
Ooteber : .. ·S 

I have had my !ypewriter five days and this is the t~st tiDB 

that I have had time and opportunity to use it, opportunity~· ~say _ 
v " 

because it had been extremely s nee it has been in the house. Ever. 
/. 

ybody has been having a try at it. The yoUJ1gsters here have been 

getting their lessons .on it Slld poor Ernest!s fingers have ~ust 

ached from using it so nraeh.~-
.• 
Oetobe~; it is and .still it rains.~ We have been wondering· 

whether or not you ~ave gotten your orop harvested and in.' Sinoe 

we haven't heard frem you we are worried. 

Dad has .another crop of- alfalfa cut and ·stacked but" Ill ac~\ 

oun·t o-t the~: .. rain has not been able to have 1 t bailed.-

This is the first ~ight that I have been home tor five 

nights. Last Wecllle~day Night five of us teachers went up to Jlrs. 

Walton's(who was married last l[ay _and ia now living at Ver~} fer 

dinner. She has a b,autiful home and Just everthing in the wa7 

of silver ware and lineni Afterwards we drove baok to _ Opportmi.; 

i t7 tor Parent1.TeaoharS meeti~d a reception afterwards_~· It 

was a very nici _meeting and every was so nice and gracious. Fri~ 

day night our Pinoohle Club met for the first time this year: WE 

have twelve girls, making three tables. We oertainly had .a good 

time.- Saturday night I went t _o a dance with a orowd. Uterwards 

I went home to stay he rest of the night with Florenoe: She has 

a wonderf'ul new radio that Ollie bought for her for four h11Jl4red 

dollars) wholesale; She is a luoky girl and has ~ust everthing 

imaginable and o'f the very best; !he nerl morning we had waffles 

made with ·her eleetrio waffle iron. Then I oame home and helped 

Rose get a Smlday chicken dinner for company. After dinner I 

went up to Lisle's to epend the afte:rnoon. She ·has tust returned 

from California where she ~ad a lovely summer. In the evening 

we went down to the Davenport and had su:pper.. Monday a friend 
_,J 



fl 

oalled and took me to the Smith Players at the AmerioSll~ Whisper
,) 

ing Wires. It was suoh a spooky my-sterioua play that I was afraid 
-

to go bed when I came home.· Rose oame up to 1117 room in the night 

and I · ••• screamed and woke up the entire household~c I tho11&ht 

au.re the orooks had me; !uesday night I went to see Mitzi a very 

famous actress. It was very expensive but worth it. It waa a mwl

ioal comely and very goo1.· !he singing and the orchestra was won= 

der~l and so were the oestumes : 

!o~night I am so glad that I oan get to be~ at a decent 

hour for a ohange. We are getting ready for a J1JBior Fair at 

our sohoel to be given at Millwood for all the Valle7; Irene 

and the rest of us will be out there all next Saturday afternoon 

and evening." At six O'clock we go to the Opportunity dinner, 
-

ComlllUll.ity and iommereial Olub~ Afterwards we are to see a pageaJXI; , 

!Ile next Sat'1:rda7 eveni11g the ehuroh next to our school 18 having 

a --carm. nl ana. Berth~ and I are te be tile ~ Yti~e !ellera .~ 

We are each to have~ booth : I will have to get ~e11rfa Palmistry 

book and study it first.- Do you th1JJ]c I oan paint up ~ eyelashes 

and 97ebrows to make myself look like a grpfJ'Tl 

Have ;vou heard from Florenoe Tormey la telyt- If she 0011111 · • ~ 
through Spokane any time this fall you must be sure to have her · 

oall on me. I liked her so muoh ; 

I didn't tell you what kind of a typewriter bought • 
. "" . 

It is a)) U114erwood portable wi~h a leather .case. So I oan oa?T7 
' < -

1t· with me where var I go~4 J:verybo47 .·takes them with them to ooa-

ege wt.th them now. i'b.ey are ~ust the same prioe a, the big maeh~' 

ines and muoh · easier to sell it one oared to dispose of tk811: I 

need to praotioe ~ though, as I am out of praot1oe.~ 

Do wr1 te me and tell me how l[aok likes Scshool.: I haven't 

heard and am wondering what he thinks of it. Hew is 117 sweet 

prize-wil'Jlling nephew? ltt'e bocly that sees his snaps says that t~ r 
would oertainlv like to '-"" him.~4 ~ ~ ~ 

., U.14'5 . - c r ~~~. 



Dearest lice , 

Saturda Horning 

pril 28, 1928 . 

It vms so nice to receive your letter . I had begrm 

to think that you and my big brother , Nero , idn't love me 

any more But when I re 2. d. of the merry time JOU have been 

having with schoolma' ms I Hondered how ou got t · me to 1.vri te 

at all . You poor thin, it seems to me that ou h-ve far 

to much to do without trying to make a home for such un

appreciative human beings . I don't understand wh they 

are out there . Are they doing their practice te~~chin0 in 

Edith's school? I should think that it is a ~er - oor plan 

T ey have no supervision there at all and that is certainl 

what t 10se inexperienced girls need . should think even 

time tryin~ 

I don't see hmr you can board them for so little . ost ever --

whe~~ in hontana board is thirty-five and forty dollars, that 
~ 

is wh~r salaries are hi -her--1. than they are here 1.i.:hin "'S are so 

much higher over there than they are here an~n at the 

dormitories at Chenev board is about thirty dollars a month 
cJ J 

and the dormitories are .just rlm to accom1. odate the stud.en ts 

and made as inexpensive as possible , at that . 

