Canyon was so marvelous that it hypnotizes one . There 
were people there from New Zealand. , Australia , nobility from 
England with whom I talked and ·who told me about the coronation 
as they vrnre there , from India , etc . It seemed weird to hear 
a train puffing into the "'Jig station on the Canyon ' s rim . John 
hiked down to the bottom of the Canyon to the river , a distance 
of tvventy miles b steep winding trail . Two and a half dovrn 
the trail and two and a half back was as far as Johnny and I 
could make it . It was the harde s t hiking rre ever did as the 
alt , is 10 , 000 ft . on one side .:,:.1 ___ 9000 ft . on the other and 
it's hard to breathe . Many :people had nose bleed. John was 
the marvel of the Canyon , the news spread and they came to 
him and said , "I want to see the man who hiked dorm and baclt: . " 
Everyone travels dovm by horse or mule and most sleep at the 
Phantom anch do~m at the bottom over night . Kt costs six dollars 
to go by mule or horse . They told us occasionally an Alp Mt . 
climber will start bravely forth , but on the return trip uill 
phone up and say , "Please send me dovm a burro , I ' m done in. " 
John had holes Horn thru his soles , he was actually whi te and gaIDlllt , 
and vras gone fror1 ·six ... in the morning until six at night , walking 
hard. mo st of the time . e were at the 'anyo:ri three c..ays , heard 
wonderful lectures by the rangers on its formation and history . 
They said you could stand the highest bldg~ in the vrorld ?n top 
of each other there five times and it woulQ scarcely reacn the 
rim . · 



Dear 1Ui ce and Emmet, 

Fri day morning , after oreainast • 

. d.UbUSt 18, 1 939 • 

We were glao. to have a letter from Emmet and we shall oe 
looking I'orrtar to next April or l\iay, it .::ea ly i sn 1 t so long, 
only about ei ght months . hen John a nd I :planned the triJ_J we 
took this spring and looke u back to when \Je h a.a. f irst i:>lanned 
it ten years ago it seemed like no time looking oac.:: , but , .. -e 

~-~------·-...:;._,.........;ren em·bered that it seer ed an eternity ookinb t..head , and then 
t e time actua y cam an 1. e I t c. ,. e a. .L • It · 
ways a great s2,tis:.'action to have a c.:-i:eam the:.. t you 1 ve planned 
on come true and to h ave it even better than you imagined it 
Hould be , L-nd t at is the uny it u~.s . 

I inclose a letter from .d.unt Minnie and a .i;, icture· o:: Uncle 
JeLf I thought you mi~ht like to see . It is just ~s natural of 
him as can -o e . You mie;ht send it ·uack to me when you Hri te, out 
the letter you can destroy . lso you see th1cli~Jing of 
Florence ' s ,.::o usin whose I'ol s live so close to me . ~he is 
g_ui te a o i"t"' heavier tha n she u sed to · e when I sa.w her at 
high school . She \ms alvmys g_ui te tall , so she must be c1ui te 
a bi~ woman now . It se eLls to me she too~ the part oI [iss 
Columbia at a pageant we once hac.l an d. she ffi<vCe a rery statuesq_ue 
one, she nas so big and stately . Funny the di..LfeI ence in size 
, etween her and lit~l e Florence . 

{ell , Spokane had its big Golden Jubilee celebration 
and Cavalcade , but the week ' s merry- making ended in t ra0 ec~y 
and ·what H, 1 8 to have been a ua? f iesta eno.ed in 0 reat ·saoness 
··or the wh9le city . You pro baoly reau about the five ballet 
c:ancers ca.tching on lire , two of ther.1 bving so lJt ct.ly burned. 
tha t they died , pretty young girls in their early teens . 
~e sa t right in front of the bi g outdoor sta6 e a t the fai r 
ground.s anc -Cl\tt)\ some \Jay the spu.rLlers cane in contact with 
the filmy 1 .LJ.:... ·ce tarl tan skirts an a 6irl burst into flaL es 
and ran like a ~laring torch across the stage , triJ~ed , &nd 
i ell , Qnd ran a;ain before &ny one could Qatcrt her , then anotner 
girl burst into fl arJes , and. another unt_l tneYe. were f'i ve . 
The r e '.rn~·e :.. iremen , doctors, :t ir s t a id p eo .1) le and aJ_l there, 
but in the e::;;,,ci ter! &rlti t is pretty hL,::-cl to ..;e t to "the victims 
g_uic.K e-1ough to put out the -1..ire a t once , es_pecially vi th five 