I think l,1ack v1ill like -the .JUZzle . I used to have the 

s nme one form first grad rs and they liked to put it to~eth

er 1hen I bou ht the ballo n I had intended it for Joe , 

but· I knew he ~fas too y 1ung to· blow it u and that since 

e is .... u ch a he-man's b· .by he w 1....ld. r.12.ke it too hot for th t 

"Hotr __ " '~ ~J-1d ~~Z-/1~, 



... r-vf 
I 1ould surel: like to see th .. t s·.1ect kiddi_,e,1 and tumble him 

around. . He ·1.._JJ just about the cutest liveliest oungster that 

y ~ / . ~ _;----~ 
I ever sav1 . ~~ ~-~,,---7/ 

ur house is all freshly calciminen and the floors ainted . 

, e have some new rugs and the kitchen , ~~ntry, and bathrooms 

have all been done · over in nhite . Dad built a big built-in 

cupboard in the kitchen v1here tLe steps were and. it looks so 

nice . le ha d .... bz ... th-tub ut in the dm~nsta irs was room , so 

there tuo be .. throoms now . ·, e also 11--:.ve ne ·1 linoleum for ba th-

room and kitchen . he folks are ~oin0 to rent th up-stairs 

as one apartment and the downsta irs as another , both furnished . 

They a re .10vin~ out to the ~·lace D~d has bee. pa in 0 a ran fortJ 

dol ars a month, latelJ , ~nd boa rdJ but he is a ·ood iorker and 

:p-- .. :pa is --oin0 to kee1~ hi. to l elp hi oi.:.t ; 2 .. s th ·re \Till b., even 

more to d.o 
L 

i ~ c ominu \·il 1..~ r ob~;,bly n o t 

move until t e first June . 

do not know wha t I am €,OinD to d "';Jet this summer . 

I 11ould. il,:e to \ ork ii' I could get decent money :t'o~ ime , 

I have been considering te 0 c in~ summer school , but in ' ~a sh . 

there aren't any summer schools e ce:pt i1 the citJ ~nd the 

revula r te cher..., t ake tho s e and theJ- only n ed a few . am 

wondering about those schools 1.:.p in .the Bo...:., rpmrs over there . 

I t would be rather nice if I could ... e ch one of those . I 

suppose ho vever th8..t they probabl b ,:;in i n 1~a rch a.nd last 

until October . I .f that ~'-rere· true then that ·oul e ·out 

of · the q_uestion . 

v12.y and ~,rite me 

-ood one to rk . 

erhn.ps ,ou can find out about them , any 

If y ou see l~iss Sherman she would be a 



"{hen we drove up to -', mour~ ~ins iast summer anc you and 

~oe ctq~ ed home 1 ,,,,,lfj>L sa11 t: .. e cutest li le rhi te school and: 

i.1e rnnt inside o.,.: it . Emmet rill rem er it . School ad "' 

been in session. There 1ere flowers on the te~cher's desk 

2.nd the fla 6 .v11s still U-;) . Uy l ormal school di ... loma and Life 

diploma will enable me to te· ch an •1here vi thou t further trouble 

so th t part of it will be all ri ht . I would lik to s~ve 

some mone These lon~ vacations without any ~Y are rett 

hard on one's bank account, especiall when 'it has as hs.rd 

a time trying to 0 row as mine does. If I had about four 

or five hun re right now I would go =ast 

Ie 1 "'ork , Chicc~go, ~nd stop off in owa, 

is s mer, to 

~o to Kans s Cit~ 

to Colorado, ant home at ' s why I 'IOuld like to ·. ·ork th· s 

summer and then I could take that trip next swnmer . 

le' C lct'v 

addresses on it, I ,rrote to · unt Irene he wrote me a lovely 

letter.. Just the other day I receiv·ed ne from Uncle Jeff . 

unt Irene had gone u..9 to visit him and shoued him m letter 

so he wrote me a VTOnderful letter , tellin0 me all about 

himself, his famil;; ,c..nd his work . .,..e said that he v1as iri ting 

=mmet at the same time so you've also heard fr m br o~ . :e 

also incloced a small ~ictu1 • He has a very fine face and 

looks very good an k"nd . He has that nice clmelly look . 

I d.on' t sup.._.,ose Uem will be driving to Colo_ .. ado this summer 

".,ill he? 

I have been 1·e lected at Opportunity tor n xt ear . 

haven't yet si 0 '11ed my, contract, thou0 h, but I will have too 

prettu soon . I have had some 0 00d offers of other positi ons 

with better mone,, but in the long run I cl n't think I \OJ.ld 

be at all ahead. I oul ave railroad far to pay , laundr , 



hi.=;her board, and so on .. I like it so well at school and· a1so 

be ·n::'.; i~1 Spokane where I know everybody that I hardly think 

it 1ill pay m~ to eo aw2y . Lisle and Grace have both gone t 

the coast . Grace may not even come home this summer she likes 

·1 t so VI ell t_ ere, and Lisle is head of t e labors. tor;,; in the 

Ta~ ma General Hospit .l~ Both eirls laughingl said there was 
...__ 

no marrying material in this tm,m , and so tha. t waD why they 

-nere leaving. That surely made me laugh . The are both looking 

for rich , handsome, .kind, and. lovi e husbands---there "ain't 

no - such animal , I'm su;.~e . 11 Strange, isn't it , the older a irl 

gets the harder she· is to pleq,se. There is al\!ays soi1ething 

rone 1i th every one of them and. I cuess they , the me , .re almost 

as particular as we are . .J.!JVen Johlmy , as 0 00d. company as h is, 

I can't entirel.; ad.r.ire . He is,not at al stable and tells some 
, . ally . ·ue,..,s ,.. ar 

enOUGh to see through his great bi fibs, but he can't fool 

me and certainly think the less of him for trlins too . 

Grace is in Ul -m:pia ancl she is goinl"I' ni th t::..i.e manc._ser of a bi 

fruit company there, The Pacific Fr~it Com~any . He is about 

forty, but has money , a lovely cur , and is hiGhly enter~aini 6 • 

Lisle has more beaus than she can count on one hand. , anci always 
• 

c..id._ h2.ve, but she is entirel too :po ular too settle down . 

She was bridesmaid at a big weddin~ here last VJeek and was 

home for a fev1 d'"""J s .- had a lovel visit and she scolded 

r.e fo not ~et ting a :position on the coast ne:~t year . But 

it is hard to kno ·1 what to do. I hc.ve a dread.ful time making 

up my mind what I ~hould. do . 



ur ebelcaJ. Lode. , The -1onnie Br aE Club.J a:-e oing to put on 

our Drill at the Grand Lod_:e in Ja la ·. alla the fourth of June . 

·: e drill ever Friday ni 0 ht , :practicing for it . ·It is a be-au tiful 

drill . 1
, e we r ·1 •• i te ser ~e s -irts, white satin j,.., eke ts Ni th 

s il ve buttons nd. .liuh collo..rs J ,_i. d a uhi te satin J -'C oliceu~N:::i ' s 

hat, or rather cap . tis a nift uniform . e had our annive ·s-

ry ban uet and it · ·as lovel • The girls entertained all of the 

loble Grands of the L dGe for the last ten ye~r 0 and all of the 

members of the Bonnie Brae Cub for th same length of time . 

Th decorations , favors , place- cards , foot, flowers , and the 

progrern were verJ love I certainly had a· s lendid time 

T ere c.,re some Honderful .=;irls in the club, - -i t is the, sin le 

''/Omen 's di vision of the ... ebekah Lodge . 

ay u 

··ro 1 

I ,ut ~o ething good toe t 

th tit 

went to the cu board , open ed the d.oor , ~oo.K:e 1 in and Sc.. id 

·hat '·s this ? and here it was on 1 vel wi th his eyes . 

is a regul Mr moose . I can't hide c.n thin~ from him any mo e . 

Dad has been tr in to ,rite to Ee for a lon· time , 

ut when he sits do ·m as he does so seldom he has just time 

to _ e'"'d t 1e aper ana. ,.,.o to bed . . ... :is 1ours a- e being ch nged 

from _ree in the s: terno·on until ten ac-, the~ ':.-"e noH , to 
~ ~~~· seve11 the mornin'"" until thr e ~mr 111 ~.1~:ik tha.t is much better 1 =--i_ 

It ·rill be so nice to h..t.ve him Hi th us at niP-ht . Then he can 

wor around hi,... -·)lace ·:i.fter his office work is clone and HQn' t 

be tirecl before he oes to .rork . orc is ever-thing to Dad. 

I almost 1.1ish t_ ,the didn't h-ve so much ambition. 

x 



1 ow , lice dear , don ' t 1·1ork so h.:.,rd. Send. your boarders 

over to Offius' s· , or whatever their ame is, the place tha-t 

is so attractive , and. where theJ have so fe\l c}:1ildre11 l! l' 

Ro 'l lon 1.1ill you have them? The boarders? 

How are little Florence and Fr·:mk? Give them both my 

re-ards . How doec Florence like it there now? 

4:ou are '"' our nother and. .2e .... ~l? 1one ... e rl is not 

sti othered rith her r 1 eumatis . Give them m~ best ishes . 

Tell lit ' le Joe that he can just che'N the 11:Iot unu ! 11 

U::? , if he likes . I love him the more because 1 c is so _jJ.:mmC~L -

IOUS Thi~ is a corker of a letter , this typegriter 1~ just 

the thini for· my lon - 1.rinded..'lJ.ess. I can tyn lilce I tal , 

continuously anc ..... orever . Well Ta- T2.. 

Hug Fu ther Grogran , th· .. t i · if he o e sn' t 

clr nd J • 

lso tell e 

all ou can ab 01: t the s ~ _mer school over th r -. · il . J OU ~==~~~~ 

also let me know if .... ontann.' s governor ne d.s a secretary , 

an s~a 1 be there vith this port ble tJ~e~riter in 1y 

111- -white hand and I shall t~1 _ uUY )-5U ,r '.i' u 1.;/ ~? 

b + .J...h - ..p h' ", ~~-~z+µ- r 

to ea~ v 0ars ~or as-Gr~CG r~ ~ ~l ~ v ene~. 