_ bur_;nin0 ')'irls The auctience stood and screa1aed , even John WD s 
on his feet besi e r1 e yelling v j Go"c, can' trey tl.u sen et · ·: ? u.~-----=,,~~~-,· 

I was so paralyzed Hi th horror t ~_l.., t r coulG.. say not ling a d 
I sho ok inside f or two ays ..l.:..ter1.1b...cG.s . But , of course , everyboay 
.rL',s doing all they cou.1.cl , rollinb the cirls , throVJing co'-1,ts over 
them , SL1otnerin0 the flames , out ::i..ire i s so swi.:t and ·che c..~ esses 
·w e r e s o flimsy . And everybody had said tn£ t s _par rlers never ig
nite anything , but they reel the 6irls must have lowered. -i..,he 
s par . .l\.. lers so thr,t the red hot cores o f thetj touched t.1. eir a.res~es 
and 2v_ ter tuo ,rere on .rire the other three gir s cG.u 0 h t i'ror:: t er. • 

They h ad a oi · trial about it an~ tie 1~rents are sueing 

the big New York cor.:ipany t c~t sent _··erres enta ti ves out here to . 
:put the Phow on . There we.L·e t,·el"1e huncLr eQ local :peo.J?le here in 

the c'--:.st and. there bein g all C~O\Hled around the win s and 
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b&ck sta~e made it harder to ~et help to the uirls . It ' s terrible 

i'or the parents . 

B hb..Ve hL.d big l.Orest fires 11etr here the lc..vSt .... ew veei:s , £:..n.d 
the u.ti:-.os_phere ht>.S ueen smoky . Elsie an ,~ 0 irl frienc:i. Here at 

a Libert r r.ke cott ... tue ,.-• .. nd. the :.Jot U) one mornin~ and hu.d to run 
thru flaJes to cross ~ne road to their car to flee tie :...ire . The 
forest fire cc.. ... Le d.01,,m the 1. ic - eak :t . to ::Uiberty · ,.u,;:e c. ... J. urnec. 

2 mm1,.J1. .. r of sumrrier co-lt'-~~cs . lsie '.,c:s surel:,- upset and .... : .. ci "ted. 

he ~ • '",S ter1.•i:ti C d tha-:~ TS .l V She al._0 t -,·ot 

Then on the hill oehinu us the~ e .. Je.,_ e oi re.;;, s - ires Jolm 

called. horae .~ro:~1 the .Jta tion a nc:i. s :"i L.. to kee Johnn I t.., t home 
as he mi nt bo u:p thei-·e and 0 et trc .. .J.Jed :ith S.JOt fi.ces . uo 
did . But several 8f tne nei 0 hborhood c . .1.i d~en Helt Ul) • after 
auhile the~ c, t e hone Rll )::. iI , and snok~, c,nu. k .. ~l ... ed to Johm.'lJ 

a- out their e:_ eriences . Johnn3 came in al "o st weeping . He 

said. j "lta .a, you s11oul·- h ve let me 0 0 to the .... i e , oeca.uwe tl e 

:...ireLen we: e s.1.1ort _, cou..!le of men a,nd the~r nee ed me -oa d " 

Then t e ne:-::t ay tp.e f ire Hd.Sl1 ' t so big , so I let 11i.r:1 

go up on the hill ior ", v,. ile . e cc.r.1e home very r.iuch dis u s te 

...,oon · net sa · d , "The c:'li ef told. al 1 us boys to 0 0 hor1e , I :.>v_e ss 