Love ad more love , 



· T ur .ornii 5 

I ..;..11 JJ l J:. r .0 ... li y lel 'l.J L ,:.1:Jd_~ .. 1-... _s cir - ,_ ~ .;: .. .1..~ :,- · 

- ·. 1 -1t d it day but I ~1't ... 0 a swer L sc..:me h q_ui t cid d 

what ras go ng to do . You mustn't let my not coin bacl-t 

Vii th you effect , our not comin6 ver . e want OU 0 come so 

ver uch . I am goin to . laska some ti e bet·~ e n the t l lfth 

and fifteenth of June . think Is all l&ave hr bout th 

t clfth as I vant to spend about~ eek in ancouver vit 

~o a then I ~hal s~i from ancouver on t' 1in c tl fr 

laska . I m so thrilled about the tri~ . am returni 0 

'ith one of the Valley teaches , ~ls'e Haro , the girl 

tat as 0 one around with J hnny and Frank and ;;J e left 

:onda night as she is visi ti:1g a friend in J, for tuo 

weeks before returnin I shall eet hr the- Q 

So ~ou Just come over and 

v·sit ·ith you efore I o . Id 

ne hers . I, love them so . 

s all have :Pl n of time to 

o ant to see · two s1ect 

am ham tl" the &<.. .. s s 

shall have ti.. e to visit -Ii th you all . The folks are li vi o 

on the ranch . I am ·n tmm in 

house is re ted. 1 ave m ~ i· ner 

and get my 

.. 0 nd the rest of he 

t wn every da 

lJ tric pl +e. I 

am inv·ted out so much that I never have a chanc to get 

loneso e . 

I Lve been having a lorious time latel- w'th Johnn 

The poor fella . • e p 01oses to me ever time we· goo t . d 

sa s that I just lauD'h at him . He is certs.i:rl a clown , 

ju~t keeps me laughing all t e tie . .01ever, unday night 

he told l . e that h wanted an answer . I told :i.r )erlia s 



would but I vwuld like a little more time so the t I can feel 

ure . e is so full of lans . I told you that he has a c~ttabe 

at r:euman. Lake . tis not 1uite finished but is 6 oing to be 

very beautiful . t is , lovely six-room bungalo\\ buJl t a fl.. 

out on a point so that ,,·e can see all over the lc.ke . There is 

a long livin6 -room and he is building a grey stone fire lace . 

Ve are going to have week -end~ ·parties out there this frl~ i 

and \lon't it be fun around the fire lace at nic;ht 1hile the 

·!ind 1hips the big fir treea and cedars 1: .. round outside and 

the lake i T. r re t :;.te ,s 

t the lake and cement ~a ks around th~ hose JohnnJI is 

alw _ .. ys making and fixing thinbs e s lacquering so e 

_oot stools nm, for our house . He also D..ints level ... pictures. 

hree of , . ., cou:ples were out the~ e all da l as-'- S day . is 

brother has a big m tor launch that holds sevent~en and 

the boys worked 011 that all day ar _;oi g to bu.y a bun ·c.:.low 

on Lincoln Heights also . I am inten in0 to teac f coupl.e 

f rears af er He are arried as , ..., vvant to et ahea <.. .. nd lave 

our 1ouse and furniture id for . He maxes 15 a mo1th 

anc.. a'"' __;ood ste2d- rnrk and t ere i a chance f remotion . 

Tat is ot but he has ~nts of ambitioL an can 

do a t~ouGand more ever coul~. He is 

the sL:th man that as asked i e to marr him and I don't 

think that Is all refuse because e doesn't. ke more mane . 

Because I like him other o. ( • ,i e rnn' t be married until 

next summer because would rather :ait aihile e has 

Elsie Ha mo and Franlc vill be married ten, too . he four 

of us are plannin on to .ri~b Yelle, ton for a 1edding-tri . 



' 
I borin.c you· to de~v th? I thought you mi 0 ht be in-

tere~ted bec.ause I am thrilled to de~vth . He is not .db.rk 

and hand.some , but he is about six feet tall and a very clean -

lookin- fellow , He has very fair wavy hair like ::Windberg's . 

, ·e have so many things in common . Then he is a 0 00d a·""'e for 

me . He is thirty and I am tHe_ ty:-seve • He is so nice about 

my eoing to Alaska ._ I know he is not keen about IDJ i.;oin0 

b t he says that I should have the tri and coine back rested 

and with a ne~ view-point before school starts . I'l: be ~one 

0 t 

Now do come over to see us a I hor,e JOU can arrange 

ever,thing to come all ri0ht . 

· ith just oceans and oc ans of love t you all • 

. Alberta . 



July l6, 1928 . 