~e ~~~n't that old fire . le have just as ouch ri ht 

Li c bl._ . .1_e_he·---- John cri res t;he ladd. ~r truck 
o f t.1. s e :{ i 1· es • I t ' s just t e 1

10 

...> :.... i o . 0 

ull' t c:l, t either 
t · e~ neede d 

o ...::.1 was on d.u ty for three ay s c..v t the s t(.. ti on . e hu o i_r 
c r Ji th hin ana_ in it Johnny h ... d loft a. bib ~rassho _; er in a j ,r 
th 1,.J- he bot at rirague L~ . .J:e last ~unday . uo ~ ester a_e,, mor:r i110 

_,3 soon ,s Johnn:,- u o_ e u:p he s a i Li. , "Goo v , goody , tvm t11in~s I 
love come home to - d""y , my pet gro .. .:;sho .t!l')G ... a~d clad :;y l l n 

The .. 1eri CL.n e -·ion i S h :. .. vin~ a, conve_1tion he1:·e thi S week . 

They are surely hgvinc;, 2.. big time . T11is ~--terno0n is their bi 0 

l), _ade ' .._·er.inu=-. 1g me o :' the tine ~7 0U 1, e_. ·e he::."e dnd \le ,-1 ::.:..v'.l it 

to;::.,eti.1.er lish 1e conlcl to - da y . But I rrust content n~'self uith 

just 0 oin~ LlOHn ui th li t~le Johnn~r , since you t-.- en I t he1~e . 

La t ni Ght 1' - sie :playe lier a ccor7 tri ,n as on OI --ne 

ers for their ig Janquet at the . --:.ri a ·1.ntoinetter - OOL1 of 
DavenJort otel . The Governor o the dtc te 1.lt ,S t ... e::_·e too . 

too bad ~lsie hLvsn ' t t1e business drive to 0 0 Hith her z"'bi i ty 

to -l<ly . She has the oest chances to play befo r e eonle but 

hafrf the time she Hon ' t even acceJt . It ' s just ind.if.!..erence , 

because ·he isn ' t R bit bashful auout 1)layins , c..na. she ahm: s 

0 ets :.::everal collars for just a li tt_e ,., 1ile , too oa · she 

uon I t do the one thin0 she C£vn do .::: o uell . Di cl te 1 u OU 

l~st S)ring she was sent to represent her br~nbe out there 
:,> l aying ove _· the r'-1.u.io on her c.ccorC:.ian and sin0 ing? e sai1 · 

and J.)layed three 6.i='ferent uundays encl WL :3 voted. on and 1.10n 

e1ery time so thnt her ~~an~e got tne ca sh ~rize over all the 

other 
0

ra11.;es . thoubht it m .. s sweet of ei~ to ed.iv<..0 te rier 
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_Jlayin , and. sin6in15 to me . She ·:i.nnounced she HLo u.edicLtin~ 
it to her :.;.ister an she 0 a e mJ nu.me ana. c~CLfuess ai1Q t ... 1e son6 3l1e :.L,ng ..... or me H..ts , "Beco,use the;y c. ... 11 Love you . n '01.1etir:.1es 
I feel like spankinb her , and then she does somet in - so nice 
tht t I _or i ve her ever thing . But she's te .1_peramen ta a 1d 
I uess she can ' t help it . 

all so very 5 lad t11d t .'lour uhe'-" t turne1i out .JO .:ell . 
ji...-·--,,..--....~ -~-:If -·ood .:.rice for it ilou rea ly o · .ie..-u··-------~ 

~one;/ s uuldn 1 t ~ou? .1. .enty - five to the ac.Le is 
)retty fine . I don ' t SU..)}_) O seJ ou ~eel._ that you could ·i ve over 
oefore s chool starts do you. I couLQ Jut you all up at~~ 
house . . e even ~:.tve the t 1 10 I ine n eu double eus 1,·rn oou6 ht ior 
our trip . They 1old a 1 u:p when not in u_se, Jut re ·1.g cor_:-.~·a:trt-
aole ane1 ro?m;1 £.s :"c0 ul 2.r beds v1he11 made up. I s_.;oke to Jo- 11 
about my ~o in~ over on t~e train to see you uefore s chool starts, 
but he said th.:. t it \rould oo oetter to s~ .. ve t11G money for ·che 
trip ne::_t s)ring s.,nd then '.re could. kill tHo bi::::·c...s ti tL1 one stone, 
that he ' d take me over then and. it would all oe so :r.:w_ch 1u..:.ndi er . 

I didn ' t have the he&rt to ·insist n en Ith.nbht about 
What a 0 00C.L SCOUt John hz .. d been t' e 38Vera...1.. t1 81..v.L'S H.1.1ell \,e u.idn ' t 
take a vacation to Jpeu.k of while he \,c:v_. builct.in r and. ·,lOrking 
so h G.:1." d on this house and payinb !'or .my two e .. ~p en.si ve o erc... tions •. 

e ' ve s pent ei bl t hunc...red dollwrs for doctor bills oince we ' ve 
be.e r.· 1., , 11 mine , a.s o . e·cs al · s e · c '=l 
~ttention and medi6ine ree , ~nt he hasn ' t needed it and I 
have , and so ,,e had to pay _or mine . The tri_2s ·1,e took to 
Kootena ' · ake ex_ enses \ e :e s hared r1i th first o se and ad. , 
seconu. with Elsie when she wor1:ed at rmour 1 s ane1 the ot er 
two times vii tl'l Jo1m ' s brotner Frank AJho was c ·azy to 0 0 along 
for the 6ooc fishing there . 

I am having some dental 1.:ork done nou , a bri d6 e I ho.d 
ca,me loose . A dentist can hurt ,,ro"!:se ph:ysically and ::Cinanci lly 
tnc.n anJ one I know . 

}..... 

Ho 'f is Fred 0 ettint:J along . I know ho 1 happ, he must h c.ve oeen 
to see '{alter and hi s fe.i:.i y end I ' m sure it ba e him moral 
s u "')...,ort . el , · b~re - bye to you a ll . Congra tnls. tions to . .1.8,ck 
for becomin6 a n Ee0le cont . Pa a vr2.s glau. to receive J.Urr!!. et' s 
letter . It vron ' t b e lon6 until Tuack .__,oes to colle~e . ,.L ... s he 

--~= ..,Bfini ·vely vhe -ne ~ o z em·· n or.tlc1;vre? - - =--=---==-=-

Love to a ll o~ you 1 



fov . 29 , 1'0~9 

Dea r ~ontEna Fol~s , 

I ._on rt "believe I ve he ard. Iron ~ ou i'oLcs f'or t,·o months 

and. I do ho1e it's just being bus~ that has kept you from writin3 

and not ill heal th and ~o on ~nd so :orth. 

I thinJ<: J:!jrnie had. c" etter from l,.1.2,ck recently . I asked what 

he had to say ant ho~ he ,as betting along but tner e was soue 

interu:;? tion and I didn ' t get to he[~r . ...,ill he be home 1·or Christ -

mas and d.id he 3et hone for 1hanks~iving or not? 

Hon about Pearl 2,,nd l r . Mack are they still vc:1.c,-i.tioning? Or 

&id you all s.L;end Than}~sgivin c" toc::ether? How is Joey - vioey ? I'i~ 

sending him some ~ i ctul'·es of a b i g three - 0,l a rm fire ·"e h ..... L.. here 