Dearest Alice an-d Nern, 

How are the x~ion t ana ''uinns, including the gre ,_ t 

boys , Hack and Joe? I suppose you are quite busy now . It 

will not be long till harvest . How are the crops looking? I 

hope they are better than when you last wrote . 

r---~;.;;::;.; ........ ~;.......---.....;.... --.i:---f'ti~--tl'.£~- IDO t marvelous tip . I'll nev_r 

Harmon and I stayed with friends in Douglas and Juneau a few 

days . ·"le picniced at the foot of a wonderful glacier, went thru 

a gold mine , and the stamp mill and sav1 them separa ting the 

gold from the ore . ·/ e saw the old famous Treadwell ivanes , 

which were flooded by the sea, saw Indian villages and grave

yards , just filled with totem ;oles , for decoration . Elsie 

and I had such a wonderful trip home on the boat . It was just 
,.::, 

like living on a wonderful palace . The service was lovley . 

· e stop ed i Vancrc:uver and visited Cora and Jim . The have 

a nice place out on Lulu Island and Jim drives back and forth 

to work . We visited friends in Seattle and I went out to 

uinn ' s . Uncle Tom had just left the day before to take the 

President Garfield on a world tour, to be gone four months . 

He sailed from San Francisco , thru the canal, to Spain, 

Southern France, Italy, Egypt, etc . They requested him especially 

to take the tour o 



From Seattle we v\..ent down to Tacoma and visited a young 
f 

couple there who had the two cutest little girls and such 

a happy home . I sar Lisle in Tacoma and she took me out to 

dinner . !e came home at twelve , midnight, and John and Frank 

were at the tr~in to meet us . le went to the Oasis for a midnight 

supper and then the boys took us home . In spite of the three 

met on my tri on the boat , John seemed 

so superior in the q_ualities that count ~ I think you will like 

John. He is just so ordinary, jolly, peppy, and considerate . 

After I had been home a few days, John and Frank came for me 

one night and we got Elsie Harmon and the boys took us to 

Coeur d ' .Alene . Yle had SUJ)per and then the "boys drove over 

by the lake and we parked in the deep dark forest beside the 

lake and the moon was ~ coming up so round and golden, and 

they gave us our rings . I had already given him my answer and 

had my finger measured -she said 
.,_ 

rin is the lovL iest 

thing I ever saw . Both ~ings were pattern rings and the boys 

had the jeweler weigh the stones to be sure that they weighed 

just the same so that we girls would not feel hurt . Mine 

is whi te spun gold, with a huge diamond setting with saphires 

at each side . In spite of the size of the diamond it is a very 

dainty ring . 



Dael thought John too extravagant and. said., "That poor fellow , 

what won ' t a man do for a silly girl . " He and. Ernie and. Tom 

said I had better take care of it or they would. go in and 

pawn it . John and I took Ernie and Tom out to John ' s place 

at the lake and they just raved. over his place, the house 

the private beach, the row-boat , motor boat, and. everything . 

John let Tom run the motor and he thought it so much fun. 

They swam , fi heel , and I had t e st icnic n I 

thought Ernie and Tom would burst • They su1"1~ like Jobn . 

Last Sunday John and I entertained thirteen at his place . 

Irene and her man and \iilfred and his girl were along . 

This week-end we are going to drive up to Priest Lake to 

spend the time with John ' s cousin and her husbsnd, our music 

superviser, Mrs. :Mcgregor, and. Elsie and Frank . 

Yesterday John worked.) but he washed his car all UJ.-i and 

filled. it with gas and oil and Bertha and I took it and drove 

to Deer ark . I can have his car any time like so I'll 

have to hrun:p myself and learn to drive a little better . 

Bertha is a dandy driver, but the sad part of it is that I 

don't care about driving. I'll have to drive though as I 

am eoing to drive to school and back after we are married. 

I have been out to the place most of the time for the last 

two weeks . e have a wonderful garden and lovely berries . 

I would like to work for about six vrnelcs and I am going to 



see if I can ' t find something to do and stay in town here . 

It is so much cooler and I miss the telephone and besides 

all of my friends are here . John has been coming out there 

every other night . We go out so much . le went to Liberty 

Lake and danced and took I rene and Hovmrd with us Saturday night . 

I suppose Frank and Florence are settled in the Carpenter 

lace by now . How are they, and are her folks visiting them1 

Does she like Jiont'""'na? 

How are Mrs . Mc.Anelly and Pearl ? Will you bive them my re 

gar ds? rie eet our mail in town so write here. Even yet, I 
-,; r-

wonder whe t her I should have accepted John /, but he is th~per-

s i stent thing I ever saw . I just couldn ' t get rid of him 

and he talked of nothing else everytima we went out . I have 

been independent so lone that it seems funny to be thinking 

of getting married . But I just missed him so much when I 

_ . ./ ~ ..,,./ 
was away and cam~l sooner than I expected . The follcs like 

( l 

John, but all of 
j \ 

get married, and. 

my l i fe I' ve heard nothing else ~ut don't 
l 

that it is such a big step, and so on . 

.But I thinlc I ought to be old enouc:;h to know what I want to 

do by now, don ' t you? I don ' t think a girl is ever so wild 

about getting maried as a man is, anyway . If being married. 

to John is as thrill ing as being enga3ed is,it will be fine . 

Ple '" ... se write me and tell me "what you fink 

Love , Alberta . 



Dearest lice, 

Saturday afternoon 

July 21 ,1928 . 

Your very lovely letter came this afternoon and I surely 

enjoyed it . I do so love to hear from you both because I love 

you all so very much and because you do 1.rri te suph good letters . 