:Some time ago . , e were b.ll asleep u hen the Jhone ran ::r ruriou.sl. c,., t 

Ii ve 2.11 the 10r11ing. I jumped UJ L,,n(~ &..nswe ec.. the :Jhone an on 

r.1y Hay back to bed to tell Jobn I ·J1m:ped into · i ttle Jobn , say 

inO' , n\hat , i:.rhere ' s the fir e! " Iis eyes like saucers . I told 

Jar.in He 1.1ere 1Jetter :: iremen than he ur:1.s , both of us auake s..nd u:p 

at the :;:'i "'st tinJ:le of the bell , while John still slept . But 

that ' s decause the aL:.rn came i:n here vrl L_e he ·.1c;,s ·oI".c cruty •,- at 

the station they have formed the ha0 i t of slee1)ing wi t4 one e.ar 

co eked and at home he a_epends on me to Lnsv1e.1 the call.s as he kno vs 

how instantly I auake . So clown to the fire he ha~.dJ~ 7 0 fnu. a. ter

wards he s~id a half dozen or the boys including ~sel- 0 ot 

lost on the big roof wandering a round in the S':.0.1-.e g1.nd, cdfJ/_d.n ' t 

t ell i1hat r.ior.ient they ' d to )..'..) le into flar:1es or the roof woula. 0 0 ·uhru . 

The s oke wa so dense the r uore uis ma.sks anCL t:iey i'inall· 0 ro p ed 

thei r .ray b~c to the builo.ing ' s edbe and ..!_aLc.ers just as t e roof 

collapsed. I think their gm rd.iE-...n c,nc:;els a.re Yvi tJ. -cnem mo st oi' 

the time . Sonetimes they uet in pretty dan~erous spots . 

Jes .. :ie De Both conducte d her cooking school here for four 

clays an c · c.ttracted the usual cro ~1a.s . I only 1. i8nt one 1...orning 

as I hacl a meeting sor,rnwhere else t very day tna t He ek . 

I wa s selected a s a uele c. te to c~t ten<i a two - o..ay course of 

lectures on li.ental Hygiene for our . T •• and it was ver';; fascimLt 

ing . The speaker ~1&s Tir . Helen Gibson Ho 6ue heau of the clinic 

in Se a ttle . She is a very Jifted ~nd ch~r Llin 0 ,roman . t noon 

there was a very nice luncheon in the Crescent T0a .tloom in a 

private se ction that ac como dated all tho se a.t enLin~ ana the~e 

vrn1:e more speakers G. t tha t and a ver";J Tine pro~ram . So then at 

our l ast F . T. J . leeting I gave a fu_l re_ort on the lectures ~nd 

enjoyed it very much . The audience 1:ms so nice and receptive 

and so very many cat.1e U :;_) and told me how much the enjoyed the 

re·-ior t and hon much good they 0ot irom it . 

n m, birthday the Fri end.shi p Club t o Hhi ch 1 Delong €;[uVe 

a lovely luncheon ror met.own town and ha a beautiful floral 

centerpiece of Chrysantnemums an roses which t he:t gave· to me 

after the luncheon . Then there 1 1ere lovely carc:Ls and handkercl1iefs 

I ~ut the roses in my refri~er~tor and kept them !resh for several 

days a nd the ' muns in the col d fruit room . e had alfother r s 

reception at the school auditorium an I was o.ele.:·2.,ted to }.Jrepare 

the table so I nanted to kee_.:1 the flo1·ers for that . 

I bou
0
ht two huge :paper tablecloths Hhi te and 1 old i.1i th 

gold and ·bronze a,n d J·ellov1 mums all over them . Took yellow caniles 
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and m~y oran~e candle sticks and_ bov.rl and set U::C) m~y ueautiiuL 
bou~uet in the center . de had silver urns at each end und 
crystal clishes o:= candies anu. nuts , nd. silver c ... eaE1ers· arn.l su

0
c_.,r 

dishes . ~{e asked a couple of the older la ies to _.iour the coffee , 

and all of us on the com .1i ttee brought two pmn:9kin Jies a~iece , 
the ii . T •• 1·urnished T.he whi1.) cream , co:i_fee , su,.;ar , and cream , 

ancL 1.rn served. about eighty - five or a huncl:::.:ed mothers tnat &.:·ternoon. 

It ' ts such fun to work at school as ·:1e just have everyt11ing to a.o 

wit here and the people are ver lovel, and :_riendly peo.l!le , 
all o willin~ an~ co - o~erati e . . 

On · Thanlcs 0 i vinb ay ( John had r.iad.e me a taole eforeha..nd a ,.,.o st 

s lon~ Lis the one I h 2.ci ths.t time ..... or the Christ.a s i)E~rtyJ do 
you rememoer?) and I u,....ed the pc.::_Jer taole cloths Cl, .... in , tneJ ..... re 
heC\, vy cre:p e -~nc.. ..... o ok like linen anc.. ·1rhen I had. all 1.,he !'L. rn rs , 
nut cu) s , and small turkeys , f __ ower s anc. Cci.nd..les anu .JO J.Ort 
on it all looked ve.,.:y ..1.e:::;tive . It \Jasn ' t so harQ either , 01::cnuse 

ose insisted on suJ;lying the ]iece Qe resistance and orou~ht in 

five beautifullJ roasted ~hickens and Tom ' s wiie broubht &.n enor
mous p,n of hot rolls . 

, e had the c ickens and 
and gi b.1et grayy t 

0 ue I S goo G.. \....re ssing , anu. 1 SU J.)ll ed 

the mashed potatoes , candied sweet po tatoes , fruit 6alad , olives , 

1_)ickles, jellies cranberries , celer stu1·1·ea 1v1i th creamed ::_inento 

cheese , an then Rose also brought a big jar of canned green string 

beans , and a bi~ di sh of sleuH , llL ' s ro_l s , ancl I lJc:..ked foi.:.r .i:'u ..... _; 

kin j_)ies and servea. then with uni1.;_ped. cream 1:.nd then He htt tne ~1ints 

and. salted nuts . There uere .fourteen here i'or uinner . I hao.· invited 

seventeen , but rank and his birl uidn ' t core as ra1~( hau to Get 

the paper out in Davenport that da . ~ d John ' s Uncle Justus 

spent the ay in Dudley , I aho wi tn his Laughter . Then there were 

all the iuinn ' s and Ella ' s brother , :1..rchi e , Elsie ' s I'ri end thel 

Thornton , Frank Hollingsworth , the old 6 entleman uho d.:i:ove Uncle 

Justus up from California and rs . lfolsof a trained nurse sho is 

a very 0 00 u neighbor to viother 1..il1.er an . whose chil ren were all 

a my out OJ.: to1i~m for the cay and so I as}<:ed her to co. e up here . 

I ' m ver"( foncl or her and she is ra.:nd to 1:0 ther d.i:ler • hen 

after the uinner ano. visiting t1e party broke u~ a se.Qar' tea., 

mo st everJb o dy o in 0 to 3ilO \! s • 
and. I -.. en t John , Elsie , Johnny , 
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to see " Drums long the Mohawk" all in te chni color ancl I think 

it u "s the loveliest and. uo st beautifLl s:i1ow He ' ve s0en in ten year.s . 
It iasn ' t too saQ and the humor in it Jas most delibhtful . 

The reason Uncle Justus is u p in t'1i s country at t?1i s tL e of 

year i s -because his cau6hter Mt.ur6L--ret's husound. o.ied. sudcienl, fol 

lowin0 a wall blacider o:perc tion anC. leavin6 11,~riaret a vi C:oH , s.,i.1e ' s 

just my age , and has boy and 0 irl twins t;oout ::i ve years olc.... L.11.LL 

a daughter a-bout eleven • .a.S soon as John hearu. he drove to D1.1dley 

to see if he co :ld. be 01 assistance and our little Joh.i.· n wanted 

to know if' he was e,oin0 U.J to be their u.aC_Qy .i:'or c,'vLlile . e :::Lid 

I coul- loan Dao.. y to ther1 because the:,, haven ' t anJ now , for -1a oe 

just a little nhile . .L 1ter t·ie Uncle urr·i ved 1rorJ .uong Beach t1.1e 

funeral ,·1a.. s held anu. re d_ ·o ve to Coeur cl r .d.l ene m1e · e he , c-J~ 

Greeves , uas buried. . Rayrs folks , r_otl1er , ... ather , ana. sister a.-1d 

her second hus,Jand. h&.d. c...::..--i ven OVbr fro1-:--1 Lerri sto\'m , \~ontana , hcvd 

driven thru ste~ c il and said there ·vus 30 I uc1. ~nou in the coun~ 

tains . The old folks took it rery h~rd. The h~- recently lost 

their o vheT' son , ana_ the _ au0hter h&d lo st her l'irst hus.AlnQ o~y 

death a 1ew ye1::.rs ago . The fathe.c anc.. mother i'Je .. e :prett.Y old. c:,,nd 

frail . It must hs.ve een hc:vrd for them to have to bury tuo bi. 