I am glad to hear that crops are looking better . 

would so love I would like to run over on the 

train and pay you a few weeks' visit but that trip to laska 

·was really more than I should Leve spent but it was so very 

wonderful that I shall always be glad that I vrnnt because I 

never imagined any trip could be so grand . 

I just don ' t remember the Edward ' s house that you spoke 

of and which s Jring the house Wc..ts moved by . You don 1 t mean 

the place that ycm,.lived in do you? 

Dad has had his alfal:!La cut and it was surely heavy . He 

will eet two r-.ore crop t 

Haven ' t I the cleverest sister , ~~lice , for thinking up 

Fourth of July floats and winni-ng prizes:- I show ~ed John 

the camp - firG scene that you painted and he liked it so much . 

~ h 1 t '"'·cturesfor~sewiththe We~ - _ certainly ave pen y OI 1 ~ 

ones John painted in oils and pastels and the bio photographs 



that I bought in · laska and whtch I am going to have tinted 

and framed . 

Elsie Harr:ion, Frank, John, and I are alHays talking about 

our tri::_) to Yellowstone next summer and On our way we will try 

to mana~e to sto:p by and see you for a da or two . I surely 

w::mt to . 

I just finished makinb mys8lf rgc.. ndy d.re ss , wi tl 

satin slip and have a pink It is so cute . 

John just raves about it. He surely notices ever thing . I 

think the fact that he :paints ac counts for his observence of 

how everything looks, he has that kind of c mind . 

all day . I can see those wind.in: roaQ~ and smell that sfeet 
~ 

clover and the clouds ra.cing bJ and feel th:J. t high 1;1ind. and 
1 

feel the bigness of it . 

Did I tell~ u th t Llsie is 

in the ~a:per about her and. it said that she is the girl 1ith 

the beuutiful voice and is considered. a find by the theater . 

'le harnlly see her any more . She is only home from eleven 

oclock at ni0ht till [ bout nine in the mor::::i.ing and then she 

has to 6 0 d.mm and rehec rse . 
Bye-bye, please write me again very soon . ardon my long d.el~y. ~ 

~~ ~---y~~~:_/'-ro/~ 



Dearest .Alice, 

The Dude Ranch 

.August 7, 1928 • 

. Tues . Evening 5:20 . 

lhile I am waiting for John to come so that we 

can have supper, I'll write to my fair sister. It is so 

svrnet of you to want us to come over to see you, and if I 

on-y had. the wherewithall I would _come immediately "and to 

once rr. But the a sad part of it is that I 11aven ' t and I' 11 

be glad for school to start so that I will have some more 

checks rolling in . 1 Ve talked about coming over in the Ford 

but dad decided that he could only spare a week to go on a 

trip if he did go and it would take at least two days of 

hard dri vir.g each way and that Hould only le ~ve him three 

days there and he did not feel equal to that strenuous 
tied 

driving in this hot weather . Then !./\persuading Rose and 

Dad to go on their pass and that I would stay out here and 

cook for the others and bo as the ranch but he thought he 

would have to stay here and fix up this house a little bit 

so that it v'lill be winter-proof . 'ie all felt badly about 

not being able to come and Dad mentioned coming/off and on 

all summer . If I were to come it would cost me about 

fifty dollarsJ so I won ' t be able to come after that expensive 

trip to Alaska . You see we are ranchers, also, and we have 

no time to burn, there is irrigating to be done, COHS to 
k 

be miled , ::?ie:,S , ducks, geese , chickens, horse, and calves 
>\. 

to be fed, berries to be picked, garden to be gone over, 

haying to be done three times during the sumner, building, 

two c 1.rs and a ump engine to be f ixe cl, two c~'i, ts and two dogs 

to be fed . There, isn ' t that enough? I am the cook and 

dish-washer, and papa says thct Rose is always out "harvest-



ing her ducks and chickensrrand he never can find her . Elsie 

is the theatrical lady and we get no help from her . 

e are h i . rinc:; nice sweet corn ancl it is surely good. 

·,e cannot get enou0 h of it . John comes over for supper 

every other night . The boys say that John surely stands 

in good with the cook , and they wish that they had as good 

a drag . I haven ' t been in tovm mucl lately, except to have 

my hair done and a visit or two to make •. und.ay John and 

his- folks went to Idaho on Coeutd ' alene Lake to visit John ' s 

sister and. four kiddi~s . She is such a nice little vrnman 

and has cute youngsters . · You knou G:bace lives out here in 

the Valley , too , and we get to visit uite a ~it . 

·I e are so elad that your crops are looking well, we 

all hope thc.t you just 5et along fine and have a bumper . 

rve e ~n here vis "tins Ethyl's mother. 

Ethyl vras certainly very 111· ~nd in danger for thirteen days . 

The baby was born dead a month ahead of time . he was 

even eiven artificial·repiration while in the hospital . , 

She was under the doctor ' s care the entire time and examined 





Dearest Alice an~ Emmett, 

Sunday fternoon 
Feb. 17, 1929. 

Ve were so glad to receive Emmet's 1 tter and yours, 
Alice, some time ago. It is always so good to hear from you and 
dad lways likes to hear all the news and ta hear of his grands ns 
and -he always laughs so at the antics of Joe. 

Time is just flying so fast. It won't be long before your 
summer work begins ag~in, will it? I certa inly hope everything 
goes well this year with you. I am pl nning on paying you a little 
visit some time this summer. John and I are always planning. 'VJe 
have the plans fo~ouse·, now, John d.rew ther.i after all of our looking 
over houses, and w~ re having an architect work out a good roof for 
it and the. basement stairs. John is going to begin to build as 
soon as it warms u:p a little. I'll be saving money to buy a lot 
of nice things for our house this next year. Instead of going to 
Yellowstone, we are pl nning to drive to California nd down into Mexico 
and to Arizona to see the Grand Canyon. John ·is saving quite a bit 
now and by waiting this next year our house will be completed nd 
almost paid fol)as will all of our furniture and we will also have 
enough for a new c~r and a good honeymoon. I am just so thrilled. 
John has been to Yellowstone and I have been over that w~y so ny 
times and not to C~l ifornia so we decided we could go to Yellowsto e 
some other time. I Ltold John that whil he was working on the house 
this summer I was going to Montana and he thought it would be a 
good chaE.ce to vis· t you b fore we ar m-a.F i- d. · I am na-t bselutely -
sure though, sometimes we feel that another yefr is hard to wait. 
It is so wonderful to be together. But I am hoping that we can stick 
to our plans bec~use we will have so much more,and after allJtime 
goes so fast. Besides I would ra~her te ~ch anoth r year after this on~ 
and then ~uit when I am married. 

I gave a lovely Valentine card party last night. Ther were about 
twenty here, all couples. I am sending y ~i the kind of tallies I 
used. I also had Valentine napkins, On the dining room table I had 
a big bunch of yellow jon~uils in a blue vase. I gave prizes and 
for lunch I served tuna fish salad, made with tuna fish, pimento, 
lettuce, celery and c bbage cut fine and mayonnaise dressing. It 
tasted just like chicken salad. Then I had tiny almond nut bread 
sandwiches, small hot buttered graham rolls, nd rich heart- shaped 
red -icinged butter cookies, nd olives and coffee. On the card 
tables I had heart-shaped mints. John was such ::. dear, and. helped me 
so mueh. He is just so wonderful to me and so polite~and such a 
good mixer that every one is telling me all of the time what a lucky 
girl I m to get such nice clean-looki g man and such a dandy 
fellow. Even Dad thinks that we should not ~ait nother year and 
says that I am mighty lucky and that he doesnt think I could find 
a much better fellow in this day and age. I am surprised t Dad 
who has always told. me that the best was not too goodj and now he 
tells me to be good to John land hang on~to him because he is all right • 

. L s_t night ·when we were ea.ting during the party., John remarked, 
"You know, when .Alberta and I are married, we are going to have just 
a lot of d~ids. " Everybody looked up and he said, "Yes, did.n' t ou know 
~e are going to buy a 5oat ranch and supply all of you p ople with milk~ 
~verybody laughed. He is always springing things like that. 











Sept . 25, 1929. 

Dearest Alice, 

It is alwasys just marvelous to get your letters . 

If you get loneciome for me, I surely do you.J and thi11L of you 

C:.11 so very much . ThtwnkS for sending the pictures back . 

The pictures th~t you sent Ernie of the two boys were just 

l ovely. So Mack is going to town school is he? e will 

have a much better chance there bee use one teacher-schools 

can never be so good when the teacher has several grades . 

The competition of c ... larger cla ss lso stimulates the pupil 

and gives him a wider experience, but of course it is a long 

hard trip in and out and especially in the winter . 

I have been so busy canning . I ~ave made jellies, conserves, 

pickles, relishes , m~rmalades , canned tom· toes, peuch s, prunes, 

raspberries, str~wberries , etc . It sutely t kes a lot of 

time but it has l)een oce·· ns of fun . I do so love to cook 

and try out new recipes and my little kitchen . is so handy 

nd t ink I enj OJ the electric stove more tt~· .. n 

own . John lil de me a lovel~J White C.vbinet With gl • 0 S knobs . 

It is ::; slender one · nd fits into the s:p,· ce between the si:n.:i( i..illd. 

the stove '"'nd h~s c Jil1_I)artments for all nc thingqand it is so 

ne ~t . tJ..--vv 
He bought me a stoo.:i,_, a high -une _, to sit rt the sinK 

/\. 
and he is painting it white . He is ~,.. lways d.oint- things for 

me to hell) make vJOrk lighter . '/ e are just so hanpy . 

I enjo~ my little apartment so much and. it just s~ems 

tha t there are a lw ys nore things to do to make it ~ore 

comfort' .. ble . I am sending you plan of the arrangement 

of the furniture in m~ living room now . There is just so 

much room without tha t big dining t~ble end. my breakf~st 

table h::~Q hrn fol cling le ::-;.ves so th t it doesn't t ke up 

much room . The chqirs &nd t ble are th! daintiest pple 

ere en and trimned V.fi th cor 1 rose so you know how :pretty 

they look . J ohn fixed the electric fixtures in the floor 



so th· t I have my two electric l&mps connected ·t the bas e boards . 