stra :_ inb sons uhile they still 2.i ved on . MarJt ret v ants 'tiO con- _ 

tinue on the =c;;,rm . They run a cLairs and. ha-re r. fine marKet :..'or 

their milk in tne minin6 town 01 Kello 6 g . : e hP-s three 0 00 d men 

worJ:inu for her . Uncle Justus tried -;:;o :persuace her to h1..,ve suue 

body take the .._-1lc .. ce over on shares and. run it for her ·out she 

vre.nts to run it he::= ;:,eli . U:ncle Jt:stus gave the .farn to her and 

it is a very i e one ~er hus- c1,nQ 1~.s c nice · ellow, but no 

::i..arr er or ms.na5 er on one and t_ in0
s uot r·a.1-l10r tJ rt:n -."-"---=-------"I 

Ile 1:_sed. to be~. Y . '{ C • ... . man , ta.l.:ing cLl,re o the c ... thleti c :part 
of it anc ::io didn ' t like to _.arm , but they ' ve been up on tne 

place there eleven :rears . I certainly hac .. to a 1 ire .~a.r0 r.ret , 

one coulu. see she !el t terri.ble , out s he vent e,heac... .:i th ever·J- -

t11inG in he:.:· ;:;alm, Cc,sy mcmne:.." , and \ ,0 so sen ·i o:e n e )end-

able . I told. John she is cert .. :..in ~ a t .. orou0 h re d... 

I am having all t.l1e l1~illers ove.. e- e 0tm d_i..,;1 .J_or a li tt~e 

u<.-,therin0 to meet Uncle Justus 1Jefore he uo0s -u .. ck , tne ·e ,ri 1-

Ll e E',oout ei..; 1tee. or ->. entJ L Cl. \le s' all ~ c,,Ve a bunlia~ niuht 

SU))er , I'll have it outfet st le 1ith t : ·n son t~e t~ le and 

t e, .,·n hel .... ther;isel,rns . 1 r11 oace L h.:..m, i:J .. J-cu1: a<) , ruc11..e r_ 

slice tnat, ha re che s se, 1 re a\~ , L,ick_es , celGrJ , s·,L l,.. , C0, ... :cs , 

rruit je..1...lo an H~i1J c:i.,_,arn an.,.. co::... c-e . 

I ca11 a )iece in the Ja JG::.. a Lt Foster Brunton an'" 1.i s 

rife bein here _o::.:· c visit ui·~ll tJ. e 0~okc~ne runtons . T.ne;/ 

had tourea_ t· e entire uorlt [m _e __ .. e no· .. r tcr- in0 to Lruan , 

1.-11e:re he h ,s a ver,:) ::ine .i:osi tion , he,~ of some ra· io , ·ov . 

str..tion t ere , .1iti1 -~ind o~ title , att c ed to ~is nc: .. ie . 

He has ell ne . el_ , h 11e? 

0 n JO_ 11:lu h9.. cl a l i t tl e _ em .L' Ubl i 811. e d in t e C 10 0 1 

er so he i .:: _1 l -._:.110 D.:J is li te!'."·c,ry encl o_ t e faL il, , 

he.,_ e it is, 
'-he lea es O fall , 

~e see them c) .. l , 
· :'len u tt:._1n · 1i::.'l· G 

,., \, en the~,.' 1."e 

the~r do 
., :i_ -.,, ' • I tr Do . t 

- J .~1 c - go inc J 1ri e. ove to 
Alice , l e.-1 , , ·- - .. c .... , ~ . 