It is so cosy at night in the corner of the d ~, venport nnder 

the h mr, and in the other corner in the wing chair with 
to curl u ~ in and read . the t ·)~ble lam}? . I love cosy corners 



Bertha was marr~ed Sept. 7 r nd John and I went to the wedding 

and it w~s very lovely. H.r gown \as gorgeous , creamy white 

satin that touched the floor in the b~ck ind higher in front . 

Her veil was lovely, too. I just love weddings . She r nd 

Ed are living in Harrington where Ed is a dentist. ~e h~ve 

the nicest ~yolmg married crowd now nd we have nice :p!trties . 

Elsie and Fr;nk had a card party in their lovely horn the other 

night , the crowd. w:-ts the usual one, Edn and Bob , Rose and 

P~'.l.ul ' al ton, Ruth · nd Frank, rancis and Arthur Brinkman, 

Elsi.e and Fr nk , and John and I. 'le are hav ing c~trd parties 

every week from now until New Ye'"1r 1 s when we will end the series 

with a dinner at one of the hotels . Our Bonnie Bro.es ~.~re h ~.ving 

c: r eries of c n,:rd. parties and dances a l s o and so it just 

.about keeps us busy. ose sent me in a lovely duck so 

I had ,rjlsie 9.nd rank over for dinner l'.st night 9.nd vre had 
ur ro e s t duck, dress ing, s . et pok,., toes, peas , co~1i relish , t:,ravy 
,'\ 

with giblets , apple pie , cheese, and coffee. lsie is q d&rling , 

w.... 11 1 ov • , .:1.e r ~nd yet so un ssuming . 

I h-vc written L little arti cle th~t I ~m sending to a 

magazine and I am sending you a copy of it. 

I had some . c rds engraved ·nd I am sencing you one , sh de"-_ 

Old English, I r~ther like them don't ~ou? 

Tom returned from forest fighting ~nd went bt .. ck tu school . 

He is just a :101.mg 6 i· nt. However his nose h ..... s had t wo growths 

in it for~ long time, nthrum trouble so DR. Greene is o~er~ting 

on it . He operated on one side last week nnd will do the other 

side this week . ose was so wo:vried and t sked John r .. nd myself 

to keep a cl~se t-b on Tum as we were so near the h )8.1.Ji t .. 1 
e,, 

to t.1.1v .L ..:. so V'le wnt Ul) se, Lim -venj_nc f .L ]' tl':..e L } '-
~ 

..: -- > -1 

3xpecting to see 8. sic:: boy . \/ e vrn lkcd into the room nd 

here WLS Tor.1 :pro.rnecl uri by J?illows H i th his nose all b£ ndaeed 



up, re ading Western Stories Lnd considering disposing of his 

fifth candy bar . He had dispatched the nurse for the candy 

bars and. hc';.d riade avrr .. J. with four . John kidded the life out 

of him. The cost was three hundred dollars for the two sides. 



Rose told the doctor that we just couln ' t afford it so 

he charge cl one hundred · nd fifty since Tom vrns in school! 

It is rather · de lie~ te oper,.,tio:n though so nenr the nerves 

of the eyes . 

I have th~ loveliest flowers all the time . John 

brings me dahlias, gorgeous one , form the st~tion ~· rden, 

nd I have c~rnations nnd asters, also now . 

Im de myself a new dress . It has cute c· pe ""t the b,~cl{, 

I just lov, cc..:pes. I macle Ecln an ... nron for her birthd..: .. y, 

which card l)arty Elsie gave wa s in her honor , and I 
\ 

am m ki:t},g 

over th"t blue French ser~e I had for s chool dres for one 

of John ' s nieces , -nd that p .ach colored flat crepe tha.t I 

had My Dicture taken in for the other little niece. is 

sister is living in pok~ne now . She lived on Coeur d' lene 

Lake .nd her four kiddies are so well tr'itined . The little 

girls, 6, and 8, Catherin e. ·'nd Bernice q,re so cute . 

I missed te .chinB the first we~k th~t. school be J~ n. 

But now it seems rather nice not ·to h2ve to 

r · n - mo r nings and dash off. Thi s· morn i ng 

t up these 

ler,t until 

-lraost ten ~' clock. John got his own breakf st . He is 

da rling to me . If any girl ever loved her husb~nd I do . 
. .a John liked his bow tie and sys that he isn ' t going to 
LJ~fa-o . 

wear ~nything else after this~ It looks just lovely on 

him . 

Ernie stq,ys with usJ but we h .. rdly know he is here, 

except for a co1Qle of hours .: t suppertime . He works at 

night and sleeps most of the clLy . He is so sweet =nd nice 

to h ·"ve :. .. round 2nd so intelligent to talk too . he nd 

John enj o~r e .. ch other so much . 



Th folks a re so busy ~nd the plac. out there is improving 

all the time . nose has a sink in the kitchen now and CU)bo c rds . 

1 he.n the carpenter is thru i t will be d:mdy . I must get 

Ernie ' s supper now 2.nd John vlill be phomine me soon . He 

phones me twice a day . 

Do write soon again . Give my reg rds 

to the folks in town, the Maxwells, and reising.rs . 
He a ps of love to Nern, Mack, Joe, and your own sweet selfl ber t a . 
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